
Report for Work Exchange to Berlin 

 
I am a 20 year old Horticultural Apprentice at The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew. As apprentices at Kew 
Gardens we are given the opportunity to take two weeks special leave in order to gain work 
experience at a garden of our choice somewhere in Europe. I chose Berlin as it looked like I would 
benefit the most from its glasshouses and location as I have an extended family in Berlin who could 
accommodate me. By carrying out this trip I hoped to understand how another garden apart from Kew 
Gardens is managed and to also talk with horticulturalists from another part of the world in order to 
see whether there were gaps in my knowledge they could fill. 
 
Berlin-Dahlem Botanischer Garten (Berlin-Dahlem Botanical Garden) in the Dahlem borough of Berlin 
is a medium-sized garden at 43 hectares (106 acres) comprising 22,000 different plant species. 
Within it is a large, fourteen-housed glasshouse with fourteen different zones. These range from the 
largest in the centre (the tropical house) to the smallest (the Victoria house, see figure 1). Next door is 
a large, cathedral-shaped glasshouse housing Mediterranean plants (see figure 2). 
 
There is an extensive outdoor garden made up of a an Italian Garden, Scent and Tactile Garden, 
System of Herbaceous Plants, Swamp and Water Garden, Medicinal Garden, Moss Garden, a series 
of areas known as the Plant Geography (containing Europe, America, Asia, and a Spring Meadow) an 
Alpen Garten (Alpine Garden) and the Arboretum.  
 
The Botanical Museum was extremely interesting. I was given a tour by a man called Parolly, the 
curator of Temperate Mediterranean collections.  Instead of going the typical direction of technology 
(screens), they decided to stick to the tried and true method of having large, three-dimensional 
models of plant parts, food and materials from unique artists who made it for the garden (see figure 
3).  
 
On my first day I was given an induction and tour by a man called Thorsten, the Garden’s curator. I 
was given gloves before being given a man called Klaus, (the manager of the European area of Plant 
Geography). He gave me a tour of the area and subsequent tours of other areas of the garden later 
on in my placement. The tasks I carried out were mainly digging up and replanting. For example on 
my first day I planted many Veronica x schmarkovii (see figure 4) in a naturalistic pattern and did the 
same for Rumex pulcher (see figure 5) a few days later. Most of my time was spent working alongside 
an Armenian exchange worker from Yerevan Botanical Garden called Gev, he was brought over to 
help with the newly developing Caucasus garden. During this first week I noticed the garden has a 
problem with iron in the water causing the bark of many trees to turn a shade of red (see figure 6). 
This apparently doesn’t harm the tree but I found it interesting. 
 
In my second week I began working under Marlon Buethe (the manager of the Alpine Garden). The 
jobs were more relaxed as a lot of the time I worked inside on the potting bench with a part time 
gardener called Ginny. Some of the jobs I carried out was potting up Trientalis borealis (see figure 7), 
planting some Onobychis sp. (see figure 8), and plunging pots of Saxifraga subberticillata into a peat 
mix inside one of the many polytunnels (see figure 9). 
 
On the weekend I visited various gardens around Berlin including Britzer Garden that had a Dahlia 
display at the time (see figure 10), Gardens of the World which had the International Garden 
Exhibition based in it at the time (see figure 11) and also went to Potsdam to visit Potsdam Botanic 
Garden (see figure 12) where I received a tour organized by a man called Michel Burkart, a 
researcher at the garden who happened to be a friend of the people I was staying with.   
 
Contacts made: 
Marlon Buethe (manager of Alpine Garden) – marlon-buethe@web.de 
Ginny (part time gardener) – kanachet@googlemail.com 
Parolly (curator of temperate Mediterranean collections) – G.Parolly@bgbm.org 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: The Tropical House (back) with the 
Waterlily house (front) 

Figure 2: The Mediterranean House 

Figure 3: 3D model of a cross section of a daisy in 
the museum 

Figure 4: Veronica x schmarkovii Figure 5: Rumex pulcher 



 

Figure 7: Trientalis borealis Figure 6: Red bark from iron 

Figure 8: Me planting Onobychis sp. Figure 9: Saxifraga subberticillata inside one of 
the polytunnels in the Alpine Garden 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Figure 10: Dahlia at Britzer Garden 

Figure 11: Display at the International Garden Exhibition 

Figure 12: Victoria amazonica in Potsdam Botanic Garden 


