
 

 

 

 

 
Plant of the Month: Thalictrum ichangense 

Joe Sime 
 

 
This is a charming little plant from woods and scrub in Western China. It is fairly 
small, growing only to about 30 cm. The flowers are typical ‘pom-poms’ similar to 
those of T. aquilegifolium. They are said to be white but I find them to be pale purple. 
However it is the leaves that sell the plant. These are compound, the leaflets oval, 
about 3 cm long with a light coloured central ‘stripe’. The colour of the leaflets seems 
to vary from plant to plant from light green to purple-tinted. I bought both types a 
couple of years ago under just the species name but I notice that named varieties 
are becoming available which differentiate between these forms. I planted the two 
together in good woodland soil in part shade. They have thrived, and are self-
seeding gently. 
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What’s giving pleasure at the moment? 
 
A note on the garden in June by Helen Mount 
 
Wandering around the garden in between showers (welcome after quite a hot spell) 

prompted thoughts about some of the ‘good doers’. 

Although the garden is fairly large (around an acre in total) one shrub which was in 

the garden when the house was purchased 10 years ago has turned into a small tree 

around 10ft tall and could be considered for providing shade in a much smaller 

garden.  The shrub in question is Viburnum opulus which started to show its 

greenish flowers nearly 3 weeks ago and these have subsequently become a mass 

of white snowballs.   

 

Viburnum sargentii ‘Onondaga’ is an additional good stalwart – one of which is 

growing in almost total dry shade and the second in full sun.  

 

 

 

 



Another small and fairly 

slow-growing tree with a 

pleasing form and 

already in the garden is 

Crataegus prunifolia.  It 

is still slightly shorter 

than the Viburnum even 

after 10 years under my 

ownership and guess it 

must be about 20 years 

old.  It has a rounded 

canopy, clusters of 

hawthorn-white flowers 

followed by very large 

red haws loved by birds 

and takes on lovely 

golden bronze autumn 

colour.  The only disadvantage discovered in the last few days, apart from rather 

vicious, long thorns, is the smell of the flowers.  Maybe it was overpowering because 

the weather was hot and humid as I’ve never noticed it before but there was the 

distinct, strong whiff of a urinal about it. 

The Crataegus is on the left of the picture, Viburnum on the right. 

 

On to a few of more pleasurable delights of the moment.  Paeonia veitchii is showing 

its lovely white flowers set off against the finely cut foliage and another ‘good-doer’ of 

the shade garden, growing in quite heavy shade against a neighbouring Leylandii 

hedge is Silene fimbriata which I would not be without. 

 

 



 

 

Seems to be a bit of a white-flowered theme 

above so the last plant to mention is Aconitum 

napellus subsp. napellus Anglicum Group 

(previously A. anglicum).  What a fantastic 

foliage plant even if this wasn’t followed by 

the spikes of blue, hooded flowers. 

What’s giving you pleasure in your shady 

garden or patch at the moment? 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Louise’s epimediums 

 
A couple of years ago Louise Sims got Epimedium seed from our group scheme. 

Last year she sent in photos of the germinated seedlings. Here they are one year on. 

She says, ‘At one stage in early spring, they were badly attacked by slugs, I was 

caught napping! All doing well now.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seed of named species or varieties is available again this year. Remember that 

epimediums are obligate out-breeders, so the seedlings will probably be hybrids. 

 



Not another hydrangea: Hydrangea scandens subsp. 

chinensis f. angustipetala  ‘Golden Crane’ syn. ‘Monlonhshou’ 

Joe Sime 

 

This plant was a gift from the Shade Group committee in thanks for opening our 

garden for the AGM two years ago. It is a superb form and increasing in popularity 

(one supplier in 2015, 2 in 2016, 3 last year and 4 this year). 

It is from seed collected by Dan Hinkley in Sechuan (DJHC0499) and was introduced 

to the UK by Crûg Farm Nurseries, the original supplier. It has finely serrated, semi-

evergreen leaves. My plant was evergreen in the winter of 2016-17 but deciduous 

last winter, however this did not set back the growth.  The lace cap flowers are large, 

the central fertile ones starting green and fading to white. The large sterile florets 

have four, deeply serrated, pure white petals. It flowers for us in late May and goes 

on into August. We have found it easy to please in a part shaded site with some sun. 

Cuttings take easily and it sets seed. We already have cuttings planted out and 

seedlings growing on in the tunnel. 

It is also said to have scented flowers, but I think this is a bit of an exaggeration… 

they are scented for a hydrangea… but that is not saying much. 

It is still a bit expensive, but it is worth it! 

 

 



Available Seed 

 
If you would like some of the seed offered below, please send a SAE to S.J.Sime, 
Park Cottage, Penley, Wrexham LL13 0LS.  
 
If you have seed to donate, please send it to the same address 
 
Arisaema taiwanense f. cinereum BSWJ3602 
Arisaema candissimum 
Cardiocrinum giganteum var yunnanaense 
Pterostyrax corymbosa 
Sisyrinchium macrocarpum 
Tricyrtis hirta 
Clethra monostachya 
Hydrangea aspera ex ‘Bellevue’ 
Hydrangea heteromalla Bretschneideri Group 
Hydrangea paniculata ex 'Tender Rose' 
Hydrangea serrata subsp. yezoense 
Kirengeshoma palmata 
Rhododendron yakusianum 
Epimedium species: varieties from named seed parent 
Erythronium hendersonii 

 
 
 
Name this Plant   

Joe Sime 
 
Name this plant T************ c*********** 
 
“Herbs , 0.5-1.5 m. Rhizome with fascicles of fibrous roots. Stems 1-several, erect, 
usually unbranched below inflorescence, 0.5-1.5 m, glabrous or glabrate. Leaves: 
basal leaves with petiole to 4.5dm, blade 1-3(-4) dm wide, lobe apex acute; cauline 
leaves reduced toward apex of stem. Inflorescences: peduncle 1-8dm; pedicel 
densely pubescent with minute, hooked trichomes. Flowers: stamens white, 5-10 
mm. Utricles papery, veins prominent along angles and on 2 adaxial faces. 2 n =16. 
Flowering summer. Wooded seepage slopes, stream banks, bogs, rarely prairies or 
bluffs, western spruce-fir forests and subalpine meadows. Western USA” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
The solution to last month’s puzzle was Lilium 
nepalense. This is a beautiful lily, growing to about 
3 ft with pendant, greenish-white flowers with deep 
maroon throats. I have tried to grow it twice in the 
open garden but it has never lasted longer than a 
year or two. It is best planted in a pot in a cool 
greenhouse and moved out to the border in the 
spring. It is a typical Asian woodlander in needing 
moisture in the spring and summer and good 
drainage in the winter. It is stoloniferous and often 
pops up a foot or so from where you think you 
planted it.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/HPS-Shade-Woodland-Group-849344638531856/ 
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