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We’ve stayed in during this aberrant age. We’ve
washed hands. We’ve clapped. Some of us have been
dragged, kicking and screaming, through Zoom and
even downloaded the Candide garden app. But, I
confess, I’ve yet to Tik Tok.
This is my first issue. So, first of all, thanks for all
the help I’ve been given since that day in March
when I got the job. That’s genuine thanks to my
predecessor, Lynne Hackett, who stood down after five
years in the role and left such big boots to fill, and a
host of others around the Society.
Lockdown began 10 days after I got the job and,
in a flash, the usual content just vanished! So, we
talked about changes and, possibly, an effort to make
it a bit more people friendly. This is the result. Let us
know what you make of it.
Those aren’t just words. I really mean it – we
want to know what you’re doing in your garden, the
things you see that will interest our members, great
speakers you’ve listened to and so on. I can’t
guarantee to include every single one – but I will do
my very best. Apologies to the few people whose
contributions didn’t quite make it this time.
Along with our brilliant website, this is where
you’ll still be able to find information about what’s
going on across the country.
I became an HPS member 10 years ago and I’m
missing the companionship of our growing group in
Worcestershire – gardeners are good people!

Mick Dunstan, Newsletter editor
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One topic has dominated all our thoughts
this spring and we have faced a situation we
could never have imagined would threaten
our lives and families in such a sudden way.
We feel for those who have lost family and
friends to the Covid-19 virus, indebted to
those who have worked on to keep us safe
Chair Jan Vaughan and keep supplies available, and optimistic
that we may be starting to see a way ahead.
with the Society’s
It was an extraordinary week in March
latest developments
when realisation dawned that the calendar
would be wiped clean for many months to come. News of cancelled events came fast, with decisions
needed and announcements to be made. First came the ALD/AGM, and at very short notice the Dorset
Group managed to move the arrangements to September. However as the situation has evolved it
appears that restrictions will continue for longer than we anticipated and reluctantly we have
decided to cancel the September date too. This is very disappointing for Dorset and we are very sorry
not to be able to go ahead with such a good day promised with two excellent speakers. You will find
the arrangements for a postal ballot on the business of the AGM in this Newsletter and the
opportunity to vote by e-mail or post. The Annual Statement and Financial Statements are available
on the HPS website in the Members Only area. Over the last year, several Trustees have resigned for
personal reasons and so we are fortunate to have three nominations for Lynne Hackett, Tricia
Newton and Keith Scott to stand as Trustees this year.
Around the country Local and Special Interest Groups have been facing a similar situation with
all meetings, shows and other events such as plant sales and holidays cancelled and committees
have had to work quickly to let their members know what is happening. Our Office at Basepoint has
been closed and Clare is working from home. Unfortunately there have been limitations to what is
possible, but all enquiries and orders will be dealt with as soon as possible.
With no chance for face to face contact or garden visiting, social media has come into its own and
many of us have been enjoying sharing our plants and gardens on the new Facebook page, Hardy
Plant Community, created by Lorraine and Diane, two of our Trustees. It’s clear that not only do we
have very many keen gardeners, but some expert photographers too. And with nothing to keep us
from being in the garden every day, it has been a chance to really observe the details of plants and
wildlife. Don’t forget to send your best photos to the Image Library and an entry to the Photographic
Competition, and you have a great opportunity to write something for the Journal too.
What a time to take over as Newsletter Editor with no events to advertise or report! So thank you to
Mick Dunstan who remained undaunted and has taken the opportunity to produce a new look for
the Newsletter.
Border phlox are great plants for the flower garden and my interest has been re-kindled by the
introduction of several varieties to the Conservation Scheme last year. I am waiting to see how they
perform and look forward to the publication of the revised HPS booklet due this summer.
At the moment, it is too early to know when we will be able to resume meetings and plant sales,
but meanwhile stay safe, enjoy your gardens and keep in touch.
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NOTICE of CANCELLATION
of the HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY AND AGM
Unfortunately with the continuing uncertainty about how and when restrictions on travel and social
distancing measures imposed during the coronavirus pandemic will be lifted, there will be no
Annual Lecture Day in 2020. The AGM will take place by postal ballot as set out below. There will be
some changes to the usual format to simplify this process.
THE 63rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AGENDA
1. The minutes of the 62nd Annual General Meeting held on 30th March 2019
(as printed in the July 2019 issue of the Newsletter) are accepted as a correct record.
2. There are no matters arising from the minutes of the 2019 AGM.
3. The Chair’s Annual Report was printed in the February 2020 Newsletter.
4. The HPS Annual Report and Financial Statements
published in the Members Only section of the HPS website
or available by e-mail on request to the Administrator: admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
5. To elect a Chair of the Society
Standing for re-election as Chair: JAN VAUGHAN
Proposer: Linda Crowther Seconded by: Keith Scott
6. To elect the following Officers of the Society.
Standing for Vice-Chair: PAMELA CLARK
Proposer: Jan Vaughan Seconded by: Linda Crowther
Standing for re-election as Honorary Treasurer: STUART SENIOR
Proposer: Roy Stickland Seconded by: Lady Rosemary Fitzgerald
Standing for election as Honorary Secretary: HELEN CURTIS
Proposer: Jan Vaughan Seconded by: Catherine Part
7. To elect the following as Trustees of the Society
The following nominations to serve for the period 2019-2023 have been received:
TRICIA NEWTON Proposer: Jan Vaughan Seconded by: Sue Hough
LYNNE HACKETT Proposer: Jan Vaughan Seconded by: Diane Puncheon
KEITH SCOTT Proposer: Lynne Hackett Seconded by: Linda Crowther
8. To consider a recommendation from the Trustees that the following changes be made to the
Constitution:
Para 3. ‘Membership Registration and Affiliation’ to become ‘Membership and
Registration’
and delete
‘e) Horticultural or other societies, clubs, colleges, private businesses or similar bodies may
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become affiliated with the Society by the annual payment of a sum determined by the trustees in
relation to the size of the affiliating body. The Trustees Committee will also have the power to
decline acceptance of any such application for affiliated membership. Such affiliation will
normally carry with it the same benefits as those attached to one joint membership and will be
entitled to one vote at any General Meeting. The Trustees may, by resolution, and without stating
any reason other than those within the minutes of their business, terminate the affiliation of
bodies affiliated in this manner.’
and
‘g) to be replaced by ‘Neither individual members or Group members shall make claim to speak
on behalf of the Society, without the authority of the Trustees.’
9. To approve the appointment of Haynes Watts as the Independent Examiner of the Society’s
accounts.
OPEN FORUM There will be no Open Forum this year. Any matters put forward for consideration
of the Trustees at the AGM must be received by the Hon Sec by July 1st and will be brought to the next
Trustees meeting.
Brief BIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENTS by members standing for election who are new to the Board
of Trustees are given below. Any member wishing to refer to biographical statements of other
nominees will find them in the Newsletter copy of the minutes for the year of their appointment.
TRICIA NEWTON
I have been a member of the Hardy Plant Society for some years and I am a member of my local
Hampshire Group and also the neighbouring Dorset Group. In 2018 I was delighted to take over as
Chairman of the Hardy Geranium Group.
As a keen gardener I have studied horticulture and garden design over a long period, culminating
in a Foundation Degree in Horticulture with distinction. My passions are people, plants and wild-life
and my interests include snowdrops, perennials, shrubs and trees and I belong to several of the
Specialist Groups. I like to travel and visit gardens, nurseries and attend meetings and have
previously spent time as a volunteer propagator and gardener and also grown and sold plants at a
local WI market. My own small, organic garden is in cottage garden style which brings rich rewards
in the form of daily visits from lots of birds and two hedgehogs.
I have had a varied and interesting working life, some of which was with the NHS, both in
secondary and primary care as an administrator, trainer and manager. I have studied part time,
gaining a Cert Ed and taught garden planning at night classes.
I should welcome the opportunity to contribute to the ongoing success of the HPS as a Trustee in
as helpful a way as possible and encourage more people to take up gardening by joining with us and
sharing the incredible amount of expertise and knowledge we have in our society.
HELEN CURTIS
After a 25 year career in local government, I am now retired and have time to spend doing what I
enjoy most – growing plants for my garden.
I have been a member of the Hardy Plant Society for three years, joining the Western Counties
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Group; I have learned so much about plants at our meetings – from members and guest speakers.
I like to be an active member of the Society. I am on the committee at my local group and
contribute occasionally to the group newsletters. I hope to encourage other members to become
involved and contribute in any way they can, however small, as this is an excellent way to engage
with fellow members and share our common interest. I am also keen to encourage young people to
discover the pleasure of growing plants and consider the career opportunities
In 2018 I was one of a group of members from four local groups who came together to create a
stand showcasing HPS at the RHS Malvern Spring Festival and we are now preparing for 2020.
LYNNE HACKETT
I joined West Yorkshire HPS in January 2013, introduced by friends. I didn’t really understand the
kind of society I had joined but within weeks I was stewarding at RHS Chelsea and the Harrogate
Flower Shows, learning how to put together a Show exhibit, purchasing amazing plants from our
auctions, visiting gardens, learning a massive amount about how we could garden successfully in
our steeply sloping garden – and making many new friends. In 2014 I became the national
newsletter editor, and found myself learning so much more about the wider Society and its value to
members – and making many more friends across the country. From 2014 we started attending day
conferences, specialist meetings, the AGM, as well as our Group holiday and summer garden visits.
In 2017 I became the West Yorkshire Conference lead and we delivered the 2019 Magic of Plants
Conference. My tenure as NL editor came to an end this year and I was asked if I’d become a Trustee
– I was very honoured to be asked and I’d like to give a bit back. I’ve loved being at the heart of this
Society and hope to see it continue to grow and develop. The HPS is a learning organisation of the
very best kind and I want to continue promoting the Society to new members and watch them
blossom in the way I feel I have been allowed to.
KEITH SCOTT
The major part of my working life was spent as a teacher at Secondary level with 10 years as Head of
Technology Faculty. Following early retirement, I spent a decade as a general field force social
research interviewer for the ONS.
I am an active and enthusiastic member of the East Yorkshire Group and firmly believe that the
HPS should be a learning society embracing and enabling the full range of Hardy Planters to
develop their enthusiasms.
Since 2018 I have acted as Groups Co-ordinator. Prior to that I was a Trustee and so this will be
my second term.
Review: why we need your help…
In our February newsletter, we said we had begun a Strategic Review of the HPS. It has three key
objectives…
● to consider if the HPS vision and objectives are fit for the 21st century
● to review the HPS offer to its members and the wider public
● and to see how we can improve the way we work together with Local and Special Interest Groups.
We will also use it to reflect on what the impact of the current pandemic might be for the Society
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and the way we operate in the future. Earlier in the year, we asked Group Secretaries and Committees
for initial views. We had an excellent response and have a much clearer idea of what they value
about the HPS and what they would like to see more – and less – of. We had hoped to follow this up
with members more widely over the summer, but this has not been possible due to Covid-19.
We would still like to hear your views, particularly those of you who are not members of Local or
Special Interest Groups and would like to invite you to participate in a survey later in the year. The
survey results will be very important in giving us an understanding of what you, our members, want
to see from your Society and will form a fundamental part of the review. To be able to do this,
however, we need to ensure that the email address we hold for you is up to date and that you are
happy for us to contact you in this way. You will see that we have asked for this information as part
of the AGM ballot form and would be very grateful if you could complete and return this so that we
can contact you later in the year. You can also contact us by emailing: admin@hardy-plant.org.uk

AGM cancellation: the view from Dorset
Steel, Dorset Group chairman, said “We managed to postpone the original event from
28th March to 5th September 2020, as the Coronavirus pandemic in Britain was in its infancy. This
bought us time, but in May, we were no nearer knowing exactly what the guidelines are likely to be
in September so we felt that we needed to cancel the event completely.
“If the event was to take place, members would be travelling across the country and staying in
hotels, using restaurants etc. Would this be allowed? The demographics of the Society’s membership
would suggest that many may be at a higher risk of catching the virus and may not want to interact
with so many at such a meeting. How would social distancing impact the event? Who knows?
“From Dorset’s perspective, we are extremely disappointed not to be welcoming our fellow Hardy
Planters to Wimborne to see two excellent speakers. However, common sense must prevail.
“The groundwork, with regard to the venue and speakers, has been done so we shall review our
options, as a group, once things are more settled. The speed with which the day SOLD OUT showed
us that the components were popular, so it would be a shame to miss out completely. Many of our
members were involved, so let’s see what we can do!”

● Debbie

Our updated privacy policy…
The HPS has recently updated its Privacy Policy, which covers how we collect, use and store personal
data. You can find the link to this at the bottom of each page on our website (www.hardy-plant.org.
uk) or request a hard copy by email: admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or by telephone 01386 710317. We
have also recently sent guidance to Local and Special Interest Groups, as independent bodies, to help
them in meeting their legal obligations under the Data Protection Regulations. We hope to use the
2021 HPS membership renewals to update the contact details we hold for our members. We want to
use these to be able to contact you by email with latest news and updates about the Society. To do this,
we will need your agreement and we will be asking you to opt in to receiving electronic
communications as part of the renewals process. Those who renew by Standing Order will receive a
form to complete and return. In advance of this, we are also hoping to collect email addresses when
you return your AGM Ballot Form to allow us to contact you over the summer to ask for your views on
the future of the Society. You can find more information in the article above.
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BALLOT PAPER
63rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the HARDY PLANT SOCIETY
● Please photograph or scan your ballot paper and return it by July 31st to the
Administrator by e-mail: admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
● Or post it to: HPS Administrator, 3 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple
Way, Evesham WR11 1GP
Your Name:

Membership Number:

Do you approve the 2019 Annual Report and Financial Statements*? YES / NO
Do you approve the re-election of Jan Vaughan as HPS Chair?

YES / NO

Do you approve the election of HPS Officers:
Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Hon Secretary?

YES / NO

Do you approve the election of Lynne Hackett, Tricia Newton and
Keith Scott as Trustees?

YES / NO

Do you approve the recommendation of the Trustees to the
alteration of Paragraph 3 points e) and g) of the Constitution?

YES /NO

Do you approve the appointment of Haynes Watts as the
Independent Examiner of the Society’s accounts?

YES / NO

* These are available on the HPS website (www.hardy-plant.org.uk in the Members Only area) or via
e-mail on request to the Administrator)

STRATEGIC REVIEW
As part of the HPS Strategic Review would you be prepared
to take part in a membership survey?

YES/NO

If yes please provide an e-mail address (or postal address if preferred)

Your e-mail:
Are you happy to receive news and updates from the HPS?
(You can unsubscribe from electronic communication at
any time by contacting the Administrator)
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YES/NO

Honorary Treasurer Stuart
Senior runs his eye over this
year’s financial summary
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HPS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2018
£
91,483
-5,320
12,034
7,842
4,459
-2,996
1,189
1,463
144
-8
110,290
12,179
21,696
19,197
9,863
5,568
6,161
6,702
3,743
5,056
3,277
2,601
1,529
2,469

REVENUE ACCOUNT
SURPLUS
Subscriptions
Net Gain on investments
Gift Aid
Investment income
Advertising
Booklets
Donations
Seed distribution
Enamel badges
Cornucopia
DEFICIT
Bursaries
Administration services
Journal
Newsletter
Trustees meetings
Office rent, heat & light
Printing, postage & telephone
Software & IT support
Legal & professional
Insurance
Group support
Conservation
Shows & Events

2019
£
88,098
22,842
11,257
4,949
4,356
988
801
688
107
1
134,087
22,318
20,481
20,141
10,913
6,489
6,433
5,518
3,927
3,790
3,358
2,844
1,895
1,879
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●

At first glance the financial outcome
for 2019, a surplus of £18,836, looks
very satisfactory but closer
examination reveals that this is
almost entirely down to the increase
in the value of our investments.

●

On a bleaker Covid-19 note, the FTSE
100 has fallen by a third in the first
quarter of 2020 so we do not expect a
repeat in this year’s accounts! Apart
from that, income and expenditure
were broadly in line with the budget.

●

Particularly pleasing was the
significant increase in our investment
in the next generation of
horticulturalists through the Kenneth
Black Bursary Scheme: our thanks are
due to Anna Peacock and her team.

●

A hard copy of the 2019 Report and
Accounts was due to be handed out
on the day to members attending the
AGM in September. If anyone would
like an electronic copy (i.e. a pdf)
please email the Office.

2018
£
1,792
1,136
0
750
300
349
938
651
207
282
177
106,623

DEFICIT (continued)
Bank charges
Website
Publicity
Independent examination
Photo competition prizes
Sundry expenses
AGM/ALD
Banners
Depreciation of equipment
Equipment rental/leasing
Meetings

3,667

NET SURPLUS

2018
£

BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 March

494,680
3,667
498,347

232,286
276,821
3,829
619
9,659
-24,867
498,347

2019
£
1,267
982
785
775
321
256
245
228
155
148
103
115,251
18,836

2019
£

Balance at beginning of year 498,347
Plus surplus for year
18,836
Balance at the end of year
517,183
Represented by:
Bank balances
Investments at cost
Booklet stock
Fixed assets
Debtors & prepayments
Creditors

243,921
299,663
4,584
464
11,887
-43,336
517,183
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SIGN UP
FOR A MUSTREAD
Cornucopia subscriptions are
increasing all the time, and no
wonder, says editor Marion Jay. With
the best articles from HPS Local
Group newsletters and full colour
throughout, it’s a must-read
magazine. The latest issue featured
articles on hostas, passion flowers
and the Supertrees of Singapore, as
well as invaluable advice on the best
plants for winter colour.
Two issues a year will cost £3.50
from September (UK postage
included), and you can subscribe
online by going to
bit.ly/hps-cornucopia and
clicking on the link in blue lettering.
Many apologies for anyone who tried
to use this link earlier in the year; the
page had not been updated and the
subscription link wasn’t available.
However, it is now up and running
correctly. Or you can subscribe when
you renew your membership.
Non-members are welcome to
subscribe now, too.
Alternatively you can send a
cheque
for £3.50, payable to The Hardy
Plant Society, to: HPS Administrator,
3 Basepoint Centre, Crab Apple Way,
Evesham, WR11 1GP (please write
Cornucopia on the back of the
cheque).

Here’s Diane Puncheon with the details of our
new Facebook group, which has already grown to
more than 600 members…

From
strength
to strength

Dagmar’s winning
photograph…
a hybridised,
self-seeded poppy

During these difficult times, we
should be so grateful for a garden
or an outside space. I’d like to say
in my garden, all the borders are
weed free, all plants are pruned,
large clumps are divided, all edges
clipped, all hedges trimmed and all
climbers neatly tied. Unfortunately, that is not the case.
This enforced “stay at home” has given more time to look, smell, think and plan. That made me
realise how much of a social occasion our HPS meetings are and, for some, the isolation and lack of
contact strikes hard.
With this in mind, Lorraine Shepherd and I developed a new Facebook page, Hardy Plant
Community Group. In order to reach out to all gardeners, the new page is open to everyone and
already some contributors have asked about joining HPS. I was keen to provide gardeners with
something to combat the stressful situation of self isolation.
It is aimed at all those who already enjoy gardening and those who are beginners and would like
to know more. They can enjoy the knowledge and fruits of other people’s efforts in gardening and
contribute their own ideas, photos and experiences. It doesn’t matter if it’s a wild field, a couple of
pots on a balcony, a courtyard, a small square of lawn or a large garden, there is something to
interest all. My hope is that members experience more of the gardening world around them,
whatever their personal circumstances.
By the end of March, only four weeks after going live, the site had gained over 500 members. Posts
include informative discussions, excellent photographs, plant identification queries and suggestions
for garden design. It is informal, friendly and very supportive. Perhaps this will inspire others to join.
To celebrate reaching 500 members, a photography competition was held under the theme of “A
Single Bloom”. The winning entry - a hybridised, self-seeded poppy - is by Dagmar Junghanns, of
Wiltshire and Avon Group.
For help or more details, don’t hesitate to get in touch with Lorraine or myself. Stay safe and
happy gardening!
• dianepuncheon@yahoo.com • lorraine.shepherd@yahoo.co.uk
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Another of Marian’s
fabulous images …
Erythronium ’Joanna’

One of the members of the new Hardy Plant
Community Group on Facebook is Marian Goody
from Shropshire.
One of her contributions was an artful image of
epimediums – so good we are using it as our front
cover picture for this issue. We asked her about the
plant photography she’s been doing seriously for
about five years. She uses a Panasonic GH5 camera
– and occasionally her smartphone.
“Creative plant photography is quite difficult.
It’s all about trying different angles” she says. “I
take most of them in the garden because they
do take a bit of time to set up properly. One
advantage of being in lockdown is that the
weather in April was beautiful and everything
galloped into flower. There were lots of
opportunities with a standard and macro lens.”
She has two main tips. “Get down to the
same level as your plant. If you can kneel to
weed, you can kneel to take a photograph.
The other thing is background – move a few
feet either way before taking the photograph
to make sure you can’t do any better.”
Marian joined the Society nine years ago
and is technical support for the HPS seed
distribution scheme. She’s a member of
the Shropshire Group and the Shade and
Woodland Group. She has a woodland
garden with 17 oak trees. “There are
some sunny bits!” she says.
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HPS also has its own
Facebook page. Here’s
Sharin Ingleby, HPS
Facebook manager, with
all you need to know …

Seen around the world…
Do you know about the Hardy Plant Society’s Facebook page? You can find it by entering HPS or
Hardy Plant Society in the Facebook search bar. The society has had a Facebook page since 2012
and, as of May 2020, 3,800 people like our page.
Some statistics for you:
● Of those who have ’liked’ the society, 67% are female and 31% male.
● Most who visit our page are in the UK (2,412) but we also have interest from all around the
world. In total people from 45 countries are interested in the Hardy Plant Society, including
the USA (296), Ireland (92), Italy (61), Australia (48), India (41), France (40), Canada (39),
Spain (33) and the Netherlands (32).
● Of the age ranges, we have more visitors in the 45-54 age bracket, closely followed by those
aged 55-64.
Our aim is to keep you informed about the society’s activities and let you know about other
areas of gardens and plants that may be of interest. We occasionally receive plant identification
queries and are always happy to assist either directly (if we know the answer!) or by posting the
query on our page – we have very helpful and knowledgeable members!
Please keep checking our page for updates, especially when our local groups and specialist
groups are able to be active once again. We’re always happy to help promote special events being
hosted by HPS local or specialist groups – so please get in touch and let us know what you have
planned.
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Some HPS members run plant
nurseries across the UK. Here’s
what some of them have been
telling us…

NEWS
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Colin Ward
Swines Meadow Nursery, Market Deeping, near Peterborough
The present crisis has been bad for everybody – there’s no denying that - but it has bought out the
best and worst in people. Something I have found with hardy planters and keen gardeners is that, on
the whole, they are caring, kind people!
The pandemic crisis is going to hit us extremely hard. We grow a lot of shrubs and larger
perennials and this can make our mail order aspect seem expensive - so uptake is not so great for us
although it has increased. For example, we do mature agapanthus in 2lt pots and upwards and
someone ordered two then cancelled because courier cost was, in her opinion, too expensive and
another site was offering postage at £5. Out of curiosity I had a look at the website to find the
agapanthus were in only 9cm pots, hardly likely to flower for a couple of years and not even the
same variety. The courier I tend to use is next day delivery with UPS and find them reliable which to
me is worth the money. These are perennials we have potted on and grown on the nursery. We are
not buying in and selling on straightaway. We cannot compete with the big boys with glitzy websites
and postage courier buying power.
What we are offering is expertise and plants we have nurtured over time, something I know a lot
of hardy planters know and appreciate. We have had to adapt quite quickly to try and recuperate
some of our income – we are offering a local delivery service which has had some success.
I do use social media – mainly Twitter – and, over the years, have built up a sizeable following. I
have done more tweeting of late and this has resulted in some of my tweeters buying plants, which
has helped us in terms of morale and financially. IndiePlantGuide on Twitter has been trying to
build awareness and has started an #indinurserieshour hash tag on Monday evenings where
nurseries are encouraged to highlight some of their plants. This has been of help.
This time of the year is our main time of the year for income. So our main worry is whether we
can survive a low income and then go into winter and survive. The future is looking bleak and I
have no doubt there are a lot of nurseries in this situation. As a hardy planter and nurseryman, I
have always valued the importance of independent nurseries in providing that unusual or different
desirable plant and my biggest fear is that our choice and range of plants will be greatly reduced by
the reduction in nurseries.
One thing all this has done is make me get more plants on my website! I did think I would have
more time to see to our garden but…! Fortunately for us, Marcus who we took on four years ago, is
helping look after all nursery duties during the week. He is a very important part of our nursery and
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we consider him to be a member of the family.
The HPS is an important organisation to nurseries as we hope we are an important cog in their
society. Incidentally, all our parcels go out with an HPS leaflet in them! We would love to still be
there on the other side of this disaster.

Matt Killick
Shire Plants, Preston Bisset, Buckinghamshire
I don’t know if we are typical or not, but
we have been incredibly busy since the
lockdown. We are primarily a mail order
nursery anyway, so we were already set
up to send plants out via courier and
didn’t have to adapt much. When the
lockdown was announced, we agreed
with our courier how we’d continue
without contact at both pick-up and
drop-off. We previously dispatched orders
one day each week but have had to
increase this to four days to keep up with
demand.
One problem has been that we have
not felt able to employ any additional
help, so we have only had family
working on site, which has meant very
long hours and some of the jobs we
would normally be doing have slipped.
For example, we have a collection of over
150 old-fashioned pinks that we’d
normally be propagating by now, but have not yet started.
I think that across the UK, people are really appreciating small, flexible businesses during this
difficult time. Butchers, farm shops, pubs offering home delivery meals etc, are all in great demand.
Our hope is that the new people who are ordering from us will recognise the value of the
independent nurseries and see that we are offering something a bit different from standard garden
centres and stay customers when things get back to normal. Although we have lost a lot of wonderful
small nurseries over the past few years, a good number remain, all of which are helping to increase
important plant diversity across the UK and should be supported.
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Colin Moat
Pineview Plants, Wrotham Heath, Kent
Pineview Plants hadn’t had the best start to the year, with incessant rain making van access down
muddy farm tracks, used by tractors, nearly impossible. A couple of early Plant Fairs that I might
have attended with my early shade plants were cancelled.
In early February, Storm Ciara removed the polythene and shade netting from my polytunnel and
exposed all my ‘dry’ stock, boxes of pots etc, to the elements. Tidying and clearing that took time but
I was fortunate to receive help from friends, which was much appreciated. At the end of February, we
had a week’s holiday, and on our return, we had our year’s three deliveries of plants and ferns (about
700). Later in March, lockdown was announced and the two of our main plant fairs for the year
– Wisley and Great Dixter – were both cancelled.
On the upside, it gave us more time for (open air) potting! It’s just trying to find space for the
potted plants that was a problem, as some of that space would have been provided by sales at the
cancelled events.
Historically, 95 per cent of our turnover would be from plant fairs, either the majority of those
organised by Plant Fairs Roadshow (of which I’m the event co-ordinator), a couple of Rare Plant
Fair events and a few independent ones. The other five per cent was mail order of epimediums,
which we had started last year. So, to say things weren’t looking too rosy was an understatement.
However, all of a sudden we started getting enquiries about mail order, the fact that garden centres
had closed obviously helped, but a lot of the plants in these ‘wish lists’ wouldn’t have been found in
too many garden centres. So who were these people? Well, through the powers of correspondence the
vast majority were HPS members, from all over the country! My cardboard box packing skills had to
improve very quickly. From the nursery point of view, whilst not replacing all our income, they’ve
certainly kept the wolf from the door! So, thank you, you know who you are, and it is, and has been,
greatly appreciated, and the main reason I wanted to write this piece. In the meantime, I’m going to
explore making my website more mail order friendly!

Julie Ritchie
Hoo House Nursery, near Tewkesbury
Julie actually rang in to have a chat about her situation during the
pandemic. She said she and her husband have been completely isolated
but incredibly busy, working 10-hour days to deal with orders for plants
on email and so on. The paperwork is a nightmare, she says, and the
nursery is being looked after by her wonderful associate, who is also
isolating but keeping the nursery going. No plants have been dumped
– she sells perennials, which can, of course, be grown and split for
further plants in future. “We’re not panicking,” said Julie. “We’re doing
what we’re told and let’s hope we can get through this as quickly as
possible. I have no wish to go through this again. Roll on normality!”
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Meet Emma Reece, our
horticultural adviser. What
does her role actually involve?

NEWS

profile

So what does the HPS advisory service do?
The Advisory Service exists as part of the Hardy Plant Society’s charitable status in order to provide
advice and hopefully encouragement to professional and amateur growers. It is not necessary to
be a member of the HPS to benefit from the service. I receive queries usually by email – either
directly following the link on the website, via Clare in the office or by letter or telephone.
How long have you been doing it and what are your qualifications for the role?
I took up this role in the summer of 2016 after the previous incumbent, Judy Harry, moved to the
Western Isles. I began my career in horticulture in 2002 when as a WRAGS trainee I found a
training placement in the garden of a keen Sussex Hardy Plant member, the late Carolyn
McCutchan. I then went on to work mainly in the heritage sector of horticulture, notably
Wakehurst Place and the Chelsea Physic Garden. I am currently a horticultural lecturer at two
land-based colleges in Sussex where I teach the RHS suite of qualifications.
What’s the level of interest – and what’s the most common kind of query?
I receive around 7-8 questions a month, more during the growing season. I would say the
majority of questions regard plant identification. Plants that have been spotted in others’ gardens,
inherited plants, plants sown from seed without a label – all these are photographed and sent in,
usually with the heading HELP! I am reluctant to give questioners a firm ID as I am not a
taxonomist. I can usually guide them towards the correct plant family but I always advise people
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to send a picture or a sample of the plant including the flower to a botanical institution that offers
this service. This prevents incorrect labelling, which is important if the seed is going to be saved
for a distribution scheme. I have noticed that gardeners are now trying hard to garden in a more
sustainable way and there is a definite increase in questions regarding the long-term changes in
weather habits.
Is there one query you’ve had recently that sticks in your mind?
I received an email from a delightful and most courteous chap living in Madrid who asked me to
identify a plant from a Belgian painting of the XVI century. We decided it was Silene dioica that
had been given some bi-colour petals - and put this down to artistic license!
How do I get in touch?
Just email me on advisory@hardy-plant.org.uk.

Booklets editor Jan Craig
launches her latest publication
Our new HPS booklet Border Phlox is almost ready and you
will be able to buy it from late June, either on line or using the
order form in this Newsletter. The original booklet Phlox was
written by Jennifer Harmer and Jack Elliott and published in
2001. Margaret Stone has used that as a starting point and
brought it up to date, concentrating particularly on Phlox
paniculata.
Phlox paniculata is native to the Eastern states of the USA and
has been grown in British gardens for well over 250 years. They
normally start flowering in early July and continue until September
or later, helping to fill the difficult month of August with colour and
Front cover… Phlox
perfume. Cultivars are highly scented and colours range from white
paniculata ‘Ice Cream’
through pink and red to the darkest purple.
Margaret Stone is a member of the Worcestershire group of HPS and
opens her garden as part of the National Garden Scheme. She has already written our booklets on
Pulmonarias and on Geraniums.
The new book is packed with information to help you to grow and propagate Phlox. There are
descriptions of each variety and coloured photos of most of the cultivars.
If, like me, you have had a clump of pale pink phlox in a corner of your garden for many years,
this booklet will certainly make you want to branch out. Should it be P.p. ‘Blushing Bride’ or P.p.
‘Grey Lady’, or perhaps P.p.‘Usbekh’? I particularly like some of the ones that are dark with white
centres.
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Trustee Anna Peacock brings us
up to speed with the Kenneth Black
Bursary Scheme for horticulturists

Pandemic problems
During this Covid-19 period, we can, without external distractions, spend more time in our gardens.
But for the Kenneth Black Bursary Scheme (KBBS) and its potential and past beneficiaries, this is not
so.
Many of our applicants have been given the opportunity to further their knowledge by travelling
abroad to study hardy plants in their natural habitats. Covid-19 has scuppered all travel plans this
year as flights are cancelled until further notice, conferences abandoned, colleges closed; nobody is
going anywhere.
How is the pandemic affecting some of our beneficiaries?
● Richard Holman is an assistant gardener at National Trust’s Trelissick gardens in Cornwall.
KBBS helped fund his trip to NE India in November 2017 and again for, hopefully, a forthcoming
study tour to NW India this October. The National Trust has closed its properties and Richard has
been furloughed; Trelissick is in the care of two “key representatives” who may not necessarily be
gardeners. Richard says he is lucky because he still receives a full salary as the NT is topping up
the 80% Government benefit.
●

James Atkinson, a trainee gardener at Doddington Hall in Lincolnshire, has also been
furloughed, along with the other gardening staff and the gardens are in the sole care of
Doddington’s owners. James receives 80 per cent of his wage and, no doubt, wonders if he will
ever be able to complete his RHS2 course.

●

In 2017, the Society helped Rebecca Hilgenhof to go to Colombia to study the genus
Passiflora in her final degree year at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew. She has since gained an MSc
in the Biodiversity and Taxonomy of Plants at RBG Edinburgh, where she is now the Davis Fellow
in research, working on establishing an online key to the mega-diverse genus Solanum. Her
Fellowship grants her a fixed salary for a year, and she continues to work in isolation.

All areas of horticulture have been hit by the necessity of social distancing. This has affected the
number of applications received by the KBBS; the last one received came just before lockdown. It is
highly likely that by the end of 2020 more grants will have been returned than awarded.
With many airlines reducing capacity, foreign travel is under threat. When normality returns our
horticulturists may have plenty of restoration work ahead of them, but their dreams of seeing many
garden plants in their natural habitats may become just that – a dream.
● You can read the beneficiaries’ reports on the HPS website by clicking on the featured report tab
on the homepage.
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A short diary of
life in lockdown

NEWS

round-up

OFF BALANCE
Cancellations all around the country have been the order of the day since
lockdown kicked in.
After the AGM, perhaps the other large event affected was Middlesex Group’s big Passionate About
Plants lecture day – with four major speakers, including TV’s Nick Bailey and shrub expert Andy
McIndoe. Scheduled for April 4, and due to be held at a new wing at Brunel University in Uxbridge,
with an atrium covering all the required facilities and a 400-strong capacity.
Middlesex chair Lynn Ronayne-Belhadj said, “I’m personally devastated that we had to cancel
after all the work involved. We needed a year to organise this – from arranging speakers, setting up
all the publicity, printing flyers, the programme and the tickets. We used TicketSource, which allows
the general public and members to pay on line directly. Plant stalls and nurseries were arranged.”
“I’d like to thank all of the PAPS committee for all their hard work. All was going to plan by the
end of 2019 and we were then going to have a surge in ticket sales in the last eight weeks – that’s
what has happened in previous events.
“Then Covid-19 raised its ugly head and we became very uneasy. Brunel had to close and,
fortunately, the venue and the speakers have waived their fees due to the exceptional circumstances.
But it is a year’s work down the drain and we will not have the revenue, which is what we rely on to
keep us going – the future does look dim.”
All Middlesex events have been cancelled until September.
SAD NEWS
The deaths of two HPS members from coronavirus have come to our
attention. Brian Harvey, the first Treasurer of the Worcestershire Group, was 86 and had attended
the group’s meeting in February. Condolences have been sent to his family. The group posted the sad
news on its Facebook page where it was reported that Geranium x oxonianum ‘Fran’s Star’ was
named by him in memory of his first wife. He searched for a suitable plant, eventually teaming up
with Crûg Farm Nursery in North Wales with this geranium, which is now on the HPS conservation
list. Another loss is Rosemary Ashley, who created the pulmonaria collection at Holehird, near
Windermere in the Lake District. See the Group’s short report elsewhere in the newsletter.
MISSING DAN
All the specialist group AGMs have been cancelled – including the Shade and
Woodland Group, whose speakers this year had included the prestigious American horticulturist Dan
Hinkley, best known for establishing Heronswood Nursery in Kingston, Washington. Several groups
have sent short reports for this newsletter.
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IRISH TOUR
One event that was not cancelled – merely postponed – was a six-day tour of the gardens
of County Wicklow organised as part of Worcestershire Group’s 25th anniversary celebrations. In
total, 44 people booked the trip, scheduled for mid-June, 28 from the group and a further 16 from
other HPS groups who read about the trip in the last Newsletter in February. It was later called off
because of the coronavirus but has now been rearranged for June next year. All 44 – plus four on a
waiting list – have signed up again to visit 12 gardens in June 2021, including the inspirational
Hunting Brook garden, owned by Jimi Blake.
NEW FACE
The Society has a new secretary, Helen Curtis from Western Counties Group.
Helen has retired after a 25-year career in local government. She worked as an archive assistant at
the Worcestershire Archives then as data protection and freedom of information officer. She has been
an HPS member for three years..
She discovered the joy of hardy plants in the mid-90s on a chance visit to Pershore College, where
she came across the Perennial Garden. “I found it truly inspirational. The garden was created and,
at that time, maintained by HPS. I am now a volunteer there and help Southern Counties members
Sandra Hartley and Anne Jenner to maintain it.”
OCTOBER DATE
This year’s Group Secretaries Meeting is currently scheduled for October 17
at Bubbenhall Village Hall near Coventry. The agenda includes talks from Clare Powell on how the
HPS office functions.
KEEP IT LOCAL
Groups across the country have been sending updates to their members. Many
contain details of nurseries offering plant deliveries and other local information, as well as pictures
of members’ gardens and activities. In the North East Group’s April edition, members were urged
to buy plants and seeds, take photographs, recommend a book, join the Facebook page, share their
gardens with wildlife and learn something new – Neil Timms’ HPS booklet on ferns was one of their
suggestions! There was even a photo quiz of wildflowers in the verges around Ogle and Whalton. The
purchase of a small Stihl battery-powered clipper, the HAS 25, was strongly recommended by one
member. “The battery is small and lasts for ages,” they were told. In South Pennine Group, their
newsletter reminded readers that the May Gardeners’ World magazine contained a 2 for 1 garden
visits voucher and free seeds, as well as information on hardy geraniums being sold by Sue Clarke in
Wrensbury, the NGS virtual garden visits and a host of photos from local members’ gardens.
HOME MADE
In West Yorkshire, member Pat Hunter made good use of her spare time. She
said “Being sick of wood pigeons, rabbits and caterpillars eating the veg and, with a bit more time to
spare, I started construction of some hoop tunnels. I bought the netting and two lots of hoops and
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reused two others. I used the sewing machine to make the covers. Brassicas were already sown along
with radish, beetroot, lettuce, peas and parsnips. All is looking good. Sorry wildlife lovers but they
will have to go elsewhere.”
PRAISE INDEED
In Barton under Needwood in East Stafforshire, two HPS members have caught the
attention of the local press. The Derby Telegraph website carried a story about Peter and Margaret
Hargreaves, Staffordshire members, whose front garden has been admired by dozens of walkers and
cyclists doing the daily exercise. They’ve been crafting their garden for 44 years – with an imposing
wisteria climbing the front wall of the house and mauve pansies in the garden. Margaret told the
press “Everyone has been stopping and taking pictures. They say it’s cheering them up when they
come down the lanes and just see it.” They open the garden for the NGS and, over 27 years, it has
raised £84,000 for charity.
WRITE TIME
Souren Ala, the HPS Journal editor, has been in touch. He has asked for members to
be thanked for their wonderful response to his plea in the Autumn 2019 issue for more writing. “I
hope you enjoyed the results in the Spring 2020 edition,” he says. “With travel limitations imposed
since March, I trust members will have found numerous and diverse stories in their gardens worthy
of writing about. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me to discuss any ideas you might have
for an article or a story about your garden, either directly to editor@hardy-plant.org.uk or on
Facebook where the Hardy Plant Community page is going from strength to strength.”
DRAW THE LINE
Norfolk and Suffolk Group member Karen Mountford has been producing snail
cartoons. She edits the newsletter for the local Aldeburgh Gardening Club, part of which involves
creating the cartoons, which members seem to find funny, she says. In her garden, Karen says she
has a small bank of alpines about 7ft long. In an effort to weed it, she also removed many bulbs of
February Gold daffodils. One was troublesome and after nearly an hour and a half of effort, she
finally found the bulb – about 15 inches deep! “I had no idea they would come up from this depth!
It must have been in some of the early spoil that was dumped when I started the bank.” It has been
replanted further up her garden, in a hole just 8 inches deep.
IT’S COVERED
In West Yorkshire again, member Joyce Kenny has been completing a
lockdown project – an area of grass next to a newly-built garage. “It was where everything was
usually dumped – deliveries of materials, crates, stone and so on,” she said. She and husband John
have been renovating their Denby Dale home and garden in a major way for the past eight years.
“We cleared everything from this area and decided we would have a shrubbery. We didn’t want to
spray the grass to kill it, so we obviously decided to carpet it instead! We cut holes in the carpet and
planted it up with Malus x moerlandsii ‘Profusion’ and Crataegus laevigata ‘Paul’s Scarlet’ and
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they’re surrounded by various potentilla, escallonias, lonicera nitida, pittosporum and various
others. To our neighbours’ relief, we procured a load of wood chip and, in no time, the carpet had
disappeared. The malus has already given us a lovely display of deep pink flowers and the azaleas
managed to survive the work going on around them and flower profusely every year.”
BRANCHING OUT
Sandy Monk, Chairman of the Cambs and Beds Group, has taken on an allotment, a
10-minute drive from her home. “We are still allowed to visit and work, keeping a distance and
using sanitisers. It was very neglected and I spent three weeks, on and off, digging half of it over and
filling two large containers with perennial weeds. The other half has been covered in black polythene
to kill off the weeds. Veg – including Cavalo Nero kale and onion sets – have been planted. The site
has fencing to keep out rabbits and deer – but we still have to protect with netting against the
pigeons!” Sandy’s home garden has had its best ever makeover, she says. She had a love affair with
alliums and is now regretting it. Areas have been cleared and mulched with Strulch, which helps to
stop weeds spreading and improves her clay soil.
THE BIG 30
The Cambs and Beds Group celebrated its 30th birthday last year. The group has
been steadily growing and its talks and summer garden trips are well attended. On average, 60-70
members attend the talks and a larger hall is now in use to facilitate the talks.
In order to celebrate its anniversary, a special cake was prepared and enjoyed by members at the
December meeting. Sandy Monk and Pete Balmbro from the group said “We were lucky to have one
of the founder members of the group attending. The committee also designed and purchased a plant
carrying bag – through a family business called the Natural Bag Company – which has been issued
free of charge to all members of the group. In total, 250 bags were ordered and speakers are being
given a bag to help spread the word about the group. Others were sold as possible Christmas presents.
The group has adopted the motto of ‘30 years and Growing’ which appears on the bags and other
group literature.
“Our plant sale helps to boost funds. Most years we’ve had a stall at a local school open day. Last
year we organised our own plant sale in the hall where we meet and it was the most successful we’ve
ever had. In just over 3 hours we raised in excess of £2,000, which exceeded our expectations.
Many of our members grow conservation plants in their gardens. We have recently had a volunteer
to be our new conservation officer. We hope our group will be here for another 30 years.”
OVER TO YOU…
As you will have spotted, there’s more in this issue about what individual members are involved with.
And we’d like to continue with that theme in future editions. We want to hear from you and what’s
happening where you are – projects under way at home, what’s done particularly well or badly in
your garden, good ideas from your own group, great speaker recommendations – in short, just
about anything that will interest our plant-loving members. It doesn’t have to be important, big or
lavish, just interesting. Any pictures to go with your contribution would be welcome too. Contact
details for the newsletter are on Page 2. We look forward to hearing from you.
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From top left, Cambs and
Beds Group’s birthday
bag and cake; the
Geranium x oxonianum
‘Fran’s Star’ that Brian
Harvey named after
his first wife; our new
secretary Helen Curtis;
Joyce Kenny with her
patch of garden and
the area finished with
wood chip mulch; and
Karen Mountford’s snail
cartoon
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Decision time for seed programme
Seed distribution coordinator Diane Puncheon with
news on how the crisis may affect the scheme…
My first year as Seed Distribution Coordinator was a steep learning curve but with the help and
support of the volunteers, all but the final few group orders were fulfilled.
The virus and subsequent isolation meant that some groups and charities were
unable to use seeds as they had previously planned. Despite this late interruption,
with the exception of a few minor hitches, the year went well.
Some considerable thought has resulted in the following decisions about seed
distribution this year. The website will be updated in accordance with these
decisions. It is intended that, initially at least, we continue as usual with seed
donation. This receiving part of the scheme can be done in isolation. However,
we cannot guarantee that the later stages of processing orders received and
fulfilling orders will go ahead. These stages involve Clare working as normal
in the office and groups of volunteers working in situations where social
distancing cannot be observed. If seed is not distributed in early 2021, the donated seed will not
be wasted but will be kept, in refrigerated conditions, until the following year.
Government guidelines and the feelings of the volunteers concerned will determine our course of
action when the time comes.
Seed collection and donation will continue as normal and now is the time to start keeping an eye
on plants in order to collect seed as it ripens. No matter how small the quantity, the team will be
delighted with the donation. By sending at least five different packets of seed, you will be entitled to
an extra 10 packets from the seed lists when you send in your order.
Collect seed in paper bags or envelopes, dry it, then remove as much of the chaff as possible. Seed
should be kept in a dry, cool environment such as a plastic container in the bottom of the fridge. The
“Donating Seed” section of the HPS website has more advice on collecting and cleaning seed.
● Please send the seed to the seed receivers as follows…
● If the initial letter of your surname is from A to F, send your seed to Ray and Coral
Mitchell,’Magpies’, Fen Street, Hopton, Nr Diss, IP22 2RF
● If the initial letter of your surname is from G to M, send your seed to Linda Hall, Birchwood, Snow
Street, Roydon, Diss, Norfolk, IP22 5SB
● If the initial letter of your surname is from N to Z, send your seed to Peter Lyle, Fairdown, Church
Meadow Lane, Bergh Apton, Norfolk, NR15 1BH
Remember, even a very small quantity is welcome. Please help our seed receivers by listing your
seed in alphabetical order, include your name and address, telephone number and e-mail address. If
you can send your seed in batches, or singly, as soon as it is ready, this helps to minimise the huge
rush against the clock at the end of October, if we are able to proceed as normal.
Please make sure you have the correct postage to avoid the receivers having the inconvenience
and extra work of paying the surcharge. Thank you for your support and for contributing to the
continuing success of the scheme. It does bring enjoyment and satisfaction for those who receive
seeds and raise the plants successfully.
The last date for seed to be received is 31 October, 2020
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Pulmonaria Group
Like all the other HPS Groups, the annual meeting, which was to be at Holehird Gardens in
Cumbria, was cancelled, says Barry Street from the Pulmonaria Group. As yet we have not made any
arrangements for next year. I now have some very sad news to report.
Sadly, I must report that Rosemary Ashley, our local Group member who created and maintained
the Pulmonaria collection at Holehird, died on April 14th in Furness General Hospital, Barrow from
coronavirus, after spending two weeks on a ventilator. She was a lovely lady with a passion for
pulmonarias, and she will be greatly missed by all of her friends. Rosemary looked after the
Pulmonaria collection at Holehird with the help of three other volunteers. I understand from the
Secretary at Holehird that the three volunteers will continue to look after the collection. Hopefully,
one of them will get enthusiastic enough about Pulmonarias to give the collection the same tender
loving care that Rosemary did.

Ranunculaceae Group
Susie Mitchell, from the Ranunculaceae Group, says its annual lecture and visit day, which should
be taking place on the 20th June has been cancelled. The good news is that the day has been
rearranged for Saturday 26th June next year and we have been able to rebook the same speaker, the
excellent Timothy Walker. Our afternoon visit will again be to Coton Manor Gardens and Nursery. If
you had booked for this year’s day and would like a refund, please contact our treasurer, Vivienne
McGhee – email v.m.mcghee@icloud.com. If we don’t hear from you, we will transfer your booking
to next year.
In the meantime, members can enjoy the bumper 40-page spring newsletter and have the time to
muse on their favourite garden or nursery. We’d love to hear about their favourites for the Autumn
newsletter. In the meantime, enjoy your clematis, aquilegia, aconitum, anemones and all the
other Ranunculaceae favourites.

Hardy Geranium
Sadly, Geranium Day on 30th May was cancelled, says Alastair Hodge of the Society’s Hardy Geranium
Group (HGG)
But, on the HGG’s Facebook page, a virtual tour will be included of the beautiful garden we would
have visited, which includes a Plant Heritage Scheme national collection of sylvaticum and renardii
geraniums.
You can now join our Facebook group without being a member of the HGG (before lockdown it was
for HGG members only). Please take a look at https://www.facebook.com/groups/634752353347749/
This is a very active group, with many wonderful geranium and erodium photos posted almost
every day. Assuming the weather’s OK on the 30th, that’s when the virtual tour will be shown, otherwise
as soon as possible afterwards.
We’ll be sending members the information we would have provided if the AGM had gone ahead,
including full updates from each committee member. Our Autumn newsletter will go out as usual in
September. We’re planning to hold a HGG plant sale in September, but can only pencil this in at the
moment. If it goes ahead, we’ll publicise the details as soon as we can.
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A few dates for 2021…
Although the Shows and Events ‘crystal ball’ is not showing how things will pan out, there are
already some dates in the diary for 2021, say Events and Shows coordinators Sue Lander and Julie
Harvey. The details shown are correct at the time of going to press; and the calendar can also be
found in the Members Only area of the HPS website. Thank you to everyone who had planned to
represent the HPS at shows and events in 2020. We know many of you are taking advantage of this
quieter spell to plan and design your exhibits for next year and we look forward to issuing a fuller list
as soon as possible. You can contact us for help at showsandevents@hardy-plant.org.uk
10/10/2020
08/05/2021
26/06/2021
25/09/2021
16/10/2021

Lecture Day
The Magic of Plants Lecture Day Mercure Parkway Hotel, Leeds
Ranunculaceae AGM and meeting, Timothy Walker, Coton Manor
Annual National Lecture Day and AGM, Holiday Inn, Newcastle-upon-Tyne
Annual Lecture Day

HPS administrator Clare
Powell with all the head
office info you need – along
with full contact details
●

●

●

●

●

Lincolnshire Group
West Yorkshire Group
Ranunculaceae Group
North East Group
Essex Group
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All enquiries on Hardy Plant Society matters and membership renewals should be addressed to
the Administrator during office hours (Monday to Thursday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm, Friday 9.00am
– 1.00pm) Please note there is only one line into the office and if I’m already on a call, you’ll go
straight to answerphone. Leave me a message and I will call you back as soon as possible: 01386
710317. You can also email: clare@hardy-plant.org.uk
Subscriptions are due by 1st January each year. However, renewals may be sent from 1st October.
The annual rates are £17 for single membership or £19 for two members at one address (joint
membership), with an optional charge of £10 for overseas members outside Western Europe, who
wish their mailings to be sent by airmail.
If you wish to subscribe to Cornucopia please add £3. Subscriptions should be sent to
The Administrator, 3 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP.
Please note slight change to address! To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your
future subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building society. You can request a
form from the Administrator, by email or post, or download it from the website (Join the HPS on
the Home Page). Please note as of June 2019 we are no longer able to accept telephone card
payments.
HPS Booklets – please order from the web: http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/publications/booklets
or use the order form in the newsletter.
Three lists of interest – the Bed and Breakfast List, the Gardens Open List and the Register of
Lecturers – are available on the website or from the Administrator. Please email your request to
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
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HPS MEMBERS ONLY
BOOKLET ORDER FORM
(POSTAL OPTION)
● Please print this form out and fill in the fields below
● Post it to the HPS Office (address below) with a cheque if appropriate

Title
Price
Ferns
£5.50
Hostas
£3.00
Geraniums
£5.50
Penstemons
£3.00
Peonies
£5.50
Euphorbias
£3.00
Chrysanthemums £5.50
Border Phlox
£5.50
Pulmonarias
£5.50

Number Required

TOTAL
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
ORDER TOTAL £
Postage and packaging is free to members

Name
Membership Number (6 Digits)
Address
Postcode
Tel No (for queries)
PAYMENT VIA ONLINE BANKING
● Make payment to “The Hardy Plant Society”
● Account number: 30212407
● Sort Code: 40-11-60
● Use the first 4 letters of your surname with your 6 digit membership number as a reference
● Post this form to the office (address below) advising that payment has been made by online
transfer & include the date of the transfer
The Administrator: 3, Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, Worcestershire.
WR11 1GP. Payment by cheque should be made out to “The Hardy Plant Society”
Queries? Please call the administrator on 01386 710317 Mon – Fri 9am – 1pm.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Hardy Plant Society:
W. Yorkshire Group invites you to
THE MAGIC OF PLANTS
CONFERENCE
Saturday 8 May 2021,
10am to 4.30pm, doors open 9.30,
at Mercure Leeds Parkway Hotel,
Otley Road, Leeds LS16 8AG
NICK BAILEY
Nick is a garden designer, best-selling author, columnist and presenter on
BBC Two’s Gardeners’ World
SAMANTHA HOPES
Is a professional horticulturalist, who has worked at a variety of wellknown gardens and nurseries including currently at John Massey’s
Ashwood Nurseries.
ANDY McINDOE
With over 40 years experience in retail and production horticulture Andy
is an author and regular contributor to a number of magazines, blogs and
BBC Radio.
PETER WILLIAMS
Peter retired from teaching aspects of plant science to mildly enthusiastic
undergraduates to ‘spend more time with his plants’ and occasionally talk
about them to groups of totally enthusiastic Hardy Planters.
●
●

●

●

●
●

There will be several professional nurseries plus the W Yorks HPS Plant Stall
Refreshments all day including homemade cakes, a bar, & special rates for
overnight stays. Should you wish to stay there are many lovely gardens in the
area
Cost: £29 per ticket, plus an optional buffet lunch at £10 available at the time
of booking
Tickets will be available online via TicketSource or by post from October 2020.
Please see the November edition of the Newsletter for details.
Tickets must be booked in advance as they will not be available on the door
Hotel Bookings: The Mercure Parkway will offer a reduced rate overnight to
conference delegates for either B&B or DB&B, 0113 361 1812
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