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CHAIR’S LETTER 
Beginning my first letter as your new Chairman I must explain the reason why 
you are receiving your July Newsletter a month early. You may be aware that 
new regulation covering data protection comes into force on 25 May this year 
and we have had to review the collection and handling of the personal 
information we hold about our members to ensure that we are compliant. 
As a Society, we take our data protection responsibilities seriously and you will 
find the new GDPR Privacy Notice included on page 9. Group Secretaries 

have been sent further advice and a model Privacy Notice for their members 
and I would like to thank our Hon Secretary, Judi Deakin, and Lincolnshire 
Group Chairman, Graham Farquhar, for their work on this. My thanks also to 
our Newsletter Editor, Lynne Hackett, who has managed to bring her 

deadlines forward to enable us to be compliant in time for the printers to use 
our mailing list. 
Meanwhile, in the few short weeks since the AGM, the days have become 
longer and warmer, with the spring flowers bringing our gardens back to life. I 
want to thank the Devon Group for hosting the AGM and Lecture Day in 

Tiverton. It is always lovely to meet up with friends from around the country, be 
informed and entertained by such knowledgeable speakers as Julian Sutton 
and Nick Macer. It was an excellent venue with wonderful plant displays and 

enticing sales tables providing the relaxed atmosphere that is only achieved 
with a lot of detailed planning and teamwork by the host Group.  
Of course it was a special day for me and one that I would never have 
anticipated when I joined the Hardy Plant Society over thirty years ago. With a 

young family and a new garden I wanted to learn more about the plants I could 
grow. Along with a friend I joined the HPS and discovered gardeners willing to 
share knowledge and plants, opportunities to visit their gardens and attend 
talks by experts. I want to take every opportunity to share my passion for the 
HPS more widely as I take on my new role. 
I would like to thank our out-going Chairman, Cathy Rollinson, who has 

worked tirelessly over the last three years to raise awareness of the HPS. She 
was an integral part of the huge project to overhaul the website, giving us a 
new and welcoming presence for members and the general public to explore, 
and providing information about all the activities of the Society. She also saw 
the power of social media to promote the HPS, bringing us to the attention of 
different audiences. Thank you Cathy, you have left the helm of a strong and 
vibrant society and you will be a hard act to follow. 
We are very fortunate to have found six members willing to volunteer their time 
and expertise as new Trustees, elected at the AGM. You will have seen their 
profiles in the February Newsletter and I am looking forward to meeting them in 
the coming months. I am also pleased to welcome Anastasia Reynolds who 
has volunteered to take on Marketing and Publicity for the Society.  
There are many opportunities to volunteer for roles within Local Groups and at 
National level; all our activities are dependent on the willingness of individuals 
to participate, and it is very rewarding to get involved. I know how much I have 
gained since becoming a Trustee and coordinating the Conservation Scheme 
over the last 2 years. I will continue with the work of the Conservation Scheme 
whilst looking to bring a new coordinator on board - please get in touch with me 
if you are interested. 
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There is, of course, a vacancy for a Coordinator to lead the Seed Distribution 
Scheme following the sudden and untimely death of Pauline Cooper who 
worked with the Shropshire Group and others to manage and develop this 
enterprise. The Groups involved in receiving, sorting, packing and distributing 
the seed have done so for a number of years and would be invaluable in 
supporting a new Coordinator to take on this important task. 
The smooth running of the Hardy Plant Society owes much to our two 
administrators, Sally and Clare, based in the Evesham office. This year we 

hope to make their lives easier by replacing the IT systems and while we hope 
this will happen as painlessly as possible there may be some disruption at 
times. Please be patient if your query cannot be answered immediately. 
The new Ferns booklet by Neil Timm has been selling well, and deservedly so 

because it is an excellent guide to growing and using ferns in the garden. 
Publication coincided with a short video on propagating ferns by Sally 
Gregson, HPS member and owner of Mill Cottage Plants, which can be found 

by following the link from the website (Home / About Plants / HPS videos). The 
Peony booklet has also been popular and is currently being reprinted. 
We often find ourselves so busy in the garden that we forget to stop and look, 
but these days it is very easy to slip a phone into your pocket thereby providing 
the opportunity to take photographs of stunning combinations or individual 
plants. Why not enter the HPS Photographic Competition this year or use those 
images to illustrate a blog for the website or share them via Facebook or 
Twitter, and I know that Local Group Newsletter Editors are always looking for 
new contributors.  
So make this year the time to explore all the benefits of membership that the 
Hardy Plant Society offers; join a Local or Special Interest Group, take on a 
Conservation plant and play a part in maintaining our rich garden heritage, 
grow plants from seed (and don't forget to save seed for the next Seed List), 
read the Journals and various blogs on the website and consider volunteering 
to help maintain this stream of activities at both National and Local level. Visit 
some of the many gardens, Shows and Events - take family and friends with 
you and encourage them to join, but above all enjoy your garden. 

Jan Vaughan, Chair 

 
MINUTES of the 

61
st

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 

Petroc College, Mid Devon Campus, Bolham Road, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 6SH 

Saturday 24 March 2018 at 1.40pm 
The 61

st
 AGM of the Hardy Plant Society was opened by the Chairman Cathy 

Rollinson, who welcomed everyone and thanked the Devon Group for hosting 

a successful day. 
There were 107 members in attendance. 
Apologies were received from Dick and Lorna Fulcher, Chris Price-Morris, 
Pamela Clark, Karen Gimson and Helen Cleare. 
 
1.  The minutes of the 60

th
 AGM held on 25 March 2017 were approved.  

 Proposed: Linda Crowther Seconded: Jenny Maunder 
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2. There were no matters arising. 
3. The Chairman spoke to her annual report which was printed in the 

February 2018 Newsletter, number 171.  
 “As everyone knows 2017 was the 60

th
 anniversary of the HPS and we 

kicked off our celebrations with the AGM so ably hosted by the Norfolk 
and Suffolk Group. Through the year many of our members opened 
their gardens and shared their love of plants. Awareness of the 
Society was raised and almost £9,000 was donated to the good 
causes chosen by the garden owners. Lots of groups put on special 
events so the anniversary was celebrated widely. 

 We are increasingly encouraging people to use our website, to keep in 
touch with what’s going on and also to pay subscriptions and order 
seeds and booklets. A massive 57,000 people visited the website over 
the year. A number of our members write regular articles which are 
published on the website and they really are an excellent read. We are 
also increasingly using social media to communicate with people who 
are interested in plants – whether members or not. Although people 
here today may not be convinced of the benefits of the likes of 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and so on, younger people – 
professional horticulturists and ordinary plant lovers – have embraced 
social media and share their knowledge and love of plants in this way. 
We set up a Twitter account only two years ago and now have over 

4,000 followers. 
 I now need to update you on a couple of matters which came after the 

end of 2017. 
 Early in January we heard the shocking news of the sudden death of 

Pauline Cooper. Pauline was well known to many of us as the Seed 

Distribution Coordinator and, of course, as Derek’s wife. Her passing 
came just days before the volunteers were to get together and pack 
the seed orders. I would like to thank the Shropshire Group members 

who stepped up to make sure the seed distribution went ahead 
efficiently, despite the shock and grief everyone was feeling. I know 
Derek has been touched by the many expressions of support he and 
the family have received from HPS friends. 

 Shortly afterwards we heard of the death of Gwladys Tonge at the 

age of 97. Gwladys chaired the HPS from 1987 to 1990 and on her 
retirement was made a Vice-President. She set up her own local group 
– the Bucks, Northants and Oxfordshire Group and remained on the 

committee for several years. Her passion for plants didn’t leave her 
and she continued to invite Group members to visit her garden until 
very recently. 

 On a happier note, I am pleased to announce that we have a volunteer 
to take on the role of Marketing and Publicity Officer. Ana Reynolds is 

here today and I am sure some of you have already met her. She 
works professionally in marketing and I know she’s going to be an 
enormous help to the Society. 
Now let me finish on a positive note. When I was first elected three 
years ago, I spoke about the need to make the Society better known 
and encourage new members. I’m delighted to say that, after 18 years 
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of declining membership numbers, we are able to announce that 
numbers have now increased. Two years ago membership fell to its 
lowest level for nearly 30 years – just 6,829. But we now have 7,096 
members, up nearly 4% on last year and back above the 7,000 mark. 
It’s too early to know whether this is just a blip or whether we really 
have turned the corner, but the fact is that the hard work that everyone 
has put in to encourage people to join has paid off. Keep up the good 
work. And don’t forget to tell your friends and neighbours how much 
you enjoy being a member and invite them to go with you to a meeting 
to try it out. 
In my report I thanked many people who have contributed to the 
success of the Society and I don’t want to go through the list again, 
although I must make special mention of the Officers with whom I have 
worked most closely and also our President, Roy Lancaster and his 

wife, Sue, who give tremendous support to the Society. So, thank you 
to everyone who has supported me over the last three years and I 
wish the Society all the best for the future. I know I am leaving it in 
good hands.” 
The motion to adopt the Chairman’s report was proposed by Sandra 
Hartley, seconded by Ruth Plant and approved unanimously. 
4. The Hon. Treasurer, Stuart Senior spoke to his report which had 

been circulated. Stuart highlighted some positives – 492 new 
members since October; Gift Aid up by 14%; subscriptions to 
Cornucopia rising significantly; more bursaries being awarded – keep 
publicising the scheme. The increase in expenditure on shows was 
largely due to Chelsea, but we are also supporting more local shows. 
All bring excellent publicity. Stuart noted that a good portion of the 
£21,000 surplus for the year is attributable to a paper profit on 
investments. 
Questions arising: 

1. Re postage etc – this is misleading due to the system headings. 

2. Re costs of last year’s AGM – the Norfolk Group made a profit of 

£700. The ALD broke even and the deficit is the cost of the AGM 

which is borne by National. 

The motion to adopt the Treasurer’s Report was proposed by Keith 

Scott, seconded by Henry Woolston and approved unanimously. 

The Treasurer then presented the budget for 2018, which has been 
approved by the Trustees, noting that we are putting more money 
behind more shows. The unknown for the year is the cost of the 
replacement of office systems project, which will be significant but is 
essential.  The present system is clunky, outdated and over-
engineered. We aspire to a simpler, cloud-based system which will 
incur a monthly leasing charge and will also need to pay for 
professional services to set the new system up. Stuart will put updates 
in the Newsletters. 
Question: 

Are there any plans to switch any investments? – The majority of the 
assets are in fixed term bonds some of which are maturing this year. 
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Careful thought will be given as to where these monies are re-
invested. 
5. Election to the Chair of the HPS. 
There was one nominee. JAN VAUGHAN was proposed by Derek 
Cooper, seconded by Keith Scott and elected unanimously. Her 

appointment was greeted with a round of applause. 
6. Election of Officers 

Standing for election as Vice-Chair: LINDA CROWTHER 
Proposer: Sue Lander  Seconder: Margot Grice 

(Linda was appointed to the role of Vice-Chair by the Trustees in 
June 2017) 
Standing for re-election as Honorary Treasurer: STUART SENIOR  
Proposer:  Roy Stickland   Seconder: Lady Rosemary 

FitzGerald  
Standing for re-election as Honorary Secretary: JUDI DEAKIN 
Proposer: Yvonne Morecroft Seconder: Derek Cooper 

Each candidate was elected by unanimous vote 
7. Election of Trustees 

Six nominations were received for 6 vacancies. All the following 
were elected as trustees to serve from 2018 - 2022 
PAMELA CLARK Proposer: Linda Hall   

Seconder: Jaime Blake 
HELEN CLEARE Proposer: Joy Couper   

Seconder: Mike Maunder 
KAREN GIMSON Proposer: Erica Thomson   

Seconder: Mary Thomas 
PETER HOWARD Proposer: Tricia Howard   

Seconder: David Mayhew 
ALISON LEVEY Proposer: June Saddington  

Seconder: Colin Ward 
CATHERINE PART Proposer: Beverley Powlesland 

Seconder: Kathryn Hopkinson 
8. Appointment of Haynes Watts as Independent Examiner of the 

Society’s accounts: 
     Proposed: Anna Peacock Seconded: Henry Woolston 
9. Vote of thanks to Cathy Rollinson proposed by Jan Vaughan 

My first task as your new Chairman is to thank Cathy 

Rollinson for her 3 years in the job. She stepped in at short 

notice, but quickly proved the ideal choice, guiding the HPS 

through an exciting period of change. This has perhaps been 

most clearly seen in the huge project to produce our new 

website, in which she was personally involved on an almost 

daily basis in co-coordinating the Team and resulting in a first 

class resource for members and the public. 

Cathy has been involved in HPS events up and down the 

country, giving her support to Local and Special Interest 

Groups. She has encouraged our wonderful Ambassadors to 
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take up the invitation to spread the word that everyone 

interested in hardy perennials is welcome in the HPS. 

She has frequently surprised her friends and fellow Officers 

and Trustees by her 'get up and go' attitude to everything 

from dealing decisively with issues as they arose to picking 

up new contacts and developing links - not least by 

embracing the power of social media on Facebook and 

Twitter, leading to an interview for the Sodshow podcast - all 

promoting the Society's engagement with a wider audience. 

I didn't realise just how determined she could be until I learnt 

the story of how, when she heard that seed had been 

donated by the Director of a Botanic Garden in Italy, she flew 

out to meet him and, being fluent in Italian (another talent I 

was unaware of) was able to tell him more about all things 

HPS. 

So, to show our appreciation and gratitude for the time and 

energy that Cathy has put into sharing her passion for the 

Hardy Plant Society I would like to present her with this token 

of thanks from the Society. 

Cathy was presented with a token for the Whichford Pottery and 

responded with thanks, that it had been a pleasure and a privilege. 

Open Forum 

There were no matters raised. 

The President, Roy Lancaster, rose to add a few words about the 

outgoing Chairman. He noted that under Cathy’s leadership the 

Society has turned a corner as membership is starting to rise. It 

has been wonderful to know that the Society has had someone so 

good at the helm, with a wonderful team. 

He thanked Cathy for all she has done; noting that her successor 

has the same enthusiasm and sense of humour and that he feels 

very happy about the way the Society is run. 

The meeting closed at 2.30pm. 

 

OFFICEHOLDERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 2018/2019 
President              Vice-Presidents 

Roy Lancaster  Dilys Davies, Tony Lord, Brian Mitchell 
 
Trustees 

Jan Vaughan, Chair  Anna Peacock        Keith Scott 
Stuart Senior, Hon. Treasurer  Ruth Plant        Helen Cleare 
Linda Crowther, Vice Chairman  Chris Price-Morris     Sharin Ingleby  
Judi Deakin, Hon Sec  Pamela Clark              John Dyson  
Karen Gimson   Peter Howard       Alison Levey  
Catherine Part     
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Postholders 

Susan Catchpole (Publications Co-ordinator)   
Brian Hackett (Photo Librarian)  Lynne Hackett (Newsletter Editor) 
Jennifer Harmer (Historian)  Marion Jay (Cornucopia Editor) 
Pam Ratcliffe (Journal Editor)  Jan Craig (Booklets editor) 
Jan Vaughan (Conservation)  Emma Reece (Horticultural Advisor) 

Anastasia Reynolds (Marketing & Publicity)  
Julie Harvey & Sue Lander (Shows and Events) 
Anna Peacock (Kenneth Black Bursary Fund) 
Colin Doughty (Webmaster)  John Dyson (Web content) 
Sharin Ingleby (Facebook) 

VACANCIES: Seed Distribution Manager and Group Coordinator 
 

DATA PROTECTION 
It will not have escaped members’ notice that there is something afoot in data 
protection legislation. The GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) come 
into force on 25 May 2018 and are designed to ensure that private individuals 
know who has and is using their personal data and how. A key element in 
promoting this openness is the requirement for a Privacy Notice. That Notice is 
produced below and will also be available in the members section of our 
website. If you have any queries please contact the Hon. Secretary, Judi 
Deakin. 

 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION (GDPR) 
PRIVACY NOTICE 

Who we are 

The Hardy Plant Society (HPS) is a membership organisation, which exists to 
promote interest in and conservation of hardy herbaceous perennial plants. The 
Officers of the HPS act as the Society’s data controller for the purposes of the 
GDPR. The HPS employs two administrative staff who are the Society’s data 
processors. 
Why we keep personal data and our legal basis for doing so 

The HPS keeps and uses members’ personal data to enable the Society to 
operate efficiently and to provide our membership with the services they have 
paid for. To do this the Society needs to know who our members are and to be 
able to communicate with them. The Society is therefore adopting the legal 
basis of ‘Legitimate Interest’ to justify holding and using your personal data. 
The Officers are satisfied that it is in the legitimate interests of the HPS to 
maintain this data, that it is necessary and proportionate to do so and that the 
purposes for which the data is used cannot be achieved in any other, less 
intrusive, way. 
This Notice applies only to data provided to and processed by the HPS. The 
protection and use of personal information that you provide to any group 
registered with the HPS or to any organisation advertising with us or to which 
we provide a website link is the responsibility of that group or organization and 
is governed by their privacy policy. 
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What we keep and what we do with it 

The HPS stores and uses your contact details as provided by you either directly 
to ourselves or via one of the local or specialist groups registered with the HPS. 
Those details are your name, address (and alternative address if provided), 
telephone number and email address. We also keep a record of your 
membership number, the date you joined (if after 22.01.2014), your method of 
payment, when you last paid and your group membership.  
Any financial information that you provide to us is securely destroyed or deleted 
as soon as your order is processed. We do not keep any bank details. If you 
have gift-aided your subscription we retain your signed gift-aid form. 
We use the data to send you HPS publications for which you have paid and 
reminders to renew your membership, if required. We may also send you 
information about HPS events.  
We receive membership lists from local groups once a year and check these 
against our data to help ensure that the data we hold is correct and that group 
members are also members of the HPS.  
The information is held electronically and regularly backed up to external hard 
drive. Both are password protected. When we transition to a cloud-based 
system we will ensure that all necessary security is provided. 
Gift Aid forms are currently held in paper copy in a locked filing cabinet but may 
in future be scanned and stored electronically. Where paper copies of 
application forms and subscription renewal forms have been submitted, these 
are also held in locked filing cabinets and retained for 12 months in case of any 
queries. 
The Seed Distribution Coordinator retains all seed order forms for 6 months to 
enable orders to be sent out and any queries to be answered.  
Who we share it with 

Contact details of individual members may be shared with Officers or 
Postholders of the HPS on request for the purpose of fulfilling their HPS duties. 
All Officers and Postholders agree to abide by privacy and security 
requirements when processing your data. 
We will not share a member’s details with any other members. 
We do not and will not share your information with anyone outside of the HPS, 
with the following exceptions: 

i. Your name, address and membership number are provided to the 
relevant printing company for the purpose of mailing HPS publications. 
We have a contract with those companies that ensures that your data 
is held securely and deleted after use. 

ii. Data may be provided to and exchanged with the appropriate Officer 
of registered local or specialist groups of the HPS of which the 
individual is a member. 

 
How long we keep it  

At the present time we are unable to completely delete your membership record 
from our system. If you leave the HPS we will remove your data from our active 
files to an archive. 
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However, we are in the process of replacing our IT systems and we aim to have 
a new technology in place within the next 12 months. Only active members will 
be transferred to the new system and all old data will then be able to be erased. 

Once the new system is operational, our policy will be to retain your 
personal data for the duration of your membership of the HPS and for 12 
weeks after your last payment becomes due unless you tell us that you do 
not wish to re-join. If you inform us that you are cancelling your 
membership all your data will be deleted from the electronic record as soon 
as possible and in any event within 4 weeks from us receiving that 
information.  
Our accounts and supporting documents are retained in accordance with 
HMRC and Charity Commission requirements. 
Your rights under the GDPR 
You have the right to: 

 Be informed about the collection and use of your personal data 

 Access the data held (a copy of your data will be provided on 
request) 

 Have any inaccuracies in your data corrected 

 Request your details be deleted from our records 

 Request that the use of your personal data is restricted 
You have the right to object to the use of your personal data at any 
time. 
 

If you wish to exercise any of the rights outlined above please contact 

the HPS Office on admin@hardy-plant.org.uk , telephone 01386 710317 or 
write to: 
Hardy Plant Society, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, 
Evesham, WR11 1GP 

 
If you have any concerns about the way in which your data is being 
handled, you can report this to the Information Commissioner’s Office by 
phoning the helpline: 0303 123 1113. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk


 

12 

 

HPS ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2017 
 

Statement of Financial Activities 

      2017  2016 

  
Unrestricted 
Funds  

Designated 
Funds  

Total 
Funds  

Total 
Funds 

  £  £  £  £ 

INCOME         
Income from generated 
funds:         

- Voluntary income  103,261  -  103,261  101,317 
- Activities for 
generating funds  6,506  -  6,506  5,582 
Income from charitable 
activities  16,570  -  16,570  9,754 

Investment income  3,441  2,903  6,344  7,688 

TOTAL  129,778  2,903  132,681  124,341 

EXPENDITURE         
Costs of generating 
voluntary income  46,951  -  46,951  41,895 

Charitable activities  56,864  -  56,864  46,801 

Governance costs  4,732  -  4,732  4,257 
Other resources 
expended  482  -  482  943 

Bursaries etc.    8,474  8,474  4,760 

TOTAL  109,029  8,474  117,503  98,656 
Net (Loss)/Gain on 
investment  3,142  2,651  5,793  10,214 

Net 
(Expenditure)/Income 
for the year  23,891  (2,920)  20,971  35,899 
NET MOVEMENT IN 
FUNDS  23,891  (2,920)  20,971  35,899 
RECONCILIATION OF 
FUNDS         
Funds B/F at 1 January 
2017  256,907  216,802  473,709  437,810 

TOTAL FUNDS C/F at 
31 December 2017  280,798  213,882  494,680  473,709 
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HPS Accounts for the year ended 31 December 2017 

 
Balance Sheet 

          

     2017    2016 

          

Fixed assets    826    1,101 

          

Current assets         

 Bank balances  230,221    210,994   

 
Investments at 
cost  290,132    282,661   

 
Debtors & 
prepayments  12,692    16,480   

 
Stock 
(booklets)  1,903    2,345   

    534,948    512,480  

          

Creditors      

    (41,093)     (39,872)   

          

Net current assets  493,854    472,608 

            

Total assets less current liabilities 494,680    473,709 

          

Financed by:         

 General fund    280,798    256,907 

 Bursary fund and bequest  213,882    216,802 

            

     494,680    473,709 

 
 
The accounts were approved by the Trustees on 10 March 2018. 
Cathy Rollinson - Chairman  Stuart Senior - Treasurer 
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REPORT ON THE HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY, 24 MARCH, 2018 
HOSTED BY DEVON HPS 

There are 42 local HPS groups in all and 50% were represented at the 61
st
 

HPS Annual Lecture Day and AGM hosted by the Devon HPS at Petroc 
College in Tiverton on Saturday, 24 March, so it was good to have the 

opportunity to meet and compare notes with other local HP members. Nine 
members of the Cornwall HPS attended the meeting in support of our Devon 
neighbours.   
We started the day with coffee and a wonderful array of plants for sale from 
Desirable Plants, Pan Global Plants, Barracott Plants, and Peter Lindley’s 
Hidden Valley Nursery in Devon. There was also a very good HP members’ 
stall with unusual plants at very reasonable prices.  I came away with many 
treasured purchases, and lots of packets of free seed. 
After the welcome and introductions there was a lecture by Julian Sutton, who 
runs Desirable Plants in Totnes, about the naming of plants titled For us not 
Them. 

Julian began his lecture by explaining that botanists are trying to help us when 
changing plant names and do not do it to annoy us!  Change is inevitable 
because until now our knowledge has been incomplete, but the era of DNA 
analysis has led to a significant number of changes. Where two entities are 
judged to be the same, the first name published must be used.  The RHS Plant 
Finder provides the guide to current names.  Asters are an example of 
reclassification, some are still asters - such as amellus and trinervius - but a lot 
we knew as asters are now Symphyotrichum such as S. ’Little Carlow’ and S. 
‘Pixie Dark Eyes’.  Sometimes names get lost in translation for example a 
Dutch wholesaler was selling an Epimedium as ‘Sphinx Twinkler’ when it 
should have been E. ‘Spine Tingler’. Julian pointed out there’s a lot of money to 
be made from popular plants and that this can lead to litigation over who 
developed the plant first and under what name. For example Geranium 

‘Rozanne’ was also being sold as G.’Jolly Bee’; but after it was proved to be the 
same plant there was a long court case. Some plants also have a trade name 
in which the plant is registered with plant breeder’s rights – in the case of G. 
‘Rozanne’ this is ‘Gerwat’ – but growers prefer to use more suitable names for 
sales purposes. 
Some HPS members have named their own variety such as Brian and Sue 
Dockrill from Wales, who found a golden leafed Anemone nemorosa and have 
named it Anemone nemorosa ‘Glyncoch Gold’ after the area where they live in 
Pontypridd.  Plant names should eventually become more settled once the 
research has been completed. 
Nick Macer of Pan Global Plants then gave his talk Snow in Burma. Nick 

travels the world studying plants in the wild, especially trees and shrubs. This 
trip was in North Burma, now called Myanmar, in the mountainous area called 
Nawngmun, and the Namdapha National Park, previously explored by 
Kingdom Ward.  The area is very hot and humid with difficult terrain, large 

rivers to wade across and leeches!!  As well as Rhododendrons, Schefflera, 
and Engelhardtia, a tree from the walnut family, there were also striking ferns, 
such as Dipteris, its large palmate foliage, 2m tall and 1m across, 7 Begonia 
species, and Hedychium. The trees were covered in moss and epiphytic plants 
such as ferns and orchids.   Near the top of the mountains, there were groves 
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of Abies with blue cones growing in the clouds against a backdrop of distant 
mountain peaks covered in snow.  
Our President Roy Lancaster gave his vote of thanks. 

Peter and I thoroughly enjoyed this day and hope to go to more HPS events in 
the future. 

Tricia Howard, Chair, Cornwall HPS 
 

KENNETH A BECKETT 
12/1/1929 – 21/2/2018 

We have received news that Kenneth A Beckett died in February. 
Kenneth Beckett became Editor of the HPS Bulletin, the forerunner of the 

Journal in 1969 taking over from Kay Sanecki.  He held the post until 1982 and 

handed over to Richard Bird in 1983.  In his final Bulletin introduction, he wrote, ‘The 

biggest headache has always been in extracting articles from people.  Every 

year one never really knows whether there will be enough for a Bulletin, right up 

to the last moment.’  A sentiment with which many editors will certainly agree. 

His successor, Richard Bird compiled Plantsmen on Plants – the Society’s 
tribute to Barbara White.  He included five articles by Kenneth Beckett: A Brief 
Survey of the Genus Trillium; Polemonium; Perennials for Shade; Jeffersonia 
diphylla; and Rodgersia.   
He was clearly also an accomplished gardener as the 1981 Autumn Meeting 
visited his Norfolk Garden. 
Kenneth Beckett was a well-known horticultural writer and technical editor of 
many RHS publications, as well as of Gardening Chronicle. 

Cathy Rollinson 

 
HPS SHADE AND WOODLAND PLANTS GROUP AGM 2018 

REPORT 
Why do great swathes of bluebells grow in deciduous woodland?  Because at 
their main growing/flowering time they resent competition from other leafy 
plants.  Dry shade under deciduous trees has parallels with the Mediterranean 
climate - damp winter/ dry summer, as long as there is good light with a high 
canopy or slanting sunlight.  Some species tulips, pacific coast and bearded 
irises, Fritillaria imperialis and aestivating geraniums, will flower in those 
conditions.  Bob Brown has seen Euphorbia characias, Ballota 
pseudodictamnus, Helichrysum ‘White Barn’, Cynara ‘Gros Vert de Laon’ and 
Anthemis punctata, growing in dry shade.  White Crinum x powellii looks good 
in shade and even Eremurus will flower in dry shade, as it is wet ground that 
usually kills them.  Phlox and alstroemerias are good in moist shade; the list of 
plants was endless.  Trachelospermums in variety will grow in any situation.  In 
dry shade it is useless to use mulches as tree roots rise into it and trees drink 
the water.  Is your shade under evergreen or deciduous trees? How much light 
penetrates?  What is your average rainfall? - then experiment.  He finished: “All 
or most climbers must be shade plants or they wouldn’t be climbers.”   
Then to Avondale Nursery, Baginton.  Brian Ellis, NC Holder of Sanguisorba, 
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae, and Anemone nemorosa the subject of his 
talk.  After raiding the nursery we moved to a “behind the scenes” poly-tunnel – 
lucky as it was pouring!  Tea and cakes were consumed. 
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Brian apologised for the lack of anemones 
in flower due to the cold and snowy 
weather over the previous weeks. He had 
collected together a range of nemorosa 
varieties to show us the range of flower 
colours and forms. However he gave us 
valuable information on how to grow and 
propagate them.   Thanks to Jill Butcher 
and Brian Ellis. 

Photograph shows part of the National 
Collection of Anemone nemorosa 

 
GALANTHUS GROUP AGM & STUDY DAY REPORT 

This year 125 members journeyed to Kinver School, in the West Midlands on 
Sunday 18 February, where the sales tables were full of temptation. Coffee, 
friends to chat to, a wonderful display table to look at, thanks to collection 
holders David & Margaret MacLennan and beautiful snowdrop cards for sale, 

there was plenty to do until the AGM began. 
Marie Paginton (who founded the group back in 2012) has stepped down from 
the committee as has Roger Norman who has been the Group’s treasurer for 

the last 4 years. 
Presentations were made to them both for the invaluable work they have both 
done for the group. During the AGM Tricia Newton was elected onto the 

committee with the remaining members prepared to stand again but on the day 
we were left with no treasurer….. 
We then enjoyed two excellent talks; one by John Massey, Winter into Spring, 
and the second by Eddie Roberts entitled Snowdrops: The Path of Desire. 
During the afternoon we were able to visit Ashwood Nurseries (more buying 
opportunities!), where we were given a tour of John’s Garden, led by John 
himself, the superb day ending with tea and cake. 
Since our AGM we are very pleased to announce that Jeremy & Anne 
Godbolt have been co-opted onto the committee as joint treasurers. 

Next year our AGM will take place in Somerset on Sunday 10 February when 
our speakers will be Alan Street and Michael Dreisvogt. 

 
PASSIONATE ABOUT PLANTS 

Over 300 people attended the eighth Passionate about Plants event on 
Saturday 14 April and we heard from four fantastic speakers.  Annie Godfrey, 
Daisy Roots Nursery, talked about the wide range of plants we could grow in 
dry, sunny positions. These included ones we probably have already in our 
gardens as well as ideas for new ones to try.  
We were then treated to a tree masterclass from Frances Tophill, who helped 
us Choose Interesting and Effective Trees for the Garden. Frances gave us 
ideas on trees to plant in all scenarios – in small, medium and large gardens, 
for scent and to help clear pollution. She even managed to get us to think again 
about the much maligned conifer. 
Adam Frost encouraged us to look again at our gardens to think about how we 

make them work for us rather than just following the traditional principles of 
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garden design. He talked about the importance of understanding the conditions 
in which you are planting as well as getting inspiration from the things that 
mean the most to you – whatever they may be! 
Nick Hamilton, Barnsdale Nurseries, brought the day to a close with 
everything we needed to know about choosing climbers in Climbers for All 
Aspects. We learnt which plants will perform well in sun and shade and which 
will thrive with benign neglect. He showed us that there truly is a climber for 
every position. 
We had five nurseries with us on the day selling a range of specialist and 
unusual hardy plants - Daisy Roots Nursery, The Plant Specialist, Edulis, Home 
Farm Plants, Pineview Plants as well as plants from our very own Hardy Plant 
Society Middlesex Group, which totally sold out.  
The market place was also busy throughout the day with stalls from The Green 
End, the Rural Activities Garden Centre, Ruislip Horticultural Society, Perry 
Faron, Franchi Seeds and West London Waste. 
We all enjoyed it so much, we will be doing in all again in 2020! We haven’t 
announced the date yet so keep an eye on our website or our Facebook Page. 
http://www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk/     
https://www.facebook.com/HPSMiddlesex/ 

Hardy Plant Society Middlesex Group 
 

VENUE CHANGE: Somerset Group’s Plant Fair on Sunday 8 July, 

previously shown as taking place at Hestercombe Gardens, has now been 
transferred to Lower Severalls, near Crewkerne, TA18 7NX. There will be 17 
nurseries plus Lower Severalls’ own herb nursery. Entrance £4.00 or £3.50 for 
members of HPS and RHS.  Open from 10.00 am to 4 pm.  Roy Stickland 

 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY ESSEX GROUP LECTURE DAY 2018 

FRONDS, FOLIAGE AND THE FAR EAST 
with Bob Brown, Julian Sutton and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones 

Saturday 9 June 2018 from 9.15 to 16.30 
Braintree Arts Theatre, Notley Road, Braintree, Essex CM7 1WY 

 
BOB BROWN   Bob’s talk will be All about ferns 
JULIAN SUTTON  Adventures with Fancy Foliage – the subtleties of 

form and colour in leaves which make the difference between an average 
garden plant and a great one. 
BLEDDYN WYNN-JONES  2017 plant hunting trip to North Vietnam. This is 

a new lecture for 2018 and he will talk about the environment that has evolved 
such outstandingly hardy plants, both woody and herbaceous, in what is 
normally a tropical country. 

Cost is £22 & includes tea/coffee/biscuits throughout the day.                                                                                                                      
(Please note lunch is not provided) 

. 
Nurseries selling plants: Cotswold Garden Flowers (Bob Brown’s Nursery), 
Desirable Plants (Julian Sutton’s Nursery) and Crug Farm Plants (Bleddyn 

Wynn-Jones’ Nursery), Essex Hardy Plant Group will also have a sales table. 

http://www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/HPSMiddlesex/
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For a booking form: contact: Margot Grice, Dragons, Boyton Cross, Roxwell, 

Chelmsford CM1 4LS or go to the HPS Website where you can print one off.     
Tel: 01245 248651   email: margot.g@mail.com 
You can choose to pay by cheque and Royal Mail OR  pay by bank credit 
transfer and receive your documents by email 

 
GERANIUM STUDY DAY   SATURDAY 9 JUNE 2018 

Great Kingshill, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP15 6DN, 9.30am – 4pm 
The Hardy Geranium Group will be holding its annual meeting and study day in 
Buckinghamshire this year; all members are welcome to join them. 
The programme includes good plant sales – both donated plants and members’ 
plants sold on commission. There will be a talk by Margaret Stone on Garden 
Worthy Geraniums; Margaret is author of the recent HPS Geraniums book and 
holder of a Plant Heritage National Plant Collection. 
The afternoon session will be a visit to Barry Street’s garden and a local 

nursery. 
Coffee and tea are included in the price of £15 (£10 for HGG members); bring 
your own lunch. 
For further details and bookings contact Tricia Fraser, email 
triciaf2808@gmail.com . (Please note new e-mail address) 

 
PEONY GROUP STUDY DAY & AGM 

Saturday 9 June 2018 
Everything is in place for our AGM on 9 June at the Hillside Centre, RHS 
Garden, Wisley.  Please let me know if you are attending so we can organise 

the tea and coffee according to numbers.  If you are already on my list then you 
will shortly be receiving a ticket for your admission.  The application form is 
available on the HPS web site or direct from me by request (phone, e-mail or 
post – contact details under Peony Group at the end of this Newsletter).   
The day is free for Peony Group members and for members of the RHS 

but if you are a member of the HPS but not a member of the RHS then the 
standard garden entry fee is payable on arrival at Wisley (currently is £12.50). 

The Hillside Centre is available to us for private use until 10.45 so the AGM will 
start at 10.15am with Plant Sales taking place as we register before the start of 
the meeting and during all breaks during the day.  You will be able to enter the 
gardens from 9.00. 
Our guest speaker is Caroline Stone who is busy building up a collection of 

pre-1910 cultivars.  She has managed to track down some more this last 
winter, taking her total to over 70; more areas are being dug up in Devon to 
accommodate the plants.  The title of Caroline’s talk is I had a dream: How a 
Passion for Peonies began.  This will be followed by a brief update on the DNA 

study we initiated a couple of years back.  Following lunch will be a 
demonstration on how to propagate peonies using live plants.  And yes, we 
know it is the wrong time of year, but the plants being chopped up are surplus 
to requirements!!  And of course we shall see the trial grounds for the peonies 
that have been evaluated over the last three years.  The trial is due to finish at 
the end of 2018.  Either bring your own lunch or make use of the restaurant on 

mailto:margot.g@mail.com
mailto:triciaf2808@gmail.com
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site.  Tea and coffee will be available at the end of the day before we depart for 
home. 
Hope to see as many of you as possible in June 

Kath Carey, Secretary HPS Peony Group 
 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY WORCESTERSHIRE GROUP 
CELEBRITY LECTURE 2018 

 

MATTHEW BIGGS – Lessons from Great Gardeners 
 

Saturday, 13
 
October 2018, 2pm 

at 
Pershore College, Avonbank, Pershore, Worcestershire, WR10 3JP 

 
Free for members of HPS Worcestershire Group, 

£10 for non members 
including light refreshments afterwards 

 
Tickets available from: Lyn Maile, Hatfield Mount, Norton nr Worcester, WR5 

2PZ. 
(Please enclose SAE, cheques payable to HPS Worcestershire Group) 

Tel:  01905 820267   Email:  sec@worcs-hardy-plant.org.uk 

 

HPS RANUNCULACEAE GROUP 
Saturday 15 September 2018  

A visit to Graham Gough’s, Marchant’s Hardy Plants nursery & 
garden followed by Gill Regan speaking on Buttercups and their 

relatives. 
Cost: Ranunculaceae members £5.00 or Non-Ranunculaceae members £10.00 

The Ranunculaceae Group’s Annual Lecture and garden visit will be on 
Saturday 15 September 2018 at Marchant’s Hardy Plants, Laughton, East 
Sussex.  Graham Gough will welcome us with a short introduction to the 

garden, we will then be able to stroll round the garden and nursery before 
returning to Laughton Village Hall for lunch (please bring a packed lunch).  In 
the afternoon our lecturer will be Gill Regan who will be talking on Buttercups 
and their relatives, but before we depart on our homeward journeys, there will 

be tea and cake. 
For a booking form please go the Ranunculaceae Group webpage or contact 

Sue Hough, Old Rose Cottage, 87 Blackberry Lane, Four Marks, Hampshire 
GU34 5DG.  Tel: 01420 562039 or email: susanahough@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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Hardy Plant Society, Hampshire Group  

Lecture Day 2018 
East to West – and something in between! 

with  
Dan Hinkley, Timothy Walker and Diane Clement 

on 
Sunday 22 July 2018 from 9.15 to 16.00 

at 
The Lantern Theatre, Mountbatten School, Whitenap Lane, 

Romsey, Hampshire SO51 5SY 
Dan Hinkley 
Dan’s talk is on Making Heronswood, which is situated near Kingston, 
Washington State, USA.  He will give us an insight into this ever changing 
garden, which he and his partner Robert L Jones began in 1987. 
Timothy Walker 
Timothy will be speaking on The Harcourt Arboretum– one of Oxfordshire’s 
brightest botanical jewels.  The Harcourt Arboretum was founded by the 
Harcourt family in 1835.  It was annexed to the University of Oxford Botanic 
Garden in 1963 and this talk looks at the 180 year history of the site plus a 
walk around the 130 acre Arboreturm. 
Diane Clement 
Diane will be speaking on Chinese Lanterns and Tibetan Prayer Flags– this is a 
new lecture for 2017 showing some of the wonderful plants seen on the AGS 
tour of Sichuan in June 2016. 
 

Cost is £22 & includes tea/coffee/biscuits throughout the day. 
(Please note lunch is not provided) 

 
Nurseries selling plants: Phoenix Perennial Plants, Kevin Hughes and Elworthy 
Cottage Plants 
 
For a booking form, please contact: Sue Hough, Old Rose Cottage, 87 
Blackberry Lane, Four Marks, GU34 5DG or go to the HPS Website where 
you can print one off.    Tel: 01420 562039   email: 
susanahough@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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Lincolnshire Group welcomes all to our Lecture Day on 

Saturday 27 October 2018 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EAST YORKSHIRE GROUP 

invites you to 
Bishop Burton College, Beverley for the Annual Lecture Day & 

AGM on 30 March 2019 
TWO BRILLIANT SPEAKERS! 

ANDY MCINDOE on Shrubs: discover the perfect plant for every 

place in your garden 
CHRISTOPHER GREY-WILSON on Poppies of the World 

COME AND ENJOY A WONDERFUL DAY! 

Tom Hart Dyke 
Plant Hunter 

and Gardener 
– with Passion 

Kathy Brown 
A Way with Plants 

Dr Peter Williams 
Shady Characters 
and Shy Maidens 

Plant stalls from 
Local Nurseries 

HPS Lincs Members £10 Other HPS Members £20 
Tickets from Diane Puncheon      Tel: 01427 800008 

Email: lincs@hardy-plant.org.uk 

Refreshments Provided                                 Bring your Lunch 
at William Farr C of E School, Lincoln Road, Welton. LN2 3JB 

Cartoon by Twink Addison 

AA  WWoorrlldd  ooff  PPllaannttss  

Four members open 
gardens to explore 

on Sun 28
th 
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Hardy Plant Society, West Yorkshire Group  

SAVE THE DATE! 
Magic of Plants 2019 with  

Jimi Blake, John Grimshaw, John Massey 
on Saturday 4 May 2019 from 9.30 to 16.00 

at 
Britannia Leeds Bradford Airport Hotel, Bramhope, Leeds 

Cost will be £25 & includes tea/coffee/cakes throughout the 
day. 

Booking will open in the November edition of the Newsletter and members 
will be able to book online 

 
PHOTO LIBRARY 

I’m delighted to report that the Image Library has now reached the milestone of 
10,000 pictures. Thanks to all those who have contributed, but I’d like to make 
special mention Michael Parr of the North Yorkshire Group, who provided 

1,200 images of excellent quality in the early months of this year.  
Work is now progressing on the targets I mentioned last year – we want to 
bring the names used in the Library into line with those used in the RHS 
Plantfinder, as far as we can. That also involves changing many of the existing 
names to take account of the numerous plant name changes which have 
occurred over recent years.  
The challenge is not just that we change to the new names, but also that we 
give some appropriate guidance for users who look up the old names, without 
swamping the Library with line after line of cross-references (think about all 
those Asters...). When these tasks are completed, I’d like to look at the Library 
from a quality perspective and try to ensure that images are correct as named, 
as far as possible. Progress with these tasks is being speeded by some very 
clever programming by Colin Doughty, the HPS web manager, but a lot of it 

still depends on manual slog in front of a screen. It’ll take a while to get it all 
done! 
Although I shall be away from home from time to time over the summer, none 
of my excursions this year involve sailing, so I should have wi-fi and therefore 
be able to respond to image requests and other queries wherever I am – please 
send them, as usual, to photos@hardy-plant.org.uk and I’ll deal with them as 
soon as possible. 
 
The Slide Library 

The Slide Library has been a great resource in the past, but its use over the last 
few years has dwindled to zero. In agreement with the Trustees, this service is 
now terminated. 
 
 

mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
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Photo Competition 

I am bringing in a change to the competition rules this year!  Here’s the new 
rule: In order to make the competition as inclusive as possible, only one prize 
can be won by any individual in any year. 
The entries are anonymised before the judges see them, so if they pick more 
than one by the same photographer, I will move to the next most favoured 
image on their list. The aim is to distribute prizes more widely, whilst not 
preventing entries from those who have offered such superb pictures in 
previous years. 
Some of you may know that the competition was funded since its inception in 
2012 through a legacy from Nancy, Lady Rawlinson.  That fund has now been 

exhausted; by agreement of the Trustees, the competition is now funded from 
the Kenneth Black legacy. 
Last year I received the highest number of entries since the competition began 
and it was particularly pleasing that we had very healthy entry in the Junior 
Section. 
 As usual, what the judges are looking for are well composed pictures which do 
justice to the subject. It’s easy to enter – you can just email pictures to me as 
described below. Even if your pictures don’t win, they may be added to the 
Image Library on the HPS website, if the subject is appropriate. 
As in previous years, there will be three categories: 

1. Individual hardy perennial – whole plant or close-up. 

2. Plant grouping, border, garden view, HPS event. 

3. A picture by members’ children or grandchildren (16 or under) – a 

photo on any garden-related subject 

The closing date is 14 September 2018. All submissions will be anonymised 
and then an independent panel of judges will decide the winners. Prizes of 
£50, £30 and £20 will be awarded for the first three place winners in categories 
one and two, with gift vouchers for the junior category. 

Please email your submissions to photo-comp@hardy-plant.org.uk 
(alternatively, you can use wetransfer, or send a DVD, SD card or memory 

stick, if your submissions are too large for an email).  
COMPETITION RULES can be found on the website at: http://www.hardy-

plant.org.uk/images/photographic-competition-rules, and my address if you 
want to post them, is in Contacts in this newsletter. 
 
Even if you don’t want to enter the competition, please consider submitting 
digital images to the library - you can email, or wetransfer them to me at 
photos@hardy-plant.org.uk. Any images in the library are open for use by 
anyone, provided the Hardy Plant Society is credited wherever they are used – 
our aim is that the library should be a free resource which raises the profile of 
the Society. Therefore, please do not submit images if you wish to retain 
copyright on them. 
We are particularly keen to get pictures which relate to the Annual Seed 
Distribution. If you want to see which images are missing, you can now find a 
full list on the website: 
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/imagelibrary/wanted.php 

Brian Hackett photos@hardy-plant.org.uk 

mailto:photo-comp@hardy-plant.org.uk
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/images/photographic-competition-rules
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/images/photographic-competition-rules
mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/imagelibrary/wanted.php
mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
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HPS SEED DISTRIBUTION – START COLLECTING SEED NOW 
The 2017/18 Distribution received over 2,000 varieties of seed and processed 
over 1,000 orders.  
Remaining seed is made available on request to HPS groups for distribution to 
the public at shows and events and to charities. To date this year we have 
supplied seed to 20 different charities, including schools, youth groups, mental 
health support and community garden projects.  
The seed distribution is one of the key ways in which the HPS fulfils its own 
charitable objectives so please do continue to help us by collecting seed from 
your own plants and sending it to us. You can do this at any time. For details go 
to http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/about-plants/seed/donating-seed. Thank you. 

 

CONSERVATION SCHEME  
All Groups should have received copies of the new 
Conservation Scheme leaflet and I hope they are 
appearing at local meetings to illustrate the work of 
the Scheme. 
Participating groups will have collected requests 
from their local growers for plants they would like to 
have from the Plant Exchange in September this 
year and I will have given the local Coordinators an 

idea of how many we will need. Those who take part in the work of the 
Conservation Scheme are usually referred to as 'growers', but of course they 
need to be 'propagators' too as one of the strengths of our Scheme is being 
able to trial these plants in different areas of the country, whilst also increasing 
stock and making plants available to other HPS members at local plant sales. 
Taking part in Conservation is a great way to improve your skills and 
knowledge of propagation with plenty of expert advice on hand for those with 
less experience. 
More Local Groups are needed to join the Scheme; all it takes is 2 or 3 
members willing to take on some of our plants, with one person nominated to 
be in contact with the other Local Group Coordinators. That person does not 
have to be a committee member and it involves very little work, just keeping 
track of the plants you have and how they grow in your area.  
Take a look at the website to find out more and please get in touch with me if 
you are interested, conservation@hardy-plant.org.uk 
There have been many plants included in the Scheme since it was launched, 
some of them were considered successes when they became more widely 
available and dropped from the list. Sadly, many of them are once again hard to 
obtain and I would like to hear from anyone who has grown a conservation 
plant in the past that they think should be added back into the Scheme. I am 
also looking for plants new to the Scheme with connections to people or places 
relating to the Hardy Plant Society as it is important to maintain our own 
heritage. Please send me a photograph of the plant along with any information 
you know about its history. 

Jan Vaughan, Conservation Scheme Coordinator 

 
 

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/about-plants/seed/donating-seed
mailto:conservation@hardy-plant.org.uk
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CORNUCOPIA 
The HPS digest magazine, Cornucopia, features the very best articles from 
Local and Specialist Group Newsletters.  Recent topics have included such 
diverse subjects as Siberian irises, voles and the botanical paintings of 
Marianne North.  Published twice a year in spring and autumn, it’s an absolute 

bargain at only £3 per annum.  To subscribe, please send a cheque for £3 (to 
include UK postage), payable to The Hardy Plant Society to: HPS 

Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, 
WR11 1GP.   

Marion Jay, Cornucopia Editor 

 
CALLING ALL GROUP SECRETARIES 

Every year the Group Secretaries are invited to a meeting in October at which 
they can meet the Executive of the Hardy Plant Society, but more importantly, 
they can meet one another. It is the one opportunity when administrators of the 
different Groups can share their accumulated experiences. It is also an 
opportunity for the Executive team to meet Group representatives, give out 
information and to receive feedback in return. 
 I attended my first GSM in October 2014 during my first year as Secretary for 
the Lincolnshire Group. My first concern was, “Would I find the venue?” which 
was then held at the National Motorcycle Museum near Coventry. The venue 

must be strategically placed; we are a scattered bunch and the meeting needs 
to be placed centrally to save members travelling from one end of the country 
to the other. It proved to be an easy journey by car from mid Lincolnshire. 
My second concern was going into a room of complete strangers, some of 
whom would be familiar with procedure and each other. Again, I needn’t have 
worried. The atmosphere was relaxed and friendly, even through the formal 
parts of the meeting. It was interesting to hear how the Executive were taking 
the Society forward; to hear from Groups the difficulties of falling membership; 
to discover how Groups were raising funds and the profile of the Society and 
just to meet other like-minded people who were passionate about plants. I 
came away from that meeting feeling that I was part of the bigger picture of the 
Hardy Plant Society and that the Lincolnshire Group would benefit from the new 
contacts and knowledge I’d gained. 
I have attended another three since then. The venue has changed and is now 
held in the Village Hall of the attractive village of Bubbenhall, still centrally 
located and easy to find. All travelling costs are paid by National including, if 
appropriate, rail fare and taxi fare from station to Bubbenhall. The Treasurer is 
there to take your expense claims! Lunch is provided at a small cost and is very 
good value. There is time to meet up with old acquaintances and to make new 
ones, spreading the seeds of friendship. 
The number of Groups represented has been falling, in part due to the date of 
the meeting clashing with a monthly Group meeting. The Saturday in October is 
changed each year to give Groups a fair chance of representation at least three 
years out of four. PLEASE NOTE the invitation extends to another officer of a 
Group if the Secretary cannot make it. 
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Let’s make 2018 a year when all 40 Groups are represented at the GSM on 
Saturday 20 October; sow the seeds of friendship and watch the Society grow 

together! 

Anna Peacock 
 

GWLADYS TONGE - PLANT LEGACY 
It was a bright sunny Saturday afternoon with the temperature just above 3⁰ C, 
the sky deep blue with red kites flying just above rooftop level that a group of 
Hardy Planters descended upon the late Gwladys Tonge’s garden in Winslow, 

Bucks. 
If you have never been to her garden, then you have missed a treat. The rear 
garden is very compact, set on an angle to make it appear bigger and crammed 
with plants. The front is equally small but again, just stuffed with shrubs, trees 
and other hardy plants. When we arrived, there was very little if any, soil 
showing. There were hanging baskets and pots of items everywhere, there was 
a greenhouse area and conservatory brimming with plants which the family 
wished to go to good homes.  The object of the visit was to remove and save as 
many plants as possible, at the same time making donations for charity. 
Most visitors came prepared with their own forks and spades. What I had not 
considered was taking my gardening clothes. So, working carefully around the 
narrow paths and trying to avoid nudging other Hardy Planters into the borders, 
we each selected plants depending on preference. Of course, mine were the 
snowdrops. It is not for the rarity but for the fact that they once belonged to 

Gwladys that I wished to acquire mine. Methodically I carefully worked my way 
amongst the snowdrops, selecting those that appealed to me most. Not too 
many but just enough to make a small clump, being careful not to disturb them 
and the other plants too much, leaving some for the next person while 
separating a couple of bulbs of each clump to be planted on Gwladys’ grave. 
With everybody doing likewise, there soon was a large bucketful. 
Once satisfied with my two bags full of snowdrops (in the green), it was time to 
leave a donation with The Reverend Maurice Stanton-Saringer and say a 

final farewell to Gwladys and her fabulous little plot. 
The family will plant the snowdrop bulbs at Gwladys’ graveside and I hope to 
visit next February to say thank you for allowing one last visit and by the 
removal of some of her treasured plants.  We hope to ensure her legacy goes 
on and that she will not be forgotten. 

  Christine Weeks-Ruislip 

 
WHISPER IT QUIETLY, BUT HPS MEMBERSHIP IS ON THE 

INCREASE... 
Like many other societies, membership declined in recent years, with the two 
biggest drops when the membership fee was increased. But that’s now 
changing, with 726 new members in 2017. 
Sally Broome, our HPS Administrator, puts the rise down to several factors, 

starting with hard work by many local groups across the UK. “They have 
definitely been more proactive in making sure that their local members are 
national members too. There are fewer “ghost” members – people who join a 
local group and never get round to joining the national Society.  
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It may not seem an important issue but it is for us. For one thing, there are 
implications because our insurance, which is used by local groups, covers only 
national members. We have to get that right.  
Secondly, there are a lot more events taking place, celebrity speakers, plant 
sales and so on, which is helping to bring in a steady stream of new members.” 

Nationally, two events were significant. First a short article – just 167 words – 
about the Seed Exchange in the Waitrose Weekend newspaper: within a week 
133 people signed up! Secondly the Society’s Chelsea stand, provided by 
Worcestershire Group, with 103 people joining as a direct result of seeing the 

stand or the TV coverage. 
The Society is now making far greater use of social media; Twitter and 
Facebook have increased our exposure. But there are still huge numbers of 
potential new members, the people who haven’t really heard of us at all. So it’s 
great news that Anastasia Reynolds has now volunteered to take on the 

Marketing & Publicity role for the Society. 
National treasurer Stuart Senior says that using Paypal has had a big impact 

this year, as people can join straightaway.   
Stuart adds “We have about £200,000 in the Kenneth Black bursary fund and 
we really have got to spend it. It’s important that local groups spread the word 
about our bursaries. They need to get out there and tell local groups, colleges 
and design people, even head gardeners, that this money is available! 
Nationally, the Society will help groups who want to put on a show as a way of 
driving up interest, especially if it helps to raise our profile in the process, as at 
Chelsea last year. We’re more than happy to provide financial support. But it is 
simply not possible for us to give a group a cash injection because of the 
structure of our relationship with the Charity Commissioners.” 
Stuart would encourage groups to Bring a Friend for Free. We ordinary 
members are definitely the best recruiters! 

Mick Dunstan 

 
FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  

These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your request to 
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 mm) self-
addressed envelope with the required number of loose 2nd class stamps: 

 1 for Bed and Breakfast – also on website in members’ area 

 2 for Gardens Open 

 4 for Register of Lecturers – also on website in members’ area 
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope. 
HPS Booklets – please use the order form in the newsletter. 
Subscriptions  

Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription rates are 
£17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint 

membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members outside 
Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. Subscriptions 
should be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab 
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Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Debit card payments can be taken over 

the phone. To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your future 
subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building society. You 

can request a form from the Administrator, by email or post, or download it from 
the website (Join the HPS on the Home Page). 

All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership 
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours (Monday 
to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the answering 
machine: 01386 710317. 

Sally Broome, Administrator 
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM 
July 2018 
 
 
The following booklets are available; post free, to members by Mail Order. 
 

Quantity Title Cost Total 

 Epimediums                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Euphorbias                                 COLOUR £3.00  

 Ferns                                     COLOUR £5.50  

 Geraniums                              COLOUR £5.50  

 Hostas                                        COLOUR £3.00  

 Penstemons                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Peonies                                      COLOUR  £5.50  

 Total of order   

 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………..... 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………… Postcode ………………………. 
 
 
I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society 
Or Please debit my debit card by the sum of £…....................  
Or order online at www.hardy-plant.org.uk 
 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date   Security Code    

 
Name as printed on card ...……………………………………………. 
 
Signature …………………………………............Date………………. 

 
Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 
 

ACER AT HOWICK ACER AT HOWICK 


