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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
As I write this, at the beginning of October, it’s a lovely sunny day and the 
garden is full of colour from the Michaelmas daisies (will I ever be able to 
remember to call them Symphyotrichum or even write it without checking 
the spelling?), but there’s definitely a nip in the air and a feeling that 
autumn is on its way.  By the time you read this Newsletter, the clocks will 
have been put back and days will be much shorter and our gardening will 
change. 

 
Although I find it depressing to look forward to this darker time of year, one 
thing that cheers me up is the thought of the range of speakers we shall be 
hearing at the various Group meetings through the winter months.  The 
lecture season for me has started with a bang – last week I joined the 
Essex Group to celebrate their 35

th
 anniversary.  They organised a 

splendid day with two speakers, Colin Moat of the Kent Group and 
Timothy Walker, and we were also treated to a sumptuous buffet lunch 
and lots of cake.  Yesterday, at the Hampshire Group’s Lecture Day 
Three go Wild we enjoyed inspiring talks by three of our pre-eminent plant 
explorers, our President Roy Lancaster, Kevin Hughes and Keith Wiley. 
 
The Society has a bright new website, which is full of useful information 
and presents a modern and lively image of the HPS.  I am grateful to 
everyone who has worked to get the site up and running and particularly to 
Colin Doughty, John Dyson and Brian Hackett. 

 
This year’s photographic competition has been judged.  Yet again, there 
were some stunning entries and the judges had a hard time making their 
decisions.  Well done to the winners and thank you to everyone who 
supported the competition.  The winning entries are on the website and all 
entries will be added to the image library, which is such a useful resource.   
 
My appeal for volunteers in the last Newsletter was remarkably successful 
and I am delighted to report that we have filled a number of posts.  Emma 
Reece has taken over from Judy Harry as Horticultural Advisor and is 
already fielding enquiries.  Tony Bays has handed the editorship of 
Cornucopia over to Marion Jay and her first issue will be published in the 
spring.  Thank you to both Judy and Tony for your work over the years and 
for helping the new Postholders get to grips with their roles. 
 
We have combined two posts to make one role of Shows and Events 
Coordinator and I’m pleased that it will be shared by Sue Lander and Julie 
Harvey.  We have had nobody carrying out these roles for several years 
and Groups have missed the support they need when undertaking to put 
something on.  Now that Sue and Julie are in post they will be encouraging 
Groups to volunteer to organise events.  Whenever I talk to members they 
say how much they enjoy getting together with others from around the 
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country to share their love of plants and gardens and I would certainly hope 
that the Autumn Weekend organised last year by the North East Group 
last year will not be the last one.  Sue and Julie would love to hear from 
Groups who would like to invite members to an event in their part of the 
country.  Welcome to all the new Postholders and I hope you will enjoy 
your new roles and getting more involved with the Society. 
 
Flushed with success at filling these posts, I’m now looking for some more 
volunteers.  Every year, some of the Trustees reach the end of their term 
of office and stand down, so we shall be looking for others to take their 
place.  Derek Cooper volunteered to fill the vacant position of Honorary 
Secretary for a year and we are now looking for someone to take over from 
him from next spring.  There are more details later in the Newsletter and 
either Derek or I will be happy to answer questions.  It’s also not too soon 
to be thinking about who is going to become Chairman when I come to the 
end of my term in March 2018. 
 
We do still need help with marketing and publicity.  Although it would be 
ideal to find someone with all the skills that are listed in the vacancies 
section of the website, if someone would offer to do any of the tasks, that 
would be very welcome and would ease the load.  We are also looking for a 
skilled editor to take on the role of producing the new additions to our 
series of booklets.  The booklets are an important part of the way in which 
we advance the knowledge of and foster public interest in hardy plants.  
Some of the booklets are revised editions of booklets published over the 
years, while others are on completely new topics.  Please contact me if you 
would like to know more, or look at the details on the website. 
 
Now here’s something for you to think about on those long winter evenings.   
I’d like you to let me know which gardens you think are the best for hardy 
perennials.  Send me your suggestions before Christmas and we will 
produce a list of our members’ favourite gardens which showcase hardy 
herbaceous plants.  The gardens can be big or small, public or private, but 
they must be open to the public to visit and we’d like a good spread across 
the country. 
 
As Christmas approaches and you are scratching your head worrying about 
what to give to a friend, why not buy a Hardy Plant Society gift 
membership via the website or the office.  The enjoyment we all get from 
membership is too good a secret to keep to ourselves!   

Cathy Rollinson, Chairman 
 

 
 
 
 



 

5 

 

VACANCY OF HON. SECRETARY OF THE SOCIETY 
Most members will recall that we were unable to proceed with the election 
of a new Hon. Sec. at our last AGM. As this is a vital post for the Society I 
agreed to take this on as Acting Hon. Sec. because I had previously held 
the post for 5 years prior to Elaine (our last Hon. Sec.). This arrangement 
will come to an end at the next AGM which is in March 2017 and we need 
someone to take over following this meeting. 
 
The job of Hon. Sec. is extremely interesting as it potentially takes one into 
any of our various activities as well as looking after the committee side of 
things. There is scope for playing a part in the development of the Society 
as we seek to do some new things as well as doing some old things in new 
ways! The post does not demand extensive knowledge of horticulture but 
some experience of committees & organisations would be useful. 
 
Either Cathy our Chairman, or myself as current Hon. Sec. would be 
delighted to hear from anyone interested in talking further about the job. 

                                Derek Cooper,   Acting Honorary Secretary 
 
 

NOTICE OF THE 60
th

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
We hereby give notice that the 60

th
 Annual General Meeting of the Hardy 

Plant Society  
will be held at 1.30pm on Saturday 25 March 2017 at 

 Easton & Otley College, Easton College Campus, Bawburgh Road, 
Easton, Norwich NR9  5DX 

 
Nominations are invited for three Trustees and for all of the Officers 
of the Society. The normal term of office for Trustees is four years; the 
Officers of the Society (the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Treasurer 
and Honorary Secretary) are elected annually and become ex officio 
Trustees. 
 
Nominations may be made by email, or alternatively by traditional 
nomination forms which can be obtained from the Administrator. The 
proposer must ensure that their nomination includes the names of the 
nominee, the proposer, and the seconder; the proposal must also include a 
statement which confirms the willingness of the nominee to stand. A brief 
statement of relevant experience of the nominee should also be included. 
This may include such things as committee/organisation & business 
experience as well as garden & horticultural experience. 
 
The Agenda for the AGM, including nominations will be published in the 
February edition of the Society’s Newsletter. Nominations must be 
received by the Hon. Secretary, Derek Cooper, no later than 31 
December 2016. 
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In the event of any position being contested, ballot papers will accompany 
the February Newsletter and the ballot will be entirely by post with all votes 
to reach the Administrator by close of business on Friday 10 March 2017.  

Derek Cooper,   Acting Honorary Secretary 
  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY, HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY AND 

AGM,  
Saturday 25 March 2017 

 – Please come and celebrate – we will be eating cake! 
Hosted by the Norfolk and Suffolk Group of the Hardy Plant Society, 

we invite members to CELEBRATE 60 YEARS of the HPS at 
Easton and Otley College, Bawburgh Road, Easton, Norfolk, NR9 5DX. 
 
What comes to mind when you think of Norfolk? Colman’s Mustard, 
Bernard Matthews’ turkeys, Peter Beales’ roses or the Norfolk Broads? 
 
Norwich was once the largest British city after London, home to the highest 
number of mediaeval churches in Britain and one of the most densely 
populated areas listed in the Domesday Book. The point is, there is much 
to tempt people to this part of the world.  Nonetheless, would it surprise 
hardy planters to hear that Norfolk was the home to the founding Chairman 
of the Hardy Plant Society - Alan Bloom, and Bressingham Gardens was 
the first official HPS garden visit in 1957?  
 
Our guest speakers are Matthew Biggs ‘The People’s Gardener’ and 
Norfolk celebrity Alan Gray of East Ruston Old Vicarage.  There will be 
plant nurseries, and plants from N&S HPS gardens and some very special 
heritage plants introduced by Alan Bloom; sundries at must-have prices, 
plus books and publications. All of this fitted into a day of celebrations – 
and yes, we will be having a special anniversary cake. 
 
Attendance is expected to cost around £22 – this will include a hot 
midday meal option - all set within the rural charm of this mainly agrarian 
and horticultural college, situated minutes from Norwich just off the A47. 
Further information, including a detailed menu and booking details will 
follow in the February newsletter and on the HPS website www.hardy-
plant.org.uk 
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MEET OUR 5 NEW POSTHOLDERS … 

Emma Reece, our new Horticultural Advisor, has been a member of the 
Sussex Group since 2002.  She is currently a Horticultural Lecturer at 
Chichester College-her previous roles have been at Wakehurst Place and 
the Chelsea Physic Garden.   Emma’s interests are growing Echeveria, 
gardening, ballet and observing the wildlife in her pond at home in Burgess 
Hill.  

 

My name is Marion Jay and I am taking the reins from Tony Bays as the 
new editor of Cornucopia, the biannual magazine featuring the best 
articles from HPS local group newsletters.  Having recently moved to the 
Quantock Hills in Somerset, I am retiring as editor of the Hertfordshire 
Group Newsletter - a role I have enjoyed for four years - and I’m looking 
forward to the new challenges Cornucopia will bring.   
 
In my spare time I am an Assistant County Organiser for the NGS, 
previously in Hertfordshire and now in Somerset.  My husband, Bill 
Hodgson, and I opened our steep, dry garden in Welwyn Garden City for 
the NGS over a number of years.  I am an inveterate propagator of plants 
and am at my happiest taking cuttings, potting up seedlings and nurturing 
new shoots.  
 
I am also getting to grips with digital photography, rekindling an interest 
which originated at art college many years ago.  I find plants provide the 
perfect subject matter - they are aesthetically fascinating and don’t grumble 
about having their photograph taken, unlike my friends and relations.  I 
enjoy creating linocut relief prints, mainly for Christmas cards, and I’m a bit 
of a cryptic crossword fiend, too. 
 
I hope to continue Tony’s good work on Cornucopia, bringing a wide variety 
of interesting articles to subscribers.  I am keen to bring full colour to the 
magazine within the next year, and will be endeavouring to expand 
Cornucopia’s reach into social media (wish me luck with that one!).   

 

Sue Lander and Julie Harvey are sharing the role of Shows and 
Events Co-ordination, with Sue as Lead.  Sue is currently Chairman of 
the Ranunculaceae Group and is involved  with the Shade and Woodland 
and Essex Groups.  She was Plant Heritage (Essex Group) Chairman, 
Collections Co-ordinator and Events Organiser for a number of years and 
was involved in the Essex Group Chelsea display in 2005.  She is a 
member of many horticultural groups and gardens in dry East Anglia. 
Julie joined the Southern Counties Group in 2013 and although a relative 
newcomer to gardening, she has experience of organising events and 
AGMs, including bringing a show garden to the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 
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Both are enjoying picking up the reins of this role after a long gap and they 
are already looking ahead to the 2018 AGM and HPS exhibit at RHS 
Chelsea. Could this be the year for your Group to take its turn to step into 
the limelight? They’d love to hear from you if you’d like an informal and 
non-committal chat about what’s involved.  Their contact details are on 
page 27. 

 

Stuart Senior is our new Treasurer. In my biography that appeared in the 
Newsletter just before the AGM when I was a trustee candidate, I indicated 
that my interests were at the woody end of the hardy plant spectrum and as 
a consequence my planting over recent years have been primarily 
ornamental and edible trees and shrubs. The one exception has been my 
participation in The Great British Elm Experiment. Cuttings taken from 
mature trees from across the UK that appear to have resisted Dutch elm 
disease for over 60 years have been skilfully micro propagated. The 
resulting native saplings have been distributed to thousands of schools, 
community groups, local authorities and private landowners: I have three 
Ulmus minor, the Field Elm, and a single U. × hollandica, the naturally 
occurring hybrid of U. glabra and U. minor 
also known as the Huntingdon Elm. The 
picture, taken in September this year, 
shows me, my 2m ‘yardstick’ and my 
three U. minor with the most vigorous 
tree behind me. This is a clone of an elm 
in Keyston in Cambridgeshire. It was 
planted six years ago as a sapling 62cm 
high. It now has a girth of 46cm. To the 
right is a specimen from Mellis in Suffolk 
and to the left is my latest one from Coln 
Park in Gloucestershire which was 
planted in March last year as a 100cm 
sapling. So far, so good but they are 
reaching a size when regenerated elms 
in the hedgerows of Somerset succumb 
to the deadly disease: so fingers crossed! 
Do have a look at the website http://www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/elm 
and find elm trees near you: you’ll find mine near Taunton. Better still, get 
out there and plant one! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.conservationfoundation.co.uk/elm


 

9 

 

WHY VOLUNTEER? 
Imagine for a few moments not having a Hardy Plant Society.  Now I’m sure 
that this won’t happen, but imagine if it did.  It would be pretty dismal to say the 
least.  The impact would be huge, not just for ourselves but I believe for 
horticulture as a whole,  It supports our needs as plantspeople but also, through 
its members, supports the small independent nurseries, plant fairs, speakers, 
shows and events, - one could go on and on.  Taking on a new challenge can 
be daunting but I strongly believe that you get far more out than you put in.  
Learning new skills, meeting new people, making lifelong friends, talking plants. 
If you put that into a job description you wouldn’t fail to have interest! 
So give it a thought, maybe just volunteer at your local Group – you could be 
freeing someone up who would like to volunteer for National.  We need your 
help and support. 

Sue Lander 
 

                                                                                                          
HPS DIAMOND JUBILEE OPEN GARDENS 

To celebrate the Hardy Plant Society’s 60th anniversary in 2017, we are 
looking for members who would be willing to open their gardens to the 
public so we can share our love of plants and gardening ,and publicise 
what the Hardy Plant Society is about and what it does. Each garden owner 
may choose the date(s) on which they would like to open, so that their 
garden may be seen at its peak and ‘star’ plants can be at their best. 

How will it work? 
An entry fee will be charged at each garden (similar to the pricing for 
National Garden Scheme NGS or other openings) and £1 per admission 
will be passed back to the Society nationally to cover the scheme’s 
administration costs. The balance of each admission may be donated to a 
charity of the garden owner’s choice, or to their local HPS group, whichever 
they prefer. The national Society has arranged insurance for the opening 
gardens along the lines of that adopted by the NGS. 
A booklet is to be printed which will give details of all the gardens opening 
for the HPS Diamond Jubilee across the country.  

As the booklet will be going to print early next year, the closing date for 
applications is 31 December. We will in addition have a few early 
openings for snowdrops etc. and these will be publicised separately. 

You can register your garden for this event by completing the electronic 
form to be found at https://hpsdiamondjubilee.wordpress.com and clicking 
Submit once complete.  Alternatively you can obtain the paperwork 
from Sally Broome, HPS Administrator ,15 Basepoint Business Centre, 
Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Please email any garden photos 
to groups@hardy-plant.org.uk along with your name and address. 

Ruth Plant 

 

https://hpsdiamondjubilee.wordpress.com/
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GARDEN OPEN FOR HPS 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

Margaret Stone will be opening her garden in Worcestershire at the start 

of the HPS Anniversary year  

Sunday 12 February 2017, 11am-4 

pm.  

The 1.5 acre garden (see Last Month 

in My Garden on the HPS website) 

features hardy perennials in mixed 

borders but, in February, the main 

interest will be snowdrops.  

Admission £3. There will be teas 

available and plants for sale. 

Access for wheelchairs. No dogs.  

Directions to Brockamin, Old Hills, 

Callow End, Worc, WR2 4TQ: On the 

right hand side of the B4424 on an unfenced bend. 0.5 miles S of Callow 

End, turn off into the car park signed Old Hills. Walk towards the houses, 

keeping right. 

 

PRIMROSE DAY 
The Western Counties Group would like to invite you to join them for a 
Primrose Day on the 1 April 2017 at Chaddesley Corbett Village Hall, 
Worcestershire.  The day will comprise of primrose themed talks by 
national collection holders Caroline Stone and Penny Jones .  There will 
be opportunities to buy plants from them as well as members' plant stall.  
After lunch Olive Mason has invited us to visit her garden at Dial Park 
which is just a 5 minute walk away.   
The talks will commence at 10.15, with plants sales from 9.15, and we 
anticipate ending the day's events at 4.00.   
The cost of tickets is £12 for HPS members and £15 for non-members.   
A booking form can be downloaded from the Western Counties Group page 
on the HPS web-site or from Sue Pacini (01451 822465) 
 
 

PULMONARIA DAY 2017 
To celebrate the 25

th
 Anniversary of the HPS Pulmonaria Group, we will be 

meeting on Saturday April 22nd 2017 in Norwell village hall, near Newark 
in Nottinghamshire. The programme will follow the usual format, AGM and 
talks in the morning and a visit to Dr Andrew Ward at Norwell Nursery in 
the afternoon. Andrew has quite a large collection of Pulmonarias, with 
many shown off beautifully in a small wooded area on the Nursery. Non 
members will be very welcome to attend. More details will be on the website as 
soon as available and also in the HPS and Pulmonaria Groups Newsletters. 

Galanthus ‘Neil Fraser’  



 

11 

 

 

RANUNCULACEAE AGM  

SATURDAY 3 JUNE 2017 
Lecture at North Warnborough Village Hall,  

Prior’s Corner, Dunley’s Hill, North Warnborough, Hampshire RG29 1EA 
Garden visit to West Green House Gardens, 

Thackhams Lane, nr Hartley Wintney, Hook Hampshire RG27 8JB 
 
Following our very successful meeting this year at Hesketh Bank, nr 
Preston, we decided for 2017 to come southwards to Hampshire for our 
AGM, Lecture and Garden visit.   
 
Following the AGM, we are delighted that Jennifer Harmer, HPS Historian 
and Sue Ward, past trustee and RHS Chelsea Gold Medal exhibitor, have 
agreed to present a talk on The World of Ranunculaceae – its plants and 
people. In the afternoon we will visit Marylyn Abbott’s inspirational 
gardens at West Green House in Hook, which will be about a 10 minute 
drive from the hall.  On arrival at West Green House we will be given an 
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introductory talk on the gardens, you will then be free to stroll round the 
gardens and to finish the day a delicious cream tea will be included. 
 
Cost for the day: 
HPS Ranunculaceae Group Members £12.00 
Non-Ranunculaceae Group Members £25.00 
 
For booking form and the application form please contact: 
Sue Hough, Old Rose Cottage, 87 Blackberry Lane, Four Marks, 
Hampshire GU34 5DG 
Tel: 01420 562039 or email: susanahough@gmail.com  
 

Why not consider joining our group - 1 year membership at £4.00 
(plus the event) will cost you only £16.00. OR a 3 year membership at 
£12.00 (plus the event) for only £24.00.  Application Form can be printed 
off from the Special Interest Groups web page. 

 
 
 

VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING 2017 
Next year’s meeting will be held on Sunday 11 June in the area of 
Wickham, Hampshire. Our morning, indoor, meeting will be based in the 
Wickham Centre where we will hold our AGM, Plant Discussions, and 
Auction. In the afternoon we will travel the short distance to the garden of 
Meon Orchard, highly regarded for its exceptional collection of unusual, 
often exotic, plants.  
 
Morning coffee will be provided in the hall and afternoon refreshments in 
the garden. Members should make their own arrangements for their lunch. 
 
The day is only open to VPG members, and the only charge will be for 
the garden entry which we will collect during the morning of the meeting. 
There is no need to make any payment beforehand but, as always, it’s very 
helpful indeed if you can let me know in advance if you’re able to attend.  
 
Of course new members of the VPG are always welcome and 
membership of the group is only £4.00 per year. So if are interested in 
buying unusual plants, often at bargain prices, in our auction followed by an 
afternoon spent in an outstanding garden why not join us? If you would like 
more details of the meeting, or information about joining the VPG then 
please contact me, Brian Dockerill. Contact details are included in the 
Special Interest Groups section of this newsletter.  
 

 
 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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GERANIUM DAY 2017 
The annual general meeting of the Hardy Geranium Group, 

to which all members and non-members are invited, will be held on 
Saturday 17 June 2017 at Dr Andrew Ward’s Norwell Nurseries, 

Woodhouse Road, Norwell, Newark, Nottinghamshire NG23 6JX 
 

Besides holding a wide selection of geraniums Dr Ward is also a Partner 
Grower of the NPC Calendula dispersed collection. 
 
There will be a full programme for the day with a Group Plant Stall as well 
as plants sold on commission. 
 
Cost is £10 for members and £15 for non-members 
this includes coffee and cakes on arrival and at tea time. 

 
For further details and bookings please contact: 
Oliver Folkard, 1 Barons Close, Fakenham NR21 8BE (01328 851468) 
 

 

 

HARDY PLANTS IN A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT 
 

THE EAST YORKSHIRE GROUP 
Will be hosting a National Lecture Day 
SATURDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
To be held at 

Bishop Burton College, Bishop Burton, East Yorkshire 
HU17 8QP 

 
Lectures by: 

Alastair Fitter 
John Grimshaw 
Lizzie Balmforth 
Matthew Wilson 

 
Nurseries attending: 

Westshores Nursery, Gardens Blooms, Mires Beck Nursery and a 
Members’ Plant Stall 

 
TICKETS: £25 ON SALE FEBRUARY 2017 

LUNCH: £12 or bring your own 
For more information contact: Lois Scott 

Email: klscott @klscott.karoo.co.uk  
Phone: 01482-494276 

SAVE THE DATE! 
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West Yorkshire Group Biennial Conference 

THE MAGIC OF PLANTS 
Once again the West Yorkshire Group will be hosting their biennial 

conference on  
SATURDAY 6 MAY 2017 

To be held at our new venue  
Leeds Beckett University (Headingley Campus)! 

 
 Speakers will be: 

o Bunny Guinness 
o Troy Scott-Smith 
o Val Bourne 
o Marina Christopher 

Nurseries in attendance will include: 
Phoenix Perennials, Green End Farm Plants, Ridgefield Nursery plus our 
own Members’ Plant Stand 
 
Tickets: £25 
 

For more information or to buy tickets contact: 
Vicky Harris, Conference Organiser 

vickyharris1951@gmail.com 
07852 163733 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Aquilegia formosa 



 

15 

 

 
VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING, JUNE 2016. 

It was a sunny day with the promise of quite a lot of warmth when around 
40 members of the variegated plant group started their annual get-together. 

The hall was very welcoming with a 
large number of interesting 
variegated plants spread out around 
it and the day started with a chance 
to look at these and have some 
welcome coffee/tea and biscuits.  
 
Margaret Nimmo-Smith (left) and 
Bob Brown (below hiding behind 
Phlomis russeliana ‘Dappled Shade’) 
then talked about the plants which 
had been brought for display and 
this interesting discussion was 
followed by a huge auction of the 

plants on offer. As there were so many 
plants generously donated, we were 
unable to finish it before lunch and hence 
the order of the day was altered and we 
had a break for lunch, followed by an 
excellent tour of the national collection of 
Sambucus housed in Ed Brown’s nearby 
nursery. We were seeing these at a good 
time of year as a lot were in flower and we 
were able to compare their scents.  As an 
added treat Ed had made some Turkish 
Delight with a selection of different 
varieties and these really showed how 
different and delicious they were. 
 
We then returned to the hall for the rest of the auction and refreshments 
and ended with a chance to buy plants from Ed’s nursery. All in all, a long 
but very enjoyable day, with particular thanks to Ed for making us so 
welcome, and Bob for running the whole show from the AGM, through the 
plant discussion and auction and even making the lunch.  
 
If this whets your appetite and you are interested in attending the 2017 
meeting, please see the details on page 12 of this newsletter. 

Sue Dockerill  
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PEONY GROUP STUDY DAY & AGM REPORT 
We met on Sunday 19 June 2016 and in accord with AGMs of recent years 
the day was cloudy and threatened rain for the afternoon.  We met at Clare 
Austen’s Nursery a few miles to the West of Montgomery.  With the rain 
due later we started the day in the garden and peony stock beds with Clare 
Austen as our guide.  The stock beds are just getting established and just a 
few were in flower.   
 
Our guest speaker Gail Harland spoke just before lunch and set the scene 
with a brief introduction to the botany of peonies and their distribution 
worldwide. She then moved on to the cultivated ones and their various 
groups using her own photographs (superb) to illustrate the various forms.  
She finished with a brief note on pests and diseases (there are not many) 
and most importantly where to see and buy peonies and to mention 
modern trends in breeding. 
 
Lunch followed and then our AGM.  The business was covered quickly and 
the plant sales table was again targeted by our members and visitors. 
Our thanks must go to Clare and her husband Rick who hosted the day and 
made us very welcome. 
 
Next year’s AGM with be on Sunday 14 May 2017,  near Stockport, 
visiting Will McLewin’s Phedar Nursery with probably the largest 
collection of Gansu Mudan tree peonies in Europe.  It should be at the peak 
of the flowering season.  Further details in the February Newsletter. 
 
 

SEED DISTRIBUTION NEWS. 
The keen seed growers amongst you will already, I am sure, have had a 
look at the 2017 Seed List booklet which accompanies this Newsletter. 
Once again we are indebted to our donors, from the U.K. and overseas, 
who have sent in some interesting seeds from plants which are difficult to 
find in the market place. Old favourites also feature in the list and I hope 
that we have something for everyone. 
 
We are happy to receive orders by post using the order form in the 
seed list booklet or via the HPS website. Can I make a plea that 
everyone reads the information and ordering instructions carefully. Last 
year a member put a comment on her order form to say that she felt that 
she was back in school as the instructions were so fierce! Sorry, but they 
are intended to be helpful and avoid errors which can cause problems. 
Remember if you forget to add your name and address, and there is only a 
name on a cheque to help identify you, your seed may be sent to another 
who has the same name as yours. (It has happened.) 
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The best way to avoid a ‘mistaken identity’ situation is to add your 
membership number to your order form. Then even if your writing is 
difficult to decipher your correct address will be put on your order envelope. 
Your membership number can be found on the address label on this 
mailing. 
 
The order forms are passed along a chain of volunteers who ‘pick out’ the 
seed packets in number order. It takes so much longer to make up your 
order if it is not in correct number sequence. It is even more difficult to 
make up an order if the name is used instead of a number.  
If you receive a seed order that you did not make, please notify our admin. 
office as soon as possible. Postage and an addressed label will be sent to 
you if we need you to send the seeds to their rightful owner. 
Am I being ‘fierce’ again?! 
 
Enjoy choosing which seeds to order and remember the descriptive 
database in our seed section of the HPS website is there to help you. 
We do ask that you do not duplicate seed numbers, and if both partners in 
a joint membership are ordering seeds, there is no duplication across both 
orders. This is to ensure that seed in short supply is given the widest 
possible distribution. 
 
11 January  is the closing date for receipt of orders and we expect to 
have your seeds in the post to you before the end of January. 

Pauline Cooper, Seed Distribution Coordinator. 
seed@hardy-plant.org.uk 

01630 672634 

 
CONSERVATION SCHEME 

One of the charitable objectives of the Hardy Plant Society is to preserve 
the older, rarer and lesser known hardy plants, cultivars and varieties from 
being forgotten and lost to cultivation - these are words taken from our new 
website and should be familiar to all HPS members. We are quick to 
highlight the role that commercial breeders have in influencing what is 
available to gardeners and the latest fashion in plants. So what better way 
to grow some of these lovely, but increasingly hard to find plants, than to be 
part of our Conservation Scheme?  
 
However there are many local groups and special interest groups who do 
not participate and some groups may have a more localised conservation 
scheme of their own. This may be because some groups are 
geographically large or a long way from our annual plant exchange, but we 
hardy planters do travel quite widely and where there is a will, we could find 
ways to include you. I would urge anyone who has a plant they think is 
worthy of being grown more widely to share it into the Scheme so that we 
can learn more about it and consider it for inclusion on the Active List.  

mailto:seed@hardy-plant.org.uk
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One of the advantages of the HPS Conservation Scheme is that we gain 
experience of growing plants across a wide range of locations and soil types 
and identify plants that are not only lovely to grow in the garden, but have traits 
such as longevity or hardiness that may be useful in future breeding. We also 
try to encourage nurseries to take on these plants to increase their availability 
to the public. 
 
All that is needed is an individual (we have several independent growers who 
may not have a local co-coordinator) or a small group who enjoy propagating 
plants and growing them in their gardens. You do not need special propagating 
skills or facilities as we want plants that are reliable and easy to grow, so even 
if a plant dies we gain useful information. You will find guidance about the 
Scheme on the website and a list of the local group co-coordinators. I would 
love to have the opportunity to meet with groups and give a short presentation 
on the Scheme. Please get in touch at conservation@hardy-plant.org.uk  

Jan Vaughan - Conservation Scheme Coordinator 
 

 
SOUTHPORT SHOW – NORTH 

WEST GROUP 
Following our May meeting, members had a 
delightful visit to two Southport gardens and 
then visited Henbury Hall near Macclesfield – 
in the only rain-band in England that day!   
But it was a fascinating visit, with one or two 
special plants obtained for our Southport 
display from the Plant Fair held that day. 
 
Our Mediterranean display, entitled A 
Mediterranean Memory, showing a garden 
surrounding an old Roman well, along with 

broken columns, and silvery planting, 
has just earned us our third 
consecutive Large Gold Medal at 
Southport Flower Show. 
 
The next meeting is on the 19

 

September when popular Dr Ken 
Thompson returns to talk about 
Seeds, germination, and background 
science as well.    This is followed  by 

our Celebrity Lecture with Chorley & 
District Gardening Society when Chris 

Beardshaw will be  at Chorley Town Hall 
on  6 October (ticket only event  - now open to the public – see website). 

Audrey M Dawson - Publicity – NW Group 01254 853263 

Looking towards the old well 

Gold Medal Winning Team 

mailto:conservation@hardy-plant.org.uk
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MIDDLESEX GROUP’S DISPLAY GARDEN AT CHENIES 
MANOR PLANT FAIR 
Sunday 17 July 2016 

 
For our display this year we were inspired by a photo that Bob Weeks took 
of a cottage garden gate so we bought a length of picket fence and 
distressed it to look authentic  and made some Tufa stepping stones for the 
path, these were carefully sandpapered to look weathered and interspersed 
with gravel.   
We took great care with the plants we had chosen because they were on 
loan from Farnham Common Nurseries which is so helpful as they were at 
the plant fair too and we just handed them back at the end of the day. So 
thank you to all, for making it another successful day and hopefully we 
attracted some new members 

Marcelle Maloney 
Hon Sec HPS - Middlesex Group 
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PAYING FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS, CORNUCOPIA, BOOKLETS 
AND SEEDS 

1. Standing Order   There is no cost to the Society or you if you use this 
method.  To set up a Standing Order for your subscription on the 1

st
 of 

January every year please ask the Administrator for a copy of the form. The 
Administrator can complete the standard form and send it to your home 
address. You then take it to your bank. 
2. Electronic Bank Transfer  This requires you to transfer money 
electronically from your bank account to HPS bank account.  It involves no 
cost to you or the Society. However, when using this option you need to 
bear in mind a few points. The payment reference should be your surname 
& initial(s). This is particularly important if your surname is Smith, Jones, 
Williams or one of the other the more common surnames!  It must always 
be followed by your six digit membership number. Your membership 
number appears on the address/carrier sheet that accompanies HPS 
Newsletter or can be obtained from HPS Administrator. Please use Bank 
Sort Code: 40-05-30, a/c no: 70414603. 
3. Paypal  Thank you for all those who have started using this method of 
payment for annual subscription and seed orders. Payment for booklets is 
also now possible. The Society is charged for each of these transactions.  
Therefore, if you intend to pay for several services/goods at the same time, 
please combine them within one transaction. Two transactions attract 
two sets of fees! 
4. Debit or Credit Card  For the Society these are the most expensive ways 
of paying for any product or service. Currently Debit card payments cost 
the Society around 2.7% per transaction and Credit cards attract a fee in 
excess of 7%.  Please try and avoid using a direct credit or debit card 
payment via the Administrator: you can always pay by card using Paypal 
even if you don’t have a Paypal account. HPS is now levying £1 charge 
for those paying by credit card (this does not apply if you use your 
credit card via Paypal). 
5. Cheque  This method of payment is still available.   
Note  Members have enquired about Direct Debit: unfortunately, the 
Society does not have the necessary bank permissions to use this as a 
payment method.  

Stuart Senior 
Hon. Treasurer 
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Members are reminded that subscriptions fall due on 
1

st
 January each year. 

National membership is necessary for continued membership of a local or 
specialist group. 

    The subscription rates for 2017 are detailed below: 

I/we wish to renew my/our membership for 2017 (Mem No:  if known............. .... 

First Name/s.............................. Surname/s..................................................................

  

Postcode   ................................   Tel .................................................... 

Email . .................... .......... .......:................................ . . ................ 

I wish to renew my membership as follows:  
(please tick) 

Single £17.00  
…………………
. Joint (2 members at one address) £19.00  
……………….
… Cornucopia 2 Vols for 2015 £3.00  
…………………
.. 
……………….. 

Please disregard the subscription renewal option if this is paid by 

standing order. 

If you wish to set up a standing order the form can be found on page 24 and on 

our website.  

Bank Transfer: Please use your membership number as the reference and send 
to HSBC Bank, Account Name: The Hardy Plant Society, Sort Code: 40 05 30    
Account No: 70414603  

OR: enclose a cheque payable to THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 

OR by credit/debit card: 
Card     _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _  

Expiry date _ _ / _ _ Security Code (last 3 digits) _ _ _  

Your name as printed on card…………………………………………… 

Please print name and address clearly and send to  
The Hardy Plant Society, 15 Basepoint Business Centre. Crab Apple Way. 
Evesham, WR11 1GP. 

Gift Aid: Please complete if you are a UK tax payer. It is not necessary to complete 
the Gift Aid declaration annually. Please see our website for a form or contact the 
Administrator if you wish to check or change your Gift Aid status.  

www.hardy-plant.org.uk  tel: 01386 710317 
 

SEE PAGE 22 FOR YOUR DETACHABLE MEMBERSHIP CARDS AFTER YOU HAVE 
SUBMITTED PAYMENT. 

 

UK Subscription Renewal 2017 

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
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HPS MEMBERSHIP CARD                                 HPS MEMBERSHIP CARD 

    
Member’s Name ...........................               Member’s Name ........................ 

Membership No ...........................               Membership No .........................  

Expires 31/12/17                                                    Expires 31/12/17 
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£  
(amount in words) 

 

 

        

  STANDING ORDER 
MANDATE 
 

 
To ........................................................................Bank/Building Society 
 

Sort code ................................. 
Full postal address of bank/building society:........................................................ 
 
.............................................................................................................................. 
 
..........................................................................Post Code.................................. 
 
Please pay HSBC, 60 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TR 
Sort code 40 05 30 – for the credit of – 
The Hardy Plant society Account number 70414603 

 
Quoting REFERENCE number** 

 
 

** Your unique reference number is the first five characters of your 
surname and the last five digits of your membership number 
 

 
The sum 
of         
 

        
Commencing 1

st
 January 2017 and thereafter ANNUALLY on January 1

st
 

until you receive further notice in writing from me/us 
 
 
 
Account holder name/s 

Account number 
Name..............................................   Signature/s......................................... 
 
Address.............................................................. 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
..........................................................................  Date.................................. 
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR BANK 
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2016 – THE RESULTS 
I’m delighted to say that there was a considerable increase in the number of 
entries this year and the judges were very impressed by the quality of the 
pictures they received. Sadly though, we had no entries at all from the children 
or grandchildren of members. Previous regular entrants have now grown too 
old, so tell the kids there’s an opening for next year! 
Here are the results: 
 

Category One: Individual hardy perennial – whole plant or close up 
1

st
:  Carol Bennion - Peucedanum ostruthium 

2
nd

: Hilary Hutson – Athyrium niponicum ’Metallicum’ 
3

rd
: John Ryden - Rhododendron keiskei 'Patty Bee' 

 

Category Two: Plant grouping, border, garden view or HPS event 
1

st
 :  Kelly Baldry - Nassella (syn. Stipa) tenuissima and Osteospermum  

                                      jucundum 
2

nd
: Alan Wilson –  Rodgersia podophylla with Nectaroscordum siculum 

3
rd

:  Kelly Baldry – Sedum spectabile 'Autumn Joy', Nassella (syn. Stipa) 
                                       tenuissima and crocosmia 
 

Category: Junior 
No award 
 
Entries are anonymised before the judging – all photographers’ names and 
picture descriptions are removed by me. The winning entries will be displayed 
on the HPS website. 
Thanks go to the judges, Ruth Baumberg and Barry Sheridan. Even Ruth’s 

broken foot didn’t keep her from the task! 
Entries will be added to the digital library – eventually! I’ve been busy over the 
summer helping to bring the new website into being, so my duties as Photo 
Librarian have been rather neglected. I’m sure there will be plenty of drizzly 
winter days for me to fill profitably by adding all the images people have been 
kind enough to send. 
Please send them to:  photos@hardy-plant.org.uk 
There is a limit of about 10mb on emails you send to that address, so if 
you want to send a lot, please use wetransfer.com.  

Let me know if you need instructions. 

Need pictures? 
If you want images to add to newsletters or illustrate talks, I’ll be happy to help. 
Make your selection from the images in the image library on the website and let 
me have the names and numbers. I will then send you the full-size version, 
without the watermark. 
I usually send large selections via Wetransfer. It’s free and very simple – you 

just need to click on the Download button to get the pictures onto your 
computer and it avoids all the problems of large files in emails. Alternatively, I 
can send them on a memory stick. 

Brian Hackett -  Photo Librarian 
 

mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
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HAVE YOU LOOKED AT OUR NEW WEBSITE YET? 

 
 

 
 
Our website has been redesigned. It has a fresh, up to date look and 
rearranged menus. Although all the old favourites are still available, 
initial feedback shows it is much easier to find the recent content.  As 
last year you can renew your subscription, if you don't already pay by 
standing order, and place a seed order.  Now you can also buy 
booklets.  Overseas members may also pay subscriptions for specialist 
groups along with their national HPS membership.  Payments can be 
made by debit or credit card, or by using a PayPal account.   
 
All the payments are processed by PayPal, but you do not need to have 
an account with them. 
 
Please use the website, and let us know what you think. You can find it 
at the same address, hardy-plant.org.uk; send your feedback to 
website@hardy-plant.org.uk. 

Colin Doughty 
Web Master 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://hardy-plant.org.uk/
mailto:website@hardy-plant.org.uk
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  

These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your request to 
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 mm) self-
addressed envelope with the required number of loose 2nd class stamps: 

 1 for Bed and Breakfast 

 2 for Gardens Open 

 4 for Register of Lecturers 
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope. 

 
HPS Booklets – please order online via the website or use the order form in 

the newsletter. 
Back copies of The Hardy Plant – Back copies of The Hardy Plant - limited 

stock from 1957-1989 (black and white) @ £2.50: 1990-2015 (colour) @ £3.50: 
2016 onwards @ £5.50: prices include p&p. Please email or telephone for an 
order form. 

 
Subscriptions  
Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription rates are 
£17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint 

membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members outside 
Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. Students may 
join at a reduced rate of £10.  

 
Subscriptions should be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Credit or debit card 

payments can be taken over the phone, although the former are very expensive 
for the society and currently attract a fee in excess of 7%, as opposed to debit 
card payments which cost the Society around 2.7% per transaction. HPS is 
now levying £1 charge for those paying by credit card (this does not 
apply if you use your credit card via Paypal). 

To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your future subscriptions by 
Standing Order through your bank or building society. You can request a form 

from the Administrator, by email or post, or download it from the website (Join 
the HPS’ on the Home Page www.hardy-plant.org.uk/join-us). 

 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership 
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours (Monday 
to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the answering 
machine: 01386 710317. 
 

Sally Broome, Administrator
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM 
November 2016 
 
The following booklets are available; post free, to members by Mail Order. 
 

Quantity Title Cost Total 

 Geraniums                              COLOUR £5.50  

 Peonies                                      COLOUR  £5.50  

 Astilbe, Bergenia & Rodgersia   COLOUR £3.00  

 Epimediums                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Euphorbias                                 COLOUR £3.00  

 Hostas                                        COLOUR £3.00  

 Penstemons                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Grasses £2.50  

 Umbellifers £2.50  

 Campanulas                                     SALE £1.00  

 Heucheras                                        SALE £1.00  

 Total of order   

 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………..... 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………… Postcode ………………………. 
 
I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society 
Or Please debit my debit/credit card by the sum of £…....................  
(Minimum order £10) 
 
 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date   Security Code    

 
Name as printed on card ...……………………………………………. 
 
Signature …………………………………............Date………………. 

 
Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 
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ACER AT HOWICK 

Bluebells in Wither Wood, 
West Yorkshire 


