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CHAIR'S REPORT 2018
As I write this report in the lull between Christmas and the New Year, it is
odd to think that by the time you read these words it will be February with
the days lengthening and signs of Spring all around. There is almost no
time to draw breath and review the year that has passed, but 2018 has
been a busy and productive one although not always easy for gardeners.
The 'Beast from the East' brought freezing temperatures and heavy snow
at the beginning of March and further snowfall at the end of the month
threatened to disrupt the AGM in Devon, but fortunately the main roads
were clear and the sun shining when members gathered in Tiverton.
The AGM, organised by the Devon Group, was well attended and six new
Trustees were appointed filling all the vacancies, as well as a new
Marketing and Publicity Manager. Cathy Rollinson stepped down after 3
years as Chairman and was thanked for her work on behalf of the Society.
There was soon an intense period of activity preparing for the changes to
data protection regulation that involved both National and Local Groups in
reviewing the responsible storage of personal data. There has also been
some progress made towards updating our office IT systems, perhaps not
as far forward as hoped, but it is important to make the right decisions.
Local and Special Interest Groups hosted a variety of lecture days through
the year and these provided a focus for members from across the UK to
meet up and share their love of plants. A great range of speakers both
entertained and educated members and guests. One of the privileges of
being Chairman is the chance to read the Local Group Newsletters and it is
astonishing to discover the range of activities on offer as well as some
really interesting articles. This is reflected by the increasing popularity of
Cornucopia, a selection of the best, published twice yearly.
Local Groups staged some lovely displays at Shows across the country,
demonstrating a wonderful range of hardy perennials and providing
excellent advertising for the work of the HPS. Worcestershire and Cheshire
& Friends Groups were both awarded Silver at RHS Malvern and Tatton
Park respectively, with West Yorkshire awarded Silver-Gilt at both Spring
and Autumn Harrogate Shows and many other Groups represented the
Society at flower shows and plant fairs. While it is lovely to gain awards for
our efforts, the opportunity to talk to the public about what we do, sharing
our love of growing hardy perennials, is a pleasure and a privilege and
attracts new members. There is an impressive line-up of Shows for 2019 so
do go along and support the teams.
Then a long, long, very hot and very dry summer - no lazing in the sun for
HPS members as we struggled to keep up with watering or resigned
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ourselves to seeing our gardens turn brown with no appreciable rain until
autumn. But with amazing resilience, plants rallied and gave us beautiful
autumn colour; it will be interesting to record which plants coped well and
which succumbed.
The difficult conditions did not deter the keen propagators in the
Conservation Scheme and there was a remarkable choice of plants brought
to the annual meeting and Plant Exchange in September. These have gone
out to growers in participating Local Groups to grow on in their gardens,
make observations about their performance and growing requirements and
propagate for future exchanges. Five new plants have been added to the
Scheme and will be trialled during the coming year. New Groups and
growers are always welcome as well as suggestions of plants that deserve
to be more widely grown.
I attended the Group Secretaries Meeting in October and found the small
group discussions facilitated an interesting exchange of ideas between
Local Groups as well as providing the opportunity to talk about the work of
Postholders and Trustees. Marian Goody gave a very comprehensive
account of the Seed Distribution and I spoke about the Conservation
Scheme.
We are delighted to have new Groups Coordinators, Keith and Lois Scott,
who bring their combined experience to the role.
The future of the Seed Distribution is now secure with a new Manager,
Diane Puncheon, and new volunteers from Norfolk & Suffolk to assist
those who have dedicated considerable time and effort each year into
making the Seed Distribution such a success. We are very grateful to those
who have worked to ensure that this year's Distribution has continued
according to schedule. Remaining seed is made available to HPS Groups
for distribution to the public at shows and events and is always a talking
point. Charities can also request seed and we receive many lovely
messages of thanks each year.
The Seed Distribution has inspired a new collection of approximately 2000
seed images, a remarkable achievement and a great help in identifying
seed correctly. In addition, the RHS kindly gave us access to the electronic
Plant Finder and this has enabled Brian Hackett and Colin Doughty to
update and correct the names in the Image Library. This is a wonderful
resource for the Society and also available to the public, so as you look
through your photos from last year do check to see if you have images we
could add to the collection. And please consider entering the Photo
Competition 2019 - we've moved the closing date back to December.
Two new booklets have been added to the range of publications, Ferns by
Neil Timm and Hardy Garden Chrysanthemums by Judy Barker - both are
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excellent and selling well. A revised version of Pulmonarias is expected
early in the new year.
The Kenneth Black Bursary Scheme is growing, with more bursaries
distributed this year from a wider range of applicants. You can read reports
from the recipients on the website and two outstanding accounts will be
published in the Spring Journal. Anna Peacock is to be congratulated on
her efforts to publicise the Scheme.
The HPS website also hosts a number of blogs, you can see a selection on
the home page, and they provide fascinating accounts of the author's
gardens and areas of interest. Margaret Stone has been sharing her
garden each month with us over the past 3 years, but has decided to take a
break - her last post from December shows the snowdrop season to be well
underway. I'm looking forward to following the seasons with our new
blogger, Nadine Mitschunas, on her wildlife allotment (where the wildlife
can enjoy her creative planting) and there are other regular and occasional
contributions too.
Many members will be aware that the Evesham Office was closed for a
short period in the autumn and has been operating on reduced hours since
then. Sally Broome's long-term partner died suddenly and following a
period of leave she decided that it was time for a change of direction. We
thank her for her support over the years and know that she will be missed.
Clare Powell also needed a period of planned leave, but is now back and
taking on extra hours to cover the busy period of membership renewals and
seed orders.
Pam Ratcliffe has been editor of the HPS Journal, The Hardy Plant, since
the Autumn 2004 issue and sadly Spring 2019 will be her last. For many
the Journal is the most important aspect of membership and under Pam's
guidance it has become a very well respected publication in the
horticultural world, with articles covering a wide range of topics written by
both professionals and amateurs. I'm sure you will join me in expressing
our thanks for her remarkable contribution and acknowledge also the part
played by others who help behind the scenes with proof-reading.
We have nominations to fill the Trustee vacancies in 2019, but new
volunteers are always needed. I would still like to find someone willing to
take over the running of the Conservation Scheme and Brian Hackett
would like to hear from anyone interested in becoming Image Librarian as
he reaches the end of his time in post this year.
One of my favourite Christmas cards was a photograph of a gorgeous
camellia flowering in December in the garden of our President Roy
Lancaster, and I would like to thank him for his continuing support. Our
Ambassadors also help to promote the work of the HPS and Matthew
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Wilson and Val Bourne will be speaking at HPS Worcestershire Group's
Ambassador's Day in April (details on the website and in this newsletter).
In the latter part of the year I accepted invitations to meet several local
groups to talk about the Conservation Scheme and all things HPS and I'm
keen to visit as many Groups as I can during my term of office. I hope to
see a good attendance at the AGM in March, hosted by the East Yorkshire
Group and meet up with old friends and new members. If you have not
been to the Annual Lecture Day and AGM before, then why not make a
resolution to attend in 2019? In early May there is also West Yorkshire’s
Magic of Plants conference.
Finally, I would like to thank all Hardy Plant Society Officers, Trustees,
Postholders, Local and Special Interest Group Committees and especially
our members for their enthusiasm in making the Society such a vibrant and
welcoming organisation. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter, keep an eye
on the website and use your Newsletters to make the most of your
membership this year.

Jan Vaughan
THE 62nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The 62nd Annual General Meeting of members of the Hardy Plant Society
will be held at Bishop Burton College, York Road, Bishop Burton,
Beverley, HU17 8QG on Saturday 30 March 2019 starting at 1.30pm.
The AGM will form part of the Society’s Annual Lecture Day (ALD), but
attendance at the ALD is not a condition of attendance at the AGM. If you
wish to attend the AGM only there will be no charge. Members wishing to
tender apologies for absence may do so via the Administrator or the
Honorary Secretary.
Agenda
To receive apologies for absence
1. To approve the minutes of the 61st Annual General Meeting held on
Saturday 24 March 2018 (as printed in the July 2018 edition of the
Newsletter) as a correct record.
2. To consider any matters arising from the minutes of the 2018 AGM.
3. To receive and adopt the Chair’s Annual Report.
4. To receive and adopt the Treasurer’s Financial Report.
5. To elect a Chair of the Society.
Standing for re-election as Chair: JAN VAUGHAN
Proposer: Derek Cooper
Seconder: Keith Scott
6. To elect the following Officers of the Society.
Standing for re-election as Vice-Chair:
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LINDA CROWTHER

Proposer: Sue Lander
Seconder: Margot Grice
Standing for re-election as Honorary Treasurer: STUART SENIOR
Proposer: Roy Stickland
Seconder: Lady Rosemary
FitzGerald
Standing for re-election as Honorary Secretary: JUDI DEAKIN
Proposer: Yvonne Morecroft
Seconder: Jan Vaughan
7. To elect the following as Trustees of the Society
The following nominations to serve for the period 2019 – 2023 have been
received:
SALLY ADAMS
Proposer: Linda Crowther
Seconder: Margot Grice
COLIN CUTLER
Proposer: Gwen Beales
Seconder: Alistair Johnston
DIANE PUNCHEON
Proposer: Anna Peacock
Seconder: Keith Scott
LORRAINE SHEPHERD
Proposer: Lynn Ronayne- Belhadj
Seconder: Marcelle Maloney
8. To consider a recommendation from Trustees that Annual General
Meetings should be able to be held later in the year and if agreed, to
approve the following amendments to the Constitution:
6, a.
delete ‘end of March’ and insert ‘1st October’
6, a. i delete ‘for the current year’
6, e.
delete ‘before 31st December’ and replace with ‘not less
than 12 weeks’.
7, e.
add “For the purpose of these rules a year is deemed to
be the period between one AGM and the next.”
The Trustees considered this matter at their meeting on 19th June 2018
and unanimously agreed to recommend to Members that the AGM should
be held later in the year, preferably in September, rather than March. The
reasons for the recommendation are:
i.
It is extremely difficult, time-consuming and not always
possible to prepare the annual accounts and have them
properly examined and signed off to present to the Trustees
for approval at the February meeting prior to the AGM.
ii.
There is not time to publish the accounts in the newsletter
before the AGM and therefore only members attending the
AGM are able to study the accounts before voting to adopt
them. If the AGM is held in September, the accounts can be
published in the July newsletter, giving all members an
opportunity to see them.
iii.
The AGM is asked to approve and adopt a proposed budget.
When the AGM is convened in March, we are already 3
months into that financial year. Were the AGM to be held in
September, the Treasurer would propose a budget for the
following year, making any discussion more relevant.
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iv.

v.
vi.

There is much less likelihood of the meeting being cancelled
or disrupted due to adverse weather conditions in September
and more members may be inclined to travel.
The change would have a positive benefit for the office staff,
creating a better spread of work across the year.
Along with potentially better weather, there may be more open
gardens available to tempt members to a short break to
include attendance at the AGM.

9. To consider a recommendation from Trustees that the following
deletions be made from the Constitution:
3, c. The Officers of the Society shall be jointly empowered to apply a
lowered subscription following a request for this arising from financial
hardship on an ad hominem basis.
4, d. ii. submit a copy of their approved statement of accounts to the
Society's Administrator
10.To approve the appointment of James Howard of Haynes Watts as the
Independent Examiner of the Society’s accounts.
11. Formal votes of thanks.

Judi Deakin, Honorary Secretary
Item 11 will conclude the formal business.
OPEN FORUM The formal agenda will be followed by an Open Forum in
which members are welcome to raise any issues for further consideration
by Trustees or, as appropriate, for immediate response by officers or by
other members present.
Brief BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENTS by members standing for election
who are new to the Board of Trustees are given below. Any member
wishing to refer to biographical statements of other nominees will find them
in the Newsletter copy of the minutes for the year of their appointment.
SALLY ADAMS
I joined the Hardy Plant Society in the autumn of 2001, but only as a
national member at first. I didn’t join a local group until a few years later
because I was busy working in London as a Business Analyst with a
financial services company. A change of office brought me closer to home,
and I found I had a bit more time on my hands. I joined the Essex group
and was quickly co-opted onto the committee as Group Secretary. About
the same time I also took on the job of Database Administrator for the
Conservation Scheme. I worked with various co-ordinators on the scheme
for several years, but by 2013 changes in my job and changes with the
scheme meant that I needed to step down. Now retired, I continue to be the
Essex Group Secretary, and divide my time between my small back garden
and my allotment, which is where all those spare seedlings end up.
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COLIN CUTLER
I joined the Scottish and Northern Borders Group in 1997 and served as
Convenor 1999 - 2003. Since 2003 I have remained on the Committee as a
co-opted member, editor, Vice Convenor, a short second term as Convenor
and chair of subcommittees organising shows at Scottish venues including
Gardening Scotland held at Edinburgh every year.
I have an enthusiasm for horticulture, gardening and perennial plants,
having gained the RHS Level 2 Certificate in Horticulture and the Practical
Certificate Horticulture from the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh. From
1997 until 2012 I was involved with the National Trust for Scotland as a
volunteer gardener at Branklyn Garden and in 2008 went on a working
exchange to Lushan Botanical Garden, Jiangxi Province, China. I received
the first Garden Volunteer of the Year award in 2009 and served on the
volunteer development panel. From 1999 to 2002 I served as Secretary
and Treasurer with the National Trust for Scotland Perth and Kinross
Members Group.
I also bring experience in business. I worked for many years in
management roles in insurance with the General Accident Insurance Group
(now Aviva). I am an Associate of the Chartered lnsurance Institute and a
Chartered Insurer.
I would hope to be able to contribute to the future success of the HPS and
to enhance the strength of the relationship between the Society and the
Groups. Additionally, I should like to see the Society and its associated
groups develop a beneficial relationship with other horticultural
organisations including growers, garden clubs, environmentalists and
conservationists.
DIANE PUNCHEON
I joined the Lincolnshire Group of the Hardy Plant Society ﬁve years ago
and now enjoy the work of Group Secretary and the challenge of
Programme Secretary. Despite only having superﬁcial knowledge of plants
I learnt a great deal from other members who inspired me and led to
increased conﬁdence. Encouraging new members who are initially cautious
because of their inexperience, as I was, is one of my goals as a committee
member. That interest can be promoted with increased awareness of the
group, its aims and activities and the part it plays in trying to stimulate
gardening countrywide.
I was born in Dorset but have spent many years in North Lincolnshire. I
have two daughters and two grandchildren and my retirement eleven years
ago from teaching aﬀorded me the luxury of spending time doing the things
I enjoy. My career was always in post 16 education, teenagers for ‘A’ level
Psychology and adults in Higher Education teaching Social Policy,
Sociology and Psychology to aspiring social workers and practitioners in
mental health.
My home is between Gainsborough and Scunthorpe, in a very small village
on the banks of the River Trent. The lawns, fruit and vegetables are my
husband’s territory while the herbaceous borders and containers are my
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main area of work. My mother was a keen gardener and although my
eﬀorts do not match her expert displays, I am enjoying the learning
experience. I do some voluntary work, serve on the local WI committee
belong to a small but active Amnesty group. My dark night, bad weather
hobby is sewing and I enjoy cooking. My husband and I go to Spain to our
log cabin near the mountains in Murcia, Spain when we can ﬁt it in!
LORRAINE SHEPHERD
I am the Vice Chair of the Hardy Plant Society Middlesex Group where,
amongst other things, I am responsible for publicity and communications,
including the Group’s newsletter, website and Facebook Page. I recently
developed a new website for HPSMG and, in April 2018, organised their
hugely successful Passionate About Plants event with top TV gardeners. I
am also working with the National HPS on their marketing plan. I am a
keen gardener and enjoy trying out different things in my garden from
cottage to tropical (with varying degrees of success) and am committed to
developing my understanding, knowledge and use of hardy plants by
undertaking courses and visiting as many gardens as possible. I have
recently taken early retirement from the senior Civil Service after a career
spanning many different roles. I am now seeking a new challenge and
would very much welcome the opportunity to contribute to the HPS in a
Trustee role.

Judi Deakin, Honorary Secretary

HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY AND AGM
Saturday 30 March 2019
Hosted by HPS East Yorkshire Group

Bishop Burton College, York Road, Bishop Burton,
East Yorkshire HU17 8QG
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PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY
9.15am Registration, tea and coffee and plant sales
10.45am Welcome and introduction
11.00am Lecture: Christopher Grey-Wilson
Poppies of the World
12.15pm Question and answer session
12.25pm Lunch and plant sales, tea and coffee, walled garden
open
1.30pm Annual General Meeting
2.40pm Tea and coffee break and plant sales
3.10pm Lecture: Andy McIndoe
Shrubs: Discover the perfect plant for every
place in your garden
4.10pm Question and answer session
4.20pm Closing remarks

Ticket Prices
 Ticket and Buffet lunch £25
 Ticket only
£18
 Attendance for AGM only, 1.30pm-2.40pm free of charge
Please indicate on the booking form if you have any special dietary
requirements.
Speakers
Christopher Grey- Wilson
Christopher has served as Principal Scientific Officer at
the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew when he collected
plants from Asia and Africa. He has also been editor of
Curtis’s Botanical Magazine, the RHS magazine – The
Plantsman and the Alpine Garden Society. In 2008 he
was awarded the VMH by the RHS for services to
horticulture.
Andy McIndoe
Andy has over 40 years experience in retail and
production horticulture, 37 of these at Hilliers winning
25 consecutive gold medals at Chelsea. He is a
regular contributor to a number of magazines, blogs
and BBC radio. Also author of The Creative Shrub
Garden
.
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Stall Holders
 The Fern Nursery – Grimsby Road, Binbrook, Lincolnshire LN8
6DH www.fernnursery.co.uk
 Mires Beck Nursery - Low Mill Lane,North Cave, East Yorkshire,
HU15 2NR www.miresbeck.co.uk
 Ridgefield Nursery - Forest Moor Road, Knaresborough, North
Yorkshire HG5 8JP
 Woodlands Plants – Woodlands, Peppin Lane, Fotherby, Louth,
LN11 0UW http://www.woodlandsplants.co.uk
 Members Plant Stall
Other Stalls
 HPS booklets and sundries
 HPS Shade and Woodland Group
 HPS Conservation
 HPS Seeds
 HPS East Yorkshire Group Raffle
Travel
Go to www.bishopburton.ac.uk for directions
Please use village entrance on A1079 as shown in photograph.
 Beverley to Bishop Burton 3.7miles
 Hull to Bishop Burton
11.6miles
 York to Bishop Burton
26.9miles
For those planning a weekend visit – below are some ideas for your
stay.
Accommodation
 Beverley – Premier Inn, Beverley Arms Hotel, Best Western Hotel
 Hull – Holiday Inn, Ibis, Double Tree by Hilton, Premier Inn
Gardens to visit
Members’ Gardens open Friday 29 March 1pm-4pm and Sunday 31
March 10am-1pm
 Win Baldwin - Friars Hill, Sinnington, North Yorkshire, YO62 6SL.
Established plantswoman’s garden with a large range of unusual
spring plants.
 Roger Brook – Boundary Cottage, Seaton Ross, York, YO42 4NF.
A no dig garden. Holder of the National Dicentra Collection.
 Janet Dolling – 58 Churchfields, Tickton, East Yorkshire, HU17
9SX. A plants woman starting afresh.
 Susan Ferguson – Maspin House, Hillam Common Lane, Hillam,
LS25 5HU. A classic English garden.
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Barbara Ferrari – Bridge Farm House, Long Lane, Great Heck,
Goole, DN14 0BE. Garden with a huge collection of spring flowers.
Lenore Greensides – 54a Keldgate, Beverley, HU17 8HX. A
hidden gem with views of Beverley Minster.
Peter Williams – Weathervane House, Mill Lane, Seaton Ross,
York, YO42 4NE. A woodland garden.

Public Garden Suggestions
 Burnby Hall Gardens www.burnbyhallgardens.com
 Burton Agnes Hall and Gardens (closed Friday 29th March)
www.burtonagnes.com
 Sledmere House and Gardens www.sledmerehouse.com
Places of Interest Suggestions
 Historic York
 Beverley – Beverley Minster, St. Mary’s Church, The Westwood.
 Hull – Ferens Art Gallery and Maritime Museum, The Museum
Quarter and Old Town, Hull Minster.
For further information see www.touristinformation-uk.com or contact Lois
Scott 01482 494296 / klscott@klscott.karoo.co.uk
NB Booking closes 20 March 2019.Book using the form; or online at
www.hardy-plant.org.uk/events

HPS SHOWS AND EVENTS CALENDAR 2019
This calendar is correct at the time of going to press and is kept up to
date in the Members only area of the HPS website to help Groups to
minimise date clashes when organising events.
New events and changes from our November edition are highlighted in
yellow.
Date
Tues 12 February
Sun 10 Feb
Sun 17 March
Sat 23 March
Sat 23 March
Sat 30 March
Sat 30 March

Event/HPS Group
Trustees’ meeting
Galanthus Group AGM and Study Day, Somerset
Ranunculaceae AGM and meeting, Silverdale,
Carnforth, Lancashire
Pulmonaria Day, AGM, talk and garden visit, Powick
Village Hall, Worcester
Spring Plant Fair, East Lambrook Manor, Somerset
TA13 5HH (Somerset Group)
Annual Lecture Day and AGM, Bishop Burton, East
Yorkshire (East Yorkshire Group)
‘Hepatica and Cyclamen – Lessons from Nature’, a
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Sat 13 April

Sun 14 April
Fri 19 – Mon 22
April
Thurs 25 – Sun 28
April
Sat 27 April
Sat 4 May
Sat 4 May
Sun 5 – Mon 6 May
Thurs 9 – Sun 12
May
Fri 10 May
Sun 12 May
Tues 14 May
Sat 18 – Sun 19
May
Sun 19 May
Tues 21 – Sat 25
May
Sat 25 May
Sun 26 May
Sun 2 June
Wed 5 – Sun 9
June
Sat 8 June
Sat 8 June

Sat 8 June
Thurs 13 – Sun 16
June
Sat 15 – Sun 16
June
Sat 15 – Sun 16
June
Sat 22 – Sun 23

study day with Samantha and Nigel Hopes (North East
Group)
st
HPS Ambassadors’ Day “Gardening in the 21 Century”
with Matthew Wilson and Val Bourne, Pershore College
WR10 3JP (Worcestershire Group)
Annual Plant Sale, Bayston Hill Memorial Hall,
Shrewsbury (Shropshire Group)
Easter
Harrogate Spring Flower Show (West Yorkshire Group)
Plant Sale, West Monkton Village Hall, Taunton, TA2
8NE (Somerset Group)
Magic of Plants Conference, Leeds (W Yorkshire Group)
Cornwall Hardy Plant Fair, Truro (Cornwall Group)
Plant Fair Holdenby House, Northants NN6 8DJ
(Northamptonshire Group)
RHS Malvern Spring Festival (HPS display TBC)
Plant Auction, Paxton Hall, Leeds (W Yorks Group)
HPS Cambs and Beds Group Plant Fair, Biggleswade
Trustees’ meeting
Plant Sale, Sheffield Botanical Gardens (South Pennine
Group)
Plant Sale, Holywell, Flintshire CH8 7QT (Clwyd Group)
RHS Chelsea Flower Show (no HPS display)
Annual Plant Sale, URC Church Hall, Homewood Road,
St Albans AL1 4BH (Herts Group)
Annual Plant Fair, Fox Cottage LE15 7L J (Rutland
Group)
AGM and Peony Day, Bismorton near Malvern
RHS Chatsworth Flower Show (Lincolnshire Group)
th

Hardy Geranium Group 45 Anniversary, East
Lambrook Manor Gardens, Somerset
Plant sale and coffee morning, Preston Patrick Memorial
Hall, Preston Patrick, Milnthorpe LA7 7NR (Cumbria
Group)
Plant Sale, Peopleton WR10 2EG (Worcestershire
Group)
Gardeners’ World Live, NEC (No HPS display)
Burton Agnes Gardeners’ Fair (East Yorkshire Group)
National Plant Societies’ Show at RHS Wisley (Southern
Counties Group )
Axe Vale Show (Devon Group)
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June
Sat 29 June
Sun 30 June
Mon 1 – Sun 7 July
Sun 7 July
Sun 14 July
Wed 17 – Sun 21
July
July date TBC
Fri 9 – Sat 10
August
Tues 13 August
Thurs 15 – Sun 18
August
Fri 13 – Sun 15
Sept
Sat 14 Sept
Sun 15 Sept

Sun 6 Oct

Fri 11 Oct
Sat 12 Oct
Tues 12 November
Tues 26 November

Usk Open Gardens, Gardeners’ Market Area
(Monmouthshire Group)
Shade and Woodland Plants Group AGM and full day in
Pontypridd, South Glam
RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival (no HPS
display)
Summer Plant Fair, Lower Severalls, Somerset TA18
7NX (Somerset Group)
Chenies Manor Plant Fair (Middlesex Group)
RHS Flower Show Tatton Park (Cheshire Group)
Chorley Flower Show (NW Group)
Shrewsbury Flower Show (Shropshire Group)
Trustees’ meeting
Southport Flower Show (no HPS display)
Harrogate Autumn Flower Show (West Yorkshire Group)
Usk Show (Monmouthshire Group)
Plant Sale, Sheffield Botanical Gardens (South Pennine
Group)
Southport Flower Show
Variegated Plant Group Annual Meeting and AGM, at
Great Dixter Garden autumn plant fair, Rye, East
Sussex
Plant Auction, Paxton Hall, Leeds (West Yorkshire
Group)
Group Secretaries’ Meeting, Bubbenhall near Coventry
Trustees’ meeting
Post Holders meeting

NOTES FROM THE VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING
2018
On a hot June day, around 26 members gathered for our annual gettogether. As usual, there was an interesting array of plants both for
discussion and auction from members and for sale from Monksilver
Nursery.
After the short AGM, the plant discussion generated lots of debate, not
least because many of the plants on display were also available at the
auction which was to follow. This had 87 plants on offer, many not easily
obtainable elsewhere, and in total raised over £560. This allows the group
to continue to support young gardeners at Great Dixter. After lunch we
made our way to the nearby Stockton Bury Gardens where we spent a
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leisurely few hours enjoying these varied
and interesting gardens and refreshing
ourselves with welcome tea and icecream in the café.
As always, this was a friendly meeting full
of fascinating plants and discussion. If this
whets your appetite to come to next year’s
session, please see the details below.
VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP
MEETING 2019
The 2019 meeting will be held in
conjunction with the Great Dixter Autumn
Stockton Bury Gardens
Plant Fair on Sunday 6 October. As you
will know Great Dixter is situated in East Sussex and the address is Great
Dixter, Northiam, Rye, East Sussex, TN31 6PH. There is a website, where
we expect details of the Plant Sales will be published nearer the time, at
https://www.greatdixter.co.uk/
Please note that we had initially considered holding the meeting on the
Saturday that weekend, but it’s now confirmed for the Sunday.
We will hold a morning indoor meeting in the Great Dixter Education Centre
including, in addition to a short AGM, plant discussions and our plant
auction. The Plant Fair is well known as the place to see and buy unusual
variegated plants. We will provide tea and coffee in the morning and
members should plan their own arrangements for lunch. The afternoon will
provide an opportunity to visit and enjoy the Plant Fair and Great Dixter
Gardens. Participants will need to pay for this individually on the day.
We welcome new members to the VPG. Membership is only £4 per year
which includes free entry to our annual indoor meeting and our newsletter
The Sport.
If you would like to join the VPG or would like more information about the
meeting please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me. Contact details are
given in the Specialist Group section.

Brian Dockerill
ANNUAL RANUNCULACEAE DAY AT LAUGHTON, SUSSEX,
SATURDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2018
The sun was shining brightly on the morning of the 15 September, when
the Ranunculaceae Group gathered at Laughton Village Hall, East Sussex
for some light refreshment, before setting off down the lane to that
wonderful garden and nursery Marchants Hardy Plants, owned by the
renowned nurseryman Graham Gough.
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Graham welcomed us into his garden and nursery and, as is usual for
Hardy Planters, many made straight for the amazing variety of plants on
sale, all looking in excellent condition, considering the heat we had over the
previous months.
With the retail therapy over, members were able to wander around
Graham’s stunning garden with its winding paths, whose borders
overflowed with late summer colour and tall grasses glistening in the sun.
The boundary hedges mirror the rolling Sussex hills in the distance, making
the garden feel as one.
We returned to Laughton Village Hall for lunch and, once refreshed, we
were delighted to welcome our speaker Gill Regan, whose talk that
afternoon was on Ranunculaceae and their relatives. Gill showed some
amazing pictures of the various forms of buttercups from around the world.
She then described the different plants within the buttercup family, many of
which she and her husband had seen growing in the wild, not only in the
United Kingdom and Europe, but as far away as New Zealand and South
America. Gill concluded her talk with beautiful pictures of species that were
new to many of us.
And just to put the ‘Icing on the Cake’, we finished the day with delicious
tea and cakes.
OUR AGM, LECTURE AND NURSERY VISIT THIS YEAR IS ON
SUNDAY 17 MARCH 2019 IN THE VILLAGE OF SILVERDALE,
CARNFORTH, LANCASHIRE
Following the AGM we are delighted that Diane Clement will be speaking
to us on Hepaticas- a growing obsession and in the afternoon we will be
visiting Glenn Shapiro’s National Collection of Hepaticas. Glenn will have
Hepaticas for sale too.
If you would like to join us for this event please go to the HPS Specialist
Groups section of the HPS website, Ranunculaceae Group where a
booking form and details of electronic payment can be found, or email
susanannhough@gmail.com to request a booking form.
We look forward to seeing you at Carnforth in March for what should be an
interesting and informative day, with plants to buy as an added bonus.
PULMONARIA GROUP 2019 MEETING
The Pulmonaria Group Annual meeting and AGM will be held on 23 March
at Powick village hall just outside Worcester. There will be the AGM in the
morning followed by a talk entitled Pulmonarias: a personal approach by
Margaret Stone. There will be a plant sales table with the opportunity to
pick up some rare plants. There will also be the ever more popular seedling
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competition which has brought to light some as yet unnamed gems. In the
afternoon we will be visiting Margaret Stone’s garden and nursery.
Non members are welcome and full details can be obtained from the
Secretary, Barry Street whose details are at the back of the Newsletter.

AGM AND PEONY DAY 2019
SUNDAY 2 JUNE 2019

Birtsmorton Court, Birtsmorton, nr. Malvern WR13 6JS
By kind permission of Mrs Rosalie Dawes, the Peony Day will be held at
Birtsmorton Court. It is difficult to imagine a more delightful location. The
medieval moated manor house is set off by romantic gardens full of roses
and peonies. The White Garden is very special and the topiary hedges are
an impressive sight.
Main speaker: Susannah Applegate on
James Kelway and his beautiful peonies
10 am: Registration, tea/coffee, plant sales, peony-themed raffle
10.30am: Peony Group AGM
11am: Susannah Applegate: James Kelway and his beautiful peonies
Lunch: bring your own packed lunch, which can be eaten at tables in the
courtyard by the AGM venue.
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After lunch we will be able to enjoy the lovely gardens of Birtsmorton Court.
Cost:
Peony Group members £11.50, HPS members £13, Non-HPS visitors £15
For booking forms please email peony@hardy-plant.org.uk

SHADE AND WOODLANDS PLANTS GROUP
Fifth Meeting and AGM on
Sunday 30 June 2019 at
Cefn Primary School, Greenfield Avenue, Glyncoch,
Pontypridd, Rhondda, Cynon Taff, CF37 3BD
Our fifth AGM and meeting will be in Pontypridd, Glamorgan. After the
AGM there will be an Introduction to Brian and Sue Dockerill’s Garden by
the owners. Colin Ward will have plants for sale, and there will also be a
Members’ plant stall.
You will then be split into two groups. One group will visit the garden for
approximately an hour, while the other group enjoys their packed lunch.
Then the second group will visit the garden.
After lunch we shall have a Plant Auction, followed by a talk by Colin Ward
of Swinesmeadow Farm Nursery on Woodland Treasurers, Swinesmeadow
style. The nursery specialises in rare plants and shrubs with a particular
interest for woodland plants.
The price for the day will be £12.00 for members of the Shade and
Woodland Plants Group and £20.00 for non-members of the group. To
book for the event, please email our Secretary, Diana Garner, on
montana@cholesbury.net or mail to Montana, Shire Lane, Cholesbury,
Herts HP23 6NA giving your name, address, telephone number, email
address, and HPS membership number. If you wish to pay by electronic
transfer the details are as follows:
Branch sort code: 40 32 02
Account number: 21574647
Account name: Shade and Woodland Plants Group
Reference: Your HPS membership number and last name
or cheques should be made payable to “HPS Shade and Woodland Plants
Group”.
The AGM will be starting at 10.15, and coffee and registration will be from
9.30. We do hope you can join us.
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THE GALANTHUS GROUP
Our 8th AGM & Study Day will take place in Somerset on Sunday 10th
February 2019. Following the AGM we will hear talks by Alan Street and
Michael Dreisvogt before spending the afternoon at East Lambrook Manor
Garden and Avon Bulbs.
This will be a members only ticketed event and numbers are
restricted. Galanthus Group members are advised to book promptly to
avoid disappointment!

EARLY SPRING FAIR AT EAST LAMBROOK MANOR GARDENS
For the seventh year Somerset Group will be holding its Early Spring Plant
Fair on Saturday 23 March from 10.00 am to 4 pm.
Last year we had four extra pitches and we shall have the same number
again this year: 20 excellent nurseries will be spread around the Margery
Fish gardens. Last year also saw a new record for the number of visitors
(over 900) and such is the reputation of the event that there was a long
queue of people waiting for the 10.00 opening. Can we set another record
for 2019?
RHS or HPS members get a discounted entry price of £3.50 (do
remember to bring your membership card to claim the discount).
There are refreshments in The Malthouse (soup, coffee and cakes), but for
a cooked meal try the Rose & Crown right opposite the gardens. It will be
busy so booking is essential (Tel: 01460 240433)
East Lambrook Gardens are in South Petherton, not far from the A303
(main arterial route to Devon & Cornwall). The post code for route finding is
TA13 5HH.

SUMMER PLANT FAIR AT LOWER SEVERALLS, CREWKERNE
Somerset Group’s second collaboration with Lower Severalls near
Crewkerne will be held on Sunday 7 July 2019. Once again some of the
best nurseries in the SW will be present. We hope to build on the good
start we made last year and will be making some improvements of layout
and access based on what we have learned. The gates will open at
10.00 am. and the entry price will be £4.00 but with a reduction to £3.50 for
members of HPS or RHS. This will include entry to the gardens where light
refreshments including enticing homemade cakes will be served. The plant
fair ends at 4 pm. To make a day of it and have a good lunch, try The
White Horse in nearby Haselbury Plucknett. Lower Severalls Farmhouse
has its own B&B (01460 73234, TA18 7NX) to enable you to get really
close to the plants!

Roy Stickland
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HARDY PLANT SOCIETY WORCESTERSHIRE GROUP
presents
HPS AMBASSADORS’ DAY GARDENING IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Saturday, 13 April 2019
at
Pershore College, Avonbank, Pershore, Worcestershire, WR10 3JP
MATTHEW WILSON – HOW TO GARDEN IN A CHANGING CLIMATE
VAL BOURNE – THE LIVING JIGSAW
Plus Plant Sales – including Brockamin Plants,
Cotswold Garden Flowers & Pershore College
Pre-ordered Plant Supports – details from j.mcghee@btinternet.com
£10 members HPS Worcs Group, £15 non members
including light refreshments
Pre-booked lunches £11 or bring your own
Plant Sales & Refreshments from 10am – 1st talk at 11am
Estimated finish 4pm
Tickets available from: Lyn Maile, Hatfield Mount, Norton, Worcester,
WR5 2PZ.
(Please enclose SAE, cheques payable to HPS Worcestershire Group)
Tel: 01905 820267 Email: sec@worcs-hardy-plant.org.uk
Group)
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Hardy Plant Society: West Yorkshire Group invites you to

THE MAGIC OF PLANTS CONFERENCE
Saturday 4 May 2019, 10am to 4pm
Britannia Leeds Bradford Airport Hotel, Leeds Road, Bramhope, Leeds LS16 9JJ

LAST FEW TICKETS AVAILABLE!
JIMI BLAKE – Hunting Brook through the Seasons
“I doubt if you’d find such an imaginative and dynamic garden
elsewhere” Helen Dillon
JOHN GRIMSHAW – Paying Rent: plants that earn their keep
John discusses plants that really justify their place in the garden and
how to select them
ROSY HARDY– The Plants are the Stars of the Show
Recognised as the most successful female exhibitor at Chelsea with 22
Gold Medals to her credit
JOHN MASSEY - The Magic of the Changing Seasons: Spring into
Summer

“The most loved and looked after garden I’ve ever had the pleasure of
visiting” Carol Klein
Nurseries: Green End Farm, Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants, Morton Plants,
Ridgefield Cottage
Optional buffet lunch at £6, refreshments all day, a bar, & special rates for
overnight stays before and after the Conference should you wish to explore
the area – RHS Harlow Carr- where there is a Plant Heritage Sale on Sun 5
May, Harewood House and York Gate are all within a 10 mile radius.

Cost: £25 per ticket, plus an optional lunch at £6 available at the
time of booking
How to book:
These last few tickets are available online only at Ticketsource:
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/west-yorkshire-hardy-plant-society
Don’t have IT? Ask a friend to purchase for you
Tickets must be booked in advance as they will not be available on the door
Hotel Bookings:
If you would like a room please book directly with the hotel (tel 0113 202
7400) quoting the code THEM040519. Discounted room rates: Single incl.
Breakfast £50; Double incl. Breakfast £65

22

HARDY GERANIUM DAY 2019
All are welcome at our 45th anniversary event which will be held in South
Petherton, Somerset and East Lambrook Manor Gardens on Saturday
8 June 2019, 9.30am-4pm.
Margery Fish was well known for her love of hardy geraniums and it
seemed fitting to visit her garden on our special day.
In the morning we will be meeting in The David Hall in South Petherton for
our AGM and we are delighted that Andrew and Dodo Norton have kindly
agreed to join us and Andrew will talk to us about their time at East
Lambrook Manor.
After this Mike Werkmeister will welcome us to the garden at East
Lambrook and give a short introductory talk on how the garden has
evolved, before we meander round the garden and nursery at our leisure.
Many of you may have already visited East Lambrook Manor but I do hope
you will consider joining us on this celebratory day!
Geranium Group Members: £10, Other HPS Members: £15 (includes 2019
Geranium group membership). This event is also open to the public (£15
charge).
Bookings/enquiries to: Tricia Fraser (triciaf2808@gmail.com), Tel:
01246 395274 or send SAE to: 51 Pomegranate Road, Chesterfield, S41
7BL
Further details can be found on the group’s page on the HPS website
(http://bit.ly/hpshgg ).

Tricia Newton, Chairman, Hardy Geranium Group
PHOTO LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
I’m changing the schedule for the Photo Competition this year, to give
members more time to send in their entries.
The closing date will be pushed back to December 6 2019, so that you
can spend all those dark winter evenings sorting out your entries. This will
also enable me to send a reminder in the November newsletter. Results will
be announced in the February newsletter and the winning images will be in
the spring edition of The Hardy Plant, as at present. That means the
announcement of the winners and the publication of their pictures will be
much closer together.
I hope you like the change and I look forward to seeing lots of entries in
2019! Further details of the competition are to be found on the website
under the Images dropdown.
Following the closure of the slide library, we have been looking for a home
for the slides. I’m pleased to report that the RHS are interested in adding
them to their own, in preparation for a future digitisation project. Of course,
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the digitisation of a slide is the easy bit – there are many companies who
will convert slides for a fee. The hard bit comes after that. The slides need
to be correctly re-matched with the digital images and then the identification
of the plant and its name need to be confirmed (you’ll be aware how many
plant names have changed since our slides were made). Once that is done,
the supporting records need to be digitised and matched up too – at
present all that information is hand-written in ledgers! As you can see, it’s a
considerable undertaking.
Whilst the RHS are interested in taking our slides, they are unable to do so
unless we can provide signed confirmation from the photographers that
they are happy to sign over the slides and copyright to the RHS.
Therefore, if you have donated slides to the HPS library in the past and you
are willing for us to pass them to the RHS, please let me know at
photos@hardy-plant.org.uk. I’ll then dig out your slides and their records
and put some paperwork together for you to sign – that’s all you need to
do. Sadly, some donors are no longer with us, so we are unable to include
any of their contributions in this project.
As I mentioned in the November newsletter, my five year stint as Photo
Librarian comes to an end in March 2019. If you are interested in taking it
over, please contact me and I’ll tell you more about it!

Brian Hackett - Photo Librarian
CONSERVATION SCHEME
This is the time of year when gardeners everywhere are looking back at the
year just passed and planning for the coming months. Local Group
conservation coordinators will be receiving reports from growers about how
the conservation plants performed and any losses incurred (perhaps this
year due to the summer drought). Groups will have a selection of new
plants to trial, including the five new plants added to the list, and their
merits will be discussed at the next meeting in September.
Sadly, we have lost touch with Groups in the North West and Shropshire,
but have welcomed HPS Nottingham Group into the Scheme and I have
been asked to meet groups in Monmouthshire, Nottingham and Devon to
talk about Conservation, with other visits planned in the coming months.
The work of the Conservation Scheme should appeal to anyone interested
in growing and propagating plants that are not well known and willing to
evaluate their value in the garden.
Descriptions and growing details for all the conservation plants are on the
HPS website as well as general information about how the Scheme works
and there is a regular feature about a conservation plant on the Blogs
Page.
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Coordinating the Conservation Scheme has been very rewarding, I have
learnt a good deal and made many friends, but with my new role as HPS
Chairman I would like to find someone willing to take it on - please get in
touch if you would be interested (conservation@hardy-plant.org.uk)

Jan Vaughan
CORNUCOPIA
More and more members are subscribing to Cornucopia, the twice-yearly
magazine which features the best articles from the HPS local and specialist
group Newsletters. Last year's issues included such diverse subjects as
growing Meconopsis, the botanical art of Marianne North and the story of
Margery Fish, the doyenne of cottage gardening. Don’t miss out in 2019 subscribe to Cornucopia online when you renew your membership.
Alternatively, send a cheque for £3 (to include UK postage), payable
to The Hardy Plant Society, to: HPS Administrator, 15 Basepoint Centre,
Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP (please write Cornucopia on the
back of the cheque). To whet your appetite, you can browse articles from
previous issues of the magazine at bit.ly/hps-cornucopia

Marion Jay, Cornucopia Editor
SEEDS, aren’t they mainly brown roundish things?
THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY SEED INDEX
Well, they are largely brown spheroids (posh name for roundish things)
aren’t they, err well apart from acers, and err, dandelions, and err teasels?
The HPS has just published the first tranche of the Seed Index on its
website, a total of 1800 seed images at the moment and a quick glance
through the images takes us well beyond “brown spheroids”! So why is the
Society engaging in a project of this sort, is it merely a version of ‘dead
flower arranging’ so that we can marvel at the multitude of beautiful
shapes, (many of which are brown spheroids alas)? Perhaps we could look
deeper, is it possible to engage with the possible environmental factors
which have led to the evolution of this multiplicity? Of course we can
engage with the lovely shapes but our main purpose resides elsewhere and
it is indeed very practical.
Of course it can be a bit of both but as I write the actual driving force is just
coming into play. I refer to the various seed-exchange schemes in which
seed is collected in non-controlled situations and processed for distribution
to a wide variety of growers. As well as our own extensive Seed
Distribution, societies like The Alpine Garden Society, The Cottage Garden
Society and various local horticultural societies have schemes which face
the same challenge that is the donation of misnamed seed. Our own HPS
scheme involves members from all over the country and typically 17 to 20
different countries sending donated seed to central locations for receipt,
sorting (and unfortunately sometimes cleaning), name verification,
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eventually packing and the production of an accurate Seed List. The HPS
list has typically about 2000 named varieties. Donated seed arrives first
with experienced Seed Receivers who have a pretty good idea what the
various seed should look like, but not always so! The Seed Index sets out
to provide a good basis for responding to the query, ‘what should this
genus look like?’ Well in many cases the answer is still, you have guessed
it, brown spheroids, but of course even in this case it allows receivers to
rule out certain things. The Seed Index is there to offer potential assistance
in confirmation of the donor’s indication of the name.
The Seed Index is certainly not a data base into which one can enter the
specification of an unidentified seed and get a species or even genus
output. The user can enter a name from our list. What you get is a
photograph and an enlargement of any particularly interesting feature. The
photographs are all taken on 2 mm graph paper and a scale is also
included. Experienced photographers may wince at some of the images,
but the images are not entries to a photography competition; and we are
not quite half way into our anticipated ‘final size’. The project is on-going,
each year we get seeds which are new to us, annual additions are
expected.
In many cases the general features of the genus can be picked up by the
‘shape’ and in some cases the detail provides a good pointer to the
species. The figures following illustrate this for some members of Eryngium
and of Hibiscus.
One intractable problem with this sort of data-related project is the plant
names. As we all know, genera are being constantly chopped up and new
names produced; some plants are moved from one genus to another as a
result of DNA work and systematic taxonomy. So it seems inescapable that
some images will end up with out of date synonyms until the poor
photographer can re-work the images!
Even if you are not a seed receiver or a seed donor have a look at the site
and try this for a botanical brain teaser; how did the evolution of our lovely
flowers end up producing this wide range of fantasy shapes?

Derek Cooper
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Annual Lecture Day
and AGM
30 March 2019
Booking form
Name (of person making the booking and
address for tickets):

HPS no:

Address

Post code
Tel:

Email:
Price

No of Total
tickets
£

Lecture day with AGM and lunch

£25

Lecture day with AGM and bring your own
lunch
AGM only

£18

£

No
charge

N/A

Total tickets/cost
Please circle as required:
Vegetarian / vegan /gluten free / nut free
Names in CAPITALS as they should appear
on the badges

£

HPS Group

Cheques payable to The Hardy Plant Society.
Please send your completed booking form with a cheque and stamped
addressed envelope to – details overleaf:
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HPS Administrator, 15 Basepoint Centre, Crab Apple Way,
Evesham, WORCS, WR11 1GP.
PLEASE RETURN BY WEDNESDAY 20 MARCH 2019
Or book online using card payment at www.hardyplant.org.uk/events.
The information sheets will be emailed to members booking
online.
Any queries, tel: 01386 710317 or email: admin@hardyplant.org.uk
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours
(Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), messages can be left on the
answering machine: 01386 710317. You can also email: admin@hardyplant.org.uk
Subscriptions
Subscriptions are due by 1 January, however, renewals may be sent from 1
October each year, the annual subscription rates are £17.00 for single
membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint
membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members
outside Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. If
you wish to subscribe to Cornucopia please add £3. Subscriptions should
be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab
Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Debit card payments can be taken
over the phone. To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your
future subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building
society. You can request a form from the Administrator, by email or post, or
download it from the website (Join the HPS on the Home Page).
HPS Booklets – please order from the web: http://www.hardyplant.org.uk/publications/booklets or use the order form in the newsletter.
Bed and Breakfast List
Gardens Open List
Register of Lecturers
These lists are all available on the website using the following link:
https://www.hardy-plant.org.uk or from the Administrator, please email
your request to admin@hardy-plant.org.uk

Clare Powell, Administrator

LAPEL BADGES
Show your support for the HPS with one of our
lapel badges. They are made of enamelled
metal and feature the HPS hellebore. Order
online at £2.20 including p&p or Groups can
order bulk supplies at a reduced cost.
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FOR
February 2019
The following booklets are available; post free, to members by Mail Order.
Quantity

Title
Campanulas
Epimediums
Euphorbias
Ferns
Geraniums
Hardy Garden Chrysanthemums
Hostas
Penstemons
Peonies
Total of order

Cost
£1.00
£3.00
£3.00
£5.50
£5.50
£5.50
£3.00
£3.00
£5.50

Total

Name ……………………………………………………………………….....
Address ……………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………… Postcode ……………………….

I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society
Or Please debit my debit card by the sum of £…....................
Or order online at www.hardy-plant.org.uk
Card Number
Expiry Date

Security Code

Name as printed on card ...…………………………………………….
Signature …………………………………............Date……………….

Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP
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Kegworth Surgery,
July
2015

