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Plant of the Month: Arisaema consanguineum ‘The Perfect Wave’
Joe Sime

Forms of Arisaema with silvered leaf markings occur in the wild and have entered
cultivation a few times. In the past I have tried a couple labelled simply as ‘silver
leafed form’ but both struggled for a couple of years and then gave up the ghost.
‘The Perfect Wave’ is a named selection made by Ellen Hornig, a well known nursery
woman from the USA. I bought one in 2013 from Julian Sutton at the very
reasonable price of £4.00 (I have seen prices up to £20.00 online). It has been slow
to grow, having finally reached about 2 ft after 5 years. It is said the reach up to 4 ft.
It has been worth the wait making a fine show in late summer.
It tends to rise late, usually not showing itself before June. Mine has yet to flower and
fruit, but sources on the net say that it comes true from seed. It is planted in a good
rich woodland soil in shade, but with a high canopy giving good diffuse light.

Another Plant of the Month: Astilboides tabularis
Colin Crews

Astilboides tabularis is a bold and impressive plant for a moist shady spot. It is native
to northern China and is the only species of its genus, being known formerly as
Rodgersia tabularis.

Its most impressive feature is its
large bright green leaves that are
held on long stems. The simple
leaves are almost perfectly round
and are flat with slightly toothed
scalloped edges and a rough matt
surface. They measure over 50 cm in
diameter and 90 cm tall on a mature
plant and are attached to the stalk at
their centre, giving an umbrella like
appearance. Those in the picture are
showing some signs of age as the
end of their season approaches.

The plant sends up straight flower stems of
about 150 cm in July. Panicles of star
shaped flowers 25 cm long are held atop
the stems and tend to droop as their
weight increases. They resemble those of
Astilbe, being creamy white and later given
a pink tinge by the tiny red fruits.
Astilboides tabularis grows best in partial
shade with moist rich soil, where it grows
slowly from a short rhizome to form over
several years a clump over 150 cm in
diameter. The leaves can be scorched by
exposure to sun and damaged by strong
winds. The plant looks at its best in at the
edge of water in partial shade but makes a
dramatic specimen plant in any suitable
location. It requires little attention beyond
removal of leaves as they become shabby
in autumn and winter. It is best propagated
by division of the rhizome in spring.

HPS Shade and Woodland Group Visit to Brian and Sue
Dockerill’s Garden
Pete and Julie Williams
After an introductory talk with slides, we had the privilege of visiting Sue and Brian’s
garden as part of the Group’s Annual General Meeting’s programme this year in
Pontypridd, South Wales.
In the introduction, a slide illustrated how the extensive tree coverage prevented a
bird’s eye view of the features and general layout of the site. On the ground however
it was a different story. They had bought the house and garden some forty years ago
in a very neglected state. However, apart from general restoration to both over the
years, they had been able to make substantial additions to the extent of the site on
two occasions, in 1982 and 1997, which included some mature trees and two stone
walls. Brian said the composition of the soil structure was generally ”interesting”,
consisting of a very shallow layer of topsoil over a yellow clay and rock subsoil.
Over the years various structural engineering problems had been overcome and a
small “stream” created. The overall aim had been to create a garden with a not too
formal layout, in other words, very much a woodland garden. The very high rainfall in
that area (normally about five and a half feet a year) provides its own challenges, not
least a high slug population! Creation of a small semi-formal lawn area had not been
a total success, partly because of the shade and the choice of the “wrong” species of
grass seed. In another area moss had produced an interesting Japanese effect.
Ferns were a strong and suitable choice of plant genera throughout the garden and
the creation of a specialist fern house added extra interest and the opportunity to
diversify the range into the more difficult genera and species. Brian and Sue are
especially into the propagation of the fern family and are particularly entrusted with
that task by the Fern Society. A number of other exotic and less hardy genera and
species are grown in further glass houses and protecting micro-climate small spaces
near to the house. Apart from these specialised areas of plant interest and a number
of fine specimen trees, other genera particularly noted included a range of
rodgersias, hardy geraniums, rhododendrons, thalictrums, hydrangeas, a Ribes
speciosa, an indigofera, a black elder, bamboos, a fan palm and lots more. All in all,
a shade and woodland plant lovers’ paradise, embellished by lots of little nooks and
crannies in which to sit and contemplate it all.

Some more good Gardens in Scotland
Tim Longville
Can I add two further far north recommendations to Chris Parkin's recommendation
of the garden at Cluny House (which I heartily endorse: where else will you see
Arisaema elephas self-seeding and paths moved in order to preserve colonies of
rare but in Cluny's remarkable micro-climate self-seeding primulas?).
These are the recommendations:
(1) Jane Rice's garden at Dundonnell House by Little Loch Broom;
(2) Will Soos and Susan Pomeroy's garden at 2 Durnamuck, also Little Loch
Broom. (Will is the gardener at Dundonnell House and used to be at Inverewe,
as was Susan. [Will was in charge of the walled garden at Inverewe.
Shamefully, I've forgotten where Susan worked.]) Both Dundonnell and
Durnamuck - being in out of the way places with low levels of population, so not
troubled/blessed by masses of visitors on specific open days - are open 'by
arrangement' throughout the season. Contact details are on the Scotland's
Gardens website.

Available Seed
If you would like some of the following seed and are a paid up member of the Shade
Group send a S.A.E to S.J. Sime at Park Cottage, Penley, Wrexham, LL13 0LS.
Please include your email address in case there is a query. If you have seed to
donate please send it to the same address.
Actaea asiatica
Actaea spicata
Actaea rubra
Triosteum pinnatifidum
Triosteum erthrocarpum
Sinopodophyllum hexandrum f. chinense
Podophyllum aurantiocaule
Paris quadrifolia
Diphyllea cymosa
Trillium ovatum f. hibbersonii
Epimedium from named species/varieties
Erythronium hendersonii
Erythronium ex ‘Margaret Mathew’
Cardamine kitaibelii
Tiarella polyphylla
Jeffersonia diphylla
Vancouveria hexandra
Helleborus foetidus ex ‘Gold Bullion’
Stylophorum diphyllum
Stylophorum lasiocarpum
Impatiens arguta ‘Alba’
Rheum australe
Hydrophyllum virginianum

Name this plant
Name this Plant: A******* t********
‘Plants dioecious. Rhizome cylindric, 4-10 × 2-4 cm. Cataphylls 2 or 3, reddish
brown, inner one to 15 cm. Leaf solitary; petiole pale green, not spotted, 15-50 cm,
base forming pseudostem, 1-1.5 cm in diam.; leaf blade 3-foliolate; leaflets with
petiolules 1-1.5 cm, pale green with narrow red margin, not spotted; central leaflet
dull adaxially, ovate or oblong, 11-13 × 4-7 cm, base cuneate, apex acuminate or
acute; lateral leaflets obliquely oblong to lanceolate, larger than central leaflet, 13-16
× 4.5-6.5 cm, base strongly oblique (one side cuneate, other deeply cordate), apex
abruptly shortly acuminate. Peduncle whitish with tiny brown dots, much shorter than
petioles, 2.5-10 cm. Spathe dark purple, with whitish longitudinal lines; tube cylindric,
4-10 × 1-3 cm, throat margins obliquely truncate, slightly outcurved; limb arching
over spadix, oblong-lanceolate, 8-20 × 6-8 cm, margins narrowly recurved, apically
gradually acuminate, drooping. Spadix unisexual; female zone subconic, ca. 1.7 ×
1.2 cm; ovary obovoid; stigma sessile, punctate; male zone cylindric, ca. 2.5 cm × 5
mm; male flowers purple; synandria of 3-5 stamens; connected filaments distinct;
thecae dehiscing by a single horseshoe-shaped slit. Appendix pink to dark purple,
very narrowly conic, filiform distally, 20-80 cm, base to 8 mm in diam., narrowed into
a stipe ca. 1 cm. Fruiting peduncle erect. Berries red, obovoid-obconic, angulate. Fl.
Apr-Jun, fr. Oct.
Broad-leaved forests; 2400-2800 m. S Xizang [Bhutan, NE India, Nepal].’

Last month's plant was Euonymus fortunei. It is too well known to spend much time
describing it. I think this is one of the hardest working species in the garden. It
comes in such a variety of leaf shapes, sizes and colours. It will form a small bush,
ground cover or a woody climber. It is happy
in bright sun or deep shade. I grow several
varieties and include some photos of my
favourites below.

E. fortunei ‘Variegatus’ climbing into a
Cherry Tree

E. fortunei ‘Gold Spot’ as a
small shrub

E. fortunei ‘Kewensis’ will eventual
twine around itself to form tufts

E. fortunei ‘Wolong Ghost’ as
ground cover.
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