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CHAIR'S REPORT 2019 
Another year gone, and we have passed the shortest day, so that by the 
time you read this the daylight hours will be noticeably longer. Already 
there are abundant signs of spring around the garden with several fragrant 
flowering shrubs scenting the air and snowdrops and hellebores on the 
point of opening their rapidly swelling buds. I'm looking forward to a busy 
HPS year with plenty of opportunities to meet friends from around the 
country and listen to excellent speakers; and perhaps acquire yet more 
wonderful plants. 
As always there were farewells and welcomes throughout the year. Ana 
Reynolds was unable to continue with her role in Marketing and Publicity 
and Helen Cleare resigned as a Trustee. Judi Deakin has been much 
missed as Hon. Secretary, and just before Christmas I learnt that Jennifer 
Harmer is relinquishing her title as the Society's Historian. We thank them 
for their varied and valuable contributions. It is vital to the smooth 
running of the Society that we find an Hon. Sec. as soon as possible and 
if you, or anyone you know, may be willing to volunteer in this capacity then 
please contact me. 
Meanwhile Matthias Dejaegher has taken over as Photo Librarian and has 
presided over his first Photographic Competition, and Brian Hackett has 
agreed to manage our Dropbox archive. Souren Ala edited his first issue of 
The Journal which I'm sure we all enjoyed and was a real antidote to a very 
wet and gloomy autumn. 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank Clare Powell, our Administrator 
in the HPS Office in Evesham. She has moved to another location in the 
Basepoint building to take advantage of a slightly larger and better 
configured space that is better suited to our needs, where she continues to 
support all our activities and answer your queries. 
The AGM and Lecture Day hosted by East Yorkshire Group was well 
attended with the opportunity to explore the gardens of members who 
opened especially for us, undaunted by welcoming visitors in March. Our 
63rd AGM will be hosted by HPS Dorset Group on 28 March 2020 and if 
you haven't already booked your place then don't delay. 
We travelled to Yorkshire again in May at the invitation of West Yorkshire 
Group for the Magic of Plants Conference, with excellent speakers and 
more plants to tempt us. This spring HPS Middlesex Group are holding 
Passionate About Plants, another date not to miss. 
The Pulmonaria Group celebrated the launch of Margaret Stone's new 
Pulmonarias booklet and were delighted that Jennifer Hewitt, author of the 
first publication, was able to attend the meeting. With new photographs 
showing the range of flower colour and attractive foliage of these plants, it 
is an essential purchase for those wanting to know more. 
The other Special Interest Groups held their annual AGM/Lecture Days at 
venues around the country chosen for the proximity of a garden to visit, 
demonstrating the delights of growing the plants that are the focus of the 
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Groups interest. HPS members can join as many of these Groups as they 
wish for a modest membership fee and it is a wonderful opportunity to learn 
from enthusiasts. Details of all Local and Special Interest Group activities, 
as well as national events and shows can be found on the website and in 
the Contents section to the end of this newsletter. 
Once again Groups represented the Hardy Plant Society at a variety of 
Shows and Events with plant sales and demonstrations of hardy perennial 
plants, as well as medal success at several of the RHS Shows. There was 
an HPS stand at RHS Chatsworth Flower Show for the first time and we 
were very grateful to our Ambassadors who visited the stand in the Floral 
Marquee to lend support and boost publicity. All these stands attract a 
great deal of interest from the public who are keen to know more about the 
Society and many will become members as a result, recognising that we 
are a friendly and knowledgeable group of gardeners. 
I have again had the opportunity to visit some of our local groups to meet 
members and talk about all things HPS as well as the Conservation 
Scheme (which I'm pleased to say is growing as a result). Trustees and 
Officers of the Society are always happy to be invited to join Group 
meetings to learn about what matters to members and how we can draw 
closer in our shared interest. 
The benefits of national membership and how we work together as a 
Society has featured in discussions throughout the year and, including the 
Group Secretaries meeting in October and is work in progress as we go 
into 2020. The proposed change to the Constitution to be put to the AGM 
will remove the option for other Societies to affiliate with the HPS as there 
is no record of this having been requested in the past and no tangible 
benefit offered. You will see in this Newsletter that Trustees are going to 
undertake a Strategic Review during the coming months to look at the 
Society's constitutional objectives and how we can improve the way these 
aims are fulfilled. We will be looking for feedback on a variety of issues and 
will keep members informed on progress through Newsletters and the 
website. There is a dedicated email address if you have any comments or 
suggestions (review@hardy-plant.org.uk). 
I want to finish by reminding you that Societies don't run themselves, but 
through the work of many volunteers at National and Group level, in 
committees and in a variety of other roles. Many hands make light work 
and it is an excellent way of getting to know other members and sharing in 
making our Society one that we are proud to belong to, so why not decide 
to get involved this year? There are many opportunities and I would draw 
your attention to the details in this Newsletter about the posts of Hon. 
Secretary and Publicity Coordinator, and also the post of Newsletter Editor 
is being offered as Lynne Hackett has completed 5 years in the role. 
Please get in touch with me to find out more about these roles or other 
ways to volunteer. 

Jan Vaughan  

 

mailto:review@hardy-plant.org.uk
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VACANCIES 
Hon. Secretary of the Society 
This is a key role within the Society, providing the link between all the various 
activities of the Society and providing support to Trustees and Postholders. The 
Hon. Secretary is one of the four Officers of the Society, jointly responsible for 
the day-to-day business of the HPS in accordance with policies and procedures 
agreed by the Trustees. 

 
The Hon. Secretary has the following responsibilities: 

• Taking the lead in overseeing the management of the HPS Office; reporting 
on Office issues to the other Officers and Trustees.  

• Arranging (in consultation with the Chair and supported by the Administrator) 
and providing secretarial services to the Trustee Meetings and the less 
formal annual Postholders meeting. 

• Organisation of the AGM, including providing appropriate notices to the 
Newsletter Editor; requesting and receiving nominations for Officers and 
Trustees and taking minutes. After the AGM, updating the Charities 
Commission website. (NB Organisation of the Annual Lecture Day is the 
responsibility of the Local Group hosting the AGM). 

• Attendance at Officers' Meetings and the annual Group Secretaries' 
Meeting. 

 
This is an interesting role with scope for playing a part in the development of 
the Society. Knowledge of horticulture is not essential but some experience of 
committees and organisations would be useful. 

 

Publicity Coordinator 
This is a suggestion for a new Postholder role and the person who takes it on 
will have the chance to develop it further. 

 Publicity for the Society is involved in all HPS activities, at National 
level and in the Local and Special Interest Groups. The Postholder 
would be expected to look at and record what is already happening 
and then identify areas in which closer cooperation or provision of 
resources would be helpful. There would be opportunities to bring 
other volunteers in to assist with particular tasks. 

 A review of the publicity material the Society already uses would lead 
to a more comprehensive and recognisable style, although major 
rebranding is not required. 

 There is a budget available for Publicity work and the Postholder 
would be responsible for setting objectives and preparing a budget for 
approval by the Trustees. 

 
If you think you might be interested in either of these roles, please get in touch 
with me to find out more. 

Jan Vaughan 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR-TIME FOR CHANGE! 
I am surprised to find that my five year stint as the Newsletter Editor has 
come to an end in January 2020.  The time has flown by and it has been 
stimulating and interesting to be at the heart of the HPS during that time.  
So the search for a new Newsletter Editor now begins in earnest!  If you 
are interested, please email me at newsletter@hardy-plant.org.uk. 
You’ll need Microsoft Word, but other than that, putting the NL together is 
fairly simple. We have an excellent relationship with our printers, HMCA, 
and we have an annual plan for the 3 editions – so each stage of 
production is scripted and easy to follow. 

Lynne Hackett 
 

THE 63rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The 63rd Annual General Meeting of members of the Hardy Plant Society 
will be held at Allendale Community Centre, Hanham Road, Wimborne, 
Dorset BH21 1AS on Saturday 28 March 2020 starting at 1:30pm. 
 
The AGM will form part of the Society's Annual Lecture Day (ALD), but 
attendance at the ALD is not a condition of attendance at the AGM. If you 
wish to attend the AGM only there will be no charge. Members wishing to 
tender apologies for absence may do so via the Administrator. 
 
AGENDA 
To receive apologies for absence. 
1. To approve the minutes of the 62nd Annual General Meeting held on 

30th March 2019 (as printed in the July 2019 issue of the Newsletter) 
as a correct record. 

2. To consider any matters arising from the minutes of the 2019 AGM. 
3. To receive and adopt the Chair's Annual Report. 
4. To receive and adopt the Treasurer's Financial Report. 
5. To elect a Chair of the Society 
 Standing for re-election as Chair: JAN VAUGHAN 
 Proposer:  Linda Crowther  Seconder: Keith Scott 
6. To elect the following Officers of the Society. 
 Standing for election as Vice-Chair: PAMELA CLARK 
 Proposer: Jan Vaughan Seconder: Linda Crowther 
 Standing for re-election as Honorary Treasurer: STUART SENIOR 
 Proposer: Roy Stickland Seconder: Lady Rosemary Fitzgerald 
 Standing for election as Honorary Secretary: 
 Current Vacancy 
7. To elect the following as Trustees of the Society 

The following nominations to serve for the period 2019-2023 have 
been received: 

 TRICIA NEWTON  
Proposer: Jan Vaughan  Seconder: Sue Hough 

mailto:newsletter@hardy-plant.org.uk
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8. To consider a recommendation from the Trustees that the following 
changes be made to the Constitution: 

Para 3. ‘Membership Registration and Affiliation’ to become 
‘Membership and Registration’ 

 and delete: 

 'e) Horticultural or other societies, clubs, colleges, private 
businesses or similar bodies may become affiliated with the 
Society by the annual payment of a sum determined by the 
trustees in relation to the size of the affiliating body. The Trustees 
Committee will also have the power to decline acceptance of any 
such application for affiliated membership. Such affiliation will 
normally carry with it the  same benefits as those attached to one 
joint membership and will be entitled to one vote at any General 
Meeting. The Trustees may, by resolution, and without stating any 
reason other than those within the minutes of their business, 
terminate the affiliation of bodies affiliated in this manner.' 
and to be replaced by: 
 g) 'Neither individual members or Group members shall 
make claim to speak on behalf of the Society, without the authority 
of the Trustees.' 

9. To approve the appointment of James Howard of Haynes Watts as 
the Independent Examiner of the Society's accounts. 

10. Formal votes of thanks. 
 
Item 10 will conclude the formal business. 
 
OPEN FORUM The formal agenda will be followed by an Open Forum in 
which members are welcome to raise any issues for further consideration 
by Trustees or, as appropriate, for immediate response by officers or by 
other members present. 
 
Brief BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENTS by members standing for election 
who are new to the Board of Trustees are given below. Any member 
wishing to refer to biographical statements of other nominees will find them 
in the Newsletter copy of the minutes for the year of their appointment. 
 
TRICIA NEWTON 

I have been a member of the Hardy Plant Society for some years and I am 

a member of my local Hampshire Group and also the neighbouring Dorset 

Group. In 2018 I was delighted to take over as Chairman of the Hardy 

Geranium Group. 

As a keen gardener I have studied horticulture and garden design over a 

long period, culminating in a Foundation Degree in Horticulture with 

distinction. My passions are people, plants and wildlife and my interests 

include snowdrops, perennials, shrubs and trees and I belong to several of 
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the Specialist Groups. I like to travel and visit gardens, nurseries and 

attend meetings and have previously spent time as a volunteer propagator 

and gardener and also grown and sold plants at a local WI market. My own 

small, organic garden is in cottage garden style which brings rich rewards 

in the form of daily visits from lots of birds and two hedgehogs. 

I have had a varied and interesting working life, some of which was with the 

NHS, both in secondary and primary care as an administrator, trainer and 

manager. I have studied part time, gaining a Cert Ed and taught garden 

planning at night classes. 

I should welcome the opportunity to contribute to the ongoing success of 

the HPS as a Trustee in as helpful a way as possible and encourage more 

people to take up gardening by joining with us and sharing the incredible 

amount of expertise and knowledge we have in our society. 

 
 

HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY AND AGM 
Saturday 28 March 2020 

 
 

Hosted by HPS Dorset Group 
at The Allendale Centre, Hanham Road, WIMBORNE, Dorset BH21 1AS 
Wimborne lies on the Rivers Stour and Allen some 10 miles north of Poole 
and Bournemouth. It was an old Saxon settlement and the foundation of 
the Wimborne Minster dates back to the beginning of the 8th century. The 
present Minster, with its twin mottled brown towers dominating the town, 
dates back to the 12th century and contains a chained library and the 
famous Quarterjack, a 14th century astronomical clock. Wimborne is a 
regular winner in the regional and national ‘In Bloom’ awards 

The Allendale Centre is a purpose built venue in the centre of the town, 
with adjacent car parks and in-house catering at the Village Green café. 
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Ticket Prices 

 Ticket and cooked lunch £25 

 Ticket only                       £18 

Both these include welcome refreshments, tea after lunch and mid-

afternoon. 

 Attendance for AGM only, 1.30pm-2.40pm free of charge, but ticket 

needed to reserve place. 

Booking: 

Use the form on page 27;  
OR online at http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society 
OR via the HPS website under Meet us at Events. 

Please indicate on the booking form if you have any special 
dietary requirements. 

 

This event was advertised to members in the November 2019 
Newsletter and on the website. The response has been good, with 
over 50 members booked already. 

NB Booking closes 14 March 2020 

 

PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY 
9.15am Registration, Plant Sales, Raffle, 

Complimentary homemade refreshments by 

Dorset Group 

10.45am  Welcome and introduction 

11.00am  Keith Wiley: Creating Habitats for Special Plants 

12.15pm  Question and answer session 

12.25pm Lunch and plant sales, tea and coffee 

1.30pm  Annual General Meeting 

2.40pm  Tea and coffee break, raffle and plant 

sales 

3.10pm  Mat Reese: Malverleys, Making 

and  Keeping a Flower Garden 

4.10pm  Question and answer 

session 

4.20pm   Closing remarks 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society
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Keith Wiley 
During 25 years as Head Gardener at The 

Garden House in Devon, Keith evolved a style 

of gardening based on modifying natural 

landscapes from around the globe. His own 

garden, Wildside, created over the last 14 

years, is described as “one of the most 

exciting and innovative gardens in Britain 

today and the best example of leading-edge 

horticulture in the country”. 

 

                Mat Reese 

 

Having started as an apprentice at Ness 

Botanic Gardens, he trained at Wisley, Kew, 

and Great Dixter before becoming the Head 

Gardener at Malverleys, a 10 acre private 

estate near Newbury. He’s described as one 

of the top-echelon gardeners working in 

Britain. “Design is like good music or a good 

novel” he says. “It’s all about entertaining  

people, creating an atmosphere, keeping 

them engaged as they explore”. 

 

PLANT STALL HOLDERS 

 Avon Bulbs www.avonbulbs.co.uk  01460 242177 

Both potted spring bulbs and dormant summer bulbs. Pre-order from 
spring list to collect post free. 

 CB Plants www.cbplants.co.uk   

Hardy perennials, unusual herbs and native plants. Pre-order by email  
cbplantsinfo@gmail.com  

 Leesa’s Not Just Alpines. No website. 

A good selection of garden worthy alpines, early bulbs and cottage garden 
perennials. Pre-order by email leesasnotjustalpines@gmail.com  or      

07900 815636 

 Niwaki www.niwaki.com   

      Japanese fine garden and woodworking tools, knives and outdoor gear. 
      Pre-order by telephone ONLY to avoid postage charges. 01747 445059 

 Members’ Plant Stall 
Other Stalls:  

HPS Booklets and Sundries HPS Seeds Distribution 
HPS Conservation Group  HPS Shade & Woodland Group 
HPS Dorset Group Raffle 

 

 

http://www.avonbulbs.co.uk/
http://www.cbplants.co.uk/
mailto:cbplantsinfo@gmail.com
mailto:leesasnotjustalpines@gmail.com
http://www.niwaki.com/
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Travel to Wimborne: 
By Car: 

 A31 from the East or West. 

 B3082 or B3078 from the North. 
By Train: 

 Poole Station, approx. 9 miles, More Buses routes 3 or 4 or   taxi 

 Bournemouth, approx. 10 miles Yellow Buses route 6 or taxi 
Car park adjacent to venue:  

 Allendale North car park BH21 1AU, long stay, 91 spaces.  Pay & 
Display: All day parking  (10 hours) £3.20 

Accommodation:  
Wimborne: 

 Hotels: The Kings Head or Minster Arms 

 B&B: Gordon House, Wimborne 
Nearby: 

 Hotels: Premier Inn: nearest Cabot Lane, Poole – 10miles 

 B&B: St Algars at Holt 4 miles from Wimborne 
Please phone Wimborne Tourist Information 01202 886116 or 
see Visit Dorset website for more local guesthouses and B&B  
https://www.visit-dorset.com/visitor-information/wimborne-
tourist-information-centre-p1408313 
Gardens and nurseries to visit: 

 Knoll Gardens, nr Wimborne. BH21 7ND www.knollgardens.co.uk    

RHS Partner Garden. Open Friday 10am-4pm. Free for HPS members 
attending AGM. Closed Sunday.  

 Kingston Lacy House & Gardens, Wimborne BH21 4EA 
National Trust 

 Abbotsbury Subtropical Gardens nr Weymouth DT34LA  
RHS Partner Garden. www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk  

 Compton Acres, Poole. BH13 7ES Open daily 10am-4pm. 
RHS Partner Garden. www.comptonacres.co.uk 
These details were prepared in September 2019, and are subject change. 
Any major alterations will be advised via the website. 
For further information  

 Clare Powell HPS Administrator: 01386 710317  
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk  

 Elaine Lofthouse, HPS Dorset Group: 01258 451580 
dorsethps@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.visit-dorset.com/visitor-information/wimborne-tourist-information-centre-p1408313
https://www.visit-dorset.com/visitor-information/wimborne-tourist-information-centre-p1408313
http://www.knollgardens.co.uk/
http://www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk/
http://www.comptonacres.co.uk/
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:dorsethps@gmail.com
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HPS SHOWS AND EVENTS CALENDAR 2020 
Congratulations and thank you to all those who have committed 
themselves to representing the HPS at shows and events in 2020. We 
hope you find the whole experience fulfilling and enjoyable. 
The details for the following shows and events are correct at the time of 
going to press.  The calendar is kept up-to-date in the Members only area 
of the website. You can notify us of new dates at  
showsandevents@hardy-plant.org.uk   and check what is in the pipeline if 
you are organising a major event further ahead, to avoid clashes. 

Sue Lander and Julie Harvey 
Yellow highlights new dates added 

16/02/2020 Galanthus Study Day & AGM, 
Nottinghamshire 

Galanthus Group 

28/03/2020 Annual Lecture Day and AGM, 
Allendale Centre, Wimbourne 
BH21 1AS 

Dorset Group 

28/03/2020 Spring Plant Fair, East Lambrook 
Manor Gardens, Somerset TA13 
5HH 

Somerset Group 

04/04/2020 Passionate about Plants, Brunel 
University 

Middlesex Group 

4-5/04/2020 Cornwall Spring Flower Show, 
Wadebridge 

Cornwall Group  

18/04/2020 Pulmonaria Day, Holehird 
Gardens, Windermere 

Pulmonaria Group 

18/04/2020 Lecture Day, Garboldisham 
Village Hall, Norfolk, with Fergus 
Garrett  

Norfolk and Suffolk 
Group 

18/04/2020 Public Plant Sale, The Community 
Hut, Ruislip HA4 8BD 

Middlesex Group 

23-
26/04/2020 

Harrogate Spring Flower Show West Yorkshire 
Group 

25/04/2020 Plant Sale, West Monkton Village 
Hall, Taunton TA2 8NF 

Somerset Group 

02/05/2020 Lecture Day with Dan Hinkley   Lincolnshire Group 
07-10/05/2020 RHS Malvern Spring Festival HPS National team 

08/05/2020 Public Plant Auction, Paxton Hall, 
Leeds 

West Yorkshire Group 

08-10/05/2020 Plant Sale at Holdenby House 
Home, Food and Garden Fair, NN6 
8DJ 

Northamptonshire 
Group 

09/05/2020 Public Plant Sale, The Community 
Hut, Ruislip HA4 8BD 

Middlesex Group 

10/05/2020 Grand Plant Fair, Weatherley 
Centre, Eagle Farm Rd. 
Biggleswade, Beds, SG18 8JH 

Cambs and Beds 
Group 

mailto:showsandevents@hardy-plant.org.uk
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16/05/2020 Special Lecture Day, Britannia 
Manchester Airport Hotel 

Shade and Woodland 
Plants Group 

17/05/2020 Plant Sale, Holywell Community 
Centre, Flintshire CH8 7TQ 

Clwyd Group 

24/05/2020 Plant Fair, Fox Cottage, 
Cottesmore Rd, Ashwell, Rutland 
LE15 7L J 

Rutland Group 

24/05/2020  Plant Fair, Highfields Farm, 
Penperlleni, Pontypool NP4 0AA 

Monmouthshire 
Group 

30/05/2020 Hardy Geranium Group  Annual 
Study Day, Wrenbury, nr 
Nantwich, Cheshire 

Hardy Geranium 
Group 

30/05/2020 Public Plant Sale, St Peter’s 
Church Hall, Earley, Reading, 
RG6 1EY 

Berkshire Group 

06/06/2020 Public Plant Sale, The Community 
Hut, Ruislip HA4 8BD 

Middlesex Group 

11-
14/06/2020 

RHS Chatsworth Flower Show HPS National Team 

13/06/2020 Summer Lecture Day “The 
English Flower Garden”, Sheffield 
Botanic Garden  

South Pennine Group 

13/06/2020 Annual Plant Sale, Preston 
Patrick Memorial Hall near 
Kendal, Cumbria 

Cumbria Group 

13/06/2020 Peony Day & AGM,  
Welton Village Hall, Lincolnshire 

Peony Group 

14/06/2020  Annual Lecture and AGM Variegated Plant 
Group 

22-
26/07/2020  

RHS Tatton Park Show Cheshire & Friends   
Group           

18-
21/06/2020 

BBC Gardeners’ World Live Staffordshire Group  

20/06/2020 AGM and meeting Ranunculaceae 
Group 

05/07/2020 Summer Plant Fair, Lower 
Severalls, Somerset TA18 7NX 

Somerset Group 

1-2/08/2020 Chorley Flower Show North West Group 

14-
15/08/2020 

Shrewsbury Flower Show Shropshire Group 

18-
20/09/2020 

Harrogate Autumn Flower Show 
(at Newby Hall & Gardens) 

 

10/10/2020 Lecture Day Lincolnshire Group 

10/11/2020 HPS Postholders, London HPS Postholders 
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THE HPS GALANTHUS GROUP 
The 9th AGM and Study day will take place in Nottinghamshire on Sunday 
16 February 2020, the speakers will be Mark Brown from Normandy and 
Anne Repnow flying across from Germany.  

This is a members only event and places may be restricted. 
Further information from Lyn Miles galanthus@hardy-plant.org.uk 
 

PULMONARIA DAY 2020 
Pulmonaria Day 2020 will be held on Saturday 18 April at the lovely 
HOLEHIRD Gardens near Windermere in the Lake District. Group member 
Rosemary Ashley is a volunteer there and has created a Pulmonaria Walk 
within the garden to showcase Pulmonarias.  
The morning meeting will be held in the meeting room at the Garden. Apart 
from the AGM there will be a talk by our Newsletter Editor Gordon James 
on Pulmonarias in his garden. 
There will be the increasingly popular Seedling Competition. So if a 
seedling has popped up in your garden that you think has something 
special or different, then why not bring it along to the meeting to show to us 
all and at the same time enter it in the competition. 
There will also be a Group plant stall where you will almost certainly be 
able to find plants that are not listed in the RHS Plant Finder or available at 
any Nursery. We also have an Auction for any rare or special plants that 
are brought for sale. 
 
You do not have to be a member to come to the meeting, visitors are 
welcome. However, it is cheaper to join the Group than come to the 
meeting as a visitor, as this year Group members come for free. 
We would love to welcome you to the meeting and why not make a 
weekend of it in lovely Cumbria. 
 
For non members, an application form is available on the Pulmonaria 
Group section of the HPS Website or from the Secretary, Barry 
Street,whose details are in the back of this Newsletter. 
 

HARDY GERANIUM DAY 2020 
AGM, TALK AND GARDEN VISITS 

SATURDAY 30 MAY 2020 
All are welcome at this year's Hardy Geranium Day, which will be held at 
Wrenbury, near Nantwich, in Cheshire on Saturday 30 May.   
We will meet in Wrenbury Village Hall from 9.30 am and Julie Ritchie, Hoo 
House Nursery, will give a talk on The most successful geraniums I've seen 
and plants to go with them. This promises to be fascinating, as getting 
successful plant combinations is often challenging, particularly for those of 
us with so many geraniums in their gardens! 
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In the afternoon we will visit Sue and Dave Clarke's national collection of 
Geranium sylvaticum and Geranium renardii and Carolyn and Jack 
Kennedy’s beautiful garden nearby. 
Geranium Group Members:  £10.  Other HPS Members and guests: £17 
(includes 2020 Hardy Geranium Group membership).   
Bookings / enquiries to:  Alastair Hodge (azhodge@hotmail.co.uk ); 
01347 821678; or send a stamped addressed envelope to 4 Mill Mount, 
Crayke Road, Easingwold, North Yorkshire, YO61 3PW. 
Further details can be found on the group's page on the HPS website 
(http://bit.ly/hpshgg ). 
 
PEONY GROUP AGM AND PEONY DAY, SATURDAY JUNE 13 

2020 
The Peony Group AGM and talk will be held at Welton Village Hall, 
Lincolnshire, LN2 3LU.  After the AGM the speaker will be Jo Bennison, of 
Bennison Peonies talking on The Itoh hybrids and other A-list peonies.  In 
the afternoon we will visit Bennison Peonies, where plants can be ordered 
to be supplied bare root in the autumn, followed by a visit to Brightwater 
Garden, an 8 acre twenty-first century garden with shrub and herbaceous 
planting, including peonies and roses, a small lake and arboretum.  
Details: £12.00 for HPS Peony Group members, £14.00 for HPS members 
and £15.00 for visitors 

 
VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING 2020 

We are very pleased to announce that the 2020 meeting of the VPG will be 
held on Sunday 14 June in Norfolk and our host, Chris Davies, is 
organising a full day of activities for us. Attendees at recent VPG events will 
know Chris for her enthusiastic participation in the auction and so I’m very 
much looking forward to starting the day at her garden, near Dereham, 
where she will also offer some refreshments. From there we will move to a 
local village hall for the usual indoor discussions and auction. Following this 
we will visit the garden of Jane Lister at Severals Grange. This is the 
garden associated with Hoecroft Nursery which, although no longer trading 
as a nursery, will be well known to variegated plant enthusiasts for the 
extensive range of these plants previously offered for sale. 
Our choice of date has been determined to follow the East Ruston Plant 
Fair the day before, so your journey to Norfolk can be rewarded by a full 
weekend of garden visiting and plant buying! 
On this occasion, unlike most previous VPG Days, we will be arranging a 
booking system. Full details will be given to VPG members in my 
Secretaries Newsletter but if you are not a member please contact me for 
more information on booking – you will be made very welcome! My contact 
details are listed under Special Interest Groups at the rear of this 
Newsletter.                                                                    

Brian Dockerill 

mailto:azhodge@hotmail.co.uk
http://bit.ly/hpshgg
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Mick & Jimi 
Blake 

BIRTHDAY TREAT IN 
IRELAND 

As Worcestershire group of 
the Hardy Plant Society 
begins to celebrate its 25

th
 

anniversary, we have a 
treat planned for 2020 – a six-day trip to County 
Wicklow in southern Ireland. Here’s an outline 
of the itinerary for the six-day tour, which is 
scheduled for June 17 to June 22.  
The first and last days will be devoted to travel between Worcester and our 
hotel, the four-star Ferrycarrig Hotel, near Wexford, a 102-bedroom 
establishment which gets a 9 out of 10 ‘superb’ review score on 
Booking.com. It overlooks the River Slaney estuary and has a swimming 
pool plus spa and wellness centre. Efforts continue to identify a good hotel 
nearer most of the gardens. This summer sees Dublin being one of the 
host cities for Euro 2020 – and many hotels are already heavily booked. 
The cost of the tour will be a maximum of £805 per head per shared room, 
there’s a £160 single supplement and a minimum of 30 people are needed 
for the tour to proceed.  
Twelve gardens are included – three on each of our four full days in Ireland 
– including Jimi Blake’s magnificent 20-acre garden at Blessington, and 
Powerscourt, voted the world’s third most beautiful garden. They have 
been chosen with the help of the Dublin Garden Club, local garden owners 
and a former HPS member who lives in the area for six months of the year. 
All have been visited by HPS Worcestershire chairman Mick Dunstan. 

A £50 deposit will be needed by March 1, 2020, with the full balance 
payable by April 8, 2020. Please send your name, address and contact 
number and email with a cheque made payable to Hardy Plant Society 
Worcestershire to Mick Dunstan, 14 Whittington Road, Worcester WR5 
2JU. His mobile is 07739 944785 and email is mick.dunstan@sky.com 
should you have queries or want to chat. 

The cost includes half-board accommodation, return ferry 
to Dublin, entrance to all gardens, executive coach, 
refreshments at the vast majority of gardens and lunch with 
Jimi on our first day’s garden visiting. Where refreshments 
are not included, locations have catering options available 
for people to buy what they wish.  
The 12 gardens are Jimi Blake’s beautiful Hunting Brook, 

June Blake’s garden, Patthana, Ardan, National Botanic 

Gardens, Dublin, Helen Dillon’s new garden, Mount 

Usher, National Botanic Gardens at Killmacurragh, 

Corke Lodge, Trudder Grange, Powerscourt and 

Knockrose. The tour has been arranged in conjunction 

with Floral Tours, whose representative will be travelling with us. 

Powerscourt 
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HPS RANUNCULACEAE GROUP 
Saturday 20 June 2020 

Guest Speaker Timothy Walker followed by 
a visit to Coton Manor Gardens and Nursery 

 
Cost: Ranunculaceae members: £7 or non-members £13.50 

 
Next year’s meeting of the 
Ranunculaceae Group is coming to 
middle England - Watford Village Hall, 
Northamptonshire. Following the AGM, 
we will have the annual lecture 
presented by Timothy Walker, who is 
putting together a new talk especially 
for the group which he has provisionally 
entitled - Irresistable Ranunculaceae. 
He will look at examples of how the 

many genera of Ranunculaceae contribute to our lives. 
In the afternoon, there will be a visit to Coton Manor Gardens and Nursery.  
The gardens are extensive and the nursery has 1000s of plants for sale, 
most of which are propagated at Coton.  There is a cafe which offers a 
selection of light meals and snacks or attendees are welcome to bring a 
packed lunch to eat at 
the Hall or on the 
adjoining green.  
If you would like to join 
us for the day please go 
to the HPS website 
where the 
Ranunculaceae Group 
can be found under 
MEET US AT in the 
Special Interest section, 
where a booking form 
can be downloaded or 
email Susie Mitchell at ranunculaceae@hardy-plant.org.uk to request a 
booking form. Priority booking for Ranunculaceae members until the end of 
the year.  We look forward to welcoming you to what should be an 
informative and welcoming day. 

Susie Mitchell 



 18 
 



 19 

 
 

 

SHADE & WOODLAND 
PLANT GROUP 

 

Sixth Meeting will be a Lecture Day 
Saturday 16 May 2020 at the 

Britannia Airport Hotel, Manchester 
In addition to our three excellent speakers there will be a rare and unusual 
Plant Auction, members’ plants for sale, and stands from Crug Farm 
Plants, Swines Meadow Farm Nursery, and Woodlands Plants, a raffle and 
homemade teas. 
 
Christopher Bailes – Always something to keep you amused: a brief 

history of shade planting and the story of developing his own 
new Devon garden. 
 Previously curator of both the Chelsea Physic Garden and 
RHS Rosemoor Garden, Chris is a member of the RHS 
Orchid Committee, President of the Devon Branch of Plant 
Heritage and the Alpine Garden Society, a Trustee of the 
Fortescue Garden Trust which administers The Garden 
House in Devon. 
 
 
Bleddyn Wynn-Jones –Discoveries and recent introductions 

of Ruscus & Aspidistra 
Sue and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones are the owners of 
Crug Farm Plants where they specialise in 
introducing new and wondrous plants from their 
annual expeditions to remote corners of the globe. 
 

 Dan Hinckley – Minions of the Shade, Asia and 
Beyond 
Dan is an American plantsman, garden writer, 
horticulturist and nurseryman. He is best known 
for establishing the garden and nursery at 
Heronswood and continues to travel extensively 
to discover new plants. 
 
Ticket Price: £24.00 for members of the Shade & 
Woodlands Plant Group. 
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TO BOOK: email Diana Garner on Montana@cholesbury.net or mail to 

Montana, Shire Lane, Cholesbury, Herts HP23 6NA giving your name, address, 
telephone number, email address and HPS membership number. If space 
available non-members may book after 1 April at £34.00. 

Electronic transfer details are: Branch sort code: 403202, Account no: 
21574647, Account name: Shade and Woodlands Plant Group, Reference: 
Your HPS membership number and last name, OR cheques should be made 
payable to HPS Shade & Woodland Plants Group and sent to Diana Garner. 

 
 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY SOUTH PENNINE GROUP 
presents 

NATIONAL LECTURE DAY –  
THE ENGLISH FLOWER BORDER 

Saturday 13 June 2020 
at 

Sheffield Botanical Gardens, Clarkehouse Road, Sheffield, S10 2LN 
 

DON WITTON – Nurseryman, lecturer and author.  
‘The Creation and Evolution of the English 

Herbaceous Border’ 
 

DR ANDREW WARD – Owner of Norwell Gardens, 
nurseryman and lecturer. 
‘Bordering on Brilliance’ 

 
TIMOTHY WALKER – Former Director Oxford BG. 

‘Bordering on Insanity – creating an all year round border’ 
 

plus nursery plant sales 
self-guided garden tours (maps provided) 

 
£18 including light refreshments 

Optional pre-booked packed lunches £7 available at time of booking  
 

How to book: Download a booking form from our web site - 
www.southpenninehps.btck.co.uk 

Don’t have IT? Ask a friend to print out a form. 
 (Please send booking form, SAE, and cheques payable to HPS South Pennine Group 

to Pam Hutchinson, 29 Alms Hill Road, Sheffield, S11 9RR) 
Tel: 0779 1777132 Email: pam.hutchinson57@icloud.com 

** Members can make it a full weekend as the RHS Show at Chatsworth  
(15 miles away) is on from the 10– 14 June 2020 
 

mailto:Montana@cholesbury.net
http://www.southpenninehps.btck.co.uk/
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STRATEGIC REVIEW OF THE HPS 
It’s been over 60 years since the Society’s objectives were set. Since then, 
there have been many changes, which have had a fundamental impact on 
the way we garden, from climate change and biodiversity, through to the 
trend towards smaller gardens. If we, as a Society, are to remain relevant 
and current in 2020 and beyond, we need to consider how we meet these 
challenges and the Society we want to be in the future. 
In light of this, the Board of Trustees has decided to undertake a Strategic 
Review of the HPS which will review our objectives and consider the best 
way to deliver these. It will also look at our offer to our members and the 
wider public and how National and Local and Special Interest Groups can 
best work together and support each other. 
The Review is being undertaken by a small Working Party of Trustees, led 
by Lorraine Shepherd, reporting to the HPS Board of Trustees. Its first job 
will be to agree the scope and Terms of Reference for the Review and to 
set a time frame for its completion.  
As part of the Review, we will be looking to gain feedback and information 
from a wide range of sources. We are grateful to the Secretaries and 
Committees of Local and Special Interest Groups, who have already given 
us some initial feedback to inform the scope of the Review, and intend to 
carry out wider consultation as part of the Review itself. 
We will keep you informed about the Review as it progresses. We have 
also set up a dedicated email address review@hardy-plant.org.uk for 
communications relating to the Review. If you have any comments, 
suggestions or feedback at any stage, please send them to this address.  

Lorraine Shepherd 
 

RESULTS OF PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2019 
This was my first year as photo librarian so I can't really compare with 
previous years regarding numbers, but it does look like we had a significant 
number of entries this year. We judged 98 pictures in total. 
 
So here we go: this year’s winners are: 
Category One: Individual hardy perennial 

1. Emily Blackmore - Eryngium yuccifolium 
2. Karin Proudfoot - Eranthis hyemalis 
3. Robert Hinchcliffe - Lonicera periclymenum 'Serotina', leaf detail in 

spring 
Category Two: Plant grouping, border, garden view or HPS event 

1. Ruth Plant - Yew Tree Garden 
2. Louise Sims - Summer group in pots by our front door 
3. Euan Greig - Echinops and Fennel 

Category Three: Junior 
1. Tom Martin (14) - Fern 
2. Mya Jassim (6) - Dinosaur gramp’s garden 
3. Francesca Vaughan (7) - Butterfly on Nana's geranium 
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Congratulations to the winners! I would like to thank everyone who sent in 
their pictures and please do try again next year. I would also like to thank 
the judges Winsome Muir and Jianhua Liu who judged as I thought they 
would: honest and never shy of an argument. They already asked to do it 
again next year as they enjoyed it so much! 

Matthias Dejaegher 
 

 
BORDER PHLOX 

The HPS booklet Phlox 
was first published in 
2001 with information on 
border phlox (by 
Jennifer Harmer) and 
on woodlanders and 
alpines (by Jack Elliott). 
A new booklet Border 
Phlox is now being 
prepared by Margaret 
Stone and will be 
published in Spring 
2020. The new edition 
will update on growing 

border phlox and have descriptions of more than three hundred cultivars, 
old and new. There will be many coloured photographs to help identification 
together with advice on cultivation, propagation and preventing pests and 
diseases. Everything you need to help you grow the perfect phlox! 
The booklet will be for sale on-line and, as usual, members can buy it at a 
reduced price. 
If you don’t already have the others in the series, why not treat yourself to 
one now?  Hardy Chrysanthemums, Euphorbias, Ferns, Geraniums, 
Hostas, Penstemons, Peonies and Pulmonarias are all available via our 
website. 

Jan Craig (Booklets Editor) 
 

CONSERVATION SCHEME 
The Conservation Scheme is growing, with new Local Groups participating 
and new additions to the plant list. As the national Co-ordinator I have had 
the opportunity to visit a number of Groups to talk about the Scheme and 
this has widened the understanding of our efforts to conserve cultivated 
plants and the way the Scheme gives members the chance to grow and 
observe conservation plants in their own gardens.  
 
The Annual Meeting and Plant Exchange in September was well attended 
with some Groups represented for the first time. The co-ordinators 
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discussed re-listing plants previously included in the Scheme (if they can 
be sourced) as RHS Plant Finder entries do not necessarily indicate a 
secure future in the nursery trade. All plants currently in the Scheme were 
reviewed and over 300 plants were brought for the Exchange, including 10 
new introductions, as the Hampshire Group continue to merge their local 
conservation efforts with the HPS Scheme.  
 
I was asked to contribute an article about the Conservation Scheme for the 
spring issue of the HPS Journal and there have been monthly features 
about conservation plants on the website. This is a good way to publicise 
the Society's conservation work to HPS members and the public, raising 
awareness about good plants that are in danger of being lost from our 
gardens. 

Jan Vaughan 
 

SEED DISTRIBUTION 
A big thank you to everyone who donated seed. It is pleasing to note that 
33 members donated for the first time. 
 

 
 
After the orders for seed distribution have been completed there is some 
seed which is available to groups who are taking a stand at a show in the 
spring, to be used to give to members of the public as part of the Society’s 
publicity. Groups who would like seed for this purpose please contact me 
with details of where and for how many days. 
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Seed is also available for community and charitable trust gardens, such as 
hospice gardens, sensory gardens, National Trust gardens, school gardens 
and horticultural schemes for people with special needs etc. Anyone with a 
contact with similar bodies who would like to acquire some seed please get 
in touch with me, Diane Puncheon the Seed Distribution Coordinator at 
seed@hardy-plant.org 

Diane Puncheon 
 

CORNUCOPIA 
Showcasing the best writing from HPS local and specialist group 
Newsletters, Cornucopia is a great read and an absolute bargain at only £3 
for two full-colour issues a year.  You can now subscribe to the 
magazine on the Cornucopia page of the HPS website, which is ideal if you 
forgot to add it when you renewed your membership.  Just go to bit.ly/hps-
cornucopia and click on the blue-highlighted link.  You can browse articles 
from previous issues on the same webpage.  The magazine is now 
available to all, so even non-members can subscribe.   
 
Alternatively, send a cheque for £3 (to include UK postage), payable to The 
Hardy Plant Society, to: HPS Administrator, 3 Basepoint Centre, Crab 
Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP (please write Cornucopia on the back of 
the cheque). 

Marion Jay, Cornucopia Editor 
 
 
FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
Contact: The office is open every weekday Monday – Thursday 0900 – 
1700, Fridays 0900 – 1300. Please note that there is only one telephone 
line, therefore if a call is already connected your call will go straight to the 
answer phone. Please do leave a message and you will be called back at 
the first available opportunity. Tel: 01386 710317 Email: clare@hardy-
plant.org.uk 
Post: All items sent out from the office are sent by second class post, our 

details are included so that in the event of non-delivery the item will be 
returned to the office. Please remember to update your address and 
contact details with the office in the event of a house move so that we can 
ensure that your publications reach you in a timely fashion. 
Membership Number: All memberships are allocated an exclusive 6 digit 
membership number starting with 8…..as soon as the membership is 
activated. Your membership number will be sent with the new member’s 
pack (on the introductory letter) and does not change during the course of 
your membership. Please make a note of this number and use it in all 
correspondence with the office as it can be extremely difficult to isolate the 
correct membership account without the number. You will also need your 
membership number to join a local and/or specialist group. If you have lost 
your number I will be happy to send a reminder via email. 

mailto:seed@hardy-plant.org
http://bit.ly/hps-cornucopia
http://bit.ly/hps-cornucopia
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Subscription Renewals: All membership subscriptions run from 1 January 
– 31 December each year. You may renew your membership for the 
following year from the 1 October. Included in your pack is a standing order 
form which, once completed and handed to your bank (please use the first 
4 letters of your surname with your 6 digit membership number as a 

reference), will ensure your subscription is automatically renewed on 1 
January each year. Note: standing orders may only be changed or 
cancelled by the bank account holder. 
Please note we are no longer able to accept telephone card payments. 
General Enquiries: The office is happy to help with all enquiries and will 
always endeavour to respond to emails and answer phone messages 
within 48 hours. Many answers to general questions, including details of all 
local and national events, may be found on our website and we encourage 
members to make use of the many resources available via the site:  
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/ please create a member’s account and you 
will then be able to access the members’ area which includes the Bed & 
Breakfast List, Open Gardens List & Register of Lecturers. 
Please note many of the events, plant sales and talks are organized 
by local & specialist groups – any questions should therefore be 
directed to the relevant group secretary. 
HPS Booklets – please order from the web:  
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/publications/booklets or use the order form in 
the newsletter. 
 
Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  
 
These lists are all available on the website using the following link: 
https://www.hardy-plant.org.uk  or from the Administrator, please email 
your request to admin@hardy-plant.org.uk  

Clare Powell, Administrator 
 
 

LAPEL BADGES 

Show your support for the HPS with one of our 
lapel badges.  They are made of enamelled metal 
and feature the HPS hellebore. Order online at 
£2.20 including p&p or Groups can order bulk 
supplies at a reduced cost 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/publications/booklets
https://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
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Annual Lecture Day and AGM  
28 March 2020 Booking form 

 
Name (of person making the booking and address 
for tickets): 
 
 

HPS no: 

Address 
 

 

 

 

 

Post code 
 

Tel: Email: 

 Price No of 
tickets 

Lecture day with AGM 

and lunch 

£25  

Lecture day with AGM 
and bring your own 
lunch 

£18  

AGM only No charge  

TOTAL cost of tickets   

Please circle as required: 

Vegetarian/Vegan/Gluten Free/Nut Free 
Names in CAPITALS as they 

should appear on the 

badges 

HPS Group 

  

  

  

  

 

PTO for payment details 
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Cheques payable to ‘The Hardy Plant Society’ 

 
Please send your completed booking form with a cheque and 
stamped addressed A5 envelope to: 

 HPS Administrator, 3 Basepoint Centre, Crab Apple Way, 
Evesham, WORCS, WR11 1GP 

 
PLEASE RETURN BY 14 MARCH 2020 

 
OR book online using card payment at http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-
plant-society  
 
OR via the HPS website under Meet Us at Events 

 

The information sheets will be emailed to members booking online. 

 
ANY QUERIES: tel: 01386 710317 or email: admin@hardy-plant.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
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Please print this form out and fill in the fields below 
Post it to the HPS Office (address below) with a cheque if 

appropriate 
 
Quantity Title Cost Total 

  Ferns                                      £5.50   

  Geraniums                               £5.50   

  Hardy Garden Chrysanthemums                 £5.50   

  Peonies                                       £5.50   

 Pulmonarias £5.50  

  Euphorbias                                  £3.00   

  Hostas                                         £3.00   

  Penstemons                                £3.00   

  Total of order     

                               Postage and packaging is free to members 

Name  

Membership 
Number (6 
Digits) 

 

Address 
 

 

Postcode  

Tel No (for 
queries) 

 

PAYMENT VIA ONLINE BANKING 
Make payment to “The Hardy Plant Society” 

30212407 
-11-60 

number as a reference 
has 

been made by online transfer & include the date of the transfer 
The Administrator: 
3, Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, Worcestershire. 
WR11 1GP 
Payment by cheque should be made out to The Hardy Plant Society 
Queries? Please call the administrator on 01386 710317 Mon–Fri 9am– 1pm 

HPS MEMBERS ONLY 
BOOKLET ORDER FORM (POSTAL 
OPTION) 
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Helleborus foetidus 
Wester Flisk Group 

  

Coronilla valentine subsp. glauca 


