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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2015 
I don’t know whether it is because time seems to pass more quickly as one gets 
older or if it is really that “time flies when you’re having fun”, but it is hard to 
believe that I am reaching the end of my first year as HPS Chairman.  It has 
been a busy year and I have had an enormous amount to learn – not least 
being how long it takes to do things!  The other important thing I have learned is 
what an enthusiastic, knowledgeable, hard-working and supportive group our 
Trustees and Postholders are. 
I started the year by saying that we needed to do something about our falling 
membership and one of the proposals I took to Trustees was that we should 
appoint a professional communications person to help with raising our profile in 
the media.  Vikki Rimmer has started work and I expect that we shall soon 

start to see the results. 
There is such a lot going on, from national and local events for members, as 
well as those open to the public.  As Chairman, I receive most of the 
newsletters produced by the local and specialist groups.  They contain a very 
wide range of articles and are such a good read.  The range of activities 
organised by volunteers around the country is impressive and so much 
appreciated by the group members.  A constant message though, is that 
groups continue to struggle to find new committee members.  Our members are 
horrified when they realise that there is a real risk that some groups will not 
survive unless people come forward to take on the important roles.  If you 
haven’t already thought about volunteering, why not make this the year you do 
so?  I know from personal experience, how much I gained from being on a local 
committee and working with others to organise an interesting programme of 
garden visits, lectures and other activities.  Thank you to all those who give 
their time to keeping the groups running. 
A new special interest group was launched in 2015 and brings together 
members with a particular interest in Shade and Woodland Plants.  The group 
has already attracted a large number of members and has set up a matrix of 
‘Mini Groups’.  Local coordinators started by arranging a few meetings in their 
area and members are encouraged to create their own informal get-togethers.  
The group publishes an annual paper newsletter and has monthly updates on 
the HPS website.  This new venture for Joe Sime means that he is giving up 

his monthly blog about his north Wales garden. He has written this for three 
years and it, together with the other blogs, has become a regular part of my 
monthly reading.  Thank you to all involved.  
About half our HPS members are also members of local or specialist groups 
and value the opportunity to meet like-minded people and learn about plants.  
The groups are also the way in which many members of the public ‘meet the 
HPS’, at plant sales, displays at shows and in some novel ways, including a 
promotional stand at a supermarket.  Ruth Plant is the Groups Coordinator and 

has worked hard to strengthen the link between the national Society and the 
groups.  I was pleased to attend this year’s annual Group Secretaries’ Meeting, 
at which 34 local and specialist groups were represented, and to hear lots of 
good ideas. 
As usual, the Society has been represented at many shows, both those with a 
national profile and more local ones.  I know that our displays are always of an 
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extremely high standard and this is reflected in the number of awards they 
receive.  What is perhaps even more important is the opportunity they give to 
share plant knowledge with interested members of the public and to encourage 
them to join the Society.  I was proud to be at the Chelsea Flower Show and 
hear the extremely complimentary comments about the silver medal-winning 
display put on by the Kent group. 
Cliff Powlesland took over the running of the Society’s website in 2009 and, 

over the years has worked hard to develop the site and make it more attractive 
and comprehensive.  The number of visitors to the site increased markedly over 
the years and Cliff’s input, with John Dyson’s support as Website Content 

Coordinator, was instrumental in this.  Cliff decided to stand down in the 
summer of 2015 and I wish to thank him for his dedication to the role.  We were 
fortunate that Colin Doughty stepped in to hold the fort and keep the website 

running.  In fact, he has done much more than that.  It quickly became clear 
that the Society was at risk in having only one person who knew how the 
website worked and the Trustees supported me in the decision to commission 
the design and implementation of a modern new website.  I am grateful that 
Colin, John Dyson and Brian Hackett agreed to work with Cotswold Web 

Services to progress this project. 
There have been discussions about having the facility for online payments for 

several years, and I am pleased to say that it has now been implemented.  This 
year, for the first time, it has been possible to order and pay for seeds, and pay 
and renew membership subscriptions online.  As this facility becomes more 
widely used, the pressure on the office in receiving, recording and banking 
large numbers of cheques will reduce.  One other reason for pursuing online 
payments was to enable us to promote a student membership scheme.  A 

pilot scheme will begin in the New Year and will help us to engage with the 
horticulturists of the future. 
Communicating with the public is a challenge and the landscape has changed 
considerably.  These days, as well as having a high quality and up-to-date 
website, a presence on social media is essential.  Sharin Ingleby keeps the 
HPS Facebook page up-to-date and a number of us have ventured onto 
Twitter, thus raising the profile of the Society.  
A selection of articles culled from group newsletters is printed in the twice-
yearly publication Cornucopia, edited by Tony Bays, which has a very loyal 

following.  Any of you who don’t already subscribe should give it a try.  
Cornucopia is just one of the publications which come under the umbrella of the 
Publications Sub-Committee.  The Journal, Newsletter and Booklets all have 
interesting and informative content.  This year, a new and updated booklet on 
Geraniums was launched at the Malvern Spring Show.  Its author is Dr 
Margaret Stone, chairman of the Geranium group and it was edited by Irene 
Tibbenham, Chairman of the Publications Sub-Committee.  The HPS booklet 

series is an important part of the way in which we educate and inform and 
thereby contributes to meeting the requirements for charity status.  Thank you 
to Tony Bays, Lynne Hackett and Pam Ratcliffe for your contribution in 
editorial roles and to Sue Catchpole as Secretary of the Sub-Committee. 
Brian Hackett has continued to develop the Photo Library, acquiring and 

incorporating over 2000 new images over the last year.  Many of these are 
linked to the Seed Distribution Descriptive Database and are a very valuable 
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resource.  Brian also ran the HPS Photographic Competition, supported by 
judges Ruth Baumberg and Barry Sheridan.  

I have long been a donor and grateful recipient of seed from the HPS Seed 
Distribution and in recent years have enjoyed being part of the Southern 
Counties Group packing seed.  It is only now that I realise what a complicated 
and labour intensive job it is.  Pauline Cooper manages the team who receive 

the seed, check names, produce the list, receive the orders, pack and dispatch 
the orders. 
Pauline has this year had to cope with the added complication of the 
introduction of online orders and payments, which required new procedures 
and paperwork, all at a time when she had more than enough on her plate.  
Thank you to Pauline and the very large team involved.  Without members 
collecting and sending in seed, there would, of course, be no scheme. 
Helen Mount has served as Conservation Scheme Coordinator for three years 

and has taken the Scheme forward significantly.  The criteria for the inclusion of 
plants in the scheme have been reviewed and, as a consequence, the number 
of plants has been reduced significantly.  Helen has led the work in streamlining 
the reporting by coordinators and growers and the details available on the 
website are now more relevant.  A regular feature on the website is the 
description of one of the plants included in the conservation scheme. 
John McGhee presents his own report as Treasurer, but I believe the Society 

owes him a particular debt of gratitude.  He puts in a great deal of effort and 
time to ensure that our finances are in good shape. 
Elaine Lofthouse has worked with three Chairmen over her four years as 

Honorary Secretary.  I can only speak for her relationship with me, but I have 
been immensely grateful for her patience, support and guidance, particularly as 
I came into this role with no previous experience as a Trustee or in any national 
role.  The responsibilities of the Honorary Secretary are far broader than 
sometimes imagined and organising and taking minutes at meetings is the least 
of her duties.  Elaine has embraced the many facets of the role, not least of 
which is responsibility for the running of the office.  I am pleased to report that 
Olivia Spencer has agreed to be nominated to take over this important role. 

Having mentioned the office twice now, I shall take this opportunity to reflect on 
the work which is undertaken by Sally and Rachel.  One large task which has 

been undertaken this year is the compilation of an office manual, gathering 
together information about the processes involved in running the office and the 
various tasks which arise during the year.  The workload is unremitting, but they 
approach it with enthusiasm. 
Our President Roy Lancaster continues to support the Society.  His talk in the 

autumn organised by the Lincolnshire Group drew an appreciative audience 
from much farther afield.  We are fortunate to have such an excellent 
ambassador. 
Trustees generally serve a four year term and this year we shall be saying 
goodbye to Diana Bellerby, Helen Boothman and Sue Catchpole.  My thanks 

to them for their contribution over the years. 
Thank you also to Ruth Baumberg, who came forward last year to support me 

by taking on the role of Vice Chairman – her wise counsel has been invaluable.  
As Ruth steps down, another Ruth has agreed to take on the role:  Ruth Plant 
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will be nominated as Vice Chairman for 2016, as well as continuing with her 
role as Groups Coordinator. 
I was out of commission for a couple of months at the turn of the year and was 
not able to do as much as I would have wished.  I wish to thank the Officers 
and Postholders who stepped in and made sure that it was business as usual. 
I look forward to continuing with the projects which have been started and 
working to promote the HPS as vibrant and inclusive – welcoming people with 
all levels of knowledge from expert to beginner. 

Cathy Rollinson, Chairman 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

1.45pm Saturday 19 March 2016 

Reigate College, Castlefield Road, Reigate, Surrey RH2 0SD (For satnavs, 
use postcode RH2 0QF) 

Notice is hereby given that the 59
th

 Annual General Meeting of members of 

the Hardy Plant Society will be held at Reigate College, Castlefield Road, 

Reigate, Surrey, on Saturday 19 March 2016 starting at 1.45pm for the 

purpose of executing the business set out below. Members who wish to tender 

their apologies for absence or early departure may do so via the Administrator 

or the Honorary Secretary. 

 
Agenda  

Apologies for Absence 
1. To approve the minutes of the 58

th
 Annual General Meeting held on 

Saturday 28
th

 March 2015,  (as printed in the July 2015 Newsletter) as a correct 
record. 
 
2. To consider any matters arising from the minutes of the 2015 AGM. 

 
3. To adopt the Chairman’s Annual Report. 

 
4. To adopt the Financial Report.  
 
5. To elect a Chairman of the Society. 

Standing for election as Chairman 
CATHY ROLLINSON 
Proposer: Colin Moat Seconder: Elaine Lofthouse 
 
6. To elect the other Officers of the Society. 

Standing for election as Vice-chairman 
RUTH PLANT 
Proposer: Cathy Rollinson  Seconder: John McGhee 
 
Standing for election as Honorary Treasurer 
JOHN MCGHEE 
Proposer: Elaine Lofthouse  Seconder: Sandra Hartley 
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Standing for election as Honorary Secretary 
OLIVIA SPENCER 
Proposer: Cathy Rollinson  Seconder: Ruth Plant 
 
7. To elect Trustees of the Society 

The Constitution (2011) provides for a maximum of 12 elected Trustees each 
for a 4 year period of office. The following nominations for the period March 
2016 to March 2020 have been received.  
 
STUART SENIOR (Somerset Group) 

Proposer: Roy Stickland  Seconder: Lady Ro Fitzgerald 
 
JAN VAUGHAN (Worcestershire Group) 
Proposer: Lyn Maile  Seconder: David Pollitt 

 
8. To make a vote of thanks to Ruth Baumberg who is standing down as 

Trustee and Vice Chairman and to Elaine Lofthouse standing down as Trustee 

and Hon. Secretary at this AGM 

To Diana Bellerby, Helen Boothman and Sue Catchpole who are standing 
down as Trustees at this AGM 
 
9. To elect HAINES WATTS, Worcester Ltd as the Independent Examiners of 

the Society’s accounts. 
 
10. Student membership 

 
Item 10 concludes the formal business of the meeting.  

 
This will be followed by the Open Forum in which members are welcome to 
raise any issue for further consideration by Trustees or, as appropriate, for 
immediate response by officers or by other members present.  

Elaine Lofthouse, Hon. Secretary 
 

 
Biographical Summaries: 
Cathy Rollinson is a long-standing member of the HPS and former Chairman 

of Southern Counties Group.  She gardens in Surrey and enjoys nothing more 
than visiting specialist nurseries and then squeezing her acquisitions into an 
already full garden.  She was elected Chairman last year and is looking forward 
to a second busy year with the Society. 
 
Ruth Plant has been a member of the Staffordshire Group since it was formed 

in 1997 and she has served on the group committee in a number of roles, most 
recently as Chairman. Helped by her husband, she gardens half an acre in a 
rural setting, opening for the National Garden Scheme in May, June, and July 
each year. 
She retired from Local Government in late 2013 and was finally able to 
exchange responsibility for Waste Collection, Car Parks, & Public Space CCTV 
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for pursuing her passion for plants, horticulture and the Society.  She is a 
qualified public finance accountant.  
Ruth has been the HPS Groups Coordinator since 2014, and looks forward to 
combining this with the role of Vice Chairman to the Society.  
 
John McGhee is standing for a third year as Hon Treasurer. He is an active 

member and former Treasurer of Worcestershire Group. He is involved in 
organising local and national events as well as the HPS stand at Malvern 
Spring Show for the last four years. John has an accounting degree and a 
background in the manufacturing industry. 
 
Olivia Spencer served for many years as a senior manager in local 

government and ten years ago became an independent management 
consultant specialising in leadership development and team building for 
statutory and voluntary organisations. 
She is a Myers Briggs practitioner and leader in services improvement, team 
and individual development, training and coaching. 
Olivia retired recently and is keen to support the HPS in their development and 
continued success. 
 
Stuart Senior With an academic grounding in engineering, Stuart moved on to 

spend the bulk of his career delivering large change programmes underpinned 
by information technology (IT).  The bulk of his career was with the consulting 
division of Coopers & Lybrand and he subsequently worked for British Gas and 
Marks & Spencer as Director of IT and Change.  Most recently he was Chief 
Executive of ELEXON which undertakes the balancing and settlement roles in 
the wholesale electricity market.  He is a Trustee and Treasurer of the 
Somerset Gardens Trust and performs a similar role for the Somerset Group of 
the Hardy Plant Society for whom he is also Newsletter Editor and webmaster.  
In addition, he is Finance Officer for Parks & Gardens UK and is an active 
member of the International Dendrology Society.  He is in the process of 
creating a modest arboretum in his few acres of Somerset. 
 
Jan Vaughan has lived and gardened in Malvern, Worcestershire for over 20 

years, she is a retired GP and a long-standing member of the HPS, currently 
chairman of HPS Worcestershire Group (having joined the group at formation 
and been secretary in the early days) and has been involved in creating the 
HPS stand at the Malvern Spring Festival for the last 2 years. Jan is also a 
committee member for the Shade & Woodland Plants Group. 

 
HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY 

Saturday 19 March 2016 
This year the Annual Lecture Day will be hosted by the Southern Counties 
Group and held at Reigate College, Castlefield Road, Reigate, Surrey RH2 
0SD (For satnavs, use postcode RH2 0QF) 

www.reigate.ac.uk          Tel: 01737 221118 
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Programme for the Day 

9.15 am –10.30 am Registration, coffee/tea and biscuits, plant sales 

10.45 Welcome and introduction 

11.00 

Lecture: Kevin Hughes of Kevin Hughes Plants at 

Heale House Gardens nr Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Stars of the Spring Garden 

12.15 Question time 

12.30 pm Buffet lunch, tea and coffee, plant sales 

1.45 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

2.45 Tea/coffee and biscuits 

3.15 

Lecture: Troy Scott Smith, Head Gardener at 

Sissinghurst 
Revitalising Vita 

4.30 Closing vote of thanks 

 
Kevin Hughes With a keen interest in natural history, Kevin initially trained in 

ecology, spending 15 years studying the Dartford warbler. Eventually the plant 
bug took over and he spent seven years as head gardener on a 15-acre estate, 
before he moved on to renovating, restoring and then running Spinners Garden 
and Nursery, where he held a National Collection of trilliums. In 2004 he set up 
his own nursery, now at Heale House Garden near Salisbury. Here he grows 
rare and unusual trees and shrubs, especially magnolias, hardy plants, 
climbers and trilliums. He participates in the RHS Woody Plant Trials and is a 
member of the Woody Plant Committee. 
 
Troy Scott Smith Having studied at Askham Bryan College, with a spell as a 
student gardener at Bodnant in 1990, Troy went on to work at Harewood House 
before going to France as a garden designer and landscaper. On returning to 
Britain, he began his career with the National Trust as senior gardener at 
Sissinghurst. He went on to be Head Gardener at The Courts and Curator at 
Hyde Hall, and returning in 2006 to Bodnant as Head Gardener. In 2013 he 
was appointed Head Gardener at Sissinghurst. In 2003 he was chosen RHS 

Professional Photographer of the Year. 

 The Southern Counties Group will be running a Plant Stall stocked with 
plants donated by members, and would be grateful for any contributions. 

 There will be a raffle, to be drawn during the day, with prizes to be 
collected during the afternoon break. 

 There will be a sale of Plant Supports supplied by the Worcestershire 
Group. Please order plant supports in advance, using the order form on 
the HPS website or email j.mcghee@btinternet.com for an order form. 

 
 



 

10 

 

Nurseries attending: 

Plants can be ordered in advance, for collection on the day: 

 Kevin Hughes Plants Heale House, Middle Woodford, Salisbury, Wiltshire 
SP4 6NT      www.kevinsplants.co.uk 
Email: kevin.d.hughes@btinternet.com   Tel:  01722 782504 

 Long Acre Plants Charlton Musgrove, nr Wincanton, Somerset     BA9 8EX 
(Nigel and Michelle Rowland)        www.plantsforshade.co.uk  
Email:  info@longacreplants.co.uk  Tel:  01963 32802   

 Daisy Roots Jenningsbury, London Road, Hertford, Herts. SG13 7NS 

(Anne Godfrey)          www.daisyroots.com 
Email:  anne@daisyroots.com  Tel:  07958 563355 

 Marcus Dancer Plants Kilcreggan, Alderholt Road, Sandleheath, 
Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 1PT             www.clematisplants.co.uk  
Email: marcus.dancer@btopenworld.com  
Tel: 01425 652747    Mob: 07709 922730 

 

Booking and costs 
Please use the booking form on page 27 or download it from the website 
(see under Events). 

 
The fee for the day is £22 per member including a buffet lunch and 
refreshments. The venue caters for special dietary needs - please indicate 
your requirements on the booking form.  
If members bring their own lunch the cost for the day will be £10 per 
person. Tea and coffee will be available to everyone throughout the day. 
Note: There is no charge for members wishing to attend the Annual General 
Meeting only. 
 

CLOSING DATE FOR BOOKINGS: MONDAY 7 MARCH 2016 

 
Directions 
For satnavs, use postcode RH2 0QF  
From East and West on the M25 
Reigate College is a short distance from Jct 8 on the M25.  

 If approaching from the east, take first exit from the roundabout on to the 

A217 to Reigate, keep in the right-hand lane to avoid being sent down the 

exit to Merstham. Continue down the hill to Reigate. After the level 

crossing, take first left into Rushworth Road. The entrance to the car park 

is a short way along, on the right. 

 If approaching from the west, take third exit, on to the A217. Take the 

middle lane as you approach the traffic lights at this exit and keep in the 

right-hand lane on the slip road. Then continue as above. 

 
From East and West on the A25 

 From the east, enter the one-way system in Reigate, keeping in the right-

hand lane. Turn right at the traffic lights, signed to the M25. Then move to 



 

11 

 

the left lane, and take the second exit, on to the A217, signed to London 

and the M25. Stay in the left lane at this point, as the right lane turns off too 

soon. Turn right into Rushworth Road, just before the level crossing.  

 From the west, enter the one-way system and then take the second exit, 

on to the A217, as above. If approaching from the south on the A217, enter 

the one-way system, keep to the right-hand lane, and then continue as 

above. 

 
Reigate Railway station is a few minutes’ walk from the College. 
For a map of the area, see http://www.reigate.ac.uk/contact-us 

 

Accommodation  
For local hotels, B & Bs, etc look online. Websites include: 
http://www.hotels.uk.com/uk/Surrey/Reigate-hotels.htm?order=dist 
 

Places to visit 

 RHS Garden Wisley https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley 

 Brooklands Motor Museum http://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/ 

 Painshill Park, Cobham http://www.painshill.co.uk/visit-painshill/ 

 Walnut House, 1 Gatton Close, Reigate RH2 0HG. Southern Counties 

member Inger Laan and her husband Dirk will kindly be opening their 

garden especially for us on Friday 18 March (2.00 to 5.00 pm) and Sunday 

20 Mar (10.00 am to 12 noon; 2.00 to 5.00 pm). Many of you will have 

visited this lovely garden on the Autumn Weekend in 2010. There have 

been several developments since then. 

The garden is a short way up the hill from Reigate College. On Reigate Hill, 

turn east on to Raglan Road, almost opposite Reigate Manor Hotel.  (Coming 
from Jct 8 on the M25, take first left after the Esso petrol station and Reigate 
Manor Hotel; coming from the town centre, turn right just before Reigate 

Manor Hotel – yellow box junction, speed camera box on the corner). At the 
cross roads, turn left on to Gatton Road. This is a U-shaped crescent and 
Gatton Close is the third road on the left, about 500 yds along, at the far top 
corner. Please park on Gatton Road. Walnut House is the first house on the 

left, about 50 yds from the entrance of Gatton Close.       Tel: 01737 241081 

 
INTRODUCING OUR NEW HONORARY SECRETARY 

I am delighted to be taking up the role of Honorary Secretary from March this 
year. It is my aim to continue the tradition of robust administration and support 
for both the membership and the society. 

I spend much time with my lovely family, friends and my leisure interests. 
Gardening is in my blood. From an early age, I followed my grandfather helping 
him with his extensive garden. I learnt so much from him and his fantastic 
expertise in propagation and cultivation. His advice has always been an 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley
http://www.brooklandsmuseum.com/
http://www.painshill.co.uk/visit-painshill/
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inspiration. My challenge is an ongoing battle with ground elder in a garden that 
looks over the Cannock Chase!  
 
Hardy plants continue to surprise and fill me with wonder at their variety and 
beauty. I believe that I bring a dedication and passion in developing and 
supporting a Society that is vital to making our gardens and their plants 
spectacular and sustainable. 

Olivia Spencer 
 

AN APPRECIATION OF ROGER AND MARGARET DAVISON 
In September 2015, we learned of the death of Margaret Davison, the 

surviving member of a remarkable partnership. Roger and Margaret were for 
many years the 'engine' that ran the HPS Seed Distribution Scheme. From the 
early 1990s, they, with the co-organisers Gordon and Joy Brookes, put the 

Scheme onto a footing that belied the fact that it was an amateur operation. 
The Davisons were responsible for the reception, cataloguing and packing of 
the seed, while the Brookes in due course filled and sent out the orders. 
 
Roger soon realised that the operation of the Scheme needed to be taken to a 
new level of efficiency, and using his background as a scientist and his 
experience in industry, he wrote and administered an increasingly sophisticated 
computer programme. This recorded the seed sent, and the details of the 
donors, who received 'thank you' cards; it generated the Seed List which was 
sent out to members, and from which thousands of labels for the packeted seed 
were printed. This helped him to keep track of all manner of useful statistics and 
during the years that the Davisons administered the scheme, it grew to a size 
that amazed us all. They were also at pains to ensure the horticultural credibility 
of the scheme, and spent hours tracking down experts to help with seed 
identification. They also introduced the concept CC (“consider carefully”) of 
warning members that seed of cultivars might not come true, in an attempt to 
avoid the later misnaming of raised plants. 
 
Practical ideas abounded at their home in Grimsby which was turned over 
completely to seed packing each autumn. There was a simple but very effective 
stock control system, meaning that waste of packeted seed was kept to a 
minimum. The tendency of seed to migrate and get mixed up meant that 
volunteer packers were told never to pick up spilled seed from the white cloth 
covering the dining room table, which was lifted and shaken clean each 
evening to ensure a fresh start the next day. And while the volunteers packed 
they chatted and laughed and consumed quantities of hot drinks unstintingly 
provided by Margaret. For many of us, the weeks spent at their home each 
year, 'working' for the Society, were something to look forward to. Both Society 
and individual members owe them a great debt.    

 Judy Harry 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SHOWS FOR 2016 

Date Event HPS Group 

14 Feb Galanthus Group AGM & Study Day, Chedworth Galanthus 

16-17 Feb RHS London Early Spring Plant Fair  

20 Feb 2nd Annual Seed Swop Lincoln 

19 Mar HPS AGM & Annual Lecture Day, Reigate, Surrey Southern 
Counties  

23 Mar Toby Buckland - Continuous Colour in the Garden, 
Welton, Lincolnshire 

Lincolnshire  

26 Mar East Lambrook Manor Gardens Early Spring Plant 
Fair 

Somerset 

1-2 April RHS London Spring Plant Extravaganza  

9 April Passionate about Plants Day Conference, Pinner, 
Middlesex  

Middlesex 

10 April Plant Fair, Bicton, nr Shrewsbury Shropshire 

15-17 
April 

RHS Cardiff Flower Show  

16 April Pulmonaria Group AGM, Stogumber, Somerset Pulmonaria 

21-24 
April 

Harrogate Spring Flower Show West Yorkshire 

30 Ap-1My Plant Sale, RHS Harlow Carr Harrogate West Yorkshire 

5-8 May RHS Malvern Spring Festival Worcestershire 

7 May Plant Fayre, Wimborne Dorset 

8 May Annual Plant Sale, Biggleswade Cambs & Bed 

8 May Annual Plant Sale, Holywell Clywd 

13 May Plant Auction, Leeds West Yorkshire 

14 May Annual Plant Sale, Welton Lincolnshire 

21 May Shade & Woodland Group AGM, Penley, 
Wrexham 

Shade & 
Woodland 

21 May Annual Plant Sale, Reading Berkshire 

21-22 May Plant Sale, Sheffield Botanic Gardens South Pennine  

22 May Plant Sale, Little Haywood nr Stafford Staffordshire 

24-28 May RHS Chelsea Flower Show  

3-4 June RHS London Rose Show  

4 June Variegated Plant Group AGM, Offenham VPG 

4 June Plant Sale, St Albans Hertfordshire 
10-12 June RHS Harlow Carr Flower Show, Harrogate  

11 June Geranium Day 2016, Powick Parish Hall, 
Worcester 

Hardy Geranium 

18-19 
June 

RHS Plant Society Show, Wisley Southern 
Counties 

19 June Peony Group AGM, Newtown Peony 

20-24 July RHS Tatton Park Flower Show Cheshire & 
Friends 

30 July Ranunculaceae AGM, Hesketh Bank, Preston Ranunculaceae 

18-21 Aug Southport Flower Show North West 

10 Sept Usk Show Monmouthshire 

16-18 Harrogate Autumn Show West Yorkshire 
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Sept 

18 Sept Plant Sale, Sheffield Botanic Gardens South Pennine  

24-26 Sept RHS Malvern Autumn Show Worcestershire 

8 Oct Three Go Wild Lecture Day, Romsey, Hants Hampshire 

14 Oct  Plant Auction, Leeds West Yorkshire 

22 Oct Glory of the Garden Autumn Day Conference, 
Lincolnshire 

Lincolnshire 

28-29 Oct RHS London Shades of Autumn Show  

17-18 Dec RHS London Christmas Show  

 
NB  Trustees Meetings – 8 March, 14 June, 18 October; Publications –  
1 Mar, Oct (TBC); Group Secretaries -1 Oct; Conservation Scheme – 15 Oct 

Ruth Plant, Groups Co-ordinator 
 

 
HARDY PLANT SOCIETY RANUNCULACEAE GROUP ANNUAL 

LECTURE DAY 
Saturday 30 July 2016 

Dr Mary Toomey speaking on Small Flowered Clematis for all Seasons 
at the Hesketh with Becconsall Community Centre, Hesketh Bank, nr Preston, 

Lancashire PR4 6SR 
and in the afternoon a guided tour by Richard Hodson of Hawthornes Nursery, 

Marsh Road, Hesketh Bank, nr Preston, Lancashire PR4 6XT. 
 

There is no AGM at this meeting, so voting will be by postal ballot; information 
will be in the Groups newsletter.  
 
Following registration there will be time to meet up with friends over coffee and 
to buy plants. Sue Lander, our Chairman, will then give a short update of 
recent happenings in our group, followed by the Treasurer, Vivienne McGhee, 

bringing us up to date with our finances. 
 
Dr Mary Toomey, whose knowledge of clematis is world renowned, has very 
kindly agreed to speak to us on Small Flowered Clematis for all Seasons. This, 
as many of you know, will be delivered full of enthusiasm and passion for her 
love of the genus. 
 
In the afternoon we will be given a guided tour of Richard Hodson’s 
Hawthornes Nursery. This is a specialist working nursery and Richard will have 
great pleasure in showing us, not only his collection of Clematis viticella but 

also his many species clematis. His garden has over 200 clematis, as well as 
old-fashioned roses and perennials. 
 
This is not a day to be missed:  to book a place please see www.hardy-
plant.org.uk/ranunculaceae/ or the next HPS Ranunculaceae newsletter or you 
can request one by emailing Sue Hough on susanahough@gmail.com or 
telephone 01420 562039. 
 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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THE LINCOLNSHIRE GROUP AUTUMN DAY CONFERENCE 

Saturday 22 October 2016, 9.45am to 4pm 
(doors open 9.30) 

 
The Glory of the 

Garden 
 William Farr School 

Lincoln Road 
WELTON 

Lincolnshire LN2 3JB 

 
Our national Chairman Cathy Rollinson has kindly agreed to 

officiate 
 

Jaime Blake - The weeding of the 5000 with 2 hoes and 5 wishes  

          Curator of the Dell Garden at Bressingham and RHS Trials and 
          Herbaceous Plant Committee member. 
         Andrew Humphris - Ultimate Garden Plants  

         Head gardener of Wollerton Old Hall and well known speaker. 
         Dr. John Grimshaw - The Next Level – trees and shrubs in the Garden 

         Director of Yorkshire Arboretum, Vice-Chair RHS Woody Plants   
         Committee, Honorary Elder of Lerang’wa Village, Tanzania. 
         Heather Russell  - My Dream Garden  

         Chairman of North East England HPS and gardens at Bolam Cottage  
         Gardens, Northumberland. 

 

A one-day Conference with four distinguished speakers. There is ample on-site 
parking, disabled access and WCs. 
After the second speaker, pre-ordered lunches will be available OR you may 

provide your own. 
Coffee, tea, cakes and biscuits will be on sale between speakers and during the 
lunch break. 
A garden-themed raffle will be held. Plant stalls and gardening sundries for 
sale. 
 
TICKETS are £10 for Lincolnshire Group members and £20 for HPS 
members of other Groups and MUST BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE as they 
will not be available on the door. Book early to avoid disappointment! 
Additional details and application forms are available from 

www.hpslincolnshire.btck.co.uk or the national website www.hardy-plant.org.uk  
Or write to: Di Puncheon, 7 High Street, EAST FERRY, Gainsborough DN21 
3DZ Tel: 01427 800008 email: Dianepuncheon@yahoo.com 
Payment by cheque payable to Hardy Plant Society Lincolnshire Group. 
Please include a stamped addressed envelope for your tickets. 

http://www.hpslincolnshire.btck.co.uk/
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
mailto:Dianepuncheon@yahoo.com
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PASSIONATE ABOUT PLANTS 2016 
Presented by the HPS Middlesex Group 

Saturday 9th April 2016 

9.45 am – 4.00 pm (doors open 9.00 am) 

Haydon School, Wiltshire Lane, Pinner, Middlesex, HA5 2LX 
This will be our 7th biennial Passionate About Plants event and we’re looking 

forward to seeing you for what promises to be a lively and entertaining day. 
 

Diarmuid Gavin - A Mischievous Life Making Show Gardens   

Always controversial, never boring, Diarmuid takes gardens that one 
step further - there’s bound to be mischief! 
Helen Dillon - Keeping the Show on the Road 

From creating her inspirational Dublin garden over 40 years, Helen 
shows how the best gardens evolve and keep blooming. 
Joe Swift - 15 years of TV Gardening 
Popular Gardeners’ World presenter, Joe mixes the know-how you’d 
expect from a Chelsea Gold Medal winner with more than a dash of 
humour! 

 
Passionate About Plants is a great opportunity to meet other Hardy Planters. 

There will be specialist nurseries with a terrific selection of hardy plants for sale 
and stalls with garden sundries.  We will be holding a gardening-themed raffle. 
Tea and coffee will be on sale from 9.00 am and lunches will be available to 
buy. 
 

Tickets are selling fast – so don’t delay – treat yourself to a special day 
out! 
Tickets for the day are £25.00 and must be booked in advance, as they will 

not be available on the door.   
Additional details and an application form are available from our website at: 

www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk or write to: 
PAP, Keith Hamilton, 82 Brunswick Road, Ealing, W5  1AE. 
Tel:  07956 246079;    email:  keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com 
 
Payment by cheque made payable to Hardy Plant Society Middlesex Group 
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your tickets. 

 
Planning a weekend or need overnight accommodation? 

Historic Grim’s Dyke Hotel, with 40 acres of grounds and gardens, is four miles 
from our venue. For those attending Passionate About Plants the hotel is 

offering a special rate of £75.00 for single occupancy and £85.00 for double 
occupancy.   The rates include breakfast and VAT.   Please contact Keith 
Hamilton for the code you will need to quote at the time of booking to obtain this 
special price.  
Your reservation and payment must be made directly with the hotel:  

http://www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk/
mailto:keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com
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Hotel website:  http://www.grimsdyke.com/      
Telephone:  +44(0) 208 385 3100   email: reservations@grimsdyke.com 

Hampshire Group Lecture Day  

THREE GO WILD 
with  

Roy Lancaster, Keith Wiley and Kevin Hughes 

Saturday 8 October 2016 from 9.15 to 16.30 
The Lantern Theatre, Mountbatten School, Whitenap Lane, 

Romsey, Hampshire SO51 5SY 
 

Roy Lancaster OBE, VMH, FI Hort FLS  
Hardy Plant Society President whose talk, Return to the Mother of Gardens, will 

take you on a journey in the footsteps of Forrest, Kingdon Ward and Wilson to 
name a few.  Roy will discuss and show you the many varied and interesting 
plants he saw on his recent trips to China.  
Roy was the first Curator of The Hillier Arboretum, (now the Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens); and has been a member of the RHS for over 40 years.  His interest 
in plants stems back to his teens and was fuelled by visits to wild places like 
Malaysia and Nepal.  Nothing gives him more pleasure than to pass on his vast 
amount of plant knowledge and experiences to young and old alike. 
Keith Wiley of Wildside Nursery, Devon –will be giving us a South African 
Floral Treasure looking in depth at the vast range of plants growing there and 
how we can use them in our gardens.  Keith was head gardener/manager at 
The Garden House, Dartmoor from 1978 – 2003.  In 2004 he and wife Ros, 
relocated and created Wildside Nursery and Garden. Keith allows his plants to 
thrive much as they would in their natural habitat.  His inspirational planting 
themes come from sights he has seen around the world. 
Kevin Hughes of Kevin Hughes Plants, nr Salisbury – Kevin’s talk will abound 

with enthusiasm when he takes you on an Exploration into the North American 
Wilderness. He will open your eyes to the habitats of plants and wildlife that for 
over 15 years, he has seen on his plant seeking trips, although he abhors the 
strip mining of plants in the wild for commercial use. Kevin runs a successful 
nursery at Heale House Garden; he has built up an amazing variety of trees, 

shrubs and herbaceous plants, many not readily available in the trade.  In 2004 
he set up his own nursery Kevin Hughes Plants, where he uses zero amounts 
of pesticides.   
 
Cost is £20 & includes tea/coffee throughout the day.  
Please note lunch is not provided. 

Priority will be given to Hampshire Group members up to Saturday 9 April 2016; 
after this date it will be open to all HPS members.  Applications received before 
the 9 April from non-Hampshire members will be processed after this date, in 
date receipt order. 
Nurseries selling plants: Wildside Nursery, Kevin Hughes Plants and Marina 
Christopher of Phoenix Plants 
For a booking form, please contact: Sue Hough, Old Rose Cottage, 87 
Blackberry Lane, Four Marks, GU34 5DG or go to the HPS Website.   
 Tel: 01420 562039   email: susanahough@gmail.com 

http://www.grimsdyke.com/
mailto:reservations@grimsdyke.com
mailto:susanahough@gmail.com


 

18 

 

 
 

EAST LAMBROOK MANOR GARDENS PLANT FAIR! 
Somerset Group will once again be collaborating with the owners of East 
Lambrook Manor Gardens for the very popular Early Spring Plant Fair on 
Saturday 26 March.  It attracts a lot of super nurseries as well as crowds of 

punters keen to buy the choice plant material they know will be available.  
The sale opens at 10.00 am and closes at 4.00 pm and the entry price includes 
access to the gardens (which remain open until their normal closing time of 
5.00 pm). For members of the HPS and RHS there is a reduced entry price of 
£3.50.   
To recharge the batteries, the Rose & Crown pub right opposite the gardens 

provides a reasonable menu (it pays to book in advance!), whilst the cafeteria 
on site has tea/coffee and cakes throughout the day and very good soup 
around lunchtime.  So come and make a day of it!  More detail is on the 
Somerset Group website, including the list of nurseries attending and location 
details. 

Roy Stickland 

 
PEONY GROUP STUDY DAY  

Sunday 19 June 2016 
Our Study Day will be held at Claire Austen’s Nursery, White Hopton Farm, 
Wern Lane, Sarn Powys SY16 4EN.  Registration and coffee at 10.00am 
followed by a short AGM and our guest speaker for the day, Gail Harland. 

Gail is a founder member of our Peony Group and author of the recent HPS 
publication Peonies and will speak to us on Lactiflora Peonies.   
After lunch Claire will introduce us to her garden and nursery fields when we 
can explore at our leisure.  It is a very special privilege to have this opportunity 
as she only opens one day a year to the public. 
There will be a Group Plant stall and plants from the nursery will also be 
available for purchase.   
 
The cost for the day is £8.00 for Group members, £9.00 for HPS members and 

£15 for visitors. This includes tea/coffee and biscuits but not lunch. 
Booking to book a place please see the Peony Group page of the HPS 
website or contact Kath Carey by email john.carey516@btinternet.com or by 
writing (with sae) to Kath Carey, Thorncar, Windmill Lane, Appleton Warrington 
WA4 5JN 

 
VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING 2016 

Offenham Village Hall, nr Evesham, Worcestershire 
Saturday 4 June, 10am - 4pm 

The day starts at 10am in Offenham Village Hall with registration and 
tea/coffee, followed by the AGM, and then a mix of plant discussion and an 
auction.  As well as the opportunity to acquire the unusual plants on offer - our 
auctioneer and Chairman, Bob Brown, always provides great entertainment. 
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After a break for lunch we’ll visit Ed Brown’s nursery and the Plant Heritage 

National Collection of Sambucus – a chance to see the considerable range of 
plants in this genus as well as, of course, a chance to buy plants.  
 
The day is open to VPG members only, but is free of charge. Membership of 
the group is £4 per year making the meeting a bargain day out. On this 
occasion Bob has very kindly offered to organise a buffet lunch at a cost of £8 
per person. If you would like more details of the meeting, or information about 
joining the VPG, then please contact me, Brian Dockerill 01443 402999, 

variegated@hardy-plant.org.uk 
 

 2016 PULMONARIA GROUP ANNUAL MEETING AND AGM  
The meeting will take place on April 16 in Stogumber Village Hall just south 
of Minehead in Somerset. Julian Sutton will be giving us a talk in the morning 
entitled Can’t change ‘em: stories from the life of Pulmonarias.  
 
Long Acre Nursery will be selling plants, and there will be our own Group sales 
table. In the afternoon we will visit Elworthy Cottage Plants Nursery and Garden 
where a wide range of Pulmonarias will be for sale as well as many other 
treasures. 
 
Guests are warmly welcome and full details are on the website or can be 
obtained from the Secretary, Barry Street on 01494713476 or 

barry.street@virgin.net 

 

SHADE AND WOODLAND PLANTS GROUP AGM  
After a very successful start, the Shade and Woodland Plants Group is now 
moving into its second year. The 2016 AGM is arranged for Saturday 21 May, 
at Penley Village Hall, Wrexham and bookings are now being taken. The 
programme is a full and exciting one. Starting at 11.15am Dr Andrew Ward will 
speak on Woodland Gems, and will have plants for sale. There will also be 
members' plants for sale, a special plant auction and Dr Joe Sime will give an 

introduction to his 5 acre garden, which we will visit in the afternoon. Non-
members of the Group are welcome too. In addition to our excellent annual 
hard-copy newsletter, Joe Sime produces Shade Monthly online - it's worth 
joining the Group for this alone. 
 
Other events, such as garden openings and mini-group meetings, are being 
arranged, and the Group plans to have a small publicity stand at the National 
AGM, which will be held in Surrey. We'd love to see you there! 
 
For booking: contact Diane Garner (see Contacts Information) or visit 
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/shade/index.php 

 
CORNUCOPIA 

Cornucopia, published each spring and autumn, brings you the pick of the best 
articles from the Society’s local and specialist group Newsletters – but only if 
you are a subscriber. You are not too late to take out a new annual subscription 

mailto:variegated@hardy-plant.org.uk
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or to renew an existing one, but you do need to act promptly. To receive this 
year’s two issues send a cheque for £3 (to include UK postage), payable to 
‘The Hardy Plant Society’, to the HPS Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 

Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. 

Tony Bays, Cornucopia Editor 
 

THE HALF HARDY GROUP 
The discontinuity in the publication of Borderlines has ended with the 
distribution of issue No. 42 under the editorship of Yoke van der Meer. Now is 
the time to subscribe to the group by taking out membership.  
Contact Valerie Livesey for details. 
 
 

GERANIUM DAY 2016 
Saturday 11 June 2016 

The Hardy Geranium Group invites you to join them for Geranium Day 
at Powick Parish Hall, Worcester 

and afterwards at Callow End, Worcester 
 

In the morning we will have a brief AGM followed by a talk given by Bob Brown 
of Cotswold Garden Flowers speaking on Geraniums – Restraint and 
Discrimination. Plants will also be for sale.  In the afternoon there is a visit to 
the garden of Margaret Stone who holds national collections of GG. 

Macrorrhizum, x cantabridgiense and sanguimeum. 
 
Non-members of the group will be most welcome.   
 
Further details from the Group Secretary – Oliver Folkard, 1 Barons close, 

Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 8BE, 01328 851468. 
 

PHOTO LIBRARY 
The Photo Library is continuing to grow, thanks to the generosity of members 
who are sending lots of good pictures to me. 
 

I’m also pleased to report that there is increasing use of the library by those 
who need images in their publications. We don’t make any charge for use of 
our images, but we do ask for accreditation when they are used – our objective 
is to raise the profile of the Society. If you need any image that you find in the 
library, just email me and I’ll send you a higher resolution version, without the 
watermark. 
 
Although use of the library is growing, I’m not receiving any requests from 
members who are preparing talks! I still receive one or two requests a year for 
slides, but never for digital images. I’m puzzled as to why that should be – do 
people just use their own pictures these days, or is there some other reason? If 
you have any views on that subject, I’d be pleased to hear from you. 
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We still need more pictures for the library, especially those which can be linked 
to the Seed Distribution service. You can see a list of images we are 
particularly keen to get at: 
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/imagelibrary/wanted.php 
 
Any pictures you send can be added to the library as long as they are clear and 

accurately named. Most modern cameras will do the job to the standard we 
need; unfortunately the average mobile phone isn’t up to the job, though 
they are getting better. 
 
If you only have one or two pictures to send me, just attach them to an 
email to photos@hardy-plant.org.uk. 
 
If you have lots, the easiest way is to use www.wetransfer.com. It’s 
completely free and surprisingly simple. You just go to the website, click 
add to upload your pictures then type in your email address and mine. 
Finally, just click transfer and the job is done.  
 
You can add a message if you want and you will get an email confirming 
that I have downloaded them. Email me if you need any advice on how to 
send your pictures. 
Once the pictures have been accessioned, they will be added in small 
batches to the website. 

Brian Hackett, Photo Librarian 

 
 

CONSERVATION SCHEME 
Our annual group meeting and plant exchange in October 2015 was well 
attended and there were plenty of conservation plants to take away with every 
group getting most of their requests plus a few extras. 
 
Obtaining and propagating two of the Erysimums (‘Bloody Warrior’ and ‘Ruston 
Royal’) has proved successful during the past year and they should become 
much more obtainable – initially within the groups then hopefully into local 
nurseries so that they become more widely distributed.  It is a bit of a mystery 
as to why these two plants have rarely if ever been brought back to the scheme 
as they are so easy to propagate. 
 
Plant Profile Forms were also agreed at the meeting and those people who 

had requested the newly-introduced plants were able to take away detailed 
information on cultivation and propagation as well as images of the plants in 
foliage and flower.  It is intended that once all the additional detail for the 
second page of the Profiles is completed it will go onto the website and will only 
be added to when there is something significant to say about the plants that is 
different from the information already there and/or that adds further relevant 
detail that may help growers. For example it may be about a particular 
propagation technique that has proved successful or additional cultivation hints 

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/imagelibrary/wanted.php
mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
http://www.wetransfer.com/
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on different soil conditions.  This will hopefully make the task of collecting data 
from growers less onerous and the task of the group and national coordinators 
less time-consuming and more effective. 
 
The biggest task we had was to finalise which plants would be removed from 
the scheme as either they no longer fit the criteria for inclusion and/or their 
identity is questionable or has been confirmed as inaccurate. 
Group coordinators had already expressed their opinions prior to the meeting, 
based on feedback from their growers and their own experiences.  
National/international plant registers had also been referred to in order to 
establish correct identification and several plants have been unearthed as 
‘imposters’ as a result of that evidence. 
 
Consequently quite a few plants have been removed from the scheme and we 
now have a leaner list of lovely plants to spread around.  Our acting webmaster 
has put the revised list onto the website and has a list of those plants that have 
been removed and brief reasons why. 
 
The Guidelines for Growers and others interested in the scheme are being 

revised together with a little modification of the Plant Profile and these should 
be on the website by the time this newsletter becomes available. 
 
This is my last contribution to the newsletter as national coordinator as I am 
standing down at the AGM after 4 years in the post although I hope to remain 
as local group coordinator for a little while. 
Jan Vaughan from Worcestershire Group will be taking over from the end of 

March and we have been in close contact over the past few months so that a 
smooth transition can be achieved.  I wish her well in her new role. 
 
Last but by no means least I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
group coordinators most sincerely for their support in updating the scheme and 
in particular Wendy Sime who did sterling work in helping to produce the Plant 

Profiles and exposing most of the ‘imposters’.  I couldn’t have done this job 
without their support and the contribution made by the growers who have 
nurtured and propagated the plants. 

Helen Mount, Conservation Scheme Coordinator 

 
SEED DISTRIBUTION NEWS 

Everyone who made a seed order should now have received it. I hope that you 
are all pleased with what we have been able to send you. May I suggest that 
any seed which needs a period of chill to aid germination should be sown as 
soon as possible. Creative Propagation by Peter Thompson, published by 

Timber Press, is a great help when deciding on the best time to sow your 
seeds, with a wealth of information on taking cuttings and much more. I would 
not be without a copy! 
Good homes sought for remaindered seed. As far as possible we want all 

our seeds to be grown. We have some seed remaining and I would love to hear 
from you if you can help us find good homes for it. I am happy to send free 
seed to any community group, or charity. Last year we sent seed to be 
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sown in community allotment wildlife gardens, to a Hospice garden, National 
Trust garden, school gardens, and more. 
If your HPS group is holding a Plant Fair, or having a stand at a show, then I will 
be pleased to send you some packets of seed to give to the public. Contact me 
at seed@hardy-plant.org.uk  or by telephone on 01630 672634. 
A big thank you to our many volunteers who freely offer their time, skills and 

experience to make sure that our complex seed distribution runs (mostly!) like 
clockwork. I am pleased to report that the Descriptive Data base will continue in 
safe hands. Susan Solomon will take over from Eleanor Fisher, researching 

and compiling the data base for the next distribution. A special ‘Thank You’ to 
Eleanor for a superb job, well done. 

Pauline Cooper, Seed Distribution Co-ordinator. 
 

HPS PUBLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
Affectionately known as ‘pub-sub’, this committee has delegated responsibility 
for the publications of the HPS working within an agreed set of policies known 
as the Ways of Working document.  Before joining this committee, I knew very 
little about these responsibilities!  So I wondered if members might like to know 
what we do and who we are currently - and maybe even consider posts as they 
become available...and of course we are always open to new ideas and 
suggestions. 
 
The publication you are currently reading, the Newsletter, is put together by 
Lynne Hackett, three times a year.  Aims to keep members informed of what is 

happening both on a national level as well as highlighting local initiatives and 
invitations. 
 
The Hardy Plant is the Society’s bi-annual full-colour journal – composed by 
editor Pam Ratcliffe who liaises with professional and amateur writers alike 

around the country. 
 
Cornucopia is compiled by Tony Bays who selects articles newsletters 

produced by the regional and specialist groups – essentially a taster of what’s 
available across our membership. Written by volunteers who are experts in 
their fields and edited by Irene Tibbenham (until recently Tim Riggs), Booklets 

serve the purpose of providing an educational medium to both members and 
the general public.  We now aim to make these booklets as widely available as 
possible. 
 
The Photo Library is managed by Brian Hackett who has increased the range 

of available digital images extending now to include video footage for the 
public!  The web-site, www.hardy-plant.org.uk  was for many years managed by 
Cliff Powlesland and is now maintained by Colin Doughty, until a new website 
is launched in 2016, content edited by John Dyson.  Our HPS Facebook page 
is managed by Sharin Ingleby. 

  

mailto:seed@hardy-plant.org.uk
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
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The role of Publicity Officer is vacant and in the interim is managed by our chair 
Cathy Rollinson who is working with Vicki Rimmer to raise the profile of the 

HPS leading up to the 2017 Diamond 
Anniversary celebrations. 
 
The committee includes Susan Catchpole 
as Minute Secretary who notes all 
proceedings, policies and actions.  Other 
members of ‘pub-sub’ include Society 
Historian Jennifer Harmer and must 
include two trustees, one of whom is John 
McGhee, National Treasurer. 

 
Pub Sub meets twice a year. Our last meeting was held at London’s Sky 
Garden (right).  I would recommend a visit to see what is billed as Europe’s 
‘highest garden’.  Visits are free of charge; the planting is mostly half-hardy 
evergreens; and the 360° views of London are fabulous; you need only to book 
your visit in advance.  www.skygarden.london              

Irene Tibbenham, Publications 

 
PAYING FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS, CORNUCOPIA, BOOKLETS AND 

SEED 
1. Standing Order.   There is no cost to the Society or you. If it is set up 

for 1
st
 of January each year it can be dealt with at the start of the new 

subscription year. To set up a Standing Order please either go to HPS 

website or ask the Administrator for a copy of the form. The 

Administrator can complete the standard form and send it to your 

home address. You then take it or post it to your bank. 

2. Electronic Bank Transfer. This requires you to transfer money 

electronically from your bank account to HPS bank account.  It 

involves no cost to you or the Society. However, when setting this up 

you need to bear in mind a few points. The reference should be your 

surname & initial(s). This is particularly important if your surname is 

Smith, Jones, Williams or one of the other the more common 

surnames It must always be followed by your six digit membership 

number. Your membership number appears on the address/carrier 

sheet that accompanies HPS Newsletter or can be obtained from HPS 

Administrator. Bank Sort Code:- 40-05-30 a/c no-70414603  

3. Paypal.  Thank you for all those who started using this method of 

payment for annual subscription & seed orders. Payment for booklets 

will follow within the next few months. The Society is charged for each 

of these transactions.  Therefore if you intend to pay for several 

services/goods at the same time, please combine this within one 

transaction. Carrying out two transactions attracts two sets of fees.  

http://www.skygarden.london/
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4. Debit or Credit card. For the Society, these are the most expensive 

ways of paying for any product or service. Currently Debit card 

payments cost the Society around 2.7% per transaction. Credit cards 

attract a fee in excess of 7%. Please try and avoid using a credit 

card payment. From June 2016 HPS will be levying a charge for those 

paying by credit card. 

5. Cheque.  This decreasingly attractive method of payment for most of 

the membership is still available.   

Note.  Direct Debit. The society does not have the necessary bank 

permissions to use this as a payment method.  

John McGhee, Hon. Treasurer  

 
60 YEARS OF MEMORIES - ALAN BLOOM  

The Curator of the 6-acre Dell Garden at Bressingham, Jaime Blake’s first visit 

to the Lincolnshire Group in April 2014 was a great success, when he 
presented a journey through the extraordinary life of his late father-in-law 
entitled ALAN BLOOM - a thinker and doer.  Alan Bloom (pictured overleaf) 

was one of the founding members of the Hardy Plant Society and its first 
president for many years.   Jaime took us from Alan’s birthplace 
in Cambridgeshire, to Bressingham in Norfolk, on to Canada and back to 
Bressingham. Some film of The Fens during WW2 and the Dig for 
Victory campaign was both funny and moving; there was his warm 
relationship with his nursery staff, who worked for him for many years, and in 
particular his colleague,  propagator and hybridiser, Percy Piper.  
 
 A second passion, after perennial plants, was steam engines. Then there was 
Alan's decision in his 70s to wear earrings and have long hair; Grandad's 
Favourite was the name of the rhubarb he ate every day for breakfast - he was 

99 when he died; his decision to give up his beloved pipe "for health reasons" 
in his early 90s and a Gardener's World interview with him by Geoff Hamilton, 
where he gave very honest observations about his life and work, with a twinkle 
in his eye.  "I knew I had 'retired' when my sons Robert and Adrian started 
opening the Post," he told Geoff.   
 

Jaime is continuing with some of the work on plant groups which were 
important to Alan and, as a result of this, has some very interesting new plants 
including Persicaria amplexicaulis 'Pink Knot', 
Astrantia major 'Pink Crush', and two AGM plants: 
Kniphofia 'Penny Rockets' and Phlox paniculata 
'Pearl the Girl'. 
 

Looking forward, Jaime revealed: “Alan looked very 
fondly upon the Hardy Plant Society, which will be 
celebrating its 60th Anniversary in 2017, and he 
was pleased that it had moved into amateur hands 
and away from the professionals who started it. For 
me, I’ve always kind of felt that Bressingham is a 



 

26 

 

sort of home to the HPS and that a lot of what I do in the garden is still in 
keeping with Alan’s original desire to grow and spread garden-worthy plants 
more widely.” 

Jane McInnerny, Lincolnshire 

THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY ON FACEBOOK 
Have you visited us on Facebook? 

The Society’s Facebook page is a great way for you to share your experiences 
of growing and looking at hardy plants, and to see what other people are doing. 
You do not need a Facebook account to look at the HPS page but you do need 
an account to post information onto the page. 
Local and specialist groups can get extra publicity for upcoming events by 
posting on the HPS Facebook page and we especially welcome photos of 

events, special plants and garden openings to share with our members and 
anyone with an interest in hardy plants who visits our page.To access the 
Hardy Plant Society’s Facebook page, go to www.facebook.com/hpshome or 
click on Find us on Facebook at the top of any page on the HPS website. 

Sharin Ingleby, Facebook  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/hpshome
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 

Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  

These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your request to 
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 mm) self-
addressed envelope with the required number of loose 2nd class stamps: 

 1 for Bed and Breakfast 

 2 for Gardens Open 

 4 for Register of Lecturers 
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope. 

 
HPS Booklets – please use order form in the newsletter. 
Back copies of The Hardy Plant – limited stock from 1957–1989 (black and 

white) @ £2.50; all issues from 1990–present (colour) @ £3.50; prices include 
p&p. Please email or telephone for an order form. 
 
Subscriptions  

Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription rates are 
£17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint 

membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members, outside 
Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. Subscriptions 
should be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab 
Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Credit or debit card payments can be 

taken over the phone. To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your 
future subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building society. 

You can request a form from the Administrator, by email or post, or download it 
from the website (‘Join the HPS’ on the Home Page). 
 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership 
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours (Monday 
to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the answering 
machine: 01386 710317. 

Sally Broome, Administrator



 

 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY ANNUAL LECTURE DAY  

Saturday 19
th

 March 2016 
 

Reigate College, Castlefield Road, Reigate, Surrey  
 

 £22 per member for the day; includes lectures, buffet lunch and refreshments. 

 £10 per member – lectures and refreshments only, i.e. lunch not required. 

 Please notify any special dietary requirements ………………………….... 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Please enter name(s) as you wish them to appear on the badges 
 

Name 
HPS 

Group/County 

With 
lunch  
 

No 
lunch 
 

    

    

    

    

Name and address to which tickets are to be sent: 
 
 
 
Postcode: 
Telephone:  
Email: 

 

 I enclose a cheque for £   Cheques payable to The Hardy Plant 
Society 

 Please enclose a stamped, self-addressed envelope for return of tickets  
 

Please send your cheque, completed form and SAE to: 
Sally Broome, HPS Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab 
Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 

 

Closing date for bookings: Monday 7th March 2016 
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM 
February 2016 
 
The following booklets are available; post free, to members by Mail Order. 
 

Quantity Title Cost Total 

 Geraniums                                 COLOUR  £5.50  

 Peonies                                    COLOUR £5.50  

 Astilbe, Bergenia & Rodgersia   COLOUR £3.00  

 Epimediums                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Euphorbias                                 COLOUR £3.00  

 Hostas                                        COLOUR £3.00  

 Penstemons                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Grasses £2.50  

 Umbellifers £2.50  

 Campanulas                                     SALE £1.00  

 Heucheras                                        SALE £1.00  

 Total of order   
 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………..... 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………… Postcode ………………………. 
 
I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society 
Or Please debit my debit/credit card by the sum of £…....................  
(Minimum order £10) 
 
 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date     Security Code    

 
Name as printed on card ...……………………………………………. 
 
Signature …………………………………............Date………………. 

 
Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 
 

ACER AT HOWICK 


