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Plant of the Month
Joe Sime
The garden is in a state of shock, recovering from a thick blanket of snow and low
temperatures it has not experienced since 2010. There is no blossom, and so what
enjoyment there is comes from the interesting foliage re-emerging from its blanket.
Unfortunately these are mostly plants that have already featured in this section in the
past: Euonymus ‘Wolong Ghost’, Fatsia ‘Spider’s Web’ etc. The Arum italicum
varieties in particular are looking good. I tried to increase the range that I grow,
buying several named varieties from Julian Sutton, and I planted them out last
spring. Unfortunately they were all immediately dug up and devoured by something
(probably squirrels). I have never lost arums to pests before. I think I must just have
timed the planting when other food sources were in short supply.
One point of interest at the moment that we have not covered before is the variety of
leaf shapes in the evergreen Epimediums. Below are photographs of four that I like.
‘Domino’ is a Darrell Probst hybrid. It is
relatively tall and forms a wide clump. The
flowers are a white and purplish-pink
bicolour - a good ‘doer’.

‘The Giant’ is an unknown species
discovered by Darrell Probst near
Chongquing, China. The plant stake in the
picture is needed to hold up the 4 ft tall
sprays of yellow flowers. When originally
launched a few years ago you would have
had to pay $500 for a plant. I’m glad to say
it is a lot cheaper now!

E. wushanense nova spiny-leaved form
cc014631 is another Probst selection that
is worth a place for its foliage.

Finally the leaf of E. simplicifolium cc
031207. This is quite unique in having a
single basal leaflet. It is still quite rare in
cultivation.

Fall 2017 Notes from Seattle: The latest from Walt
It pays not to become complacent. Seattle weather had been wonderfully mild going
into fall. I had been able to get quite a photographic collection of autumn coloration
of deciduous trees and shrubs in preparation for an upcoming talk. Occasional rains
would interrupt the process but then came an early and unexpected blast of frigid air
from the interior of British Columbia. Snow showers and freezing nights had me
scurrying to shift tender plants into my small greenhouse and to winterize the
irrigation system. The long-range weather models just got things wrong this time it
seems.
Tons of leaves have come down but many more are yet to fall. Alders, cottonwoods
and sweetgums are amongst the last, often well into January. Beds need attention
but it doesn’t pay to spend much time in trying to get them pristine yet so you
concentrate on getting out the worst offenders of the moment.

Acer macrophyllum commonly known here
as the Big-leaf Maple lives up to its name
with leaves averaging 9-12” across; the
record locally is 27” across.

Small leaved groundcovers and dwarf plants need
constant attention at this time of year. The Western
Red Cedars drop obliging small sized needles that
can be used as an automatic acidic mulch as seen in
my driveway. Earlier, the combination of orange and
green on the trees is in keeping with the Halloween
colors seen in advertisements and costumes.
The ground is still warm enough to plant bulbs in and
so a number of late ordered tulips went in this week,
some in large pots for deck and patio display, some
into the ground. Transplanting will continue as long
as it’s not too cold. I’ve given up on being successful
with blueberries and so I’m making over that bed and
turning it over to a batch of plants that have been in
pots overly long. Ready to plant are the tangerinecolored Hedychium ‘Tara’, Heteromeles arbutifolia, Pittosporum parviflorum,
Helichrysum angustifolium, Leptospermum
scoparium ‘Rose Glow’, Adenophora khasiana,
Agastache ‘Tango’, Veronica ‘Charlotte’, Salvia
lemmonii, Carex solanderi and two grasses
(Miscanthus sinensis ‘Malepartus’, and
Schizachrium scoparium ‘Standing Ovation’).
In the dappled light of a Photinia villosa, both the
Actaea pachypoda (previously A. alba) and Aruncus
aesthusifolius ‘Nana’ continue to perform well year
after year.

Nearby is an Epimedium wushanense that is
expanding such that it needs dividing this winter. I had
given up on a winter dieback of a Myrsine africana
some years ago but it surprised me by coming back
from root sprouts and is now engulfed by the
epimedium. I’ll leave them be as the contrasting
foliage adds to their mutual interest.

‘Yet Another Hydrangea’
Joe Sime
As you may guess I often have difficulty finding items to flesh out Shade Monthly.
You may also have worked out that I am addicted to hydrangeas. So, combining
these two, I have decided that the best way to find a fill-in item is to talk about ‘Yet
Another Hydrangea’.
Firstly some general comments:
Most species and varieties will grow well in shade, and certainly will prefer moist
shade to a dry sunny site. Flowering will be best with some sunshine, but many will
still produce some flowers even in quite deep shade. Most require summer moisture
and no winter water-logging, although some species (eg. paniculata) are more
tolerant of a dry site than are others (eg. macrophylla). The main enemy of
hydrangeas is late frost which can cut them down to the ground. Again some species
(eg. paniculata) are very hardy whilst some others (eg. macrophylla ) can be
particularly sensitive. All make good understory shrubs for the woodland garden.
We will start with an all round good doer, H.
serrata ‘Kiyosumi’. H. serrata comes from
Japan and Korea, where it is known as the
‘Mountain Hydrangea’. Being from the
mountains it is adapted to cold spring
temperatures and late frost so fares better in
this respect than H. macrophylla. ‘Kiyosumi’
was found on a mountain of the same name.

It is an upright shrub to about four feet. The
new foliage is bronze, and the lace cap flowers
have sterile florets that open white with a pink
edge. Once the flowers are fertilised, these
florets twist over on their stalks and turn red. In
autumn the leaves turn red. It is an excellent
plant giving a good show throughout the year.
It will get a bit straggly after a few years, but
responds well to pruning. No garden should be
without one!

Available Seed
If you would like some of the seed offered below, please send a SAE to S.J.Sime,
Park Cottage, Penley, Wrexham LL13 0LS.
If you have seed to donate, please send it to the same address
Arisaema candissimum
Cardiocrinum giganteum var. yunnanense
Cercidiphyllum japonicum
Fritillaria camschatcensis
Gentiana tibetica
Incarvillia delavayi
Iris douglasiana
Iris hookeri
Iris setosa var. arctica
Iris sp. Trout River
Lilium lijiangense
Lilium lophophotum (large flowered)
Lilium mackliniae
Lilium mackliniae from Nagaland
Liriodendron tulipifera
Notholirion bulbifera
Notholirion macrophyllum
Primula veris hybrids
Primula vialii
Pterostyrax corymbosa
Sisyrinchium macrocarpum
Tricyrtis hirta
Trillium albidum ex cream form
Trillium chloropetalum
Trillium chloropetalum ex red form
Clethra monostachya
Hydrangea aspera ex ‘Bellevue’
Hydrangea heteromalla Breschneideri Group
Hydrangea paniculata ex ’Tender Rose’
Hydrangea serrata subsp. yezoense
Kirengeshoma palmata
Rhododendron yakusianum

Introducing the Shade and Woodland Plants
Facebook Page
If you enjoy Shade Monthly you may like to take a look at the Shade & Woodland
Plant Group's Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/HPS-Shade-WoodlandGroup-849344638531856/. This can be seen by the general public as well as our
members, and is a way of showing the sort of plants we grow.
We are hoping to show a succession of photographs of shade plants (individually or
in groupings) through the seasons with a brief description and comments. Anybody
is welcome to post photographs if you have a Facebook account and to add your
comments and replies.
Do let us know if you have any suggestions for future use of this resource as many
of us are Facebook novices.
Please remember that photographs are protected by copyright. We are happy to use
your own images, but you must ask permission of the owner before using anyone
else’s photographs. Any individuals appearing in photographs should be asked for
their permission to use those images on social media, and permission should be
obtained from the garden-owner if the photograph was taken anywhere other than
your own garden. Any copyright infringement is liable to prosecution.

Name this Plant
Joe Sime
Name this Plant T******* c************
‘Herb, perennial,Rhizomes ± erect, brownish, somewhat compressed-thickened,
superficially bulblike, praemorse, not brittle. Scapes 1–3, green, round in cross
section, 2–6.5 dm, robust. Bracts held well above ground, sessile (narrowing of bract
blade may give bract subsessile appearance); blade densely to weakly mottled in
dark brownish green, mottling becoming more obscure to absent as bract matures,
broadly ovate, 7–17.6 × 7.4–17.7 cm, not glossy, apex obtuse-rounded. Flower
erect, odor roselike, spicy; sepals spreading-ascending above bracts, green,
lanceolate, 35–65 × 7–12 mm, margins entire, flat, apex obtusely rounded; petals
long-lasting, erect, connivent, ± concealing stamens and ovary, yellow, bronze,
maroon, brown, deep purple, reddish brown, pink, dark purplish red, purplish bronze,
rarely greenish white, not spirally twisted, veins not engraved, oblanceolate to
obovate, 6.5–10 × 1.5–2.5 cm, thick-textured, base cuneate, margins entire, apex
variably acute to almost truncate, erose; stamens erect, purplish, 17–26 mm;
filaments purple, ca. 4 mm, widest at base, much shorter than anther sacs; anthers
erect, straight, ± purple-brown, 13–22 mm, dehiscence introrse; connectives purple,
straight, extended ca. 1–1.5 mm beyond anther sacs; ovary purple, ovoid, 6-angled,
6–12 mm; stigmas small, divergent or erect, distinct, purple, subulate, 4–8 mm, not
fleshy. Fruits red-purple.'

The plant in the November issue was
Tricyrtis formosana. This is a relatively easy
toad lily, not quite as susceptible to molluscs
as many of the other species.

From the editor…
Joe Sime
In these cold dark months it is difficult to fill these pages. Please sort out some
photos from last summer, scribble a few words and tell us about gardens you have
visited or plants you have admired in the last year. Send contributions to
wasjsime@gmail.com.

A message from the Membership Secretary
Tony Bays
Membership subscriptions for 2018 are due on January 1st. Thank you if you have
already renewed. If not, and you received an invitation to renew from me in
December, please let me have your subscription shortly to ensure that you continue
to receive Shade Monthly. If you didn’t receive a renewal notice from me, it will
normally be because you are already paid up until at least the end of 2018.
Occasionally emails go astray or end up in spam, so I will send a further reminder as
necessary later this month. If you have any queries, please contact me at
tony.bays@btinternet.com.
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