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We need more articles. Please do write something for us and 
send it to wasjsime@gmail.com

(1) Plant of the Month…. Erythronium hendersonii

             Erythronium hendersonii

The dens-canis varieties having faded, the other species and 
hybrids are coming into their own. I like them all, but my 
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favourite is E. hendersonii. It comes from a limited area in 
northern California and south west Oregon where it grows in 
open woodland. The colour varies from a pale to quite a dark 
lilac, but all have the same beautiful dark anthers. I bought ours 

       Erythronium hendersonii…. dark anthers

from Aberconwy nursery four years ago. It is planted in a fairly 
open site in a raised shade bed with good woodland soil, 
moisture and drainage. It has thrived, growing from a single 
stem to a sizeable clump. I plan to divide it this year. We 
happened to visit Aberconwy a week or so ago in search of 
alpines for our rockeries, and I asked about the division of E. 
hendersonii. They recommend that it is done in autumn, not in 
the green after flowering, which is often suggested for 
Erythroniums. It is a species with strongly contractile roots that 
every year pull the bulb deeper into the soil, so finding them 
may be difficult, particularly once the greenery has died down. 
However, I will give it a try and am looking forward to spreading 
it around the garden.
        



(2)  Deer-proof Rhododendrons… an interesting point from 
Diana Garner.

Elepidote rhododendrons, and some lepidotes, have the advantage of being 
disliked by deer. 

I found this statement on the Rhododendron Camelia and Magnolia Group  
(RCMG) website and if only I had read it earlier.  It explains why some of my 
rhododendrons have every leaf nibbled off them while the deer and 
muntjac totally ignore the plant next door.  The bald R. Greensleeves is 
neither whilst the R. sinogrande AGM next door is a elepidote.  Also on the 
RCMG website is a long list of all the elepidote rhododendrons which would 
be safer to plant if you do get trouble from wildlife in your garden.   

  

        



(3) Here is Walt’s latest update from Washington State 
together with a few spring time photos from his garden. 

Notes from Seattle – March/April 2016 

It’s an overwhelming time of the year trying to keep up with the 
explosion of garden tasks. Add in finding homes for all the new 
temptations that you couldn’t resist at the plant sales and the day is not 
long enough.  

Some recent additions for me include one of the climbing Aconitums, 
A. hemsleyanum. This is now at the base of a lacecap type, Hydrangea 
        



macrophylla ‘Blue Wave’. The two blues should reinforce each other 
along with contrasting textures. A nearby Hydrangea macrophylla 
‘Veitchii’ also has a new companion, a plant new to me: 
Tripterospermum sp. ‘HeHeHe’. This blue flowered Chinese Gentian 
relative received this crazy cultivar name from the three Hendriks of 
the Swedish Goteborg Botanic Garden.  

           Asarum maximum ‘Shell Shocked’ 

I couldn’t resist adding yet another Asarum, as the flowers were so 
large and striking in their black and white garb. Hope to keep the slugs 

        



away from Asarum maximum ‘Shell Shocked’ which is derived from 
A. maximum ‘Panda Ginger’. A slight amount of pale veining is 
evident; a nearby neighbor with very prominent veining is A. 
splendens.  

Added to the Pachysandra tribe is P. procumbens ‘Pixie Dragon’. With 
notably toothed leaves and tight flower clusters, this is a deciduous 
species that is regarded as a slow spreader but we’ll see how it 
behaves here. Pachysandra axillaris ‘Windcliff’ is just settling in under 
a large camellia where it can romp if it so chooses. Relegated to an 
outlying area is the quite vigorous P. terminalis. The variegated form 
never did take off for me and has disappeared.  

Ruscus x microglossus rounds out my two Ruscus species, being the 
hybrid between the parents R. aculeatus and R. hypoglossum. It’s also                

Erythronium revolutum 
        



planted in that toughest of sites, dry shade, so I don’t envision it 
spreading quickly at all. This is in a new bed of enriched soil after I 
took out an old black bamboo that was starting to need more control 
than I wanted to cope with. In the same bed are two more new 
plantings, Corydalis ellipticarpa and Anemone x lipsiensis. I had tried 
the Anemone once before but it may have suffered excess root 
competition from a large Thuja plicata.  
This Corydalis is a new species to me. It caught my eye on the sale 
table due to its erect thick deciduous stems rising a few inches above  

             Epimedium pubigerum 
        



             Fritillaria meleagris Whitw Form  

ground level. I’m to expect yellow flowers on 18” stems in June.  

If these succeed with me, expect some seed in the future! Here are a 
few photos of items blooming now.  

(4)  Nice Thugs 

I thought it might encourage a few more of you to contribute if we had 
a series on ‘Pleasant Thugs’ . By this I mean the sort of  robust, 
spreading plant that would be banished from the garden if it did not 
        



look good. I don’t like the term ‘ground-cover’. If you want to cover 
ground use paving slabs!. But we can all use some easy to grow but 
attractive plants in our shady areas. Please let me know which ones 
you like. 
I will start things off with one of mine: 

Oxalis oregana 

The genus Oxalis contains some real thugs. I have a running battle 
with a horrible little brown leaved, orange flowered thing that came 
into our garden in a pot of something or other from a local nursery. To 
begin with I thought it was quite pleasant but then I found out that it 
spread by both runner and seed, and now I find it everywhere!  O. 
oregana is not so bad. It runs, but I have never found seedlings. It is a 
charming plant from moist pine and redwood forests in the north west 
USA and British Colombia. It has pleasantly marked trefoil leaves and 
in spring produces charming pink flowers. There is a variety (var 
smalliana) which has slightly darker leaves and flowers of a more 
dusky pink. Both are easy and will spread freely in moist woodland  

        



Oxalis acetosella 

soil. Unless it is a very harsh winter the leaves are evergreen, although 
they will start to look tatty as the new ones come into growth and it is 
best given a haircut at this stage. Otherwise just leave it alone and 
enjoy it. The native tribes in the North West do eat the leaves as a      
        



Oxalis vegetable, but they contain oxalic acid and are best avoided 
unless you know how to prepare them. 
Whilst on the subject of Oxalis, I am also a fan of our native wood 
sorrel, Oxalis acetosella. It is a charming little woodlander. and I am 
sure that if it came from Setchuan we would all be queuing up to buy 
it from Crug!  

(5) Available Seed: 
If you are a paid up member of the Shade and Woodland Plant 
Group and would like any of the seeds listed below, please 
send a SAE to S.J.Sime, Park Cottage, Penley, Wrexham LL13 
0LS.
If you have woodland seed to donate, please send it to the 
same address.

Akebia quinata
Arisaema candidissimum
Arisaema ciliatum
Gentian asclepiadea
Geranium psilostemon
Kirengeshoma palmata

Actaea cordifolia ex ‘Blickfang’
Adenophora takadae var. howazana
Astilbe rivularis CC6857
Cardiocrinum giganteum var yunannense
Cornus capitata
Fothergilla major Monticola Group
Hydrangea paniculata ex ‘Tender Rose’
Iochroma australis (both blue and white forms)
Phytolacca japonica
Disporopsis aspersa
Abies koreana

        



(6) Shade Charade 

Guess the species.  
Two words. 
First word, five syllables 
    1st syllable: weep 
    2nd syllable: scatter seed 
    3rd syllable:  a bad tempered organ 
    4th syllable: masculine pronoun 
    5th syllable: machine noise 
Second word , four syllables 
    1st syllable: a waterproof coat 
    2nd syllable:  fish eggs 
    3rd syllable: a collection of related documents 
    4th syllable: more machine noise 
The solution to last month’s puzzle was carex greyi, an interesting 
plant from woodland in North America. The flower spikes are 
uninteresting, but the seed heads give it its common name of ‘Mace 
Sedge’ as they look like that particular medieval weapon. It is easy 

from seed and makes a good addition to a woodland bed. I’m sorry it 
is such a poor photo. It was a dull day in heavy shade!
        


