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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
This time last year, I had just stood down as Chairman of the HPS 
Southern Counties Group and was breathing a sigh of relief at not having to 
write an introduction to the Newsletter. At that time I had no intention of 
standing for office again, either locally or nationally. But here I am again 
writing an introduction, only this time the readership is somewhat larger. 
I’m still not quite sure what happened. I remember noticing that there was 
an appeal for someone to take on the national Chairman’s role and the next 
thing was hearing myself say that I was happy for my name to be put 
forward. How did that happen?  Actually I’m glad it did, as it’s such a great 
opportunity to be involved in a Society I care so passionately about. So far, 
I’ve had the chance to meet lots of members as well as speakers at a 
number of events and have very much welcomed hearing their comments 
on the Society and their ideas and suggestions for the future. 
The Annual Lecture Day and AGM organised by the Nottinghamshire 
Group passed by in a bit of a blur, but I hugely enjoyed talks by John 
Grimshaw, Director of the Castle Howard Arboretum Trust, and Bleddyn 
and Sue Wynn-Jones of Crug Farm. There was also the chance to buy 
plants donated by members as well as from some excellent nurseries. 
From the smiles on members’ faces, it seems a good time was had by all. 
The Ranunculaceae Group AGM was held on my home patch in Surrey 
and it was great to hear Julian Sutton give a fascinating, but to me 
somewhat technical, talk about pollination entitled “Sepals, Spurs and 
Hummingbirds”. At the time, I thought I was following it, but I’ve found it 
very hard to explain it to anyone who wasn’t there. It really did make me 
want to know more about botany and maybe one day I’ll find time to do 
something about it. 
The West Yorkshire Group’s biennial conference, “The Magic of Plants” in 
Pudsey was a great opportunity to meet a group of passionate hardy 
planters and listen to excellent presentations by Brian Ellis of Avondale 
Plants, Tom Mitchell of Evolution Plants, Derry Watkins of Special Plants 
and Andy McIndoe of Hilliers. It was a super day and again there was the 
opportunity to learn about and buy new plants. I think you’re probably 
starting to see where my interest lies. 
This last week has been all about Chelsea. I was fortunate enough to be 
invited to the Press Day on Monday, before the Show opened. As well as 
hobnobbing with horticultural celebrities and making contact with 
journalists, it gave me the opportunity to meet members of the Kent Group 
who had created a display entitled “Over the Garden Gate”. Nearly 300 
plant varieties were displayed in an imaginative stand which truly gave the 
impression of a hardy planter’s garden. Beautiful plants, a propagating 
palace and plants for sale outside the gate. The display was awarded a 
Silver Gilt medal which was a credit to the Kent Group and to the HPS.  
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I have had to decline other invitations because of lack of time, but hope to 
get around and meet members whenever I can. I’m already seeing my 
diary for next year filling up! 
The next thing to look forward to is the meeting in June when I hope 
Trustees will agree to my plans to make a move on activities intended to 
stem the decline in membership by making the HPS better known. We 
really do need to promote the Society, but none of this will happen without 
more people coming forward to help. Over the years I have read ever-more 
impassioned pleas for members to volunteer to take on different roles. In 
this Newsletter we are asking for someone to take on the crucial job of 
Honorary Secretary from next spring. Without an Hon Sec, the Society 
cannot function, so I hope to hear from anyone who might want to know 
more about what’s involved. We are also still searching for people to work 
on coordinating publicity, events and shows. We are all busy people, but I 
know how much I have already gained personally from my new role and I 
am sure there are some other busy people out there who could make a 
contribution. If you think you might be interested in getting involved, or 
know somebody who could be approached, please do let me know. 
After a few days of Chelsea weather – cold then warm, thunderstorms and 
massive hailstones – the garden has got away from me again and I am 
struggling to catch up. The compost that I put on my vegetable beds is host 
to a massive range of seedlings, including Ragged Jack kale, rocket, 
foxgloves, poppies, cerinthe and larkspur. I find it hard to pull up attractive 
and healthy-looking plants, so I’m struggling to fit the vegetables in 
amongst what others might think of as weeds. Once they’ve flowered, I can 
pull them out and compost them. 
Happy gardening everyone. 

Cathy Rollinson 
Chairman 

 
 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 58TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Saturday 28 March, 2015. 

Portland College, Mansfield, Notts. NG18 4TJ 
 

Officers Present:  
John Dilks, Chairman  
Elaine Lofthouse, Hon. Sec.  
John McGhee, Hon. Treasurer. 
Apologies for Absence:  
Trustees: Roy Stickland, Ray Lakeland  
Postholders: Sharin Ingleby, Pam Ratcliffe 
Members: Sally-Ann Turner 
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John Dilks opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and thanking the 
Nottingham Group for organising the day, and Dr John Grimshaw for his 
talk Plants, Gardens and People which had taken place that morning. 

1. The minutes of the 57th Annual General Meeting, held on 
Saturday 22 March 2014 which had been circulated to members 
were presented for approval as a correct record of the meeting. 
Approval proposed by Fran Pattinson, seconded by Helen Mount 
and approved unanimously. 

2. Matters Arising. - None were recorded. 
3. Chairman's Report. The Chairman's Report had been circulated 

to members in the February 2015 newsletter. John Dilks made 
some comments - he praised the new format for the HPS Journal, 
which contained 25% more coverage than before, both 
photographs and text. There had been good feedback. He thanked 
Pam Ratcliffe for her hard work as editor. Dee Folkard and Sandra 
Hartley were thanked for their years of editing the Newsletter; this 
had now been taken on by Lynne Hackett. 
The Society was in good financial health for the short term, but 
there were worries about the longer term future, with the 
continuing decline in membership. As with many societies, it was 
essential to recruit younger members. John thanked all the 
Postholders. He also thanked Roy Lancaster for his continued 
support of the Society. 
John Dilks explained that he was standing down as Chairman as 
he was unable to give enough time to the role. He thanked John 
McGhee and Elaine Lofthouse for their support and work with the 
Society. 
Acceptance of the report was proposed by Barbara Riley, 
seconded by Tony Rogers, and adopted unanimously. 

4. Financial Report. John McGhee introduced the 10 page 
document which was circulated at the meeting with a brief note of 
guidance. Since membership figures were declining, there might 
have to be an increase in subscriptions, which had been held 
stable for 8 years. The society had borne down on costs, and had 
managed to cut back £6-10,000 on administration. The current 
financial situation was quite strong. 
Derek Cooper thanked John for his work, and there was 
discussion of the paper. 
Increase in subscriptions: As it was not intended to increase 
subscriptions for another two or three years the possibility of 
several small increases rather than one large one was discussed. 
It was hoped to introduce payment by Direct Debit and phase out 
Standing Orders, which would make subscription increases easier 
to manage in future. Historically any increase in subscriptions had 
resulted in a substantial fall in membership numbers. 
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Publicity spending was well down in 2014, but there were plans to 
increase the budget in the near future. The lack of a Publicity 
Officer meant that press coverage had been minimal. Marketing 
expertise was needed, but Members and Groups should be 
encouraged to raise the profile of the Society. Ideas included 
publicity at open gardens, banners and posters. The Hardy Plant 
Society was well known as a friendly Society and it was suggested 
that becoming too commercial could put off new members. The 
personal approach was best. 
Adoption of the Treasurer's Report was proposed by Ruth 
Plant, seconded by Henry Woolston, and carried unanimously. 

5. Election of the Chairman of the Society. Cathy Rollinson was 
proposed by Sandra Hartley and seconded by Anthea Sokell, and 
elected unanimously. 

6. Election of Vice-Chairman of the Society. Ruth Baumberg was 
proposed by Sue Gray and seconded by Gill Evans, and elected 
unanimously. 

7. Election of the Honorary Treasurer. John McGhee was 
proposed by Sandra Hartley and seconded by Jan Vaughan and 
elected unanimously. 

8. Election of the Honorary Secretary. Elaine Lofthouse was 
proposed by Eric Watson and seconded by Barbara Gooch and 
elected unanimously. 

9. Election of Trustees of the Society. The following nominations 
as Trustees, for the period March 2105- March 2019 have been 
received. 
John Dyson (Rutland Group). Proposed by Cliff Powlesland and 
seconded by Ruth Plant. 
Sharin Ingleby (North East Group). Proposed by Heather Russell 
and seconded by Pam Ratcliffe. 
Ruth Plant (Staffordshire Group). Proposed by Carol Galley and 
seconded by Pauline Cooper. 
Keith Scott (Staffordshire Group). Proposed by Rob Cole and 
seconded by Lenore Greensides. 
All were elected unanimously. 

10. Vote of thanks to John Dilks. Vivienne McGhee thanked John 
Dilks for his work as Chairman and presented him with a Gift token 
to show the Society's appreciation. 

11. Election of Independent Examiners of the Society's accounts. 
Focus Accountancy had now merged with Haines Watts, 
Worcester Ltd. 
Proposed by Henry Woolston, seconded by Helen Mount and 
elected unanimously. 

The formal business of the Meeting closed at 14.25. 
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OPEN FORUM. No issues for discussion had been received by the 
Hon. Sec. 
 
Newly elected Chairman, Cathy Rollinson said she was looking forward to 
meeting members around the country, and would continue to press the 
issues of publicity and increasing membership. Specialist and local groups 
were the best points of contact with the Society. It was important not to be 
exclusive, but to encourage people at all levels, and the Groups were very 
important in this respect. It was good that money was available for 
professional publicity but the role of members in encouraging friends to 
come to meetings and join the Society was vital.  
Cathy pointed out that the Society’s Diamond Jubilee would take place in 
2017 and this could be very useful for publicity. One idea was to have a 
Members’ Open Gardens day or weekend. Cathy asked members to 
communicate with her about any ideas they might have. There was a need 
to keep up to date, for example by using Facebook, Twitter and other social 
media. 
Southern Counties Group will be hosting the 2016 AGM on Saturday 
19 March in Surrey. 

Elaine Lofthouse, Honorary Secretary 

 
Officeholders for 2015/16 

President     Vice-President 

Roy Lancaster    Dilys Davies 
 
Trustees 

Cathy Rollinson, Chairman (Southern Counties)   
John McGhee, Hon. Treasurer (Worcestershire) 
Ruth Baumberg, Vice Chairman (West Yorkshire)  
Elaine Lofthouse, Hon.Secretary (Dorset) 
Diana Bellerby (Shropshire)  Helen Boothman (Lincolnshire) 
Sue Catchpole (Cheshire & Friends) John Dyson (Rutland) 
Trevor Holmes (Staffordshire)  Sharin Ingleby (North East) 
Sue Jackman (Essex)   Ruth Plant (Staffordshire) 
Keith Scott (East Yorkshire)  Roy Strickland (Somerset) 
 
Publications Subcommittee 

Irene Tibbenham (Chairman & Booklets Editor) 
Tony Bays (Cornucopia Editor)  Susan Catchpole (Managing Sec.) 
Brian Hackett (Photo Librarian)  Lynne Hackett (Newsletter Editor) 
Jennifer Harmer (Historian)   Pam Ratcliffe (Journal Editor) 
  
 
Conservation Scheme    Kenneth Black Bursary Fund 
Coordinator     Coordinator   

Helen Mount     Trevor Holmes 
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Groups Coordinator   Seed Distribution Manager 
Ruth Plant      Pauline Cooper 
 

Horticultural Advisor 
Judy Harry 
 

Web Team 
Cliff Powlesland (Webmaster)  Sharin Ingleby (Facebook) 
John Dyson (Website Content Coordinator) 

 
Vacancies - Events Coordinator, Shows Coordinator and Marketing/Publicity 

Officer 
 
 

VACANCY FOR HONORARY SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY 
 
Since early 2012 I have held the post of Hon Sec of the Hardy Plant 
Society. It has been a very interesting, challenging and rewarding time and 
I am very pleased that I accepted the opportunity when the tap on the 
shoulder came. I am now looking to stand down at the March 2016 AGM by 
which time I will have completed four years in the post. 
 
The Society is seeking someone with the enthusiasm and interest in the 
Society to take on this important position. With the recent AGM in 
Nottinghamshire still fresh in our minds March 2016 may seem far off, but 
as the society needs continuity we must start the process as soon as 
possible. 
 
Previous committee experience is of course useful but there is a full job 
description and I would be very pleased to talk to any interested member 
about the expectations and commitments of the job. Minutes of recent 
Trustees meetings are available in the Members’ area of the website and 
these would give anyone interested a flavour of both the meetings and the 
work which goes on in the background through the year. 
 
The new Hon Sec will be well supported by the other officers, trustees, 
postholders and administrator and ‘shadowing’ could be arranged. 
 
If you are interested or think you know someone who could be approached 
or just want an informal chat to find out more, please contact our new 
Chairman Cathy Rollinson or myself to discuss. 

Elaine Lofthouse 
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THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 
 

 
 

If you require a full set of accounts, 
please email admin@hardy-
plant.org.uk 
 
 
Accounts for the Year Ended 31st December 2014 

    

Statement of Financial Activities 
 

     

     

   2014 2013 

     

Note Unrestricted  Designated Total 
Funds 

Total 
Funds 

     

 Funds Funds   

     

 £ £ £ £ 

Incoming Resources 
  

     

Incoming resources from generated funds:  
     

 
Voluntary income 

  

2 106,807  106,807 98,580 

 
Activities for generating funds 

 

3 7,295  7,295 6,520 

 
Investment income 

  

 19,370 4,454 23,824 15,939 

Incoming resources from charitable activities  
4 9,182  9,182 9,665 

Other incoming resources 
  

5 2,850  2,850 2,201 

     

     

 
Total Incoming Resources 

 

 145,504 4,454 149,958 132,905 

Resources Expended 
  

     

Costs of generating funds: 
  

     

 

Costs of generating voluntary 
income 

6 44,853 

 

44,853 52,275 

 
Fundraising trading costs 

 

7 32,944  32,944 34,170 

Charitable activities 
  

8 18,666  18,666 18,152 

Governance costs 
  

9 3,002  3,002 4,572 

Other resources expended 
  

10 1,190  1,190 1,135 

     

11  2,086 2,086 2,913 

 
Total Resources Expended 

 

 100,655 2,086 102,741 113,217 

 

Net incoming/outgoing 
resources 

        
44,849  

      2,368       
47,217  

  19,688  

Reconciliation of funds 
  

     

 

Total funds brought forward 
01.01.2014 

 157,538 209,932 366,470 346,782 

 

Total funds carried forward 

31.12.2014 
 202,387 211,300 413,687 366,470 

mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
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THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Accounts for the Year Ended 31st December 2014 
  

Balance Sheet 
 

   2014  

    

Note     

Fixed Assets 
  

13   5,000  

    

     

Current Assets 
 

     

 
Bank balances 

 

 196,005  102,200  

 
Investments at cost 

 

14 244,777  281,570  

 
Debtors & prepayments 

15 7,378  7,983  

 
Stock (booklets) 

 

 1,015 449,175 1,442 393,195 

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 
  

    

16  -40,488  -35,091 

Net current assets 
 

   408,687  

    

     

Total assets less current liabilities 
 

 

413,687  

    

     

Financed by: 
  

     

General fund 
  

17   202,387  

    

     

Bursary fund and bequest 
   211,300  

    

     

    

   413,687  

    

     

The accounts were approved by the Trustees on 17 February 2015 
 

John Dilks 
  

   John 
McGhee 

 

Trustee 
  

   Treasurer  
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DIGITAL IMAGE LIBRARY & PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 
The image library has grown considerably over the last year. HPS 
members have responded enthusiastically to the appeal for more images, 
to the extent that we have acquired over 2,000 new pictures so far in 2015. 
If you need images for a talk or publication, just contact me, giving the plant 
names and their accession numbers from the image library and I’ll send 
them to you. 
We are very keen to provide more images for the seed distribution service, 
so that clients get a good idea of what the finished product will look like! A 
most-wanted list went out in the spring, but if you want to help just look at 
the Descriptive Seed Information Database on the website and see which 
plants are lacking a picture. Maybe you could focus on your favourite 
genera and look out for them. 
I’ve found that the easiest way to send photographs is to use the 
Wetransfer service, which you can find at www.wetransfer.com. It’s very 
easy and completely free, there’s no need to register or join anything – all 
you need is the email address of the person you want to send the pictures 
to. You can send up to 2gb at a time. 
Could I also take this opportunity to remind you about the annual 
Photographic Competition? As in previous years there will be three 
categories: 

1. Individual hardy perennial – whole plant or close-up. 

2. Plant grouping, border, garden view, HPS event. 

3. A picture by members’ children or grandchildren (16 or under) – a 

photo on any garden-related subject 

The closing date is 7 September 2015. A panel of judges will then decide 
upon the winners – results will be announced in the November issue. 
Prizes of £50, £30 and £20 will be awarded for the first three place winners 
in categories one and two, with gift vouchers for the children. 
The prizes are funded from a legacy to the Society from Nancy, Lady 
Rowlinson. 
To make it easier to enter, email submissions are accepted. Please 
email your submissions to photocomp@hardy-plant.org.uk (or use 
wetransfer – see above) 

Rules 

 The competition is open to all HPS members, except professional 

photographers or relatives of the judging panel. 

 The member submitting the image should have taken the 

photograph, or in the case of category 3 be the parent/grandparent 

of the child who has taken the photograph. 

 Images taken of private gardens other than that of the entrant must 

have the permission of the owner before submission. Images 

containing identifiable people must have their permission before 

submission. 

http://www.wetransfer.com/
mailto:photocomp@hardy-plant.org.uk
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 Images sent in on a CD/DVD or memory stick will only be returned 

if a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed. Please ensure that 

you keep a copy. 

 Images should be presented at high resolution in JPG/JPEG 

format. 

 Prints are not acceptable. 

 Entrants can submit up to three digital images per category 

(parents/grandparents up to three for each child); stating which 

category each image is to be judged in. Please send each entry in 

a separate email. 

 Please include the photographer’s name and address and HPS 

membership number, plus the plant name(s), location and date 

where appropriate. Images may also be given a title. Please do not 

superimpose writing on the actual image. If you are using 

wetransfer please put the information in the message area, or 

email it separately if you prefer. 

 Images entered in last year’s competition cannot be resubmitted. 

 Minimal digital enhancement is acceptable, but alterations that 

change the authenticity of the image are not. 

 All photographs received may be added to the digital image library, 

and may be used by the Society in publications or promotions. 

Please email your submissions to me at photocomp@hardy-plant.org.uk 

Before submitting for Category 1 – please check your entry is 
correctly named and is a hardy perennial! 

If you prefer to send them on a memory stick, CD/DVD or SD card, my 
address is: 

24 Woodside 

Denby Dale 

Huddersfield 

HD8 8QX 

 

Even if you don’t want to enter the competition, please consider submitting 
digital images to the slide library - you can email, or wetransfer them to me 
at photos@hardy-plant.org.uk 
 

Brian Hackett 

photos@hardy-plant.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:photocomp@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
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The 30
th
 anniversary of the 

Malvern Spring Show, May 
2015, saw the launch of 
Geraniums, the latest addition 
to the HPS booklet series. 
Written by Geranium group 
chairman, Dr Margaret Stone, 
holder of Plant Heritage National 
Plant Collections® Geranium × 
cantabrigiense, macrorrhizum 
and sanguineum, this new and 
revised edition includes an 
updated directory liberally 
sprinkled with photographs in a 
handy A5 reference format. 
Available from the office, at a 
price of £5.50 direct to 
members, including postage 
(order form on page 31). If 
paying by credit card, please 
call Sally with your details on 
01386 710 317. 

 
If you are ordering a copy, why not purchase a HPS booklet for a friend or 
family as a gift?  The Administrator can organise to have these sent direct 
to the person – with a message if you would like! 
 
We produce these booklets as part of our charitable aims to advance the 
knowledge of and foster public interest in hardy plants. They are sold to 
members at a break-even price. Indeed, these booklets are written 
exclusively by volunteers; specialists in their field, and as a Society, we are 
extremely grateful for the hard work they put into doing what really is a 
‘labour of love’. HPS members take part in these charitable aims when they 
help disseminate information about hardy plants – one example being via 
booklets. 
 
The Society would like to make these booklets more publicly available. If 
you know of a bookseller or nurseryman who may be interested to sell 
them, please ask them to contact me - booklets@hardy-plant.org.uk 
 
The latest booklet uses lots of photographs taken by HPS members. Some 
of them came direct from professional nurserymen such as Tim Fuller and 
others from keen amateur and professional photographers who have 
passed on images to the HPS image library. The fabulous front cover 
close-up of Geranium pratense ‘Mrs Kendall Clarke’ was taken by John 
McCormack but a huge thank you to each of our contributors. 
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As the new booklets editor, this project was very much a team effort, and I 
do hope that members will be encouraged to add further images to the 
library as a result. The next booklet we aim to produce is one on hardy 
garden chrysanthemums, so if you feel like taking photographs of this 
genus to add to our collection, please do. I’m particularly interested to 
encourage images of where they can be seen growing in a garden setting. 
 
If you have lots of images to send, consider contacting Brian Hackett, our 
image librarian, for feedback on how best to do this, photos@hardy-
plant.org.uk. A variety of software is now available that makes this much 
less time-consuming and onerous than it once was. 
 
The Geraniums booklet is available to non-members, priced at £7.50 plus 
P&P. Think birthday gifts, Christmas presents and stocking fillers or 
random acts of kindness. Take this opportunity to grab a good deal for a 
friend, family member or neighbour at the HPS member rate. 

 
Irene Tibbenham 

Publications 
 

CALLING COPY-TYPISTS FOR ‘PROJECT E-BOOKLET’ 
As a charity that seeks to publicise information on hardy herbaceous 
perennials, we are keen to make our booklets more widely available and 
accessible to a broader audience. So we are considering alternative 
formats, including ‘e-booklets’. These would be available to download from 
both our web-site and other sites. Initially we will make these available as 
pdf documents, and later in other formats. 
 
Some of our HPS booklets were published prior to the HPS having a 
centralised computer file storage system. As booklets editor, I am looking 
for volunteers to produce a text or MS Word documents of the missing text 
files. They could either be typed-up or, depending on the vagaries of your 
scanning software, scanned in or scanned and corrected. 
 
Regrettably there is no remuneration for this - it is opportunity to learn 
and/or reinforce your plant knowledge whilst making a positive contribution 
to the Society’s aims – so if you are willing and able and would like to 
participate in ‘Project e-booklet’ … this is your chance to be involved. 
Contact Irene by e-mail on booklets@hardy-plant.org.uk for further 
information. 

 
HPS WEBSITE 

 The HPS website now detects whether you are using a computer, tablet or 
a smart mobile phone and gives you all of the content but automatically 
adjusts the layout to suit the size of screen that you have. As a result, our 

mailto:booklets@hardy-plant.org.uk
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pages are now much more readable on smaller screens and this has been 
achieved without sacrificing larger screen layouts. 
  
As a result, we have seen a 60% increase in visitor numbers since this time 
last year (6275 different visitors per month compared to 3900) and almost 
three times as many visitors now use a mobile phone to view the site (690 
visitors compared to 235). 
  
Our Facebook page also continues to expand and we now have well over a 
thousand “likes”. 
  
Of course, the large amount of good, accessible horticultural information 
and gardening stories also played an important part in creating this 
increase in visitor numbers so thank you to everyone who has sent us 
information. Without it, we could not have kept the website and Facebook 
page up to date and relevant. If you’re not already a contributor, why not let 
us know what is happening in your garden, or in your local area, by telling 
webpages@hardy-plant.org.uk or by posting it yourself to the HPS 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/hpshome 
  
If we don’t know that it’s happening then we can’t feature it and we’d much 
rather be told many times than not told at all. 

Cliff Powlesland 
Webmaster 

 

Cliff’s Web Tips... 
If you’ve landed in the middle of a website and want to get to the front 
(home) page, try clicking on the logo in the top left corner. Most websites, 
including the HPS, RHS and BBC use this as a quick link. 

 
 

Cliff’s Web Tips... 

If a web page looks out of date, it may be because your computer is 
showing you one it got earlier instead of getting an up to date version. 
Press the F5 key to tell your computer to get a new copy from the website 

 
CONSERVATION SCHEME 

We start with a few successes from the scheme which is good news 
indeed. There was concern a little while ago that if plants were withdrawn 
immediately after there were four or more entries in the RHS Plant Finder 
that it could be a ‘flash in the pan’ to coin a phrase and the plants could 
easily reduce or disappear in subsequent years. It was therefore decided 
as part of the recently-introduced criteria for the scheme that a plant would 
not be withdrawn as a ‘Success’ until it had four or more entries in the Plant 
Finder for three consecutive years. 
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A database of the plants and the number of entries in the Plant Finder has 
been created and monitored over the last four years and I’m pleased to 
report that after scouring the Plant Finder for 2015 the following plants are 
to be withdrawn from the Conservation Scheme this year as successes. 
These are: 
Athamanta turbith, Chrysanthemum ‘Early Yellow’, Heuchera x cylindrica 
‘Brownfinch’ and Rudbeckia laciniata ‘Starcadia Razzle Dazzle’. 
It is particularly pleasing to see the Rudbeckia removed as it would have 
had an AGM in the RHS Perennial Yellow Daisy trials1998-2002 had it 
been more widely available at the time and it’s a really good plant. Still it’s 
only taken 13 years to increase the availability!  However other plants on 
our list stubbornly refuse to become more widely available which is a great 
pity. 
The next little challenge is to agree more detailed plant profiles on the 80 or 
so plants currently in the scheme. The Plant Profile form has been 
developed so that it can be completed on the computer or printed off and 
hand-written by those involved. It will provide both data on the plants and 
serve as an introductory form for any new plants to the scheme. The latter 
will have to be accompanied by images so that we know what the plant is 
supposed to look like from the outset thus reducing the likelihood of error in 
identity. 
The Shropshire group coordinator for the scheme and I are completing 
profiles on each plant which will be circulated to other group coordinators 
so that we will end up with an agreed description, cultivation notes, 
propagation hints, uniform height/spread plus distinguishing features or 
other information etc. for plants in the scheme. 
Finally, at the time of writing, we have some ‘newcomers’ to the Scheme in 
October. These are Ballota pseudodictamnus compact form B&M 8119, 
Geranium ‘Pink Delight’ and Erysimum ‘Bowles’ Yellow’ and its possible 
there will be more. 
If your group isn’t a member of the scheme, why not?  Do come and join us 
(or even return!), get your hands on a rare plant and spread it around so 
that others can enjoy some difficult-to-find hardy plants. 
  

Helen Mount 
 Conservation Scheme Coordinator 

 

SEED DISTRIBUTION UPDATE 
An International distribution. Our 2015 seed list included seeds donated 
from 8 countries worldwide. We sent seed orders out to 18 countries 
including Japan and New Zealand. Our seed is being grown by Botanic 
Gardens across the world----and you thought we were operating at a small 
and local level?! 
 
Donors sought for our 2016 distribution. It was good to have new 
members join our band of regular seed donors for the 2015 distribution. We 
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hope more will join us this year. Keep your eyes out for seed ripening in 
your garden as summer progresses. Collect it in paper envelopes, (with the 
name on the envelope) dry it, and then remove as much chaff as possible. 
(More on collecting and cleaning seed can be found on the HPS website. If 
you would like a paper copy, please contact Sally Broome, our HPS 
administrator.)  Store the seed in an airtight container in the fridge until you 
are ready to send it in to us. Even a tiny amount is welcome. Remember 
that donors of 5 or more different seed are entitled to an extra 10 packets 
of seed in their order. 
 
The Seed Receiver Team is growing!  We have a third address for seed 
donations this year. We like to keep our Seed Donors on their toes! 
If the initial letter of your surname is from A to G, please send your 
seed to Sue Bosson, Penylan, Penybontfawr, Nr Oswestry. SY10 0EL. 
If the initial letter of your surname is H to N, then please send your seed 
to Dennis and Pam Seager, Bagend, Four Crosses, Llanymynech, Powys. 
SY22 6RP. 
If the initial letter of your surname is from O to Z, please send your 
seed to Joe Sime, Park Cottage, Penley, Wrexham. LL13 0LS. 
 

Please send all seed in to arrive by 31
st

 October, earlier if possible. 

 
If you require a supply of small manila envelopes in which to send seed, 
please send a ‘large letter’ stamp with a request to Sue, Dennis or Joe 
depending on your initial as set out above. 
 
When ready to send seed please help our seed receivers by including an 
alphabetical list of the seed you are sending, using the name as it appears 
on your packets of seeds. Include your name and address and where 
possible, your e-mail address. Please, before posting, check with the post 
office to ensure that you affix the correct stamp value. 
We look forward to receiving your donated seed and thank you in 
anticipation. 

Pauline Cooper 
Seed Distribution Coordinator 

 
THE MAGIC OF PLANTS: REPORT OF THE BIENNIAL 

CONFERENCE organised by the West Yorkshire Group 
Pudsey 2015 did not fail to live up to expectation and the line-up of speakers 
was a perfect choice I felt. While they were all very different in their approach 
and area of expertise each one was hugely enthusiastic, not afraid to show 
their love and dedication to their subject matter. It was a well-balanced 
succession of talks, with masses of quality information for those hungry to 
learn. The venue may have been cold (Yorkshire folk don’t need heating in May 
… oh yes, some of them do!) but the warmth coming off the speakers was 
enough to distract me. 
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The Plant Library - Brian Ellis of Avondale Nursery describes his garden 
as a plant-lovers’ library of beloved plants. He uses the 1/3 acre garden to 
display plants sold and to keep the 3 national collections that Avondale 
maintain - Sanguisorbas, Aster novae-angliae (newly named Symphotricum 
novae-angliae) and Anemone nemorosa. Brian described for us, using 
beautiful photos and practical tips, over 70 of his current favourites.  
Where the Wild Things Are (or Were) - Tom Mitchell of Evolution 
Plants was quite a contrast. His passion is plant hunting in the wild. He is 
very concerned about European legislation introduced from the worldwide 
Convention on Biological Diversity summit, which he feels will stop wild 
collecting of material. As many plant (and animal) species are endangered 
in the wild, cultivation should be encouraged to ensure their survival.  
Cultivation should not just be limited to botanical gardens either but 
everyone should be able to participate to ensure the greatest chance of 
survival of endangered plants. His was an impassioned plea for help from 
all Hardy Planters, by growing some wild species in our own gardens but 
also by supporting moves not to suppress wilderness visiting and 
collecting. He showed stunning photos of massed wild populations of pink 
peonies in northern Africa as well as beautiful Narcissus triandrus in 
northern Spain, and Trillium tennesseense in southern USA amongst many 
others. 
Pushing the Boundaries - By the end of her talk Derry Watkins of 
Special Plants had me feeling quite excited about the possibility of 
breaking some rules. Quite bravely in front of an audience of hardy planters 
she extolled the virtues of growing ‘tender’ beauties - see what you can get 
away with in your garden, there will be a range of microclimates that can be 
exploited. Accept that you will have failures but you just might have some 
spectacular successes. She showed photos and described some beautiful 
plants that are ‘tender’ but thrive in her care. 
When starting her current garden, which is heavy sticky clay, Derry started 
with a gravel garden - 8 inches of gravel and plants love it. Sounds like a lot 
of effort I thought … but the plants she has, you can see why.  
Creative Shrub Gardening  - Andy McIndoe, MD of Hilliers, was also on 
a mission - to convert us to shrub growing. Judging by the queue for his 
book afterwards he had a great success rate. He began by saying ‘Garden 
design is not the ritzy nonsense seen in show gardens. It’s taking 3 plants 
and putting them together for magical effect’. Easy to say but less easy to 
put into practice however Andy gave us a good many examples that we 
could all adopt. 
His advice: foliage is the underpinning and flowers are the just the seasonal 
sparklings. Foliage colour is required to carry interest through the year e.g. 
‘uplifting colour groups of massed planting creates interest and so does 
planting repetition of one or two ‘plant heroes’, it pulls the whole garden 
together. 

Judi Barton 
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PEONY GROUP AGM AND STUDY DAY 
SUNDAY 26

TH
 APRIL 2015 

We met on an overcast day in the village hall of South Wraxall, Wiltshire. 
The hall was alive with people an hour before the proceedings began. The 
plant table was doing brisk business and the tea/coffee was especially 
welcome on such a chill day. The meeting began promptly with Judy 
Templar, our Chairman, welcoming 50 members and guests. The business 
part of the day was kept brief with the previously circulated minutes of 2014 
accepted as accurate. John Hudson, our newsletter editor, had hoped to 
stand down at this AGM after 8 years service, but agreed to continue for a 
further year unless a successor is found before then. Judy announced her 
intention to stand down as Chairman. Vivienne McGhee was elected in her 
place and the rest of the committee were returned unopposed. The date for 
our next AGM and Study Day is 26 June 2016 at Claire Austin’s nursery in 
Newtown, Powys.  
 
Judy gave a brief talk on some problems she has encountered with the 
taxonomy of the species Paeonia daurica. Classification relying solely on 
morphological characteristics is unsatisfactory. A way of defining 
relationships among species and populations is now available, using DNA 
sequencing. Judy proposed that the Group should investigate the 
possibility of sponsoring a DNA study, subject to costs. So watch this space 
in our autumn newsletter. 
 
David Victor gave a talk on downsizing from 5 to half an acre. The move 
from Bedfordshire to Somerset was fraught. He has over 100 peonies and 
rather more hardy geraniums. The sheer quantity of plants in pots was 
daunting enough but there was a serious delay in the sale of his Bedford 
home. His plants survived and his peonies are now thriving in their new 
home. 
 
Tom Mitchell of Evolution Plants was our next speaker. He inherited the 
collection of species peonies from Jim Archibald and now grows them in a 
poly tunnel on his nursery. Sadly many of the original labels are missing 
and there is a mammoth job ahead for someone to correctly identify them. 
He then moved on to the implication of the 1992 convention on Biological 
Diversity and the subsequent Nagoya protocol which will severely limit the 
collection of wild seed to be grown on and distributed.  
It was then on to his nursery and a ‘fix’ of peonies and other plants.  
 
A very good day was had by all. 
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A DAY OF VARIEGATED PLANTS AND THE LOSS OF A GREAT 
PLANTSMAN. 

On 21 March 2015, around 40 
members of the Variegated Plant 
Group met at the invitation of 
Margaret Nimmo-Smith in the 
suburbs of Cambridge for their annual 
get together. March is not an 
auspicious time for foliage, but, 
despite this, there was a wealth of 
unusual variegated plants on display 
and for auction. Joe Sharman had 

brought along an impressive range of new Arums he had been breeding 
along with varieties which had been spotted by keen-eyed plants people. 
Some of these were available in the auction, but most were not likely to be 
available for some time, if ever. In the latter category was a spotted-leaved 
form of Arum concinatum – huge, striking and highly desirable. 
 
The plant auction is always a good source of plants, discussion of their 
merits and demerits and an excellent boost to the funds of the group. Who 
could resist a plant rejoicing in the name of Rudbeckia laciniata ‘Starcadia 
Razzledazzle’, especially when several members waxed lyrical about it? Or 
Costus speciosus variegatus when you knew the trouble the donor had 
taken to obtain it after seeing it on holiday? 
 
The day ended with a visit to Margaret’s garden, where there was a wealth 
of early plants on display including a great range of Arums and Hellebores. 
A large Eccremocarpus scaber growing over the back wall of the house 
had many flowers on it, despite the month and the chilly weather. At every 
turn there were plants in pots and containers to make the most of the small 
space. All thanks must go to Margaret for making this day such an 
enjoyable event. 
 
During the meeting, it was announced that one of the main champions of 
variegated plants, Douglas Dawson, had died earlier this year. Few 
people who are interested in variegated plants could fail to have come 
across his name, but he is most likely to be remembered by general 
gardeners as the finder of Brunnera macrophylla ‘Dawson’s White’, which 
was named after him. The group expressed sadness at the passing of a 
fellow variegated plant fanatic and formidable character. A full obituary will 
be published in The Sport. 
 
If you are interested in joining the Variegated Plant Group, please contact 
the secretary. Details are in the contact section of this newsletter. 
 

Sue Dockerill 
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HPS WORCESTERSHIRE GROUP 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION - Saturday 12 September 2015 - Pershore 

College, Worcestershire WR10 3JP 
The first meeting was held on 11

th
 November 1995 in Lecture Room 10 

at the Frank Parkinson Centre, Pershore College when Bob Brown 

spoke about 'Unusual Hardy Perennials' and we are delighted to be 

back for our celebration on 12 September 2015.  

9:00  Registration open 

Tea and coffee available in the College Refectory  

10:45   Welcome and introduction to the day 

11:00  John Massey - Autumn into Winter 

12:30  Lunch served in the Refectory 

1:30  Return to the lecture theatre 

1:45  Fergus Garrett – Succession Planting 

3:00  Tea in the Refectory 

3:30  Alistair Bayford *- Parks Matter: the Value of Parks 

4.30     Finish. 

*  Assistant Director of Strategic Parks Management at Queen 

Elizabeth Olympic Park  

Nurseries will be attending this event and selling plants during registration 

and through the breaks include Cotswold Garden Flowers, Avondale & 

Brokamin Plants.                                                                                      

Ticket prices:   

1. Lectures  £9.  

2. Lectures & buffet lunch £19.                                                                                               

Early booking is recommended, limited places to non-

Worcestershire Group members.  

Booking via John McGhee at j.mcghee@btinternet.com Tel 

01386 830789 or download a booking form. Go to www.worcs-

hardy-plant.org.uk or hardy-plant.org.uk 

Send cheques made payable to: - H.P.S. Worcs Group to: 

 J. McGhee, Half Acre, Main Street, Aldington, Worcestershire 

WR11 7XB.  

Details for single room accommodation at Pershore College, 

contact reception tel:  01386 552443. 

 

file://group
mailto:j.mcghee@btinternet.com
http://www.worcs-hardy-plant.org.uk/
http://www.worcs-hardy-plant.org.uk/
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PASSIONATE ABOUT PLANTS 2016 
Presented by the HPS Middlesex Group 

 
Saturday 9 April 2016 

9.45 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. (doors open 9.00 a.m.) 
Haydon School, Wiltshire Lane, Pinner, Middlesex, HA5 2LX 

 
Our special guest celebrities for 2016  

Diarmuid Gavin 
Controversial, contemporary designer takes gardens that one step further 

 
Helen Dillon  

Broadcaster, writer and plantswoman extraordinaire  
  

Joe Swift 
Designer, writer and BBC Gardeners’ World main presenter   

  
This will be our seventh biennial Passionate About Plants event and 

we’re looking forward to seeing you for what promises to be a lively and 
entertaining day. Our top quality line-up is guaranteed to get you thinking!  
 
It’s a great opportunity to meet other Hardy Planters. As before, there will 
be specialist nurseries with a terrific selection of hardy plants for sale and 
stalls with garden sundries to browse and buy. We will be holding a 
gardening-themed raffle and during the intervals lunches, coffee and tea 
will be on sale. 
 
Tickets for the day are £25.00 and must be booked in advance, as they 
will not be available on the door.  
 
Additional details and an application form are available from our 
website at www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk or write to: 
 

PAP, Keith Hamilton, 82 Brunswick Road, Ealing W5  1AE .  
Tel:  07956 246079;    email:  keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com 

 
Payment by cheque made payable to Hardy Plant Society Middlesex Group 
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your tickets. 
 
 

Treat yourself to a special day out! 
Please book early as tickets always sell quickly! 

 
 
 

http://www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk/
mailto:keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com
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PULMONARIA GROUP MEETING AND AGM 2016 
The next Pulmonaria Group meeting and AGM will take place in Stogumber 
Village Hall near the Quantock hills in West Somerset on April 9 2016. 
The format will be as usual with the AGM, speaker and plant sales in the 
morning. In the afternoon we will visit Elworthy Garden and Nursery 
where our hosts Mike and Jenny Spiller will have their usual high quality 
selection of Pulmonarias and other plants for sale. Further details will follow 
in the Autumn Newsletter. 

 
HALF HARDY GROUP UPDATE 

 There has been a good response to the appeal for a new committee to 
take forward the half Hardy Group, with offers to fill the posts of Chairman, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Newsletter Editor. It would be even better to 
have a few committee members to also assist and there is still time to 
volunteer, contact Ruth on groups@hardy-plant.org.uk or Valerie Livesey 
on v.livesey@btinternet.com  
 Existing members of the group will be contacted by email and post to 
formally establish the new committee, and newsletter articles would be very 
welcome so that the first new edition can be worked on.  
 

DAISY DAY 
Saturday 1 August 2015 

The Western Counties Group would like to invite you to join them for a 
Daisy Day at Feckenham Village Hall, Worcestershire. The day will 
comprise of daisy themed talks by Bob Brown of Cotswold Garden 
Flowers, Helen Picton of Old Court Nursery and Rob Cole of Meadow 
Farm Nursery. There will be opportunities to buy plants from them and 
Hoo House Nursery as well as members' plant stall. After lunch Rob and 
Diane Cole have invited us to visit their garden at Meadow Farm which is 
just a 10 minute walk away. The talks will commence at 10:00, with plants 
sales from 9:00, and we anticipate ending the day's events at 4:00. The 
cost of tickets is £12 for HPS members and £15 for non-members. A 
booking form can be downloaded from the Western Counties Group page 
on the HPS web-site or from Sue Pacini (01451 822465) 

 
 

CORRESPONDENTS GROUP 
The Correspondents Group does not specialize but publishes a wide range 
of articles of general interest. In keeping with its titles, many members do 
correspond, not only with the secretary but amongst themselves. Many also 
submit articles to the newsletter relating to their own gardens and interests. 
New members are always welcome to join this informal and friendly band. 
Further information may be obtained from Valerie Livesey. 

 
 

mailto:groups@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:v.livesey@btinternet.com
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Over the Garden Gate at RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show 
 
Kent Group, May 2015 

What is a Hardy Plant? at 
Harrogate Spring Flower Show 
 
West Yorkshire Group, April 
2015 

Shade and Woodland Plants 
at Malvern Spring Garden 
Show 
 
Worcestershire Group, May 
2015 

AWARD WINNERS! 
Silver Gilt Awards for Kent at RHS Chelsea and West Yorkshire at 

Harrogate Spring Flower Show 

-and Gold for Worcestershire at Malvern! 
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  

These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your request to 
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 mm) self-
addressed envelope with the required number of loose 2nd class stamps: 

 1 for Bed and Breakfast 

 2 for Gardens Open 

 4 for Register of Lecturers 
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope. 

 
HPS Booklets – please use order form in the newsletter. 
Back copies of The Hardy Plant – limited stock from 1957–1989 (black and 

white) @ £2.50; all issues from 1990–present (colour) @ £3.50; prices include 

p&p. Please email or telephone for an order form. 
Subscriptions  

Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription rates are 
£17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint 

membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members, outside 
Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. Subscriptions 
should be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab 
Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Credit or debit card payments can be 

taken over the phone. To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your 
future subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building society. 

You can request a form from the Administrator, by email or post, or download it 
from the website (‘Join the HPS’ on the Home Page). 

HPS PRE-PAID ENVELOPES sent out with questionnaire April 2014 

Members please note the above envelopes should not be used to send 
documents to the office, this service has now been discontinued and HPS is 
now charged a surcharge for any member using these envelopes. Thank you 
for your co-operation on this matter. 

Data Protection 

The Hardy Plant Society falls under the heading of a ‘not-for-profit’ organisation 
and so is exempt from having to register with the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner. However the Society does comply with the Data Protection 
Principles as set out in the Act. Any personal data you provide will be stored as 
paper and/or computer records by the Society and used for administrative 
purposes only. It will not be disclosed to anyone outside the Society without 
your permission. If you are concerned about the methods used to store your 
data, please contact the Honorary Secretary. 
 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership 
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator in office hours (Monday to 
Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the answering 
machine: 01386 710317. 

Sally Broome, Administrator



 

 

John McGhee and Jan Vaughan with 
Worcestershire’s prestigious Gold Medal 

from Malvern Spring Garden Show 

SHOWS 2015 
 
19 July* Chenies Manor Plant Fair Middlesex Group 

22 – 26 July RHS Flower Show Tatton Park Cheshire & Friends 
Group 

25 July Heckington Show Lincolnshire Group 

20 – 23 
August 

Southport Flower Show North West Group 

8 – 13 
September 

RHS Garden Wisley Flower 
Show 

 

12 September Romsey Show Hampshire Group 

12 September Usk Show Monmouthshire Group 

18 – 20 
September 

Harrogate Autumn Show West Yorkshire Group 

26 – 27 
September 

RHS Malvern Autumn Show Worcestershire Group 

 
*Correction, not 21July as stated in Issue 162 
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM 
July 2015 
 
The following booklets are available, post free, to members by Mail Order. 
 

Quantity Title Cost Total 

 Geraniums                              COLOUR £5.50  

 Peonies                                      COLOUR  £5.50  

 Astilbe, Bergenia & Rodgersia   COLOUR £3.00  

 Epimediums                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Euphorbias                                 COLOUR £3.00  

 Ferns                                          COLOUR £3.00  

 Hostas                                        COLOUR £3.00  

 Penstemons                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Grasses £2.50  

 Umbellifers £2.50  

 Campanulas                                     SALE £1.00  

 Heucheras                                        SALE £1.00  

 Irises                                                 SALE £1.00  

 Phlox                                                SALE £1.00  

 Pulmonarias                                     SALE £1.00  

 Total of order   
 
 
Name ……………………………………………………………………….... 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………… Postcode ………………………. 
 
I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society 
Or Please debit my debit/credit card by the sum of £…... (Minimum order 
£10-please contact Office for new Geranium booklet) 

 
 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date     Security Code    

 
Name as printed on card ...……………………………………………. 
 
Signature …………………………………Date ….……………………. 
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Kent Team at Chelsea 2015 

Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Visitors to Over the Garden Gate, 
Chelsea 2015 


