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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
Since the turn of the year, when I last wrote, it has been a busy time. 
Although this is the Hardy Plant Society, I feel my role is all about people. I 
work closely with the Officers – Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Honorary 
Secretary to deal with day-to-day business and with the Trustees at a more 
strategic level. The Post Holders all have their particular roles and I try to 
keep up with what they are doing. I also like to have contact with our 
members and with other stakeholders and the wider public. 
At the end of March, the Southern Counties Group organised a very 
enjoyable Annual Lecture Day. In the morning, we were treated to a talk 
by Kevin Hughes, well known to HPS members in the south for his 

knowledgeable talks and interesting plants and this time Kevin introduced 
us to some Stars of the Spring Garden. Many notes were scribbled and 
desirable plants then bought from Kevin’s stall. I bumped into him at a plant 
sale the other day and said how much everyone had enjoyed his talk. He 
asked me to pass on a confession. He sold a couple of plants labelled 
Erythronium ‘Harvington Snowgoose’ but realised afterwards that they had 
been mis-labelled. If the purchasers would like to contact him, he is more 
than happy to replace the plants, but believes that the ones he sold are 
actually far superior: they are a lavender-flowered variety which he bred 
himself and is as yet un-named. I think I’d hang on to it if you were lucky 
enough to buy one! 
After lunch, an opportunity to chat with friends, and a short AGM, Troy 
Scott Smith talked about Revitalising Vita and inspired us with his 
descriptions of the work he is leading to recapture the distinctive qualities of 
Vita and Harold Nicholson’s Sissinghurst, while accommodating large 
scale visitor numbers. Those who heard Troy speak with such passion will 
be swelling those numbers. 
Passionate About Plants was another opportunity to hear interesting 
speakers. The Middlesex Group again put on a great day with talks by 
Diarmuid Gavin, Helen Dillon and Joe Swift. Diarmuid and Joe both 
spoke about show gardens, but from different perspectives, while Helen 
shared her love of plants and how she uses them in her Dublin garden. 
Helen and her husband have put their house on the market, so this season 
will be the last opportunity to visit this remarkable garden. We had a 
preview of Diarmuid’s British Eccentrics show garden at Chelsea, based on 
the ideas of W. Heath Robinson and I think the consensus was that he 
was completely mad. However, I had the opportunity to see the finished 
garden at Chelsea a few weeks later and it was very exciting. Mad, yes, but 
entertaining and playful with some beautiful planting. I think every garden 
should have twirling box cones, but I’m not sure where I’m going to put 
them in mine! 
As well as Chelsea, which was a hugely enjoyable day and where I was 
able to catch up with a number of members and exhibitors, I was also able 
to visit the Malvern Spring Show for the first time. The Worcestershire 
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Group had put on an attractive and informative display showcasing plants 
in the Ranunculaceae group and with some superb specimen plants, 
including everyone’s favourite, Podophyllum ‘Spotty Dotty’. Helping out on 
the stand for a couple of sessions gave me the opportunity to meet 
members and also to talk to the public about the plants and about the 
Society. A number of new members were signed up on the spot and we 
welcome them. 
This is the part of my piece where I speak about vacancies – please don’t 
switch off: we need your help. The Society depends on willing volunteers to 
ensure that it continues into the future. There are a couple of vacancies 
advertised in this Newsletter as two long-standing Post Holders have 
indicated that they will be giving up their posts. Judy Harry is standing 
down, having held the position of Horticultural Advisor since 2013 and she 
describes the post as an opportunity to help and encourage fellow 
gardeners. After 8 years of producing the twice-yearly magazine 
Cornucopia, Tony Bays wishes to hand on the editorship. For both of 
these posts, we are looking for candidates who will uphold the very high 
quality, but also have thoughts about how to develop them for the future.  
John McGhee has been the Society’s Treasurer since 2014, as well as 
doing a stint earlier on, and has been talking about moving on for some 
time now. The opportunity has arisen as Stuart Senior, who joined us as a 
Trustee in March, has volunteered to cover the position on an interim basis. 
John has been an energetic Treasurer and has done a tremendous job, 
leaving the Society’s finances in a very strong position. 
The more observant amongst you will have noticed that, of the four Officer 
positions, three are now being held on a temporary basis. There are also 
other vacancies which must be filled. This situation has got worse over the 
years, as members feel that they have already done their bit over the years 
– for which we thank you – or they do not have time to get involved. A 
member has volunteered to coordinate shows and events, but only if one or 
more people come forward to work together. Please do think about how 
you can help – you will get a lot of support. As usual, there will also be 
vacancies for Trustees next spring, so please think about whether there is 
someone you know who might be suitable to take on that role or even if you 
would be interested yourself. Either way, I’d love to hear from you. 
What a cold spring it has been. My garden has taken a long time to wake 
up, but this time of year is a delight as every sunny day brings new flowers 
and some treasures that I had forgotten about poke their noses above 
ground – Eucomis this week. But could somebody please tell me why we 
always have a spell of heavy rain and wind when my laburnum is at its 
best?  I wish you all a good summer, full of plants and enjoyment. 
 

Cathy Rollinson, Chairman 
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OBITUARY - ANNE WOOD 
3 January 1940 – 24 February 2016 

It is with great sadness that I announce the passing of former North East 
group secretary, Anne Wood.  
The North East group was formed in 1991, initially Joan Thirlaway being 
the driving force, with myself as membership secretary and Norman 
Armstrong as treasurer. A couple of years later Joan left the society and it 
was agreed that a formal committee with constitution was a much more 
professional approach that would allow the group to grow and develop in 
strength. 
Anne Wood and Joyce Hickman joined the group in July 1992. Being in 
the group for only a few months didn’t deter Anne from taking on the 
massively important role of secretary, and she continued in this role for 16 
years, only retiring due to ill health. 
Over the years, under Anne’s watchful eye the group has grown and 
developed. She was such a positive person, with such a well developed 
skill of getting her own way in an encouraging, humorous manner - so we 
all agreed to most of her ideas without realising it! 
It was Anne’s suggestion that we should offer to host our first Autumn 
Weekend for the society in 2002. The idea originally went down like a lead 
balloon, but before the meeting was finished in principle we were all 
agreeing that we could at least consider it. At the next meeting, it was a 
done deal! Of course, she was right, it was good for the group and we 
enjoyed hosting the weekend - so much so that we volunteered to do it 
again in 2015! 
Anne was rarely wrong, and we all loved her for it..........she had such a 
generous and mischievous nature and a smile that we will never forget.  
Nothing was ever too much trouble for Anne and she would often offer her 
(and Joyce’s) services to anyone who needed help. 
Even during her last few days, when she knew she was extremely ill, she 
insisted on writing an article for our newsletter regarding the death of our 
past chairman, Margaret Dunn, who also passed away at the beginning of 
this year.  
Such a warm hearted caring person, who constantly put others before 
herself, she will be sadly missed. 
 

Maggie Duguid 
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59
TH

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF MEMBERS OF THE 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 

 Saturday 19 March 2016 

Reigate College, Castlefield Road, Reigate, Surrey RH2 0SD 

Minutes 

 
Officers Present:  
Cathy Rollinson, Chairman 
Elaine Lofthouse, Hon. Sec.  
John McGhee, Hon. Treasurer. 
Apologies for Absence:  
Trustees: Helen Boothman, Diana Bellerby, Sharin Ingleby 
Postholders: Ruth Baumberg (Vice Chairman), Pam Ratcliffe (Journal  

    Editor) 
Members: Tricia Fraser, Charmian Odle, Vivienne McGhee, Sally Broome. 
 
Cathy Rollinson opened the meeting by welcoming everyone especially the 
Society President Roy Lancaster and thanking the Southern Counties 
Group for organising the day. 
 
1. The minutes of the 58

th
 Annual General Meeting held on Saturday 

28
 
March 2015, which had been circulated to members were presented 

for approval as a correct record of the meeting. 
2. Approval proposed by Roy Lancaster, seconded by Anthea Sokell and 

approved unanimously. 
3. Matters arising – none were recorded. 
4. Chairman’s report: the Chairman’s report had been circulated to 

members in the February Newsletter. Cathy Rollinson made some 
comments - her first year in this role had been busy and she had 
learned a lot. Perhaps the best part had been getting to know some of 
our members – although not nearly enough, and she hoped to do 
better this year. Everything that the HPS does depends on teamwork. 
She was immensely grateful to the small team of Officers and the 
slightly larger team of Trustees. Local and Specialist Groups depend 
on their Committee Members to ensure their survival and there’s also 
the wider group of members who can always be relied on to lend a 
hand when help is needed. Today was a great example of a team 
working together to put on an excellent day - thanks were given to her 
Southern Counties Group friends. The same teamwork was evident in 
the efficient organisation of the very successful Autumn Weekend 
organised by the North East Group, which was much enjoyed by 
participants. Although a number of activities are organised for next 
year, including lecture days, no Group had come forward to organise 
another Autumn Weekend. It would be a pity if this enjoyable part of 
our calendar were to disappear, so we were looking to someone to 
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volunteer to put something on in 2018. As always, there was need of a 
reminder that there are a number of vacancies for postholders, 
although she recognised that she was preaching to the converted as 
many of those present are already heavily involved - but if anyone 
should know of anybody who might be suitable, they were urged to 
speak to them or let her know. 
Acceptance of the report was proposed by Tony Rogers, seconded by 
Ruth Plant and adopted unanimously.  

5. Financial Report: John McGhee introduced the document which was 
circulated at the meeting. He pointed out that the surplus might sound 
a lot but this was only because of cost savings over the last few years. 
Membership income had dropped by £2000 and we needed to stem 
the flow. This year £4000 would be spent on Publicity, the new website 
and four booklets and there would be further extra costs in 2017 for the 
Society’s Diamond Jubilee, including a Chelsea exhibit. Finding new 
investments with a decent return was a problem. Bonds are safe and at 
the moment give a relatively good return. The St James investment 
had made a loss of £3000 due to changes in the stock market. Special 
thanks were given to John for his continuing hard work in making the 
Hardy Plant Society one of the few Horticultural Societies in a sound 
financial position. 
Acceptance of the report was proposed by Derek Cooper, seconded by 
Helen Mount and adopted unanimously.  

6. Election of Chairman of the Society. CATHY ROLLINSON was 
proposed by Colin Moat, seconded by Elaine Lofthouse and elected 
unanimously to serve for a second year. 

7. Election of Vice-Chairman of the Society. RUTH PLANT was 
proposed by Cathy Rollinson, seconded by John McGee and elected 
unanimously. This role is in addition to Ruth continuing as Groups 
Coordinator. 

8. Election of Honorary Treasurer of the Society. JOHN MCGHEE 
was proposed by Elaine Lofthouse, seconded by Sandra Hartley and 
elected unanimously. 

9. Election of Honorary Secretary of the Society.  
OLIVIA SPENCER is unable to take up the position of Honorary 
Secretary. The Chairman said that very sadly Olivia is now facing 
serious family problems which have arisen since she was nominated to 
take on the Hon Sec role. We are looking for someone to take on this 
role and are hopeful that we have identified a suitable candidate. The 
appointment will be dealt with by direct appointment at a meeting of 
Trustees and formal election at next year’s AGM. Meanwhile Ruth 
Plant will cover the role and Elaine Lofthouse will continue to be 
available as necessary in the short term. 

10. Election of Trustees of the Society. The following nominations for 
the period March 2016 to March 2020 have been received.  
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STUART SENIOR (Somerset Group). Proposed by Roy Stickland, 
seconded by Lady Ro Fitzgerald. 
JAN VAUGHAN (Worcestershire Group). Proposed by Lyn Maile, 
seconded by David Pollitt. Jan is also taking on the role of 
Conservation Coordinator, the post to be approved by Trustees at their 
next meeting. 
Stuart and Jan were elected unanimously. 

11. Vote of thanks to Officers and Trustees standing down at this AGM 
Ruth Baumberg is standing down as Trustee and Vice Chairman. 
Unfortunately Ruth was not present at the meeting having fallen and 
dislocated her shoulder. 
Elaine Lofthouse is standing down as Trustee and Hon. Secretary 
after four years. 
The chairman said that this postholder is a crucial member of the 
senior management team of Officers who effectively run the Society 
and are held to account by the Trustees. Elaine has supported three 
Chairmen in her four years – perhaps the most challenging part of the 
role – and was sure that John Dilks and Vivienne McGhee were as 
grateful to her as she has been for Elaine’s knowledge and wisdom.  
Diana Bellerby, Helen Boothman and Sue Catchpole are standing 
down as Trustees after four years. Sue Catchpole will continue her 
role as Secretary of the Publications Subcommittee. 
The Chairman thanked two postholders who have also stood  down: 
Helen Mount has acted as Coordinator of the Conservation Scheme 
for four and a half years and has done a lot of work to update the 
scheme and focus it on plants of undoubted merit. 
After working for 7 years on developing and maintaining a bespoke 
website for the Society, Cliff Powlesland stood down last summer.  
The Chairman thanked Cliff for his dedication to this often thankless 
task. The website is an important resource and over the years, the 
number of people accessing the HPS site has increased markedly.  
Tokens of the Society’s appreciation were given to Elaine, Helen 
and Cliff. 

12. Election of Independent Examiners of the Society’s accounts. 
HAINES WATTS, Worcester Ltd  Proposed by Ruth Plant, Seconded 
by Roy Stickland and elected unanimously. 

13. Student membership: Cathy Rollinson said that the Trustees had 
been working on a proposal to offer HPS membership at a reduced 
rate to students and the Trustees recommended the acceptance of a 
Student Membership scheme in principle subject to final approval and 
inclusion in the Constitution at the 2017 AGM. Members indicated that 
they were happy for work to continue on this initiative and a formal 
proposal would be brought to next year’s AGM. 

The formal business of the meeting was closed.  
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Open Forum. No issues for discussion had been received by the Hon 
Sec 
A general discussion followed including the following points: 

 Online payments through PayPal are now available making 
membership easier for those who prefer to pay online and this 
should encourage younger members such as students 

 Groups needed to come forward to run events such as the Autumn 
Weekend, Summer Gardens Day and other events 

 Postholders will have the ability to update the new website in their 
areas of responsibility. 

 Noted that Society leaflets are available from the office. 

 School-age child memberships are not being progressed at 
present but school and college corporate memberships are 
possibilities to be considered. 

 Social media: the Society now has Facebook and Twitter 
accounts, as do many Groups; seen as valuable communication 
tools. 

 Seed Distribution: germination information would be helpful; 
Pauline Cooper is developing this, and mentioned the descriptive 
data base on the website. 

 Any publicity is appreciated; the BBC is especially valuable, 
although it was recognised that editorial policy did not always 
permit naming of the Society. 

Elaine Lofthouse, Hon. Secretary 
 

Correction to information on Troy Scott Smith in Issue 165 from John 
Humphris: 
When Troy Smith became head gardener at Sissinghurst Castle Garden in 
May 2013, it was widely reported that he was the first man to ever hold the 
title. In fact, he is the third. Another head gardener who deserves just as 
much recognition is Jack Vass. Jack was Vita’s first head gardener and 
was there for 17 years, appointed just before the Second World War and 
served the whole of his time in charge working with Vita Sackville West. 
More information on the fascinating life of Jack Vass can be found at 
https://sissinghurstcastle.wordpress.com/2014/11/13/jack-vass-the-forgotten-
head-gardener-part-1/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sissinghurstcastle.wordpress.com/2014/11/13/jack-vass-the-forgotten-head-gardener-part-1/
https://sissinghurstcastle.wordpress.com/2014/11/13/jack-vass-the-forgotten-head-gardener-part-1/
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HPS Accounts for the Year Ended 
31st December 2015 
Statement of Financial Activities 

      
      

2015 
 

2014 

   
Note Unrestricted Designated Total Funds 

Total 
Funds 

    
Funds Funds 

  
  

    
£ £ £ 

 
  

Incoming Resources 
      

  

        
  

Incoming resources from generated funds: 
     

  

 
Voluntary income 2 103,049 

 
103,049 

 
106,807 

 
Activities for generating funds 3 10,849 

 
10,849 

 
7,295 

 
Investment income 

 
3,379 3,520 6,899 

 
23,824 

Incoming resources from charitable activities 4 10,047 
 

10,047 
 

9,182 

Other incoming resources 5 0 
 

0 
 

2,850 

        
  

 
Total Incoming Resources 

 
127,324 3,520 130,844 

 
149,958 

        
  

Resources Expended 
     

  

        
  

Costs of generating funds: 
     

  

 
Costs of generating voluntary income 6 43,574 

 
43,574 

 
44,853 

 
Fundraising trading costs 7 31,180 

 
31,180 

 
32,944 

Charitable activities 
 

8 24,393 
 

24,393 
 

18,666 

Governance costs 
 

9 4,888 
 

4,888 
 

3,002 

Other resources expended 10 724 
 

724 
 

1,190 

 
Bursary 
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1,962 1,962 

 
2,086 

        
  

 
Total Resources Expended 

 
104,759 1,962 106,721 

 
102,741 

        
  

 
Net incoming/outgoing resources 

 
22,565 1,558 24,123 

 
47,217 

        
  

Reconciliation of funds 
     

  

        
  

 

Total funds brought forward 
01.01.2015 

 
202,387 211,300 413,687 

 
366,470 

        
  

 
Total funds carried forward 31.12.15 

 
224,952 212,858 437,810 

 
413,687 
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Hardy Plant Society 

        
Accounts for the Year Ended 31st December 2015 

      

          
Balance sheet 

   
2015 

 
    2014 

  
Note 

  
£ 

 
  

 
£ 

Fixed assets 13 
  

2,167 
 

  
 

5,000 

       
  

 
  

Current assets 
     

  
 

  

 
Bank Balances 

 
106,814 

   
196,005 

 
  

 
Investments at cost 14 351,839 

   
244,777 

 
  

 
Debtors & prepayments 15 8,569 

   
7,378 

 
  

 
Stock (booklets) 

 
991 468,213 

  
1,015 449,175   

       
  

 
  

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year 
   

  
 

  

  
16 

 
-32,570 

  
  -40,488   

       
  

 
  

Net current assets 
   

435,643 
 

  
 

408,687 

       
  

 
  

       
  

 
  

Total assets less current liabilities 
  

437,810 
 

  
 

413,687 

       
  

 
  

       
  

 
  

Financed by: 
     

  
 

  

General fund 17 
  

224,952 
 

  
 

202,387 

       
  

 
  

Bursary fund and bequest 17 
  

212,858 
 

  
 

211,300 

       
  

 
  

     
437,810 

 
  

 
413,687 

       
      

The accounts were approved by the Trustees on 8th March 2015 
     

Cathy Rollinson 
   

John McGhee 
  

Chairman 

   

Treasurer 
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CAN YOU HELP OUR SOCIETY? 
Join the team and ensure our future! 

Cornucopia Editor 
Tony Bays has edited the very popular magazine Cornucopia for eight 
years and has now decided to retire from this post. We are therefore 
seeking a replacement.  
Most local and specialist Groups produce regular newsletters for their 
members, but if you’re not a member, you miss out on a wealth of 
interesting articles. Cornucopia brings together some of these pieces and 
offers them to a wider audience. 
The editor receives copies of the printed newsletters and, as more Groups 
produce their newsletters digitally, is able to access these on-line, so a 
computer and reliable internet access is essential. The editor’s role is to 
select a range of articles which, when put together, make a “good read”. 
The magazine is published twice a year and nearly 600 members have 
subscriptions. Other copies are sold by the office and by local Groups. 
Currently articles from Cornucopia are made available on the website two 
years after publication. As more people now access information online, we 
would be interested to hear from prospective editors how they might 
develop Cornucopia to meet the needs of both types of readers: those who 
prefer the conventional printed magazine and those who are comfortable 
with digital publications. 
Tony is happy to talk to anyone who is interested in knowing more about 
this post and will work with the new Post Holder if required in the initial 
stages. 
 

Horticultural Advisor 
Judy Harry, our present Horticultural Advisor, has expressed a desire to 
retire from this post, and we are therefore seeking a replacement. This not- 
too-onerous voluntary post offers a most enjoyable and satisfying way to 
play an active part in the HPS. Queries are received via the Society 
website from both members and non-members and it is therefore an 
important means of widening our contact with the gardening public. 
A computer and reliable internet access are essential, as is a desire to 
encourage other gardeners. A good basic knowledge of gardening is 
helpful, which can be backed up with information from knowledgeable 
horticultural contacts and research. The flow of queries is spasmodic, but 
should require no more than an hour or two a week of your time. 
This post is an ideal way for someone who cannot always get to events or 
meetings to play an active part in the Society. Please contact Judy Harry if 
you would like to know more. 

Contact details for both Tony and Judy are in the Contact 
Information section on page 27. 
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OFFICEHOLDERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 2016/2017 

President             Vice-Presidents 

Roy Lancaster Dilys Davies, Tony Lord, Brian Mitchell, 
Gwladys Tonge 

 
 
Trustees 

Cathy Rollinson, Chairman (Southern Counties)   
John McGhee, Hon. Treasurer (Worcestershire) 
Ruth Plant, Vice Chairman (Staffordshire) 
Derek Cooper, Hon. Secretary (Shropshire)  
John Dyson (Rutland)    Trevor Holmes (Staffordshire) 
Sharin Ingleby (North East)  Sue Jackman (Essex)  
Keith Scott (East Yorkshire)  Stuart Senior (Devon)  
Roy Stickland (Somerset)   Jan Vaughan (Worcestershire) 
 
Publications Subcommittee 

Tony Bays (Cornucopia Editor)  Susan Catchpole (Managing Sec.) 
Brian Hackett (Photo Librarian)  Lynne Hackett (Newsletter Editor) 
Jennifer Harmer (Historian)  Pam Ratcliffe (Journal Editor)
   
Conservation Scheme    Kenneth Black Bursary Fund 
Coordinator    Coordinator  

Jan Vaughan    Trevor Holmes 

 
Groups Coordinator   Seed Distribution Manager 
Ruth Plant    Pauline Cooper 
 

Horticultural Advisor 
Judy Harry 
 

Web Team   
Colin Doughty (Webmaster)  Sharin Ingleby (Facebook) 
John Dyson (Website Content Coordinator) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS AND SHOWS FOR 2016 
Date Event HPS Group 

20-24 July RHS Tatton Park Flower Show Cheshire & 
Friends 

30 July Ranunculaceae AGM, Hesketh Bank, Preston Ranunculaceae 

18-21 Aug Southport Flower Show North West 

10 Sept Usk Show Monmouthshire 

16-18 
Sept 

Harrogate Autumn Show West Yorkshire 

18 Sept Plant Sale, Sheffield Botanic Gardens South Pennine  
24 Sept Autumn Plant Fair, Forde Abbey Somerset 

24-26 Sept RHS Malvern Autumn Show Worcestershire 

8 Oct Three Go Wild Lecture Day, Romsey, Hants Hampshire 

14 Oct  Plant Auction, Leeds West Yorkshire 

22 Oct Glory of the Garden Autumn Day Conference, 
Lincolnshire 

Lincolnshire 

28-29 Oct RHS London Shades of Autumn Show  

17-18 Dec RHS London Christmas Show  

 
NB  HPS Meetings: Trustees –18 October; Publications – 4 Oct ;  
Group Secretaries -1 Oct; Conservation Scheme – 15 Oct 

Ruth Plant, Groups Co-ordinator 
 

 
HARDY PLANT SOCIETY RANUNCULACEAE GROUP ANNUAL 

LECTURE DAY 
Saturday 30 July 2016 

Dr Mary Toomey speaking on Small Flowered Clematis for all Seasons 
at the Hesketh with Becconsall Community Centre, Hesketh Bank, nr Preston, 

Lancashire PR4 6SR 
and in the afternoon a guided tour by Richard Hodson of Hawthornes Nursery, 

Marsh Road, Hesketh Bank, nr Preston, Lancashire PR4 6XT. 
 

There is no AGM at this meeting, so voting will be by postal ballot; information 
will be in the Groups newsletter.  
 
Following registration there will be time to meet up with friends over coffee and 
to buy plants. Sue Lander, our Chairman, will then give a short update of 
recent happenings in our group, followed by the Treasurer, Vivienne McGhee, 

bringing us up to date with our finances. 
 
Dr Mary Toomey, whose knowledge of clematis is world renowned, has very 
kindly agreed to speak to us on Small Flowered Clematis for all Seasons. This, 
as many of you know, will be delivered full of enthusiasm and passion for her 
love of the genus. 
 
In the afternoon we will be given a guided tour of Richard Hodson’s 
Hawthornes Nursery. This is a specialist working nursery and Richard will have 
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great pleasure in showing us, not only his collection of Clematis viticella but 

also his many species clematis. His garden has over 200 clematis, as well as 
old-fashioned roses and perennials. 
 
This is not a day to be missed:  to book a place please see www.hardy-
plant.org.uk/ranunculaceae/ or the next HPS Ranunculaceae newsletter or you 
can request a booking form by emailing Sue Hough on 
susanahough@gmail.com or telephone 01420 562039. 

 
THE LINCOLNSHIRE GROUP AUTUMN DAY CONFERENCE 

Saturday 22 October 2016, 9.45am to 4pm 
(doors open 9.30) 

 
The Glory of the 

Garden 
 William Farr School 

Lincoln Road 
WELTON 

Lincolnshire LN2 3JB 
 

Jaime Blake - Bressingham Dell Garden 
The Weeding of the 5000 with 2 Hoes & 5 Wishes 

 
Andrew Humphris - Wollerton Old Hall 

Ultimate Garden Plants 
 

Dr John Grimshaw - Yorkshire Arboretum 
The Next Level: Trees & Shrubs in the Garden 

  
Heather Russell - Bolam Cottage Garden 

My Dream Garden 
 

After the second speaker, pre-ordered lunches will be available OR you 
may provide your own 

There are a few tickets left but they must be purchased in advance, 

available from 
Dee Nash 01427 628826 or Diane Puncheon 01477 800008 

or check our website www.hpslincolnshire.btck.co.uk under notices 
 

Lincolnshire Group HARDY PLANT SOCIETY  Members £10  
 

All Other HARDY PLANT SOCIETY  Members £20 
 
 
 

 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
http://www.hpslincolnshire.btck.co.uk/
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Hampshire Group Lecture Day  

THREE GO WILD 
with  

Roy Lancaster, Keith Wiley and Kevin Hughes 

Saturday 8 October 2016 from 9.15 to 16.30 
The Lantern Theatre, Mountbatten School, Whitenap Lane, 

Romsey, Hampshire SO51 5SY 
 

Roy Lancaster OBE, VMH, FI Hort FLS  Hardy Plant Society President whose 
talk, Return to the Mother of Gardens, will take you on a journey in the 

footsteps of Forrest, Kingdon-Ward and Wilson to name a few. Roy will discuss 
and show you the many varied and interesting plants he saw on his recent trips 
to China.  
Roy was the first Curator of The Hillier Arboretum, (now the Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens); and has been a member of the RHS for over 40 years. His interest in 
plants stems back to his teens and was fuelled by visits to wild places like 
Malaysia and Nepal. Nothing gives him more pleasure than to pass on his vast 
amount of plant knowledge and experiences to young and old alike. 
Keith Wiley of Wildside Nursery, Devon –will be giving us a South African 
Floral Treasure looking in depth at the vast range of plants growing there and 

how we can use them in our gardens. Keith was head gardener/manager at 
The Garden House, Dartmoor from 1978 – 2003. In 2004 he and wife Ros, 
relocated and created Wildside Nursery and Garden. Keith allows his plants to 
thrive much as they would in their natural habitat. His inspirational planting 
themes come from sights he has seen around the world. 
Kevin Hughes of Kevin Hughes Plants, nr Salisbury – Kevin’s talk will abound 
with enthusiasm when he takes you on an Exploration into the North American 
Wilderness. He will open your eyes to the habitats of plants and wildlife that for 

over 15 years, he has seen on his plant seeking trips, although he abhors the 
strip mining of plants in the wild for commercial use. Kevin runs a successful 
nursery at Heale House Garden; he has built up an amazing variety of trees, 
shrubs and herbaceous plants, many not readily available in the trade. In 2004 
he set up his own nursery Kevin Hughes Plants, where he uses zero amounts 

of pesticides.  
 
Cost is £20 & includes tea/coffee throughout the day.  
Please note lunch is not provided. 

Priority was given to Hampshire Group members up to Saturday 9 April 2016; it 
is now  open to all HPS members.  
 
Nurseries selling plants: Wildside Nursery, Kevin Hughes Plants and Marina 

Christopher of Phoenix Plants 
For a booking form, please contact: Sue Hough, Old Rose Cottage,  
87 Blackberry Lane, Four Marks, GU34 5DG or go to the HPS Website.  
 Tel: 01420 562039   email: susanahough@gmail.com 

 
 

 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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PRIMROSE DAY - ADVANCE NOTICE 
The Western Counties Group would like to invite you to join them for a 
Primrose Day on the 1 April 2017 at Chaddesley Corbett Village Hall, 
Worcestershire. The day will comprise of talks by Caroline Stone and 
Penny Jones, both National Collection Holders. There will be opportunities 
to buy plants from them as well as a members' plant stall. After lunch Olive 
Mason invites us to visit her garden at Dial Park which is just a 5 minute 
walk away. The talks will commence at 10.15, with plants sales from 9.15, 
and we anticipate ending the day's events at 4.00. The cost of tickets is 
£12 for HPS members and £15 for non-members.  Booking details will 
be available in the next Newsletter and on the HPS website from 1 
November 2016. 
 
 
 

West Yorkshire Group Biennial Conference 

 
The Magic of Plants 

Once again the West Yorkshire Group will be hosting their biennial 
conference to be held on 

Saturday 6 May 2017 
 

To be held at our new venue 
Leeds Beckett University  

(Headingley Campus) 
Leeds LS16 5LF 

 
Come along and hear: 

                                        Bunny Guinness 

                                        Troy Scott Smith 

                                        Val Bourne 

                                        Marina Christopher 

Nurseries in attendance will include: 
Phoenix Plants, Green End Farm Plants, Ridgefield Nursery plus our own 
Members’ Plant stand 
 

Tickets: £25 
For more information, or to buy tickets, contact: 

Vicky Harris, Conference Organiser 
email: vickyharris1951@gmail.com 

Phone: 07852 163733 
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PULMONARIA DAY 2017 
To celebrate the 25

th
 Anniversary of the HPS Pulmonaria Group, we will be 

meeting on 16 April 2017 in Norwell village hall, near Newark in 
Nottinghamshire. The programme will follow the usual format, AGM and 
talks in the morning and a visit to Dr Andrew Ward at Norwell Nursery in 
the afternoon. Andrew has quite a large collection of Pulmonarias, with 
many shown off beautifully in a small wooded area on the Nursery. Non 
members will be very welcome to attend. More details will be on the 
website as soon as available and also in the HPS and Pulmonaria Groups 
Autumn Newsletters. 

 
PLANT FAIR AT FORDE ABBEY  

Saturday 24 September 2016  
10.00 am to 4.00 pm 

The entry price of £5.00 will include entry to the gardens. A similar 
collaboration in the early spring with East Lambrook Manor is now in its 5th 
year and we hope that the new arrangement with Forde Abbey will similarly 

become a sought-after annual fixture. 
Many of our favourite nurseries will be there along with some exciting new 

ones. www.hardy-plant.org.uk/somerset/programme.php 

Roy Stickland 
  

PASSIONATE ABOUT PLANTS REPORT 
presented by the Middlesex Group on 9 April 2016 

Haydon School, Pinner, Middlesex 
 
Take three media celebrities from the world of horticulture plus five 
specialist plant nurseries, then add stalls ranging from vintage gardenalia to 
multifunctional cultivators, from award winning seeds to bee keepers with 
honey – the mix was irresistible!  Yes, it was our 7

th
 Passionate About 

Plants. 
The tickets had sold out 
before the end of 
February and the stage 
was set for a fantastic day 
of gardening indulgence.  
Members and guests 
came from all over the 
country, many making a 
weekend of it, enjoying 
the special rate 
negotiated by the 
Middlesex Group at the 
historic Grim’s Dyke 
Hotel, once home to Sir 
William Gilbert of the 
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famed Gilbert & Sullivan partnership.  
The day began wet and cold, but people soon started to arrive with sunny 
smiles in anticipation of the day ahead.  
Diarmuid Gavin entertained us from the start – lots of laughter - sharing 
with us what first made him want to design and his wish to bring humour 
and irony into his gardens. After hearing about his plans for his 2016 
Chelsea garden based around the local Pinner legend, Heath Robinson, 
we know that his sense of mischief is alive and well.   
Helen Dillon then took the stage, combining her wonderful plant 
knowledge with wit and humour, to describe over forty years’ experience 
evolving her Dublin garden – one of the must-see gardens in Ireland. Helen 
is also involved with Diarmuid’s Chelsea project, giving talks throughout 
Chelsea week at Harrods, the garden’s sponsor. Helen has to be one of the 
most brilliant gardeners of our time. 
After lunch Joe Swift joined us for a really lively hour about his 15 years of 
TV gardening presenting with Alan Titchmarsh and his experiences as a 
Chelsea Gold medal winner. From seeing Joe as a regular Gardeners’ 
World presenter we felt we came to know the person on our screens that 
little bit better and the stories from his pre-famous days made us all laugh. 
Time to go home after a really good day. Some of us even won a raffle 
prize.  Lots to think about, chat about, plants to plant, seeds to sow, honey 
to spread on toast.   

Monica Gerhold 
Chair – Middlesex Group 

 

MALVERN SPRING FESTIVAL 
Malvern Spring Festival took place at the Three 
Counties Showground between Thursday 5 May 
& Sunday 8 May 2016. The display was a 
courtyard garden designed to feature plants 
belonging to the family Ranunculaceae, one of 
the Special Interest Groups within the Hardy 
Plant Society. It was well received by the many 
visitors to the stand for which the Group received 
a Silver Medal. Over the four day show we signed 
up ten new members.  

John McGhee  

 
HARDY GERANIUM GROUP REPORT – 

Saturday 11 June 2016 
A rainy morning greeted us as we arrived at 
Powick Parish Hall, near Worcester, for the Geranium Study Day. But this 
did not deter the arrival of a good turnout of members, several of whom had 
generously brought a good supply of plants. These plants, together with 
crates of delectables from Bob Brown, resulted in a busy and successful 
sales table. 

Holding off the tent- 

flooding thunderstorm at 

Malvern! 
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After a warm welcome the AGM concluded quickly and was followed by 
Bob Brown giving us a fascinating and thought-provoking talk on 
Geraniums- Restraint and Discrimination. Unsurprisingly, not everyone 
agreed that G. x oxonianum Thurstonianum has the most deformed flower 
but we did concur that 'Bill Wallis' is weedy even though its clambering 
habit does have its uses in some gardens. It was interesting to have the 
opportunity to discuss so many plants and their growing habits, such as 
how the flowers of G. Pratense Summer Skies tend to ball in damp 
conditions - and to learn that, even though G. pratense is mildew prone, the 
variegation on the outside of a leaf will naturally produce less sugar, thus 
making it less susceptible. Bob reliably informed us that Black Beauty 
seems to be unaffected. 
After lunch in the hall, and feeling much refreshed, we then made our way 
to Margaret's garden at Callow End. 
A burgeoning table of plants occupied many of us as we arrived at the gate, 
before we found ourselves entering a true plantswoman's garden. The 
large number of hardy geraniums were a joy to see, especially as they 
formed part of the overall planting scheme. Despite the prevailing wet, it 
was a real treat to wander round the meandering pathway, cross over the 
bridge and simply enjoy such a colourful display of flowers intermingled so 
cleverly with shrubs and trees. Margaret was on hand to answer many 
questions and this, together with tea and cake, made this visit a really 
enjoyable part of such an interesting study day. 

Tricia Newton 
 

PHOTO LIBRARY 
This is the time of year to think about the HPS Annual Photographic 
Competition. Last year’s entries were of excellent quality, but the numbers 
were down on the previous year – maybe that was because of the 
indifferent summer we had. It would be great to see a bumper crop of 
entries this year – what the judges are looking for are well composed 
pictures which do justice to the subject. It’s easy to enter – you can just 
email pictures to me as described below. Even if your pictures don’t win, 
they will be added to the image library on the HPS website. 
As in previous years there will be three categories: 

1. Individual hardy perennial – whole plant or close-up. 

2. Plant grouping, border, garden view, HPS event. 

3. A picture by members’ children or grandchildren (16 or under) – a 

photo on any garden-related subject 

The closing date is 12 September 2016. A panel of judges will then decide 
upon the winners – results will be announced in the November issue. 
Prizes of £50, £30 and £20 will be awarded for the first three place winners 
in categories one and two, with gift vouchers for the children. 
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The prizes are funded from a legacy to the Society from Nancy, Lady 
Rowlinson. 
Please email your submissions to photocomp@hardy-plant.org.uk (you can 
use wetransfer, or send a DVD or memory stick, if you prefer). 

 

Rules 

 The competition is open to all HPS members, except professional 

photographers or relatives of the judging panel. 

 The member submitting the image should have taken the 

photograph, or in the case of category 3 be the 

parent/grandparent/guardian of the child who has taken the 

photograph. 

 Images taken of private gardens other than that of the entrant must 

have the permission of the owner before submission. Images 

containing identifiable people must have their permission before 

submission. 

 Images sent in on a CD/DVD or memory stick will only be returned 

if a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed. Please ensure that 

you keep a copy. 

 Images should be presented at high resolution in JPG/JPEG 

format. 

 Prints are not acceptable. 

 Entrants can submit up to three digital images per category 

(parents/grandparents up to three for each child), stating which 

category each image is to be judged in.  

 Please include:  

o the photographer’s name and address and HPS 

membership number 

o the plant name(s), location and date where appropriate. 

 Images may also be given a title. Please do not superimpose 

writing on the actual image. If you are using wetransfer please put 

the information in the message area, or email it separately if you 

prefer. 

 Images entered in last year’s competition cannot be resubmitted. 

 Minimal digital enhancement is acceptable, but alterations that 

change the authenticity of the image are not. 

 All photographs received may be added to the digital image library, 

and may be used by the Society in publications or promotions. 

 

mailto:photocomp@hardy-plant.org.uk
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If you prefer to send them on a memory stick, CD/DVD or SD card, my 
address is: 

24 Woodside 

Denby Dale 

Huddersfield 

HD8 8QX 

Even if you don’t want to enter the competition, please consider 
submitting digital images to the library - you can email, or wetransfer them 
to me at photos@hardy-plant.org.uk. Any images in the library are open for 
use by anyone, provided the Hardy Plant Society is credited wherever they 
are used – our aim is that the library should be a free resource which raises 
the profile of the Society. Therefore, please do not submit images if you 
wish to retain copyright on them. 
We are particularly keen to get pictures which relate to the Annual Seed 
Distribution. If you want to see which images are missing, you can now find 
a full list on the website: 
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/imagelibrary/wanted.php 
 

Brian Hackett 

photos@hardy-plant.org.uk 

 

CONSERVATION SCHEME 
This time last year I was shadowing Helen Mount, learning about the role 
of Conservation Scheme Coordinator and now here I am in post and 
looking forward to continuing with the business of conserving good garden 
cultivars grown and propagated by our local groups. The Scheme has had 
a complete overhaul and we may now have a reduced number of plants on 
the list, but with greater certainty that the plant has been correctly identified 
and its provenance known.  
We will of course be looking to add new plants that deserve to be more 
widely grown, and I would also like to be able to encourage more local and 
specialist groups and individual growers to participate in the Scheme. The 
commitment is far from onerous and most of us like to propagate plants to 
give away or contribute to plant sales. The aim is to try and re-introduce 
good, easy-to-grow, hardy plants to the nursery trade, but if that does not 
happen then at least more HPS members will be able to grow and enjoy 
them. 
The Slide Library has photographs of the plants in the Scheme, but digital 
technology improves all the time and some of our images do not show the 
plants to best advantage so I would encourage anyone who has a conservation 
plant to take pictures, when they look their best or are looking good in 
association with other plants, and send them to me or to the Photo Librarian. 

Jan Vaughan - Conservation Scheme Coordinator 
 

mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/imagelibrary/wanted.php
mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
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SEED DISTRIBUTION UPDATE 

I hope that everyone who sent for seed from our 2016 distribution is getting 
a good rate of germination. Don’t despair if some seed has not yet shown 
germination. There is still plenty of time. Remember that some seed is 
erratic to germinate and some may need another winter before germinating 
next spring. 
We had more new seed donors for our 2016 distribution. Many thanks to all 
of them and we hope that more will join us for the 2017 distribution. Nearly 
a quarter of seeds in the 2016 list were there for the first time, which was 
very good news for avid growers of the new and unusual. 
It is now time to start keeping an eye on our plants in order to collect seed 
as it ripens. 
Please note that this year we will not be able to list seed collected in the 
wild unless collected under licence or collected in the U.K. from the 
roadside, or with the landowner’s permission. Seed from plants growing in 
your garden originally from wild collected seed is, as always, very welcome. 
Collect seed in paper bags or envelopes, dry it, then remove as much of 
the chaff as possible. The seed section of the HPS website has more 
advice on collecting and cleaning seed. 
 
Please send the seed to the seed receivers as follows; 

 If the initial letter of your surname is from A to G, send your 

seed to Sue Bosson, Penylan, Penybontfawr, Nr Oswestry. SY10 

0EL. 

 If the initial letter of your surname is from H to N, send your 

seed to Dennis and Pam Seager, Bagend, Four Crosses, 

Llanymynech, Powys. SY22 6RP. 

 If the initial letter of your surname is from O to Z, send your 

seed to Joe and Wendy Sime, Park Cottage, Penley, Wrexham. 

LL13 0LS. 

If you require a supply of small manila envelopes to send your seed to 
your receiver in, please send a large letter stamp with a request to Sue, 
Dennis, or Joe depending on your surname’s initial letter, as set out above. 
Remember, that even a very small quantity is very welcome. 
Please help our seed receivers by listing your seed in alphabetical order, 
include your name and address, and e-mail address if you have one. If you 
can send your seed in batches, or singly, as soon as it is ready, this helps 
our seed receivers by  minimising the huge rush against the clock at the 
end of October, as we work to get the seed list ready for the printers. 
 
The last date for seed to be received for inclusion in the 2017 list is 31 
October 2016. 
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Thank you to everyone who ordered their seed online this year. Your 
comments on how you found the experience were very helpful. We hope all 
the clunks and glitches will be cleared for the next distribution. In the past 
our overseas members have been able to pay for seed with subscription 
renewal, before the seed list is published. Next year, please wait until the 
seed list is published and order your seed online, and include subscription 
renewal at the same time.  

Pauline Cooper  
Seed Distribution Coordinator 

 
 

 
THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY ON FACEBOOK 

 
Have you visited us on Facebook? 

 
The Society’s Facebook page is a great way for you to share your 
experiences of growing and looking at hardy plants, and to see what other 
people are doing. You do not need a Facebook account to look at the HPS 
page but you do need an account to post information onto the page. 
Local and specialist groups can get extra publicity for upcoming events 
by posting on the HPS Facebook page and we especially welcome photos 
of events, special plants and garden openings to share with our members 
and anyone with an interest in hardy plants who visits our page. To access 
the Hardy Plant Society’s Facebook page, go to 
www.facebook.com/hpshome or click on Find us on Facebook at the top of 
any page on the HPS website. 

Sharin Ingleby, Facebook  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/hpshome
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Fun at the AGM 

2016! 

West Yorkshire’s What is a Hardy 
Plant? at Harrogate Spring Flower 

Show won Silver Gilt 

Fun at the AGM! 
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  

These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your request to 
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 mm) self-
addressed envelope with the required number of loose 2nd class stamps: 

 1 for Bed and Breakfast 

 2 for Gardens Open 

 4 for Register of Lecturers 
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope. 

 
HPS Booklets – please use the order form in the newsletter. 
Back copies of The Hardy Plant – limited stock from 1957–1989 (black and 

white) @ £2.50; all issues from 1990–present (colour) @ £3.50; prices include 
p&p. Please email or telephone for an order form. 
 
Subscriptions  

Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription rates are 
£17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint 

membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members outside 
Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. Subscriptions 
should be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab 
Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Credit or debit card payments can be 

taken over the phone. To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your 
future subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building society. 

You can request a form from the Administrator, by email or post, or download it 
from the website (‘Join the HPS’ on the Home Page). 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership 
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours (Monday 
to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the answering 
machine: 01386 710317. 
 
Data Protection 
The Hardy Plant Society falls under the heading of a ‘not-for-profit’ organisation and 
so is exempt from having to register with the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner. However the Society does comply with the Data Protection 
Principles as set out in the Act. Any personal data you provide will be stored as 
paper and/or computer records by the Society and used for administrative purposes 
only. It will not be disclosed to anyone outside the Society without your permission. 
If you are concerned about the methods used to store your data, please contact the 
Honorary Secretary. 
 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership renewals 
should be addressed to the Administrator in office hours (Monday to Friday 9.00 am 
to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the answering machine: 01386 710317. 

 

Sally Broome, Administrator
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... 

... continued from page  

 

 
 
 
 

Beautiful garden of Anne Wood 

and Joyce Hickman 

Worcestershire’s exhibit at 

Malvern Spring Show 

won a Silver Award 
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM 
July 2016 
 
The following booklets are available; post free, to members by Mail Order. 
 

Quantity Title Cost Total 

 Geraniums                              COLOUR £5.50  

 Peonies                                      COLOUR  £5.50  

 Astilbe, Bergenia & Rodgersia   COLOUR £3.00  

 Epimediums                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Euphorbias                                 COLOUR £3.00  

 Hostas                                        COLOUR £3.00  

 Penstemons                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Grasses £2.50  

 Umbellifers £2.50  

 Campanulas                                     SALE £1.00  

 Heucheras                                        SALE £1.00  

 Total of order   

 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………..... 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………… Postcode ………………………. 
 
I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society 
Or Please debit my debit/credit card by the sum of £…....................  
(Minimum order £10) 
 
 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date   Security Code    

 
Name as printed on card ...……………………………………………. 
 
Signature …………………………………............Date………………. 

 
Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 
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Hardy Geranium Day,  

Worcestershire 

 

 
 

 

ACER AT HOWICK 

Sue and Roy Lancaster 

enjoy the plant exhibit at 

the AGM. March 2016 

Streamside at RHS 

Harlow Carr, North 

Yorkshire 


