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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
Where has the summer gone?  It’s the middle of September as I write and 
the weather is feeling very autumnal, with the nights drawing in. By the time 
you read this, the clocks will have gone back and we shall either be in the 
middle of a big freeze, or a mild wet winter – it depends on which forecast 
you believe. The time since I took up this position in the spring has 
absolutely flown by and a lot of my plans for the garden have not 
happened, either because the weather conditions weren’t conducive or 
because I was just too busy. 
 
My first Trustees’ Meeting in June was an opportunity for the new team to 
get to know each other and to give some serious thought to what we do 
about publicity. We need to be better known if we are to attract new 
members and I am pleased that Trustees have agreed to my proposal to 
engage a communications professional to help us. Vikki Rimmer of Press 
Contact Ltd will work with us to raise our profile in the media from now 
until the Diamond Jubilee in 2017. While Vikki will do a lot of work herself, 
there is still a great need for publicity work to be done by our members, so 
we are still looking for someone to take on the role of Publicity Coordinator. 
I hope that somebody will now come forward to help, given the exciting 
times ahead. 
 
Over the last seven years, Cliff Powlesland has been the Society’s 
Webmaster and we are much indebted to him for creating and developing 
an impressive bespoke website. When he stood down, we were fortunate 
that Colin Doughty, the Worcestershire Group’s Webmaster agreed to 
manage the website for the time being. It was clear however, that the kind 
of skills required to take the website forward in its current form would not be 
easily found and it was also not desirable for the Society to be in the 
position where only one person knows how to run the site. We have 
therefore spent a lot of time thinking about how to move forward. 
Trustees agreed in June that the facility to make payments online should 
be added to the website and a lot of research was undertaken into how 
best to achieve this. It became clear that “bolting on” a payment facility to 
the existing website would be expensive and it would not be transferable if 
we were to change our website in the future. A deep breath followed and 
we launched into considering commissioning a new website. It was a very 
steep learning curve for many of us, but we’re getting there. We have 
commissioned Cotswold Web Services to do the initial work on online 
payments for seeds, membership subscriptions and booklets and they will 
then move on to redesigning the site. More news will follow as this project 
develops. 
 
At the beginning of September, my husband and I joined about 120 
members for the Autumn Weekend in Northumberland. It was such a 
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good opportunity to meet members from all around the country and share 
what we all love best – visiting gardens, sharing knowledge and 
experiences of plants – and, of course, buying the odd new one!  Thank 
you to the team who organised such an enjoyable weekend. This is an 
appropriate time to remind you that the Autumn Weekend is a very much-
enjoyed part of the HPS calendar and, so far we don’t have any offers to 
arrange another one. It would be such a pity if this tradition of gathering for 
a couple of days were to die out. So come on – which Group is going to 
invite us to join them in their part of the country?  If not for a weekend, 
perhaps we could have a Summer Gardens Day. 
 
I know that one of the reasons why nobody is coming forward is that the 
post of Events Coordinator remains vacant and I make yet another plea 
for someone to volunteer to take on this role (as well as that of Shows 
Coordinator). I know that this has been suggested previously, but if each 
of these roles were to be shared between two or three people, so that no 
one person had to cover the whole country, maybe that would lighten the 
load. 
 
During the summer, I attended a workshop organised by the RHS to 
discuss the implications for the UK horticulture sector of the Nagoya 
Protocol. It was interesting to hear the concerns of different people 
including plant hunters, nurserymen and societies and to realise that some 
of the concerns have been based on misunderstandings. I shall be taking a 
paper recommending our approach to the Trustees’ Meeting in October. 
I very much enjoyed the day I spent with the Worcestershire Group 
celebrating their 20

th
 Anniversary at the beginning of September. It was 

a lovely day with three excellent speakers and good to see a thriving Group 
full of enthusiasm for the future. 
 
We shall soon be coming up to the busiest time of the year for the office, 
when subscriptions and seed orders start coming in. We hope that the 
online payment facility will reduce the pressure, but please remember that 
the admin resource is very limited. Sally and Rachel will do what they can 
to help, but do be patient if they can’t give you an immediate response. 
Now I need to get planting some of those treasures I just couldn’t resist in 
Northumberland, Worcestershire and everywhere else, while the ground is 
still warm and moist. 

Cathy Rollinson 
Chairman 
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NOTICE OF THE 59
TH

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
We hereby give notice that the 59

th
 Annual General Meeting of the Hardy 

Plant Society will be held at 1.15pm on Saturday 19
th
  March 2016 at 

Reigate  College, Castlefield Road, Reigate, Surrey RH2 0SD 

 
Nominations are invited for two Trustees and for all the Officers of the 

Society. The normal term of office for Trustees is four years; the Officers of 

the Society (the Chairman, Vice-chairman, Honorary Treasurer and 

Honorary Secretary) are elected annually as ex officio Trustees. 

 
Nominations may be made via e-mail or alternatively by the traditional 

nomination forms which can be obtained from the Administrator. The 

proposer must ensure that all nominations include the names of the 

nominee, the proposer, the seconder and a statement which confirms the 

willingness of the nominee to stand. A brief statement of relevant interests 

and experience such as horticultural/gardens experience and/or 

committee/business & organisation activities should also be included.  

 
The Agenda for the AGM, including nominations will be published in the 

February edition of the Society’s Newsletter. Nominations must be received 

by the Hon. Secretary, Elaine Lofthouse, no later than 31
st
 December 2015.  

 
In the event of any position being contested, ballot papers will accompany 

the February Newsletter and the ballot will be entirely by post, with all votes 

to reach the Administrator by close of business on Friday 4
th
 March 2016. 

Elaine Lofthouse, Honorary Secretary 

 

Corrections to 2015/16 Officeholders list in Issue 163: 
Vice-Presidents  Dilys Davies, Tony Lord, Brian Mitchell, Gwladys Tonge 

  

 
HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY AND AGM 

Saturday 19th March 2016 
The Southern Counties Group look forward to welcoming you to the 
Annual Lecture Day at Reigate College, Castlefield Road, Reigate, 
Surrey RH2 0SD.   Tel: 01737 221118  www.reigate.ac.uk 
 
The day will include two lectures: 

 Kevin Hughes, owner of the nursery at Heale House, near Salisbury, 

on Stars of the Spring Garden 

 Troy Scott Smith, Head Gardener at Sissinghurst, on Revitalising 

Vita. 
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As well as an HPS plant stall, (stocked with plants donated by members – 
contributions gratefully received), four specialist nurseries will be there to 
tempt you. HPS publications will be available; there will be a raffle, a 
sundries stall and plant supports (which can be ordered in advance) for 
sale. 
 
The day is expected to cost £10 and a two-course buffet lunch will be 
available for £12, or you may bring your own lunch. 
 
Full details will be posted on the Hardy Plant Society website and will be in 
the February 2016 Newsletter, along with a booking form which will also be 
available on the website at that time.                       www.hardy-plant.org.uk  

 
 

OBITUARY 
As we go to press we have learned of the deaths of Margaret Davison 
and Jean Harris. Detailed obituaries will be given in the next 
newsletter and journal respectively. 

 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2015 – THE RESULTS 
Thanks to everyone who entered the competition.  Entries were down on 
last year – possibly the dismal summer discouraged photography – but the 
quality was very good and I’m sure you will be impressed when you see the 
winning pictures! 
 
Here are the results: 
Category One: Individual hardy perennial – whole plant or close up 
1

st
:  Richard Ford – Cyclamen hederifolium 

2
nd

: Colin Scott Berrett – Helleborus orientalis 
3

rd
: Brian Marshall – Trycirtis hirta 

 
Category Two: Plant grouping, border, garden view or HPS event 
1

st
 :  Louise Sims - Rosa sericea pteracantha  

2
nd

: Kelly Baldry –  Kegworth Surgery, July 2015 
3

rd
:  Alan Wilson – Keukenhof, Holland 

 
Category: Junior 
Winner:  Jamie Duguid –Howick Gardens, Northumberland 
 
The winning entries will be displayed on the HPS website. 
Thanks go to the judges, Ruth Baumberg and Barry Sheridan, who were 
good enough to return for another punishing afternoon of sifting and 
selecting. 
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Entries will be added to the digital library, which is growing apace 
thanks to the generosity of HPS members but we are still hungry for more. 
If you have nothing to do during the long winter nights please dig out your 
digital images and send them to me. Pictures of plants featured in the seed 
distribution list are especially welcome. 
Please send them to: photos@hardy-plant.org.uk 

 
PLANNING A TALK? 

If you are planning any talks this winter, please let me know if you want to 
illustrate it with pictures from the library.  
Make your selection from the images in the library on the website and let 
me have the names and numbers. I will then send you the full-size version, 
without the watermark. 
I usually send large selections via Wetransfer. It’s free and very simple – 
you just need to click on the Download button to get the pictures onto your 
computer and it avoids all the problems of large files in emails. 
Alternatively, I can send them on a memory stick. 

 
HPS PROMOTIONAL VIDEO 

I’m delighted to announce that the promotional video which was made at 
the Malvern Show last spring has now been published on YouTube. 
 
If you want to see it, you can find it at https://youtu.be/mfBPYMXBu6s 
or just go to YouTube and search for Hardy Plant Society at Malvern Spring 
Festival. 
 
Congratulations to the Worcestershire Branch members who took part in 
the making of the video, at a time when they were just a little busy creating 
a brilliant stand! 

Brian Hackett 
Photo Librarian 

 

CHESHIRE & FRIENDS RHS TATTON PARK 
As something of a departure from the floral displays previously produced by 
Cheshire & Friends group at RHS Tatton Park, relatively new group 
member Rasvan Chisu led a team to build a foliage display for this year’s 
entry entitled Fifty Shades of Green. 
 
The display was very well received and appreciated by the general public 
who visited the stand, many commenting upon how surprised they were at 
how much colour and texture can be achieved by the use of foliage alone. 
Judging from the interest shown, complimentary remarks made and 
questions asked, it was apparent that this struck a chord with many of the 
visitors who were inspired by the combination of plants and went away 
intending to use some of the ideas seen in the display in their own gardens. 

mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
https://youtu.be/mfBPYMXBu6s
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The title Fifty Shades of Green also helped 
to generate interest and amusement. 
Congratulations to the team: Raz Chisu, 
Melita and David Turner, Jackie and 
Stephen Williams who were awarded a 
very well deserved RHS Silver Medal.   
 

 
 

 
HPS RANUNCULACEAE GROUP AGM AND LECTURE DAY ON 

SATURDAY 25 APRIL 2015 
At the end of April the Hardy Plant Ranunculaceae Group held their 
AGM and lecture day at Little Bookham Village Hall, Little Bookham, 
Surrey. 
 
The day started grey with light drizzle falling, but that didn’t dampen our 
spirits and with a record number of members and guests attending the 
day began to buzz! 
 
We were so pleased to have Dr Julian Sutton of Desirable Plants, 
Totnes Devon, as our speaker and nurseryman Colin Moat of Pineview 
Plants, Kent, both had brought fantastic plants that members were 
unable to resist. 
 
The AGM was the first item on the programme and we were delighted 
to welcome Cathy Rollinson, our newly elected HPS Chairman, who 
was able spend the day with us, which I believe was her first official 
visit in her new role. 
 
Following the AGM, Dr Julian Sutton gave a most interesting and 
informative talk on ‘Sepals, Spurs and Hummingbirds’ which explained 
the different types of pollination within in the Ranunculaceae genus, by 
the end of the talk we had all learnt a lot more of the technicalities of 
botany.  
 
Following Julian’s talk, Carrie Thomas of Touchwood Plants, near 
Swansea,  gave us a brief explanation of the disastrous effect that 
‘Downy Mildew’ has had on her collection of Aquilegia and what signs 
we should look for in our gardens. 
 
By lunchtime the sun had broken through the grey clouds and members 
ventured out to visit the two spring gardens which were within walking 
distance of the hall. Just across the road was Jean Rapley’s cottage 
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garden, which was a delight with its little stream and so many 
interesting plants round every corner. Then a short walk up the road to 
Anthea Sokell’s garden, which one entered up a drive that opened 
onto an array of wonderful shrubs and spring flowers in abundance. 
The day closed with excellent tea and cakes very kindly provided and 
served by the HPS Southern Counties group. 
 
It was so nice to see members with a common bond chatting and 
laughing together which made for a really wonderful day. 
 
And now a date for your diary! 
 

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY RANUNCULACEAE GROUP ANNUAL 
LECTURE DAY 

Saturday 30 July 2016 
Dr Mary Toomey speaking on Small Flowered Clematis for all 

Seasons 
at the Hesketh with Becconsall Community Centre, Hesketh Bank, nr 

Preston, Lancashire PR4 6SR 
and in the afternoon a guided tour by Richard Hodson of Hawthornes 
Nursery, Marsh Road, Hesketh Bank, nr Preston, Lancashire PR4 6XT. 

 
There is no AGM at this meeting, so voting will be by postal ballot; 
information will be in the Groups newsletter.  
 
Here is a taste of the day’s programme: 
Following registration there will be time to meet up with friends over 
coffee and to buy plants. Sue Lander, our Chairman, will then give a 
short update of recent happenings in our group, followed by the 
Treasurer, Vivienne McGhee, bringing us up to date with our finances. 
 
Your committee are absolutely delighted that Dr Mary Toomey, whose 
knowledge of clematis is world renowned, has very kindly agreed to 
speak to us on Small Flowered Clematis for all Seasons. This, as 
many of you know, will be delivered full of enthusiasm and passion for 
her love of the genus 
 
In the afternoon we will be given a guided tour of Richard Hodson’s 
Hawthornes Nursery. This is a specialist working nursery and Richard 
will have great pleasure in showing us, not only his collection of 
Clematis viticella but also his many species clematis. His garden has 
over 200 clematis, as well as old fashioned roses and perennials. 
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This is not a day to be missed:  to book a place please see 
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/ranunculaceae/ or the next HPS 
Ranunculaceae newsletter or you can request one by emailing Sue Hough 
on susanahough@gmail.com or telephone 01420 562039. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all again at Hesketh Bank. 
 

SOUTHPORT FLOWER SHOW 2015 
North West is thrilled with their success at Southport Flower Show, being 
awarded a large Gold Medal and a Silver 
Trophy for the Best Society Stand. 

 

The China theme was designed 
with a contemplative green 
garden with pond and rocks 
silhouetted against a Moon 
Gate circle in a black Chinese 
screen. Against this soft-pink, 
cream and blue flowers 
interspersed with purple flowed 
through to a warm gold area ending in 
striking bright-red planting - directly 
contrasting with the tranquil soft green area. 
 
Our inspiration came from the Confucian principle of order and the 
interdependence of man with the natural world – harmony in nature. 
 
Enclosure is a fundamental element of traditional Chinese architecture: 
within a garden it should never be possible to see everything at the same 
time so there is a need to create some illusion and mystery – often with a 
different vista. 
 
The Moon Window creates an alternative view through which the viewer is 
drawn. The outside viewer looks to a quiet contemplative area enclosed 
within a screen, fringed with bamboos. In this secluded area, rocks and a 
pool are symbolic of mountains and lakes: these are planted with mainly 
foliage plants, especially hostas, and a selection of ferns: textures are 
appreciated for their subtlety. A traditional zigzag path, made with cobbled 
pavement, is often seen in China; here this leads to other areas of warmer 
golden planting.  
 
From the green contemplative area, the viewer moves clockwise to a gentle 
planting of blue, pink and purple. This area includes lythrum, geranium 
Rozanne ('Gerwat'), astilbes, astrantia, interspersed with molinia grasses 
and Verbena bonariensis AGM. The purple link continues across to a 

mailto:susanahough@gmail.com
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HPS Worcestershire Group organising 
committee with National Chairman 
Cathy Rollinson     

 

warmer cream, yellow and gold planting comprising achilleas, crocosmias, 
heleniums, and echinacea - which transmutes into a vibrant red and orange 
area – to include Lobelia cardinalis ‘Queen Victoria’ AGM, Echinacea 
‘Tomato Soup’, along with Imperata cylindrica ‘Red Baron’ blended with 
Persicaria nepalensis, as a direct contrast with the courtyard area. 
 
Members had grown many of the plants, and several new members helped 
with the planting. Compliments were received from judge, Stefan Buczacki, 
and from Joe Swift – which were really appreciated by the team. 
 
The new lecture programme starts 21 September at the Samlesbury 
Memorial Hall when Bob Sanderson of Cath’s Garden Plants will lecture 
on propagation of perennials. New members very welcome. 

Audrey M Dawson 
 
 
HPS WORCESTERSHIRE GROUP 20TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION & LECTURE DAY 

                                                                                                                            
This took place at Pershore College, 
Worcestershire on Saturday 12 September 
2015. Jan Vaughan, Group Chairman, 
welcomed National Chairman Cathy 
Rollinson & HPS visitors from over 17 HPS 
local Groups.  

 
The day featured three 
speakers. John Massey talked 

about plants for autumn into winter, whilst Fergus Garrett covered 
Succession Planting. Both talks stimulated a lot of interest. In the 
afternoon Alistair Bayford explained how the landscaping of 2012 
Olympic site had been developed for the Games and to continue into 
the future.

 

 
 
The day was free for Worcestershire group members, using reserves 
from the group funds that had accumulated over the past five years. 
Thank you to everybody for making the day so successful.   

John McGhee 
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PEONY GROUP STUDY DAY AND AGM 
Sunday 19 June 2016 

We have a change of date for our study day and AGM next year from the 
decision made at our AGM earlier in late April.  
 
We will meet on Sunday 19 June at Claire Austin’s nursery in Powys.  
 
It will be peak season for her peonies and Gail Harland will speak on 
lactiflora peonies. Please make a note in your diaries of the date 
change.  
 
The AGM will take about 30 minutes so we have the rest of the day to soak 
up peonies. Further details and how to book will be in the February 
newsletter. 

 
 
 

VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING 2016 
Next year’s meeting will be held on Saturday 4 June in Offenham, near 
Evesham, Worcestershire. It will include a visit to the nursery of Ed Brown, 

a well-known VPG member who, as well as running a major nursery, has 
the Plant Heritage National Collection of Sambucus which he will guide us 
around. 
 
We have booked the Offenham Village Hall for the day and we’ll start there 
with registration and tea/coffee at 10am. There will follow the indoor 
elements of our meeting, the AGM, and then a mix of plant discussion and 
auction. As well as the opportunity to acquire the unusual plants on offer, 
comments by VPG members and our auctioneer and Chairman, Bob 
Brown, always provides great entertainment. 
 
After a break for lunch we’ll visit Ed’s nursery and the Sambucus collection 
– a chance to see the considerable range of plants this genus has to offer 
as well as, of course, a chance to buy plants.  
 
The day is only open to VPG members, but is free of charge. Membership 
of the group is only £4 per year making the meeting a bargain day out. On 
this occasion Bob has very kindly offered to organise a buffet lunch at a 
cost of £8 per person. If you would like more details of the meeting, or 
information about joining the VPG, then please contact me, Brian 
Dockerill. Contact details are included in the Specialist Groups section of 
this newsletter.  

Brian Dockerill 
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UPDATE ON THE 2016 PULMONARIA GROUP AGM 
The date for the 2016 Pulmonaria Group AGM has been changed from 
April 9 to April 16 2016 to avoid a clash with ‘Passionate about Plants’. 
 
The meeting will take place in Stogumber Village Hall just south of 
Minehead in Somerset. Julian Sutton will be giving us a talk in the 
morning. Long Acre Nursery will be selling plants as well as our own Group 
sales table. In the afternoon we will visit Elworthy Cottage Plants Nursery 
and delightful garden. 
Guests are warmly welcome and full details are on the website or can be 
obtained from the Secretary, Barry Street. 

 
 
 

SHADE AND WOODLAND PLANTS GROUP & AGM  
During August, group members have had the opportunity to visit Maspin 
House at Hallam and to see Joe Sime’s hydrangeas at their best in Penley 
near Wrexham which is where our second AGM and meeting will be on Sat 
21 May 2016.  After the AGM there will be a talk on Woodland Gems by Dr 
Andrew Ward of Norwell Nurseries, followed by an Introduction to Park 
Cottage by Dr Joe Sime.  There will be plants for sale.  Before lunch we 
shall have a rare plant auction and a raffle.  
 
The afternoon will be spent exploring Park Cottage, Joe and Wendy Sime’s 
5.5 acre garden. Features include a double herbaceous border, a maze, 
gravel garden, ponds and several areas of deciduous shade with many 
interesting trees and shrubs, collections of hydrangea and epimediums and 
two National Collections. There will be more plants for sale at the garden. 
 
The price for the day will be £11.50 for members of the Shade and 
Woodland Plants Group and £16.50 for non-members.  
 
To book please email our Secretary, Diana Garner on 
montana@cholesbury.net or mail to Montana, Shire Lane, Cholesbury, 
Herts HP23 6NA  giving your name, address, telephone number, email 
address, and HPS membership number. Electronic transfer details are as 
follows: 
Branch sort code: 40 32 02 
Account number: 21574647 
Account name: Shade and Woodland Plants Group 
Reference: Your last name and HPS membership number 
or cheques should be made payable to HPS Shade and Woodland Plants 
Group.  

 
 

 

mailto:montana@cholesbury.net
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SEED DISTRIBUTION NEWS 
Our 2016 Seed List Booklet is enclosed with this Newsletter. No doubt some of 
you will already have had a quick look to see what is on offer this year. Our 
thanks to all our donors who have done us proud with a wide selection of seed 
ranging from both the rare and hard to find  to much loved favourites.  
 

This year the latest date for orders to be received is 11
 
January but 

the earliest date is tomorrow! 

Orders will be put together in the date order in which they are received.  
 
Bear in mind that some seed is in 
very short supply, so the sooner 
your order is received the greater 
your chance of getting everything 
you order.  
 
We will hire a village hall from 13 - 
22 January when 11 Shropshire 
volunteers will make up the orders 
each day. Once members’ orders 
are completed we will deal with any 

orders received via the web site from non members. The ‘pot luck’ or random 
sets will be put together after that.  
Everything will be mailed out to you by 25

 
January. Only very heavy snow will 

cause this timetable to slip so our fingers are crossed for a mild January! 
 
The sharp-eyed of you will have noted ‘orders received via the website’ in the 
last paragraph. This year you will be able to order online, and pay via 
PayPal if you prefer. Good old-fashioned order forms and cheques will still 

continue however. 
 
The Seed Distribution Descriptive Database to be found on our website now 
has even more photo links to our Image Library, making it a very helpful and 
speedy way for you to choose which seed to order.  
 

Our thanks to all those of you who have helped by sending photos for our 
image library. Over the past five years Eleanor Fisher has researched over 
4,000 plants, whose descriptions form the master list which is used for each 
seed list. Each year more are added as new seed is donated.  
Eleanor now wishes to hand the job over to another. I would love to hear 

from anyone interested in taking on this rewarding and much-appreciated job. 
The main tasks are to research new plants as seed is donated in September 
and October, and to keep the master data base up to date as new photos are 
added to the Image Library. Eleanor will be happy to support her successor in 
any way she can. Email or telephone me if you would like more information. 
seed@hardy-plant.org.uk/Telephone 01630 672634 

Enjoy choosing your seed! We look forward to receiving your orders 

Pauline Cooper Seed Distribution Coordinator 
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CLWYD  HELP TO PROMOTE THE HPS 
Throughout the country, there are thousands of local and county garden 

shows, fetes etc. each year and these provide 
an ideal way to promote the Hardy Plant 
Society. At the same time, you can use the 
opportunity to recruit new members for your 
local group if you have one. You don't need a 
lot to make it effective.  

At the Prestatyn Flower Show, Denbighshire, 
North Wales on Saturday 25 July 2015, the 
HPS Clwyd Group had over 70 people visit 

their stand in the five hours of the show (and they gave away 120 packets 
of free seed – a key attractor for visitors!) 

You can also run a promotional 
stand at non-gardening events. 
Here, members of the HPS Clwyd 
Group are running a stand at their 
local Tesco store. 

 
 

 
REPORT ON CHENIES MANOR 

PLANT FAIR  2015 
The Plant Fair at Chenies Manor House held 
on Sunday 19 July was well attended and 
the weather was very kind to us - sunny but 
not too hot. We chose our plants, planned 
and rehearsed the layout a week before the 
event. We are very fortunate because the 
plants are kindly loaned to us by Farnham 
Common Nurseries. 

 
We chose a design that had a small island surrounded with gravel with bold 
planting to the back and sides and to one side included a cherub asleep in 
a shell. We started setting up at 7.30am and were ready at 10am when the 
gates opened. We promoted the Society, offered advice and 
encouragement to people, many of whom bought our seeds and cards and 
there was a lot of interest in our Passionate about Plants event next year 
At the end of the day we were allowed to sell the plants we had used – we 
were then able to take the remainder back to the Farnham Common 
Nurseries stand. I’d like to thank Bob and Chris Weeks and Edwina Rucker 

for all their hard work in making the day such a success.   
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PASSIONATE ABOUT PLANTS 2016 
Presented by the HPS Middlesex Group 

 
Saturday 9 April 2016 

9.45 a.m. – 4.00 p.m. (doors open 9.00 a.m.) 
Haydon School, Wiltshire Lane, Pinner, Middlesex, HA5 2LX 

 
This will be our seventh biennial Passionate About Plants event and 

we’re looking forward to seeing you for what promises to be a lively and 
entertaining day.  

Our special guest celebrities for 2016 are guaranteed to get you thinking!  
 

Diarmuid Gavin - A Mischievous Life Making Show Gardens   
Always controversial, never boring, Diarmuid takes gardens that one step 

further - there’s bound to be mischief! 
 

Helen Dillon - Keeping the Show on the Road 
From creating her inspirational Dublin garden over 40 years, Helen shows 

how the best gardens evolve and keep blooming 
 

Joe Swift - 15 years of TV Gardening 
Popular Gardeners’ World presenter, Joe mixes the know-how you’d 
expect from a Chelsea Gold Medal winner with more than a dash of 

humour! 
 

Passionate About Plants is a great opportunity to meet other Hardy 
Planters. As before, there will be specialist nurseries with a terrific selection 
of hardy plants for sale and stalls with garden sundries to browse and buy. 
We will be holding a gardening-themed raffle.  
Tea and coffee will be on sale from 9am and lunches will be available to 
buy. 
 

Treat yourself to a special day out! 
 
Tickets for the day are £25 and must be booked in advance, as they 
will not be available on the door.  
Additional details and an application form are available from our 
website at: 
www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk or write to: 
 
PAP, Keith Hamilton, 82 Brunswick Road, Ealing, W5 1AE.  
Tel:  07956 246079;    email:  keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com 
Payment by cheque made payable to Hardy Plant Society Middlesex Group 
Please enclose a stamped addressed envelope for your tickets. 

 

http://www.hardy-plant-middlesex.org.uk/
mailto:keith.hamilton82br@ntlworld.com
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If you are planning a weekend or need overnight accommodation, the 

historic Grim’s Dyke Hotel, with 40 acres of grounds and gardens, is 4 
miles from our Passionate About Plants venue.  The hotel is offering a 
special rate for those attending Passionate About Plants of £75.00 for 
single occupancy and £85.00 for double occupancy.  
 
The rates include breakfast and VAT.  Please contact Keith Hamilton for 
the code you will need to quote at the time of booking to obtain this special 
price.  
 
Your reservation and payment must be made directly with the hotel.  
Hotel website:  http://www.grimsdyke.com/      
Telephone:  +44(0) 208 385 3100    
email: reservations@grimsdyke.com 

 
. 
 

CORNUCOPIA 
The newsletters of the Society’s local and specialist groups contain a 
wealth of interest and information provided by knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic members, the best of which is published in Cornucopia. A 
modest annual subscription will bring this twice a year direct to your door.  
 
Now is the time to start or renew your subscription for 2016, by completing 
the appropriate section on the national membership renewal form (even if 
you pay for your membership by Standing Order) and sending it with your 
cheque to the HPS Administrator. 
 
The latest Cornucopia has just gone to the printers and will be available 
soon. If you are a newsletter editor or distributor do please remember to 
send a copy of every edition to the Groups Coordinator as these copies 
make their way into the pool of articles from which I compile each edition. 
Remember without your newsletters there can be no Cornucopia. 

Tony Bays, Cornucopia Editor 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.grimsdyke.com/
mailto:reservations@grimsdyke.com
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HARDY PLANT SOCIETY AUTUMN WEEKEND 2015 
The 2015 HPS Autumn Weekend was hosted by the North East Group in 
early September with two days of garden visits in Northumberland.  
 
Two of the gardens visited are open to 
the public: Howick Hall Gardens and 
Arboretum - a horticulturally important 
garden due to present owner Charles, 
Lord Howick’s planting of many 
species collected on plant hunting 
trips around the world. Also, Herterton 
House Gardens (pictured right) - 
created from scratch by Frank and 
Marjorie Lawley over a 30 year period and widely acclaimed as one of the 
best English gardens of the late 20th century. 
The remainder of visits were to Hardy Plant Society members Heather 
Russell in Bolam (grass garden pictured below), David and Marjorie 
Goodchild in Ponteland and Joan Barber in Heddon on the Wall. Lunch 
on one of the routes was held in Cambo, a pretty National Trust village that 
is part of the Wallington estate. To the delight of attendees several 
residents in the village unexpectedly and generously opened their gardens 
for members to look around. 
 
After dinner talks were held on two nights: on Friday Heather Russell gave 

an informative talk on her passion 
for clematis viticella and on 
Saturday Doug Stewart gave an 
amusing talk on the history of 
alcoholic drinks made from 
garden plants. 
 
In addition to the organising 
committee of Maggie Duguid, 
Madeline Giles, Sharin Ingleby, 

Heather Russell and Joan Barber, 
many members of the North East Group helped out by being couriers, 
backup car drivers, plant propagators, garden helpers and cake makers.  

Sharin Ingleby 

 
THE HALF HARDY GROUP 

By the time you read this a new committee should be in place and a 
newsletter in the process of being produced. Now is the time, if you have 
an interest in half-hardy plants, to join us. Contact Valerie Livesey for an 
application form. 
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GERANIUM STUDY DAY 2015 
It was a day of mixed blessings, weather-wise, as the Hardy Geranium 
Group gathered at St. Boniface Hall in Chandler’s Ford, Hampshire on 
20 June for the Geranium Study Day. The members who attended were 
full of enthusiasm and were rewarded with an interesting array of plants 

for sale. 
 
Following the AGM, 
Jennifer Harmer and 
Sue Ward spoke 
about Geranium 
People. It was clear 
from the beginning 
that Jennifer had 
done an amazing 
amount of research 
resulting in a talk that 
was interesting and 
informative, with 
some excellent 

slides. The link between the plant and the person who had discovered, 
bred or introduced it gave extra meaning and was invaluable – not just 
as a memory link to some old friends and acquaintances but as a talk 
about the social history of gardening. Jennifer has kindly agreed to 
pass on her notes so that they can be included in a future HGG 
publication. 
 
Following a successful plant sale and raffle, members broke for lunch 
and then made their way to Joan Taylor’s garden at Silverwood House 
(pictured above), where Joan had very generously provided 
sandwiches as well as cake and tea. 
 
The sun came out and the small nursery adjoining the garden was full 
of rare and tempting treasures which many of us found irresistible! The 
garden itself was both immaculate and beautiful and a testament to 
Joan’s hard work and ability as a plantswoman. Geraniums mixed 
happily with perennials, shrubs and her wonderful selection of roses. 
Joan’s national collection of Geranium nodosum circled one lawn and 
made an impressive display. Everyone happily wandered round, 
chatting, admiring, making new discoveries and taking photographs and 
it was clear that the visit had been thoroughly enjoyable and a huge 
success. 

Tricia Newton 
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 

Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  
These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your 
request to admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 
mm) self-addressed envelope with the required number of loose 2nd 
class stamps: 

 1 for Bed and Breakfast 

 2 for Gardens Open 

 4 for Register of Lecturers 
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope. 
 
HPS Booklets – please use order form in the newsletter. 
Back copies of The Hardy Plant – limited stock from 1957–1989 
(black and white) @ £2.50; all issues from 1990–present (colour) @ 
£3.50; prices include p&p. Please email or telephone for an order form. 
 
Subscriptions  
Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription 
rates are £17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at 
one address (joint membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for 
overseas members, outside Western Europe, who wish their mailings to 
be sent by airmail. Subscriptions should be sent to The Administrator, 
15 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 
1GP. Credit or debit card payments can be taken over the phone. To 
save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your future 
subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building society. 
You can request a form from the Administrator, by email or post, or 
download it from the website (‘Join the HPS’ on the Home Page). 
 

HPS PRE-PAID ENVELOPES sent out with questionnaire April 2014 
Members please note the above envelopes should not be used to send 
documents to the office, this service has now been discontinued and HPS 
is now charged a surcharge for any member using these envelopes. Thank 
you for your co-operation in this matter. 

 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership 
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours 
(Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the 
answering machine: 01386 710317. 

Sally Broome, Administrator



 

 

 

£  
(amount in words) 

 

 

        

 

  STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
 

To ........................................................................Bank/Building Society 
 

Sort code ................................. 
Full postal address of bank/building society:........................................................ 
 
.............................................................................................................................. 
 
..........................................................................Post Code.................................. 
 
Please pay HSBC, 60 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TR 
Sort code 40 05 30 – for the credit of – 
The Hardy Plant society Account number 70414603 

 
Quoting REFERENCE number** 

 
 

** Your unique reference number is the first five characters of your 
surname and the last five digits of your membership number 
 

 
The sum of         
 

        
Commencing 1 January 2016 and thereafter ANNUALLY on January 1

st
 

until you receive further notice in writing from me/us 
 
 
 
Account holder name/s 

Account number 
Name..............................................  Signature/s......................................... 
 
Address.............................................................. 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
.......................................................................... Date.................................. 
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR BANK 
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HPS BOOKLETS 

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered to assist with typing up or 
‘scanning in’ our older style booklets. I was astounded by the number of 
people coming forward for what is quite an arduous task. Project e-booklet 
has begun! 
 
The first booklet will be a revised edition of Ferns which we hope to launch 
Spring 2016. Additionally a new booklet title on garden hardy 
chrysanthemums will be added to the existing HPS booklet series. Both will 
contain a wider selection of photographs that I encourage members to 
contribute to, both garden settings and individually named. Looking even 
further ahead, if you would like to take photographs of erysimums and 
pulmonaria, these would also be welcome. Please contact Brian, our digital 
librarian, for the best way to send these (photos@hardy-plant.org.uk) 

 
Christmas will be upon us soon. Why not purchase a booklet or two for a 
friend, family member or neighbour. These can be sent direct by Sally or 
Rachel from our Evesham office to an address of your choice, to include a 
personalised message. The office accepts card payments as well. The cost 
to members is discounted from the Retail Selling Price and includes FREE 
postage. There is an order form on page 24. 
 

    
£3 £3 £3 £3 

    
£3 £4 £5.50 £5.50 

 
Irene Tibbenham   Publications 

mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM 
November 2015 
 
The following booklets are available, post free, to members by Mail Order. 
 

Quantity Title Cost Total 

 Geraniums                              COLOUR £5.50  

 Peonies                                      COLOUR  £5.50  

 Astilbe, Bergenia & Rodgersia   COLOUR £3.00  

 Epimediums                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Euphorbias                                 COLOUR £3.00  

 Hostas                                        COLOUR £3.00  

 Penstemons                               COLOUR £3.00  

 Grasses £2.50  

 Umbellifers £2.50  

 Campanulas                                     SALE £1.00  

 Heucheras                                        SALE £1.00  

 Irises                                                 SALE £1.00  

 Phlox                                                SALE £1.00  

 Pulmonarias                                     SALE £1.00  

 Total of order   

 
 
Name ………………………………………………………………………..... 
 
Address ………………………………………………………………………. 
 
…………………………………………… Postcode ………………………. 
 
I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society 
Or Please debit my debit/credit card by the sum of £…....................  
(Minimum order £10) 
 
 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date     Security Code    

 
Name as printed on card ...……………………………………………. 
 
Signature …………………………………............Date………………. 

 
Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP 
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GROUP SECRETARIES’ MEETING 
Thirty four local and specialist groups were represented at the Group 
Secretaries’ Meeting held on Saturday 12th October, at the National 
Motorcycle Museum, Birmingham.  
 
The Chairman, Cathy Rollinson, explained that her priority in her new role 
was focusing on making sure that the Society was more widely known, and 
that as part of this the Society has contracted some support from a 
professional PR consultant. Some of the first work the consultant will be 
doing is to assist us with press releases and gain better visibility in the 
media, and also helping us to use social media better (in particular Twitter 
and Facebook). Cathy said that we will still need our own publicity 
coordinator to work with the consultant, and that the description of the role 
is available on the website, and that any enquiries would be very welcome.  
She also reminded us all that offers to take on the roles of Events Co-
ordinator or Shows Co-ordinator would be very welcome. 
 
She said that after many years of valued support, our webmaster, Cliff 
Powlesland, had retired and that, although we currently have temporary 
arrangements in place, the Trustees have awarded contract for the design 
of a new modular website. The introduction of electronic payment for 
membership, or a seed order, was also well underway, and we should be in 
a position to test this feature soon.  
 
Secretaries reported back on the many and varied methods that they have 
for recruitment of new members and they had the opportunity to share 
promotional materials and literature. They asked about the possibility of a 
discounted membership of the Society for students, and how this might 
work was discussed in some detail. Cathy said that she expected Trustees 
to consider this issue and make a decision relatively soon. 
 
Finally there was a discussion around what we might do to celebrate the 
Society Diamond Jubilee in 2017, and Secretaries agreed to discuss this 
with their groups and feed back to Cathy. The Secretaries noted with 
sadness the recent deaths of Jean Harris, who was the Society’s first 
Groups Co-ordinator, and also Margaret Davison, who was a stalwart of the 
HPS Seed Exchange, and that there would be tributes to both in future 
publications.  
 
This year’s meeting was especially lively, thought provoking, and 
enjoyable, and we came away with many good ideas and feeling very 
positive.  
 
Next year’s meeting is booked for 1

 
October 2016, and we agreed to look for a 

larger room as we were a little bit short of space this year. 

Ruth Plant  Groups Co-ordinator 
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PRESIDENT’S VISIT 
TO LINCOLNSHIRE! 
Lincolnshire’s speaker 
meetings resumed after the 
summer break on 
Saturday, 26 September 
and there could have been 
no one more appropriate to 
kick-off proceedings than 
our congenial President, 
Roy Lancaster, who had 
travelled from his 
Hampshire home 
accompanied by his wife, 
Sue. 
 
220 people packed into the 
venue, where our members 
were joined by others from 
HPS Groups in Yorkshire & 
Nottinghamshire and some 

visiting garden lovers, all eager to have a masterclass about A 
Plantsmanʼs Garden. 
 
Roy took us on a journey through some 35 years of his life and explained 
that plant explorers are special and generous people who travel the world 
and thus his friends pass on to him their understanding and knowledge - as 
well as seeds and cuttings and many specimens are now growing in his 
garden. 
 
Roy is passionate that all gardeners, amateur and expert alike, pass on 
their knowledge and give help to new and novice gardeners as often as 
they can - and this is the ethos behind the formation of The Hardy Plant 
Society many years ago. 

Jane McInerney 
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Clockwise from top: Plant sales at Worcs 20

th
 Anniversary, Monmouthshire Stand at 

Usk Show, Joan Taylor’s Garden, West Yorkshire at Harrogate Autumn Flower Show 
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ACER AT HOWICK 

Cartoon of 
Roy Lancaster’s 

plant introductions 
drawn by talented 
artist and 
Lincolnshire 
member, Twink 
Addison, 

presented by 
Lincolnshire 
Chairman Liz 
Holmes to Roy 

Lancaster at his 
September visit to 
the group. 

  

 


