
 

 

 

 

Plant of the Month:  Lilium ‘Claude Shride' 
Joe Sime 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I bought ten of this martagon hybrid from 
Parker’s in their end-of-year-sale a 
couple of years ago. We already had a 

good population of Lilium martagon in both pink and white varieties. These came as 
seed many years ago and now seed themselves about freely, often in the paths! 
They grow well with little attention except for needing to be included in Wendy’s 
nightly Lily Beetle Hunt. I’m glad to say that ‘Claude Shride' is just as easy. It is a big 
plant, reaching 5 ft after just two years. The flowers are a stunning mahogany red 
with several on a stem. They did not set seed last year, but I am hoping for some this 
autumn and then some interesting hybrids between this and the basic form. 
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Shade & Woodland Plants Group Annual Meeting 2017 

Jan Vaughan 
 

The 2017 Annual Meeting was held in Kent at the Harrietsham Village Hall where we 
were made welcome and assisted by members of HPS Kent Group who had 
volunteered to supply us with tea and coffee throughout the day. 
 
The committee arrived early to set out the hall and it wasn’t long before members 
started arriving, bringing with them contributions to the plant stall. Nigel was quickly 
recruited to help with sales before he even managed to get a coffee! Keith Wiley (our 
speaker) arrived with his wife, Ros, and a van packed with lovely plants from their 
nursery at Wildside and everyone went on a spending spree until called to the AGM. 
 
There are a couple of points of general interest to relate (a full copy of the minutes 
will appear in due course): there is a useful index to our regular ‘Shade Monthly’ 
compiled by Eleanor Fisher which can be found on the HPS website on the Shade & 
Woodland Plants Group page under the  heading ‘Shade Monthly’. And we now have 
active Mini Groups in several areas (North West, East Midlands, North East, Shrops 
& Staffs, North London, South East and Central) - members in these areas will be 
notified of upcoming events and we will try to publicise these more widely if 
appropriate. 
 
Our speaker for the event was Keith Wiley, who after a successful period as Head 
Gardener at The Garden House in Devon, has been creating his garden and nursery 
at Wildside, where landscape and particularly shade and woodland conditions are 
his inspiration. Keith’s talk was titled ‘Erythroniums in the Woodland Garden’ and he 
shared with us his extensive knowledge of growing them and experience of these 
wonderful plants in their natural habitat. There are 30 known species worldwide, but 
only four outside of N. America and he took us on a whirlwind tour, illustrated with 
excellent slides, explaining which are the best forms for our gardens, and telling us 
about growing from seed - a labour of love, requiring patience as it takes at least 4-5 
years for plants to flower. Keith went on to talk about using erythroniums with 
trilliums, small dicentras, violas, corydalis, epimediums, ferns and hostas in typical 
woodland areas or naturalising them in grass with celandines, wood anemones and 
fritillarias. Keith has been planting copses of trees, planted very close together so 
that their branches develop interesting shapes, providing a lovely setting for 
erythroniums where in time they may self-seed. Erythroniums can be moved after 
they have died down in June (before they start making new roots in July/August) or 
when shoots first emerge in spring and plants benefit from a mulch early in the year 
before snowdrops start appearing. With appetites whetted, Keith compiles his 
erythronium list in June and although we had missed his April garden open days for 
the erythroniums there will be plenty to see in May, 
June and July. 
 
Then it was time for the Rare Plant Auction with 
seven very desirable plants available to the highest 
bidder. Nigel discovered a new talent as auctioneer 
and bidding was competitive with a rare Paeonia 
suffruticosa var. papaveracea commanding the 
highest price. 



The plant that caught 

everyone’s eye was this 

lovely deutzia 

A lovely clump of Erythronium 

‘Harvington Snowgoose’ 

 

And something of 

interest at every turn 

 
After lunch we drove down the road to Peter and Henny Shotter’s garden, The 
Warren in Lenham. This is a plantsman’s garden of approximately one acre which 
includes many woodlanders and shade lovers. The garden is rarely open to the 
public so this was a real treat in spite of a bitter east wind and an overcast afternoon. 
 
 
 

 
   
   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nice thugs: Arisaema ciliatum 

Joe Sime 
 

Most of the arisaemas grown in the garden either remain as solitary plants, or 
occasionally, produce small off-sets eventually creating a small clump. There is one 
exception. A. ciliatum is stoloniferous. As the pseudostem dies back at the end of the 
growing season the tuber produces stolons which grow to some distance from the 
‘mother’ plant and produce a small bulbil that eventually becomes another tuber. 
Given a good open, well-drained but moist soil it will soon form a large colony. This 
is not as bad as it sounds. 
The tubers do not come into 
growth until late May, and so 
the space can be planted with 
spring ephemerals such as 
tuberous corydalis or wood 
anemones that are finished 
before the arisaemas take 
over. The pseudostems grow 
to about 2 ft. The spathe, 
which is purplish with white 
stripes, grows below the 
radiate leaves which have 8 
to 12 leaflets. When the 
spathe withers it is replaced by a drooping fruiting spike about 3 ins long. The berries 
start green but soon turn red to add autumn interest. Unlike some arisaemas, A. 
ciliatum seems to be reliably self-fertile. It is relatively easy to grow from seed, which 
is usually available in the seed distribution scheme. 
 

 
 
Available Seed: 

If you are a paid up member of the Shade and Woodland Plants Group and would 
like some of the seed offered below, please send a SAE to S.J.Sime, Park Cottage, 
Penley, Wrexham LL13 0LS. 
 
If you have seed to donate, please send it to the same address. 
 
Cardamine kitaibelii 
Erythronium hendersonii 
Rhodotypos scandens 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Shade Planting at Breezy Knees Garden, near York  

Joe Sime 
 
We last visited Breezy Knees in the summer of 2011, following the devastating 
winter of 2010/11. Much of the planting was then still new and had suffered badly 
from the extended frosts. However there was still plenty to see, and the gaps allowed 
us to examine how their herbaceous borders were put together. They had laid 
parallel strips of weed-suppressing fabric about 2 ft wide with 6 in gaps between 
them. The plants were put into the gaps and the whole covered with mulch. One 
would have thought that this would create rather regimented borders, but it did not, 
the plants happily spread into each other giving quite a natural look. 
  
 

 
 
We went back this year to see how things had developed. The borders were 
stunning. However I was also impressed with their planting of their few shady areas. 
Shade is obviously not their first love, and the range of plants used was small, and in 
itself, uninteresting to a plant addict like me, but they were used very skillfully. A few 
hostas, pulmonarias and the tougher epimediums etc, were used en-masse to give  
a pleasing sense of calm that contrasted well with their colourful herbaceous planting 
in the open areas of the garden. The photo sort of sums up their approach where a 
ribbon of hostas threads its way between pulmonarias (now past their best) and 
euphorbia. To the shade addict it is a waste of space that could be full of little 
treasures, but to the average visitor, a pleasing display. 

 



Name this plant  

Joe Sime 
 
T******* c********* 
 
‘Herb (often evergreen), rhizomatous, sometimes stoloniferous; caudex creeping, 
scaly.Leaves simple; cauline leaves absent or 1; petiole 0.2-2 dm; blade 3-13 × 3-10 
cm. Inflorescences racemes, 15-50-flowered, 4-40 × 1-2 cm. Pedicels subtended 
by finely dissected bracts, 0.1-0.8 cm, glandular-stipitate. Flowers: hypanthium 

campanulate, 3-6 mm, glandular-stipitate; perianth radially symmetric; sepals 
spreading at anthesis, reflexed in fruit, 1.5-3.5 × 0.5-1 mm; petals caducous, 
spreading, oblanceolate to elliptic, unlobed, 0.6-1 × 3-4.5 mm, base clawed, apex 3-
toothed; stamens equal, 2-6 mm; anthers oval, 0.3-0.5 mm. Capsules 0.5-1.1 cm. 
Seeds 4-15, ellipsoid, 0.9-1 × 0.4-0.7 mm. 
Flowering Mar-Jul; fruiting Apr-Sep. Open and shady, dry to swampy deciduous 
woods, along streams; 40-800 m.’ 
 
 
 
 
The solution to last 
month’s puzzle was 
Pachysandra terminalis, 
a useful evergreen 
ground cover for shade. 
The basic form is a 
darkish green, but there 
is a good variegated form 
(P. terminalis ‘Variegata’) 
that will brighten up a 
dull, difficult spot. 
 
 
 

 

 

From the editor… 

Joe Sime 

As we move in to the summer months and you visit gardens and nurseries please 
consider writing us a short piece describing the best (and the worst) of these. Please 
send contributions to wasjsime@gmail.com 
. 

 
 

SHADE MONTHLY is compiled by Joe Sime 

This web-friendly version is produced by Tony Bays 
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