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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
“I cannot endure to waste anything so precious as autumnal sunshine by 
staying in the house" wrote Nathaniel Hawthorne in 1842.  Hence my mad 
rush to get this report finished before the deadline in early October.  We 
have been having some lovely warm days which I know won’t last and I 
have had to force myself to go indoors and sit in front of a screen. 
The other reason for lateness is that there has been a lot going on, giving 
me plenty to write about.  The Society’s 60th Anniversary has been marked 
in many different ways – quite a lot of them involving cake! – and I have 
tried to get to as many as possible, although we cover such a large area 
that some will inevitably be missed.  
The Open Gardens scheme has proved to be very successful.  More than 
60 members opened their gardens and welcomed visitors.  At the time of 
writing, we haven’t had the final numbers in, but I know that more than 
£8000 has been donated to the charities chosen by the garden owners so, 
as well as giving a great deal of pleasure to those visiting the gardens, a 
wide range of good causes have benefited. Thank you to the garden 
openers and helpers and to the visitors. Ruth Plant took on the task of 

organising this scheme, perhaps without realising quite how much work 
would be involved, and is to be congratulated on making it happen. 
The annual meeting of the Conservation Scheme took place recently and 
we were pleased to welcome the Hampshire and Devon Groups back after 
a fairly long absence.  There is a lot of enthusiasm amongst the local 
coordinators and their growers about growing good, garden-worthy plants 
which might otherwise disappear from cultivation.  It is disappointing, 
however, that the number of Groups participating is low and I know that 
Jan Vaughan really would welcome other Groups who are interested in 
joining.  She is happy to travel to talk to Group committees and members 
about what is involved. 
I have mentioned before that the RHS has invited me to represent the HPS 
on the Herbaceous Plant Committee.  The meetings are proving to be very 
interesting and I am finding that the HPS can both contribute to and learn 
from the discussions.  Every year, the Committee organises a short study 
tour and this year it was to Ireland in August.  I was delighted to be invited 
to join the group and we were very privileged to have tours of gardens 
including Mount Stuart and the fabulous gardens in County Wicklow owned 
by sister and brother, June and Jimi Blake. 
There has been a lot of success at shows this summer, with gold medals at 
the Chorley Flower Show and Southport Flower Show, both displays put on 
by the North West Group, bronze for the Staffordshire Group at Gardeners’ 
World Live and Silver-Gilt for the West Yorkshire Group at the Harrogate 
Autumn Show.  I managed to visit the Tatton Park Flower Show for the first 
time this year and was very pleased to see a great display, which was 
awarded a Silver-Gilt Medal, and to meet members who had set up the 
display and were talking to visitors about the HPS. 
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Our President and Ambassadors have been out and about, supporting the 
Society at shows and speaking at various Group events and I know how 
much members enjoy meeting them and appreciate the interest they show 
in our activities. 
At the end of the summer the East Yorkshire Group put on a lecture day 
focusing on the challenges of gardening in a changing climate.  Four 
excellent speakers, Alastair Fitter, Andrew Ward, John Grimshaw and 
Matthew Wilson gave us much to think about.  That, combined with visits 
to a couple of local gardens, catching up with family and calling in at the 
botanic garden at Woollaton Hall, maintained by the Nottingham Group, 
made for an enjoyable but exhausting weekend.  One of the best parts, as 
always, was meeting members and chatting about plants. 
I’m just back from the Hertfordshire Group’s celebrity lecture day, where 
Anna Pavord spoke about Plant Partners and gave us a lot of inspiration.  
I shall try to remember an important point she made about thinking about 
where plants originate in the wild when deciding where to put them in the 
garden, urging us to put our own needs behind those of the plant.  
Inevitably I succumbed to a couple of plants from the members’ plant stall 
and I shall think carefully about where I plant them so that they thrive. 
Roz Rustell has been helping Pam Ratcliffe to get advertising which helps 
to subsidise the cost of publishing the Journal.  Unfortunately, she is unable 
to continue for family reasons, but I wonder if there’s another member out 
there with the skills and experience to approach potential advertisers.  If 
you think you could help, either Pam or I would welcome a ‘cold call’ and 
would certainly not put the phone down on you. 
In March 2016, we set up a Twitter account for the HPS and we now have 
just over 3000 followers.  This is proving to be a very successful way of 
communicating and engaging with the horticultural community.  We could 
do more if more people would share the load, as I am currently the only 
person tweeting on behalf of the Society and I don’t have time to do it often 
enough. 
This is a recurring theme.  I know that the Groups struggle to get volunteers 
at a local level and it is just the same nationally.  We have not had a 
marketing and publicity officer for several years now but promoting the 
Society is really important if we are to recruit new members.   
My term as Chairman comes to an end at the AGM in 2018 and, so far, 
nobody has expressed an interest in taking over from me.  Worse than that, 
people are starting to run away when I approach them to ask if they would 
consider taking on the role.  The Society is full of talented and enthusiastic 
members who are committed to the future of the HPS.  Please give some 
serious thought as to whether you could help.  I’d love to hear from you and 
don’t forget that we are still looking for a Groups Coordinator and help with 
marketing and promotion!   
With Christmas approaching, don’t forget that you can buy gift membership 
of the HPS and the office will include a personal message from you with the 
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membership pack.  Alternatively, the pack can be sent to you, so that you 
can hand it over to the lucky recipient. 

Cathy Rollinson, Chairman 
NOTICE OF THE 61st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

We hereby give notice that the 61st Annual General Meeting of the Hardy 
Plant Society will be held at 1.40pm on Saturday 24th March 2018 at 
Petroc College, Mid Devon Campus, Bolham Road, Tiverton, Devon, 
EX16 6SH. 
Nominations are invited for four Trustees and for all the Officers of the 
Society. The normal term of office for Trustees is four years; the Officers of 
the Society (the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and 
Honorary Secretary) are elected annually and become ex officio Trustees.  
Nominations may be made by email, or alternatively by traditional 
nomination forms which can be obtained from the Administrator. The 
proposer must ensure that their nomination includes the names of the 
nominee, the proposer, and the seconder; the proposal must also include a 
statement which confirms the willingness of the nominee to stand. A brief 
statement of relevant experience of the nominee should also be included. 
This may include such things as committee/organisation & business 
experience as well as garden & horticultural experience.  
Nominations must be received by the Hon. Secretary, Judi Deakin, no 
later than 31 December 2017. Email: hpshonsec@googlemail.com 
The Agenda for the AGM, including nominations will be published in the 
February edition of the Society’s Newsletter. In the event of any position 
being contested, ballot papers will accompany the February Newsletter and 
the ballot will be entirely by post with all votes to reach the Administrator by 
close of business on Friday 9th March 2018.   

Judi Deakin, Honorary Secretary 
 

HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY 
SATURDAY 24 MARCH 2018 

with sponsorship from Malcolm Gifford Wealth Management 
Ltd 

The Devon Group of the HPS is to host the Annual Lecture Day and AGM 
next year. We are a diverse, scattered group growing plants in a variety of 
habitats from cold, windy moorland to almost tropical, sheltered seaside 
locations, and most others in between. We meet monthly for talks and plant 
sales and are looking forward to our big day and hoping that many other 
Hardy Planters will come to visit our area and hear our guest speakers. 
 
These will be Dr. Julian Sutton of Desirable Plants who specialises in 
shade-lovers such as epimediums and Nick Macer of Pan Global Plants, 
plant hunter and grower of many rare and unusual species. 
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The day will be held at Petroc College of Higher Education (Mid Devon 
Campus), Bolham Road, Tiverton EX16 6SH. Tel: 01884 235200  
www.petroc.ac.uk 
 
There will be an HPS plant stall and any contributions from visitors would 
be most welcome. 
 
The day is expected to cost £22, including a hot 2-course lunch. A limited 
number of places will be available for those bringing a picnic lunch.  
 
Fast trains run to nearby Tiverton Parkway. Taxi 5 miles from there to the 
venue. Exeter is 15 minutes by train from Tiverton Parkway or just over half 
an hour by car.  
 
For those who would like to explore our lovely county, Killerton and 
Knightshayes (National Trust) are nearby, pretty Topsham on the R. Exe is 
worth a visit, passing the award-winning Darts Farm on the way. Tiverton 
has a small but interesting Museum of Mid Devon Life. High Garden 
Nursery (open Tues to Fri 9-5), Kenton, near Powderham Castle, has an 
exciting display garden at any season. Exeter with its lovely cathedral, 
Exmoor and Dartmoor and fabulous coastal footpaths are all within reach 
for those planning to extend their stay. 
 
Accommodation: there is a Best Western and a Travelodge at Tiverton. 
Brambles B and B is 6 miles and there are many other options to be found 
on the Internet. 
 
 

Correction to Issue 169: 
Omitted from POSTHOLDERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 2017/2018 
 

Shows & Events 
Julie Harvey 
Sue Lander 

 
 
 

LAPEL BADGES 
Show your support for the HPS with one of our new lapel badges.  They 
are made of enamelled metal and feature 
the HPS hellebore. Order online at £2.20 
including p&p or Groups can order bulk 
supplies at a reduced cost. 

 

 

http://www.petroc.ac.uk/


 

7 

 

 

HPS SHOWS AND EVENTS CALENDAR FOR 2018   

Date Event/ HPS Group 

Sun 18 Feb Galanthus Group AGM and Study Day, West Midlands 

Tues 27 Feb Trustees' Meeting 

Wed 7 March Talk by Kevin Hughes, Newport (Isle of Wight Group) 

Sat 24 March  2018 Annual Lecture Day and AGM, PETROC, Tiverton 
EX16 6SH  (Devon Group) 

Sat 24 March Early Spring Plant Fair, East Lambrook Manor Gardens A13 
5HH (Somerset Group) 

Sun 25 March Kent Spring Plant Fair with Rosie Hardy, Lenham Community 
Centre ME17 2PJ 

Sat 31 March Shade & Woodland Group AGM, Bob Brown & nursery visit, 
Bubbenhall, Coventry 

30 Mar - 1 Apr EASTER 

Fri 13 - Sun 15 April RHS Cardiff Flower Show (no HPS display) 

Sat 14 April Pulmonaria Group AGM, nr Salisbury, Wilts 

Sat 14 April Passionate About Plants, Pinner HA5 2LX (Middlesex Group)  

Sat 14 April Plant sale, Wooton Bridge, Ryde (Isle of Wight Group) 

Sat 21 April  Plant sale, Ruislip,  (Middlesex Group)) 

Sat 21 - Sun 22 Apr RHS Annual Spring Fair, Hyde Hall, Chelmsford (display by 
Essex Group) 

Thurs 26 – Sun 29 
Apr 

RHS Harrogate Spring Flower Show 

Thurs 10 - Sun 13 
May   

RHS Malvern Spring Festival, Worcs (HPS display TBC) 

Fri 11 May Plant Auction, Paxton Hall, Leeds (W Yorkshire Group) 

Sun 13 May Plant Fairs Roadshow, Layer Marney, Essex 

Sat 19 May Plant Sale, Ruislip,  (Middlesex Group) 

Tues 22 - Sat 26 May RHS Chelsea Flower Show (no HPS display) 

Sun 27 May Plant Fair, Fox Cottage, Cottesmore Rd, Ashwell, Rutland LE 
15 7LJ (Rutland Group) 

Sat 2 June Variegated Plant Day, Leominster, Herefordshire 

Sat 2 June Plant Sale, St Albans,  AL1 4BH (Herts Group) 

Thurs 7 - Sun 10 June  RHS Chatsworth Flower Show (no HPS display) 

Sat 9 June Plant Sale, Ruislip, Middlesex (Middlesex Group) 
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Sat 9 June Lecture Day Fronds, Foliage and the Far East Braintree  

(Essex Group)  

Sat 9 June Geranium Day, Buckinghamshire 

Thurs 14 - Sun 17 
June  

Gardeners' World Live, NEC Birmingham (HPS display TBC) 

Sat 16 - Sun 17 June Burton Agnes Gardeners' Fair, Driffield (East Yorkshire 
Group) 

Sat 16 - Sun 17 June RHS Plant Society Show, Wisley, Surrey (display by Peony 
Group) 

Tues 19 June Trustees' Meeting 

Sat 23 June Roy Lancaster Lecture, West Monkton Village Hall, Near 
Taunton (Somerset Group) 

Sat 23 June Usk Open Gardens, Usk (Monmouthshire Group) 

Tues 3 - Sun 8 July RHS Hampton Court Flower Show,  Surrey (no HPS display) 

Sun 8 July Plant Fair, Hestercombe Gardens, near Taunton (Somerset 
Group) 

Wed 18 - Sun 22 July RHS Tatton Park Flower Show (display by Cheshire & 
Friends Group) 

Sun 22 July Lecture Day East to West… Romsey (Hampshire Group) 

Fri  10 - Sat 11 Aug  Shrewsbury Flower Show (HPS display TBC) 

Fri 17 Aug - Sun 19 
Aug 

RHS Rosemoor Flower Show Great Torrington, Devon (no 
HPS display) 

5-10 Sept RHS Wisley Flower Show  Surrey 

Sat 8 Sept Usk Show, Usk (Monmouthshire Group) 

Sat 15 Sept Ranunculaceae Day, Laughton Village Hall, East Sussex 

Fri 14 – Sun 16 Sept RHS Harrogate Autumn Flower Show 

Sat 22 - Sun 23 Sept RHS Hyde Hall Flower Show, Chelmsford (display by Essex 
Group) 

Sat 27 Oct Lincolnshire Group event 

October Group Secretaries’ Meeting, Bubbenhall near Coventry 

Tues 9 Oct Trustees' Meeting 

December Post holders meeting 

2019   

Sun 17 March Ranunculaceae AGM and meeting. Venue TBA 

Sat 4 May 
Magic of Plants Conference. Venue TBA (W Yorkshire 
Group) 

Fri 10 May  Plant Auction, Paxton Hall, Leeds (W Yorkshire Group) 

Tues 21 - Sat 25 May  RHS Chelsea Flower Show (HPS display TBC) 

To be included please notify shows+events@hardy-plant.org.uk as you finalise further dates  



 

9 

 

60 gardens to visit 

At the beginning of our anniversary year, we invited you to 

nominate the best gardens to see herbaceous plants. Not a 
definitive list, but here are your suggestions, with thanks to 
everyone who contributed.  

1. Abbey House Gardens, Malmesbury, Wiltshire 

SN16 9AS  

2. Arley Hall Gardens, Northwich, Cheshire CW9 

6NA   

3. Ashwood Nursery, Ashwood Lower Lane, 

Kingswinford, West Midlands, DY6 0AE 

4. Avondale Nursery’s Library Garden, Mill Hill, 

Baginton, Coventry CV8 3AG   

5. Beth Chatto Gardens, Elmstead Market, Colchester, 

Essex, CO7 7DB  

6. Bourton House Gardens, Bourton-on-the-Hill, Moreton-in-Marsh, 

Gloucestershire GL56 9AE  

7. Branklyn Garden, 116 Dundee Rd, Perth PH2 7BB  

8. Breezy Knees Gardens, Common Lane, Warthill, York YO19 5XS   

9. Broughton Castle, Broughton, Banbury OX15 5EB 

10. Burton Agnes Hall, Burton Agnes, Driffield YO25 4NB   

11. Chelsea Physic Gardens, 66 Royal Hospital Rd, Chelsea, London 
SW3 4HS  

12. Cothay Manor, Greenham, Wellington TA21 0JR  

13. Coton Manor Gardens, Coton Rd, Coton, Northampton NN6 8RQ   

14. Cotswold Garden Flowers, Sands Ln, Badsey, Evesham WR11 7EZ   

15. Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens, Bradwell Grove, Burford OX18 

4JP 

16. Dorothy Clive Garden, Willoughbridge, Shropshire TF9 4EU  

17. Dove Cottage Nursery, Shibden Hall Rd, Halifax HX3 9XA  

18. Dyffryn Fernant, Fishguard SA65 9SP   

19. East Ruston Old Vicarage Garden, East Ruston, Norfolk NR12 9HN  

20. Felbrigg Hall, Felbrigg, Norwich NR11 8PR  

21. Garden House, Buckland Monachorum, Yelverton, Devon PL20 7LQ      

22. Gravetye Manor, Vowels Lane, West Hoathly, Sussex, RH19 4LJ  

23. Great Dixter House and Gardens, Northiam, Rye TN31 6PH 

24. Gresgarth Hall Gardens, 2 Forge Mill Cottages, Caton, Lancaster 

LA2 9NB   

25. Hampton Court Castle and Gardens,  Hope-Under-Dinmore, 

Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 0PN       

26. Helmingham Hall Gardens, Helmingham, Stowmarket IP14 6EF   

Photo – Liatris spicata ‘Floristan Violet’ 
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27. Hestercombe Gardens, Hestercombe, Cheddon Fitzpaine, Taunton 

TA2 8LG  

28. Holehird Gardens, Patterdale Road, Windermere, Cumbria, LA23 

1NP   

29. Howick Hall Gardens, Alnwick, Northumberland NE66 3LB  

30. Kiftsgate Court Gardens, Mickleton, Chipping Campden, Glos  GL55 

6LN  

31. Levens Hall, South Lakeland, 6 miles south of Kendal, SatNav LA8 

0PD 

32. Marchants Hardy Plants and Garden, 2 Marchants Cottages, Mill 

Lane, Laughton, E.Sussex NB SatNav unreliable  

33. Merriments Gardens, Hawkhurst Road, Hurst Green, East Sussex 

TN19 7RA  

34. Mindrum Garden,  Mindrum, Northumberland TD12 4QN  

35. Montpelier Cottage, Brilley, Whitney-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR3 6HF  

36. Moorland Cottage Plants, Rhyd y Groes, Brynberian, Crymych, 

Pembrokeshire, SA41 3TT  

37. Newby Hall and Gardens, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5AE (SatNav 

HG4 5AJ).  

38. Norwell Nursery Gardens, 5 Marstons Cottages, Woodhouse Road, 

Norwell, Nottinghamshire NG23 6JX   

39. Nymans, Staplefield Ln, Handcross RH17 6EB   

40. Old Court Nurseries and The Picton Garden,  Walwyn Road, Colwall, 

Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6QE  

41. Packwood House, Lapworth, Warwickshire B94 6AT   

42. Pashley Manor Gardens, Pashley Road, Ticehurst, Wadhurst TN5 

7HE  

43. Renishaw Hall & Gardens, Renishaw Park, Chesterfield S21 3WB  

44. Sissinghurst Castle Garden, Biddenden Rd, Cranbrook TN17 2AB  

45. Special Plants Nursery and Gardens, Greenway Lane, Cold Ashton, 

Chippenham SN14 8LA 

46. Stocktonbury Gardens, Kimbolton, Leominster HR6 0HB  

47. Stone House Cottage Garden, Church Lane, Kidderminster, DY10 

4BG 

48. The Courts, The Walk, Holt, Trowbridge BA14 6RR    

49. Tintinhull Gardens, Farm St, Tintinhull, Yeovil BA22 8PZ  

50. Trentham Gardens, Stone Road, Trentham, Stoke On Trent, 

Staffordshire, ST4 8JG   

51. Upton House and Gardens, Nr Banbury, Oxfordshire OX15 6HT   

52. Ventnor Botanic Garden, Undercliff Dr, Ventnor PO38 1UL   

53. Wakehurst Place,  Wakehurst, Ardingly, Haywards Heath RH17 6TN  

54. Waterperry Gardens, nr Wheatley, Oxfordshire, OX33 1JZ 
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55. West Dean Gardens,  West Dean, nr Chichester, West Sussex  

PO18 0RX  

56. Wildside Nursery, Green Lane, Buckland Monachorum, Yelverton 

Devon PL20 7NP  

57. Windy Ridge Garden, Church Lane, Little Wenlock, Telford, 

Shropshire, TF6 5BB 

58. Wollerton Old Hall, Wollerton, Market Drayton TF9 3NA   

59. Woodbury Cottage, Colley Lane, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 9JJ  

60. York Gate Garden, Back Church Lane, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS16 

8DW   

If you would like a copy of the list for handing out at shows and events, please 
contact Julie Harvey at shows+events@hardy-plant.org.uk 

 

HPS RANUNCULACEAE GROUP 
LECTURE DAY AND GARDEN/NURSERY VISIT 

on Saturday 15 September 2018 
As our 2018 meeting is on Saturday 15 September there will be no AGM, so 
nominations for the committee will be in the form of a Postal Vote (Forms in 
Spring Newsletter). 
 
We are going a little further South East in 2018 - in fact we are in East Sussex 
at the village of Laughton, which is to home Graham Gough’s famous garden 
and nursery Marchants’ Hardy Plants. 
 
Our programme will also have a different theme as we will have our 
garden/nursery visit in the morning, then back for lunch at Laughton Village 
Hall.  In the afternoon we are delighted that Dr Gillian Regan will present 
Buttercups and their relative.  This will be followed by tea and time to see if you 
have won that longed for plant in the raffle. 
 
The day will commence with us all meeting up at Laughton Village Hall for 
registration and that welcome cup of coffee after the journey.  There will be our 
usual raffle tickets to buy and also time to purchase another treasure from the 
groups plant stall.  This is also comfort break time, as there are no toilet 
facilities at Marchants’ Hardy Plants.  We will also need to car share from the 
hall to the garden, as there is very little parking space.   
Graham Gough’s nursery has gained recognition as one of the leading small 
nurseries in the country.  All his plants are home grown and in suitable size 
pots, which helps develop healthy plants.  If you are not sure what the plant you 
choose will look like in your garden, you will be able see many of Graham’s 
plants happily growing in his garden, which can be accessed from the nursery 
and as you wander down the winding grass pathways, your eye will take in how 
the garden mirrors the landscape beyond, creating an embroidered picture, but 
with a modern theme.  As this will be September when we visit, the grasses 
and late flowering perennials will be at their best,  
In the afternoon Gill Regan’s talk will be on Buttercups and their relatives.  Gill 
has had an interest in plants from a very early age and this continues today.  

mailto:shows+events@hardy-plant.org.uk
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Over the past 35 years Gill and her husband have been creating their garden in 
Kent, which contains many varied plants, giving interest throughout the year.  
Now that she and her husband have retired from their busy lives as a teacher 
and a research chemist, they are able to travel the world, seeing and 
photographing the many species of plants in their natural habitat.  Gill was a 
founder member and past Chairman of the HPS Kent Group and also past 
Secretary of the HPS Ranunculaceae Group.  
 
For a booking form for this event, please email susanahough@gmail.com or 
visit the HPS website and then go to Specialist Groups - Ranunculaceae Group 
web page.   

 

Chelsea – a golden opportunity! 

We are delighted to announce that Rosie and Rob Hardy of Hardy’s Cottage 

Garden Plants, renowned exhibitors at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show and 
winners of over 20 Gold Medals, have offered the Hardy Plant Society an 
opportunity to shadow them at their Chelsea build-up stage. 
If your Group is keen to take on the Chelsea challenge and gain invaluable 

experience then please contact shows + events - see Contacts.  

 
THE GALANTHUS GROUP AGM & STUDY DAY 

Our 7th AGM will take place in the West Midlands in Feb 2018. Group 

Members will be notified directly of the AGM. The Study Day will be a ticketed 
event and numbers are restricted. Priority will be given to existing members. 
Contact group for details – see Contacts information. 

 
HARDY PLANT SOCIETY, HAMPSHIRE GROUP  

LECTURE DAY 2018 
‘East to West’ – and something in between! 

with  
Dan Hinkley, Timothy Walker and Diane Clement 

on 
Sunday 22 July 2018 from 9.15 to 16.00 

at 
The Lantern Theatre, Mountbatten School, Whitenap Lane, 

Romsey, Hampshire SO51 5SY 
Dan Hinkley 
Dan’s talk is on Making Heronswood, which is situated near Kingston, 
Washington State, USA.  He will give us an insight into this ever changing 
garden, which he and his partner Robert L Jones began in 1987. 
 
Timothy Walker 
Timothy will be speaking on The Harcourt Arboretum – one of Oxfordshire’s 
brightest botanical jewels.  The Harcourt Arboretum was founded by the 
Harcourt family in 1835.  It was annexed to the University of Oxford Botanic 
Garden in 1963 and this talk looks at the 180 year history of the site plus a walk  
around the 130 acre Arboreturm. 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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Diane Clement 
Diane will be speaking on Chinese Lanterns and Tibetan Prayer Flags – this is 
a new lecture for 2017 showing some of the wonderful plants seen on the AGS 
tour of Sichuan in June 2016. 

Cost is £22 & includes tea/coffee/biscuits throughout the day. 
(Please note lunch is not provided) 

Nurseries selling plants: Phoenix Perennial Plants, Kevin Hughes 
and Elworthy Cottage Plants 

 
For a booking form, please contact: Sue Hough, Old Rose Cottage, 87 
Blackberry Lane, Four Marks, GU34 5DG or go to the HPS Website where 
you can print one off.   Tel: 01420 562039  email: 
susanahough@gmail.com 

 
 

SHADE AND WOODLAND GROUP 
Fourth meeting and AGM on 
Saturday 31 March 2018 at 

Bubbenhall Village Hall, Lower End, Bubbenhall, Warwickshire CV8 
3BW 

Our fourth AGM and meeting will be in Bubbenhall, Warwickshire.   After the 
short AGM there will be a talk, which is sure to be amusing, by Bob Brown on 
Plants that do well in Shade but shouldn’t.   Bob Brown will have plants for sale, 

and there will also be a Members’ plant stall.   Before lunch we shall have a 
Plant Auction and a raffle.   
In the afternoon we are visiting Avondale Nursery, Mill Hill, Baginton, Coventry 
CV8 3AG to see Brian Ellis’ National Collection of Anemone nemorosa and 

have an introductory talk by Brian on his collection.  Avondale specialise in 
choice perennials and have a good selection of shade lovers.   Mrs Bee’s 
Potting Shed Café will be open at the nursery if you wish to buy lunch or 
afternoon snacks.  
The price for the day will be £6.50 for members of the Shade and Woodland 

Plants Group and £16.50 for non-members of the group.   
To book for the event, please email our Secretary, Diana Garner on 

montana@cholesbury.net or mail to Montana, Shire Lane, Cholesbury, Herts 
HP23 6NA  giving your name, address, telephone number, email address, and 
HPS membership number.  If you wish to pay by electronic transfer the details 
are as follows: 
Branch sort code: 40 32 02 
Account number: 21574647 
Account name: Shade and Woodland Plants Group 
Reference: Your HPS membership number and last name 
or cheques should be made payable to HPS Shade and Woodland Plants 
Group. The AGM will be starting at 10.15, and coffee and registration will be 
from 9.30.  We will be closing the meeting at 4.00 so you can get on the road 
before the worst of the traffic.   We do hope you can join us 

 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
mailto:montana@cholesbury.net
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PULMONARIA GROUP MEETING 2018 
The 2018 Pulmonaria Group Day will be on 14 April at Winterbourne Earls 
Village Hall, near Salisbury, Wiltshire. The morning will follow the usual 
procedure of plant sales, raffles and talk (still to be finalised). In the afternoon 
we will visit the garden of our Chairman, Lyn Miles, who has a nice range of 

pulmonarias with lots of seedlings as well as named plants. We will also visit 
the garden of member, Karen Roberson close by.  

Barry Street 
HARDY GERANIUM GROUP 

This year the HGG enjoyed its annual Study Day at Norwell – a hot sunny day 
in June. We hope that the weather will be kind again next year when we meet 
in Buckinghamshire on Saturday 9 June.  Other interested Hardy Planters are 
welcome to join us; details will be published in the spring. 

Margaret Stone 
 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY ESSEX GROUP LECTURE DAY 2018 
FRONDS, FOLIAGE AND THE FAR EAST 

with Bob Brown, Julian Sutton and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones 
Saturday 9 June 2018 from 9.15 to 16.30 

Braintree Arts Theatre, Notley Road, Braintree, Essex CM7 1WY 
Bob Brown  Bob’s talk will be All about ferns 

Julian Sutton  Julian’s talk is entitled Adventures with Fancy Foliage – the 

subtleties of form and colour in leaves which make the difference between an 
average garden plant and a great one. 

Bleddyn Wynn-Jones Bleddyn’s talk will be on his 2017 plant hunting trip 
to North Vietnam. This is a new lecture for 2018 and he will talk about the 

environment that has evolved such outstandingly hardy plants, both woody and 
herbaceous, in what is normally a tropical country. 

 
Cost is £22 & includes tea/coffee/biscuits throughout the day.                                                                                                                      

(Please note lunch is not provided) 

 
Priority will be given to Hardy Plant Society members up to Monday 12 
February 2018, after this date it will be open to the general public. Applications 

received before the 12 February 2018 from non-Hardy Plant Society members 
will be processed after this date, in date receipt order. 
Nurseries selling plants: Cotswold Garden Flowers (Bob Brown’s Nursery), 
Desirable Plants (Julian Sutton’s Nursery) and Crug Farm Plants (Bleddyn 
Wynn-Jones Nursery), Essex Hardy Plant Group will also have a sales table. 
For a booking form: contact: Margot Grice, Dragons, Boyton Cross, Roxwell, 

Chelmsford  CM1 4LS or go to the HPS Website where you can print one off.     
Tel: 01245 248651   email: margot.g@mail.com 
You can choose to pay by cheque and Royal Mail  OR  pay by bank credit 

transfer and receive your documents by email 
 

 
 

mailto:margot.g@mail.com
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PASSIONATE ABOUT PLANTS 2018 

Presented by the HPS Middlesex Group 
Saturday 14 April 2018 

The presentations are from 9.30 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. but doors open at 8.30 a.m. 
Haydon School, Wiltshire Lane, Pinner, Middlesex, HA5 2LX 

This will be our eighth biennial Passionate About Plants event and we are 
looking forward to seeing you for what promises to be a lively and informative 

day. 
 

Our special guest celebrities for 2018 are guaranteed to entertain you! 
Annie Godfrey – Some Like it Hot 
Winner of several Gold Medals including at Hampton Court Flower Show, BBC 
Gardeners’ World Live in 2017 and at the 2017 RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 
Annie talks about choosing sun-loving and drought-tolerant plants for your 
garden. 
Frances Tophill – Choosing interesting and effective trees for your garden 
Presenter on ITV’s Love Your Garden and BBC’s Gardeners’ World and a 
member of the RHS campaign for school gardening talks about trees for your 
garden. 
Adam Frost – How to Design a Garden 

Landscape gardener and winner of 7 Gold Medals at Chelsea Flower Show and 
presenter on BBC’s Gardeners’ World. Having just launched his own Garden 

School in Barnack, Adam talks about how to design a garden. 
Nick Hamilton – Climbers for All Aspects 
Garden designer and owner of Barnsdale Nurseries, Nick is the son of Geoff 
Hamilton who was the BBC’s Gardeners’ World presenter for many years. 

Nick’s talk is about climbers and he will have a selection of plants and DVDs for 
sale. 
 
Treat yourself to a fantastic day out with a great opportunity to buy hardy plants 
from specialist nurseries and stalls with garden sundries. There will be a garden 
themed raffle, tea and coffee for sale and lunches available. The menu will be 
posted on our website in due course. 
Tickets for the day are £26.00 and must be booked in advance as they will 
not be available on the door. Additional information and an application form 

are available from our website at : www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk or write 
to: 

PAP, Keith Hamilton, 82 Brunswick Road, Ealing, W5 1AE 
Tel: 07956 246079 or email: keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com 

Payment by cheque made payable to ‘Hardy Plant Society Middlesex Group’. 
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your tickets. 

 
PEONY GROUP AGM AND MEETING 2018 

Next year’s meeting will be held on Saturday 9 June in the Hillside Event 
Centre, RHS Wisley. The AGM will be in the morning, after which Caroline 
Stone will give a talk entitled I had a Dream: how a Passion for Peonies 
Begins.  Caroline already holds a National Plant Collection for double primroses 

http://www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk/
mailto:keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com
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and has developed an enthusiasm for early lactiflora peonies amassing more 
than 70 in her collection. Margaret Baber, founder of the Peony Group and 

holder of the National Collection of early lactiflora peonies, is giving Caroline 
much encouragement.  
Guided tours of the Peony Trials in Wisley and practical demonstrations on 
propagation will take place in the afternoon.  
Throughout the day there will be opportunities to buy plants from two specialist 
peony nurseries in addition to the Group Plant Stall. 
Members of the Peony Group who are not RHS members must let us know 
when sending in their booking forms so we can arrange for free entry to Wisley 
for the day. 
Further details in the February Newsletter 

 
CHENIES MANOR PLANT AND GARDEN FAIR 

Sunday 16 July 2017 
We were invited to have a stand at this year’s 
Plant and Garden Fair at the Manor House, 
Chenies and after the initial planning stage 
selected the plants we needed from our sponsor 
Farnham Common Nurseries.  We used trellis in 

an offset V to create an interesting shape, cut a 
couple of windows in it and placed  Fatsia 
japonica ‘Spider’s web’ as our main focal point, 
the planting was kept light and airy with 

Sanguisorba and Gaura and grounded with Hostas and ferns. We promoted the 
Society, offered advice and encouragement to people, many of whom bought 
our seeds and cards. 

My thanks to all for making it a very successful and enjoyable day. 

Marcelle Maloney – Hon Sec HPS Middlesex Group 
 

WORCESTERSHIRE CELEBRITY LECTURE DAY 
One hundred and fifty people enjoyed a full day of lectures about plants at 
Pershore College in Worcestershire in September 2017. 

The sell-out Saturday event, organised to help celebrate the society’s 60th 
anniversary, included four plants stalls including Brockamin Nursery run by 
Worcestershire member Margaret Stone as well as plants from the Pershore 
College Nursery, which is run by Worcestershire member 
Josh Egan-Wyer. Cakes baked by group members 

were served during the afternoon break. 
First speaker was botanist Dr Julian Sutton, whose 

riveting explanation of how flowers came to be was 
written specially for the event. It was full of brilliant 
photography to illustrate clearly the science behind the 
subject - some of which were like modern works of art. 
Second up was nurserywoman Derry Watkins, whose 

talk on new plant introductions from around the world 
moved along at a rate of knots, full of verbal and 
pictorial firecrackers. Derry cancelled her intended visit 
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to this year’s big plant event - Urban Growth in Sweden - to attend the day.  
And the final speaker of the day was HPS president Roy Lancaster, whose 
talk revolved around his newest book, My Life With Plants, published this 
spring. 
His hour-plus lecture was full of personal stories, including the time in his teens 
when he discovered a strange plant - an event that, he says, changed his life 
forever. He spotted a metre-high plant with bell-shaped, green flowers on an 
allotment that was eventually identified as Nicotiana rustica. It ended up being 
sent to the British Museum in London, where he was informed it was only the 
second recorded occurrence of the plant in the British Isles. 
The event brought Roy a certain notoriety in and around his home town of 
Bolton. It was, he said, his first brush with fame, something he soon realised 
was not all that it was cracked up to be. Roy was thanked by Worcestershire 
member Jayne Savage, who worked as a production assistant on BBC’s 

Gardeners’ World for part of Roy’s time as a presenter in the 1980s. She 
sprang a small surprise by introducing Roy to one of his former Gardeners’ 

World producers Mark Kershaw, who was in the audience. A pair of spectacles 
in a purple glasses case were left behind. If they are yours and you’d like to 
claim them, please contact secretary Lyn Maile on lyn.maile@gmail.com 

Mick Dunstan 
 

WHAT A BUZZ! 
Hardy Plants in a Changing Environment – Lecture Day at 
Bishop Burton College, East Yorkshire, 30 September 2017 
Over the past several years (I know, not as long as some of you), Keith and I 
have attended HPS lecture days around the country. I always come away with 
a buzz but I never thought this would happen in East Yorkshire because our 
local group had organized the day, but it did. What a reward for all the hard 

work. 
We set up a small team of six and that is what the day was – the result of 
teamwork.  Since our first planning meeting in January 2016, we have worked 
together harmoniously. As jobs became apparent, it was ‘I can do that’ and so 
tasks were completed and the day happened. Of course, six were not enough 
on the day so we had a lot of other helpers – thank you. 
Group members had propagated lots of plants for our well stocked Members’ 
Table. On the Friday and the Sunday four of our members opened their 
gorgeous gardens. I know some people visited and enjoyed the gardens on 
both days; others visited Hull – 2017 City of Culture. 
On the day the weather was kind- a lot of sun so people didn’t get wet in the 
Walled Garden and some sat on the Conference Centre patio at coffee and 
lunch times. When the Conference finished it was raining – somehow, it didn’t 
matter. 
Bishop Burton College more than fulfilled what we asked of them. They 
provided all the signage (not the green balloons) and dressed the entire 
Conference Suite with plant displays. What a good idea to have four island 
coffee stations – no long queues! 
We chose our theme and speakers with the aim of providing a slightly different 
and eclectic experience. 

mailto:lyn.maile@gmail.com
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As people started to register, about 9am, the large foyer began to fill up as HPS 
members (and non-members) browsed all the plant stalls and of course bought 
plants – it has to be done! 
Our four speakers: Alistair Fitter, 
Andrew Ward, John Grimshaw and 
Matthew Wilson covered the theme 

from slightly different perspectives, 
giving much food for thought. We were 
more than relieved when Andrew agreed 
to fill a gap, at very short notice, when a 
speaker could not attend on health 
grounds.   
We did our best to keep a tight schedule 
(some people had travelled a long way), 
with the help of a kitchen timer and an old 
school hand-bell! 
At the end of the day all of us were very tired but, ‘thank you, it’s been a good 
day’ and ‘it’s been brilliant’ made it more than worthwhile. 

If you attended our day we hope you enjoyed your visit to East Yorkshire as 
much as we enjoyed welcoming you. 

Lois Scott 
PEONY GROUP 

The year is slipping by quickly.  I have answered various queries as to when 
and how to move peonies, particularly what looked to be a well established 
Paeonia mlokosewitschii.  It had grown to such a size that it was impeding a 
path.  Yes it can be moved but not at the height of the summer.  It will go on its 
travels in the autumn. 
We have had various hiccups with our members list.  Some members at the 
AGM mentioned that they had not received our newsletter.  It appears some 
names complete with addresses have slipped from our list. So may I ask 
anyone who has not received copies of our newsletter (hard copy in the 
autumn and an electronic spring copy) if you could please let me know 
(my contact details are at the back of this HPS newsletter)?  This will 

enable us to get everything up to date and in good order. 
Our bank is also getter stricter on the name of the payee on cheques.  The 
Peony Group of the Hardy Plant Society is not acceptable.  It should be simply 
HPS Peony Group.  Keep this in mind if you are writing a cheque for our group.  
Reminders will on the renewal form for membership and applications for our 

AGM.                                                                                               Kath Carey 
 

VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING, JUNE 2017. 
Around 30 members of the group met at Wickham in Hampshire, and the tables 
were soon loaded with plants for sale from Bob Brown and Joe Sharman, 

plants for discussion, and plants for auction. Over coffee, the group were able 
to peruse these, and, following the AGM, a lively discussion of them ensued. 

John Grimshaw and Alistair Fitter  
meeting members  
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After the plant discussion, we turned to the plants for auction. Nowhere 
near as many as last year, but it still raised £327 for the group’s support of 
trainee gardeners at Great Dixter. Many thanks for the generosity of 
members both as donors and buyers. On offer was the usual eclectic range 
and most people went home with a few souvenirs.  
After a break for lunch we made the short journey to the garden at Meon 
Orchard where the owners, Doug and Linda Smith, gave us an 
introduction to the garden. They had moved there over 30 years ago and, 
over that time, had built up an enviable collection of unusual plants 
including three national collections (Eucalyptus, Araliaceae and 
Podocarpus). Many of the plants have a tropical feel and a large number 
are tender and spend the winter under glass. As a bonus, we were able to 
go down to the river where Southern Marsh Orchids were flowering. After 
an hour or so spent exploring, enquiring about new plants and asking for 
and receiving cuttings to take away, we refreshed ourselves with tea/ 
coffee and cakes before wending our way home.  
Next year’s Variegated Plant Day will be at Stockton Bury Gardens on 
Saturday 2

 
June. Full details will be in the February newsletter, but if you 

are interested in joining the group, please contact the Secretary Brian 
Dockerill – details in the contacts section. 

 
 

ROSE ‘RACHEL CRAWSHAY’ 
It all began when I took over the Hampshire Group’s boxes of publications and 
found a flyer for the HPS Celebration 2000, conference in Nottingham.  The 
flyer listed all the plants that were going to be exhibited in the display at the 
event and they were all named after people, hence, the display title Look Who’s 
In Our Garden. 

As researcher for Hampshire’s Conservation Group, I found some of the plants 
listed very interesting and decided to find out if they were still available.  One 
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plant that caught my eye was Rose ‘Rachel Crawshay’, there may be members 

reading this who will remember Rachel, as she was the Secretary of the Hardy 
Plant Society from 1992 – 1994. 
She was also the organising Secretary for the National Gardens Scheme for 27 
years until 1993.  It was in 1977 that the National Garden Scheme celebrated 
their golden jubilee and Harkness Roses had bred a rose for this occasion and 
named it ‘Rachel Crawshay’ in her honour.  Rachel sadly died in 1999. 
I discovered on the internet a picture and description of the rose as follows: 
Bred by: Harkness (United Kingdom), 1977 
Registration name: Rachel Crawshay 
Hybrid Tea 
Flowers: Salmon-pink, mid fragrance. Blooms in flushes throughout the season 
Height: 32in (80cm).  Width: 2ft (60cm) 

USDA zone 6b through 9b (default) 
Parents: Fragrant Cloud (Hybrid Tea, Tantau, 1963) x Mary Mine 

Having read this, I thought it would be nice to see if we could buy this rose for 
our Conservation Scheme, since it had such a strong link to our society.  
Unfortunately, there were no listings of this rose.  So I thought I would contact 
Harkness Roses to see if they were still growing it. Unfortunately, they weren’t, 
so that was my first obstacle.  But they did say if I could a find a plant they 
would ‘bud’ it for me.  I then tried the National Garden Scheme, but drew a 
blank there too. 
I discovered that the Rose had been on loan for the HPS’s 2000 display, but 
who provided it is a mystery. I also learnt that Rachel had a very good friend 
and they would come to HPS events together and it was suggested that I 
contact HPS Head Office to see if this person was still a member.  At last I 
struck lucky, and contacted the lady, who informed me she did have the Rose 
‘Rachel Crawshay’ growing in her garden, but it wasn’t a very large specimen 
and she wasn’t sure how to go about taking ‘bud’ wood.  I was also told that 
Rachel was a Quaker and that she had had her rose planted in the Quaker 
Meeting House’s garden in Hitchin.  I contacted the Meeting House and they 
confirmed the rose was there and would be happy for Harkness to take 
cuttings. Harkness very kindly went to the garden at the beginning of July 2017, 
but they informed me the rose had too many suckers, so they were unable to 
take any cuttings - another dead end. 
I am now asking for your help and if any members know of or have this 
rose, I would love to hear from you and to see if it is possible to get it 

propagated.  Neither I nor Rachel’s friend knows how to go about taking ‘bud’ 
wood and even less on attaching it to rootstock.  So if you can help, please 
email me susanahough@gmail.com or telephone 01420 562039.  It would be 
lovely to have Rose ‘Rachel Crawshay’ back with us. 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2017 – THE RESULTS 
Weatherwise, 2017 was a funny old year, but the rain didn’t stop HPS 
photographers. Not only did we receive some outstanding images, but the 
overall total was at a record high. Moreover, it was great to find that the juniors 
(children or grandchildren of members) were also well represented – you may 
recall that last year, the junior entry stood at the grand total of zero... 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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On this year’s role of honour, you will see a mixture of previous winners – Kelly 
Baldry and Louise Sims have both had success in recent competitions, but 
also some fresh names; newcomer Peter Williams took first prize in the 
individual plant category and Nadine Mitschunas burst onto the scene with no 

fewer than three awards! 
Here are the results: 
Category One: Individual hardy perennial – whole plant or close up 
1

st
:  Peter Williams – Sanguinaria canadensis f. multiplex ‘Plena’ (d) 

2
nd

: Nadine Mitschunas – Oenothera speciosa with a background of Stipa 
tenuissima 
3

rd
: Louise Sims – Malus hupehensis in frost 

Category Two: Plant grouping, border, garden view or HPS event 
1

st
:  Kelly Baldry - Spring border, Hugglescote Surgery 

2
nd

: Nadine Mitschunas – Allium sphaerocephalon with Knautia 
macedonica, Knautia arvensis, Achillea millefolium and Stipa 
tenuissima  

3
rd

:  Nadine Mitschunas - Kniphofia 'Mango Popsicle' with Dianthus 
carthusianorum, Berkheya purpurea, Stipa calamagrostis and Stipa 
tenuissima 

Category Three: Junior 
1

st
: Sophie Wilson, age 6,  - My gramp’s and nana’s pond 

2
nd

: Toby Wilkinson, age 14 – Leaf 
3

rd
: Emily Robson, age11 - Helianthus 

Entries are anonymised before the judging – all photographers’ names and 
picture descriptions are removed by me. The winning entries will be displayed 
on the HPS website. 
Thanks go to the judges, Ruth Baumberg and Barry Sheridan, who had a lot 

of work to do this year!  
Appropriate entries will be added to the Photo Library on the website. If you 
have any other pictures that you would like to submit to the library I am always 
happy to receive them. The pictures don’t have to match the artistic heights of 
our competition winners, but they should show the characteristics of the plant 
clearly and be accurately named. Please bear in mind that we make images 
available to anyone as long as they credit the HPS, so if you want to retain 
copyright, I’m afraid I can’t add them. 
Please send your images to: 
photos@hardy-plant.org.uk 
There is a limit of about 10mb on emails you send to that address, so if 
you want to send a lot, please use wetransfer.com.  

Let me know if you need instructions. 
Need pictures? 

If you want images to add to newsletters or to illustrate talks, I’ll be happy to 
help. 
Make your selection from the images in the image library on the website and let 
me have the names and numbers. I will then send you the full-size version, 
without the watermark. 
I usually send large selections via Wetransfer. It’s free and very simple – you 
just need to click on the Download button to get the pictures onto your 

mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
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computer and it avoids all the problems of large files in emails. Alternatively, I 
can send them on a memory stick. 

Brian Hackett - Photo Librarian 
 

SEED DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION 
The 2018 Seed List booklet, enclosed with this newsletter, once again offers a 
wide choice of seeds to from which to choose. Our seed donors have been able 
to collect some interesting seeds despite the torrential rain showers September 
brought. We thank them warmly, as without our members collecting seeds we 
would not have anything to distribute. 
Our researchers, Susan Solomon and Sheree Mosley, have been working 

hard this year adding seed sowing information for a new column on the 
descriptive seed list ( to be found on the HPS website.) We hope that you find it 
helpful. More photo links to the Image Library are available this year also. 
Please keep sending photos of your plants, especially those you grow from our 
list, to Brian Hackett, Photo Librarian.  

We were pleased to see that a good number of joint members sent 
independent seed orders last January.  Please, joint members, don’t squash 
both orders on the same paper order form. Not only does this make life very 

difficult for the volunteers who make up the order but we also expect each order 
to be accompanied by an administration charge payment! We prefer joint 
members to make independent orders on line but if you prefer to order by post, 
please, either photo copy the booklet order form or write your seed numbers on 
a separate piece of A5 paper (same size as the booklet order) in columns as 
they would be written on the order form. There is no need to write ‘joint 
member’ on your order but do remember to give your membership number (to 
be found above your address with this mailing) as well as your name and 
address. This is particularly important for joint members who have different 
surnames but please, everyone, your membership number ensures that Sally 
and Clare will address your order envelope to you and no-one else. 
Our volunteers make up the orders by number not by name so please enter 
the seed list number only. With over 1,000 orders to deal with, a clear and 

uncluttered order form is appreciated by our volunteers. Incidentally the printout 
of the web orders looks very like the paper order form even though the format 
that you make your order in is different. 
------------------and lastly, please do not send any seeds with your order. Even if 
they are from a very rare plant we cannot use them this year. Please save them 
in an airtight box in the fridge and send them to your seed receiver once we are 
appealing for seeds for next year’s list. 
We hope that you enjoy deciding which seeds to order. 
Completed orders will be mailed out towards the end of January. 

Pauline Cooper, Seed Distribution Coordinator 
seed@hardy-plant.org.uk  Tel 01630 672634 

 

CONSERVATION SCHEME AND PLANT EXCHANGE 2017 
Fifteen Local Group Coordinators and two independent growers gathered on 23 
September at Bubbenhall, nr Coventry, bringing with them over 200 plants 
propagated by HPS members. Not all Groups grow all the plants on the Active 

mailto:seed@hardy-plant.org.uk
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List, so this is the chance to obtain new plant material for the Groups and 
represents one of the great strengths of the Conservation Scheme - the 
opportunity to move plants around the country to see how they perform in 
different conditions and soil types. 'Spare' plants are often available to HPS 
members and non-HPS gardeners at local plant sales (watch out for the special 
green labels).  

 
The meeting is our annual 
opportunity to discuss the 
performance of plants in the 
Scheme and to question the 
validity of our stock. Correct 
identification of older varieties 
is not always easy because, 
as we all know, plant labels 
get lost and plants often seed 
themselves around with 
resultant progeny not always 
remaining true. 
This is why we have taken 
the decision to drop two of 
the irises from the 
Conservation Scheme: Iris 
'Banbury Gem' and Iris 
'Deepening Shadows' do not 
match descriptions of the 
plants originally introduced. 
Anyone growing these plants 

from the Conservation Scheme should remove the green label and refer to 
them as hybrids. Whilst this is disappointing, the process of researching our 
plants often leads to unexpected discoveries as Helen Mount found when she 

tried to discover the true identity of the Helianthus in the Scheme (see her 
articles in The Hardy Plant Vol 36 Spring and Autumn 2015). 
 
New plants for the Scheme this year are Persicaria runcinata Needham's form, 
a small semi-evergreen plant with red stems that carry spherical clusters of tiny, 
bell-shaped pink flowers, and Vinca minor 'Mrs Betty James' named by Bob 
Brown of Cotswold Garden Flowers after the lady who took the plant to a plant 

sale where he spotted it as unusual with a large double violet-blue flower. 
Information about these plants will be found on the HPS website. 

Jan Vaughan, Conservation Scheme Coordinator 
 

CORNUCOPIA 
Cornucopia, published each spring and autumn, brings you the pick of the best 
articles from the Society’s local and specialist group Newsletters – but only if 
you are a subscriber. You are not too late to take out a new annual subscription 
or to renew an existing one, but you do need to act promptly. To receive this 
year’s two issues, send a cheque for £3 (to include UK postage) payable to The 
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Hardy Plant Society, to – HPS Adminstrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, 

Crab Apple Way, Evesham WR11 1GP. 

Marion Jay, Cornucopia Editor 

 
SEEDS, SUBS AND MUCH MORE 

Want to read interesting gardening articles over the dark winter months? The 
new website has now been running for just over a year and has gone from 
strength to strength.  As well as the seed list, with descriptions of the plants, 
many with photos from the image library, the opportunity to pay subscriptions 
and order seeds and booklets, you will find lots of information about the society, 
local and specialist groups programmes and events. And a range of featured 
articles with new ones added each month.  Do you want to know about good 
plants for bees, or about phygelius, or be persuaded of the merits of 
lagerstroemia?  It's all there and much more.  Just click in the menu on BLOGS 
or scroll down the home page to the Featured Articles.     http://www.hardy-

plant.org.uk 

Colin Doughty – Web Master 
 

GROUPS AND THE NATIONAL SOCIETY 
I am sometimes asked two questions by members of local Groups:  ‘Why do I 
have to be a member of the national Hardy Plant Society to join a local Group?’ 
and ‘Why can’t I pay just one subscription for the national and local Group?’. 
Legal status 

It is helpful to understand the legal status of the HPS and local and special 
interest Groups.  The Hardy Plant Society is a charity registered with the 

Charity Commission.  This gives us certain benefits and requires us to report to 
the Charity Commission on the public benefit of our activities.  Groups which 
share a common interest in (some of) the HPS charity objects can register as a 
Group of the HPS.  The registered groups are separate legal entities and 
importantly they are not charities. Their financial arrangements, accounts, 
reserves and so on are entirely local matters. Accounts are sent to the office for 
information, not for approval. 
We approve Group constitutions as a condition of registration, but we do 
not own the Groups. Their liabilities are theirs and their assets are theirs; The 

Society arranges public liability insurance which covers meetings, outings, plant 
sales and other activities, but this is essentially 'ex gratia' not because of a 
formal obligation on our part.  
Taxation 

Organisations with a turnover exceeding the threshold (currently £85,000) are 
required to register for VAT.  The HPS is therefore VAT-registered and we pay 
VAT on the subscriptions which are collected.  Clearly the individual groups fall 
well below the threshold and are not required to register for VAT.  It is important 
to guard against the perception that the Groups ‘belong’ to the HPS and that 
they are subject to instruction and management centrally as VAT could 
potentially be levied on the sum of all of the Groups’ subscriptions as well as 
those of the national Society.   

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/


 

25 

 

This is why it is vital for HPS to maintain total independence of the Groups and 
a clear separation of the finances within our current arrangements and it is not 
possible for the subscriptions to be rolled-up and collected together. 
Public Benefit 

As a charity, we have to be able to demonstrate that we are delivering public 
benefit, which is why things like our educational displays at shows, our 
publications and bursaries are important.  The loss of charitable status would 
mean we were unable to benefit from the reduced VAT on subscriptions from 
20% to 8.3%, and we would no longer be able to reclaim Gift Aid. 

Cathy Rollinson 1 June 2017 

 
PAYING FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS, CORNUCOPIA, BOOKLETS 

AND SEEDS 

1. Standing Order   There is no cost to the Society or you if you use this 
method.  To set up a Standing Order for your subscription on the 1

st
 of January 

every year please ask the Administrator for a copy of the form. The 
Administrator can complete the standard form and send it to your home 
address. You then take it to your bank. 
2. Electronic Bank Transfer  This requires you to transfer money electronically 
from your bank account to the HPS bank account.  It involves no cost to you or 
the Society. However, when using this option you need to bear in mind a few 
points. The payment reference should be your surname & initial(s). This is 
particularly important if your surname is Smith, Jones, Williams or one of the 
other more common surnames!  It must always be followed by your six digit 
membership number. Your membership number appears on the address/carrier 
sheet that accompanies the HPS Newsletter or can be obtained from HPS 
Administrator. Please use Bank Sort Code: 40-11-60, a/c no: 30212407. 
3. Paypal  Thank you to all those who have started using this method of 
payment for annual subscription and seed orders. Payment for booklets is also 
now possible. The Society is charged for each of these transactions.  
Therefore, if you intend to pay for several services/goods at the same time, 
please combine them within one transaction to reduce on the sets of fees. 

4. Debit or Credit Card  For the Society these are the most expensive ways of 
paying for any product or service. Currently Debit card payments cost the 
Society around 2.7% per transaction and Credit cards attract a fee in excess of 
7%.  Please try and avoid using a direct Credit or Debit card payment via the 
Administrator: you can always pay by card using Paypal even if you don’t have 
a Paypal account. HPS is now levying £1 charge for those paying by credit 
card (this does not apply if you use your credit card via Paypal). 

5. Cheque  This method of payment is still available.   
Note  Members have enquired about Direct Debit: unfortunately, the Society 
does not currently have the necessary bank permissions to use this as a 
payment method.                                                      

Stuart Senior - Hon. Treasurer 
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Members are reminded that subscriptions fall due on 
1

st
 January each year. 

National membership is necessary for continued membership of a local or 
specialist group. 

    The subscription rates for 2018 are detailed below: 

I/we wish to renew my/our membership for 2018 (Mem No:  if known............. .... 

First Name/s.............................. Surname/s..................................................................

  

Postcode   ................................   Tel .................................................... 

Email . .................... .......... .......:................................ . . ................ 

I wish to renew my membership as follows:  
(please tick) 

Single £17.00  
…………………
. Joint (2 members at one address) £19.00  
……………….
… Cornucopia 2 Vols for 2015 £3.00  
…………………
.. 
……………….. 

Please disregard the subscription renewal option if this is paid by standing 

order.  PLUS a charge of £1 for credit card payments. 
If you wish to set up a standing order the form can be found on page 31 and on 

our website.  

Bank Transfer: Please use your membership number as the reference and send 
to HSBC Bank, Account Name: The Hardy Plant Society, Sort Code: 40 11 60    
Account No: 30212407 

OR: enclose a cheque payable to THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 

OR by credit/debit card: 
Card     _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _ / _ _ _ _  

Expiry date _ _ / _ _ Security Code (last 3 digits) _ _ _  

Your name as printed on card…………………………………………… 

Please print name and address clearly and send to  
The Hardy Plant Society, 15 Basepoint Business Centre. Crab Apple Way. 
Evesham, WR11 1GP. 

Gift Aid: Please complete if you are a UK tax payer. It is not necessary to complete 
the Gift Aid declaration annually. Please see our website for a form or contact the 
Administrator if you wish to check or change your Gift Aid status.  

www.hardy-plant.org.uk  tel: 01386 710317 
  

 
 
 
 
 

UK Subscription Renewal 2018 

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  
These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your request to 
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 mm) self-addressed 
envelope with the required number of loose 2nd class stamps: 

 1 for Bed and Breakfast – also on website in members’ area 

 2 for Gardens Open 

 4 for Register of Lecturers – also on website in members’ area 
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope. 
HPS Booklets – please use the order form in the newsletter. 
Back copies of The Hardy Plant – limited stock from 1957–1989 (black and white) 
@ £2.50; all issues from 1990–present (colour) @ £3.50; prices include p&p. Please 
email or telephone for an order form. 
Subscriptions  
Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription rates are 
£17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint 
membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members outside 
Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. Subscriptions should 
be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, 
Evesham, WR11 1GP. Credit or debit card payments can be taken over the phone. 
To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your future subscriptions by 
Standing Order through your bank or building society. You can request a form from 
the Administrator, by email or post, or download it from the website (‘Join the HPS’ 
on the Home Page). 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership renewals 
should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours (Monday to Friday 9.00 
am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the answering machine: 01386 710317. 

Sally Broome, Administrator 
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£  
(amount in words) 

 

 

        

STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
 
To ........................................................................Bank/Building Society 
 

Sort code ................................. 
Full postal address of bank/building society:........................................................ 
 
.............................................................................................................................. 
 
..........................................................................Post Code.................................. 
 
Please pay HSBC, 60 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TR 
Sort code 40 11 60 – for the credit of – 
The Hardy Plant society Account number  30212407 

 
Quoting REFERENCE number** 

 
 

** Your unique reference number is the first five characters of your 
surname and the last five digits of your membership number 
 

 
The sum 
of         

        
Commencing 1

st
 January 2018 and thereafter ANNUALLY on January 1

st
 

until you receive further notice in writing from me/us 
 
 
 
Account holder name/s 

Account number 
Name..............................................   Signature/s......................................... 
 
Address.............................................................. 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
..........................................................................  Date.................................. 
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR BANK 
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM 
Nov 2017 
 
The following booklets are available; post free, to members by Mail Order. 
 

Quantity Title Cost Total 

 Geraniums                              COLOUR £5.50  

 Peonies                                      COLOUR  £5.50  

 Astilbe, Bergenia & Rodgersia   COLOUR £3.00  

 Epimediums                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Euphorbias                                 COLOUR £3.00  

 Hostas                                        COLOUR £3.00  

 Penstemons                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Grasses £2.50  

 Umbellifers £2.50  

 Campanulas                                     SALE £1.00  

 Heucheras                                        SALE £1.00  

 Total of order   

 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………..... 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………… Postcode ………………………. 
 
I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society 
Or Please debit my debit/credit card by the sum of £…....................  
(Minimum order £10) 
 
 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date   Security Code    

 
Name as printed on card ...……………………………………………. 
 
Signature …………………………………............Date………………. 

 
Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 
 

 

ACER AT HOWICK ACER AT HOWICK 


