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CHAIR'S LETTER
Once again the summer months have sped by in glorious sunshine, and
like true Brits we have agonised over the weather - frustrated by the ground
becoming impenetrable, endless rounds of watering and longing for rain.
There may have been some losses, especially of new plantings or those
new treasures stranded in their pots, but how quickly the garden responded
to the first few showers. Now as I write this we have weathered the first
storms of autumn and it is pouring with rain, but the autumn flowers have
started their display early and there is a bumper crop of apples and berries
in my garden.
Around the country Local Group members have been busy at the Shows,
putting together wonderful displays to show both their passion for hardy
perennials and the many facets of the Society, to encourage more people
to join us. Congratulations to West Yorkshire on being awarded Silver-Gilt
at both Spring and Autumn Harrogate Shows, to Worcestershire (Silver)
and Cheshire & Friends for displays at the RHS shows at Malvern and
Tatton Park and to all groups who represented us at various other regional
shows. Plans will already be underway for next year so why not get
involved as it is so encouraging to talk to visitors as they admire our efforts.
I was pleased to accept invitations to both Chelsea and Hampton Court
Flower Shows although the HPS was not represented at either this year.
And I joined the Rutland Group at Barnsdale Garden where they had been
invited to display the work of the HPS.
HPS members have also set out their stalls at a number of Plant Fairs and
Sales where the gardening public can find a range of interesting plants
propagated by our members. Local Groups have organised Lecture Days
open to all members and the public, the eighth year for Middlesex Group
with Passionate about Plants and dates still to come in Worcestershire and
Lincolnshire.
The Special Interest Groups continue to flourish and have held successful
AGM's and Lecture Days. The Peony Group held their event at Wisley
where they had the opportunity to visit the RHS Peony Trials and were very
pleased to find new volunteers to join their committee.
Finding volunteers to take on roles at both local and national level is always
challenging and yet those who do generally find it a rewarding experience.
Many hands make light work and a willingness to step forward means that
nobody feels their job becomes a burden. I'm sure we would all like to see
the HPS grow and continue to engage in a wide range of activities. One of
the most popular is the Seed Distribution Scheme and we are still looking
for a Manager for it while I would like to find someone to take on the
Conservation Scheme and finally we need to appoint a new Editor for
The Hardy Plant, our twice-yearly journal, in the coming months.
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You will remember reading an appreciation of the contribution Brian
Mitchell made to the Society in the Autumn 2017 Journal. Sadly, earlier
this year we learned of his death and would like to acknowledge again his
work in the role of HPS Hon Treasurer from 1991-2008.
We had anticipated there would be good progress with the upgrade of the
IT systems in the Office, but there have been various unavoidable delays
and it looks as though we will be using the existing software for a while yet
although we are hoping to complete the first part of the upgrade with new
computers in the Office.
Plastic in the environment is a serious problem worldwide and we have
been looking for a viable option to replace the plastic wrappers used to
send out our Newsletters and Journals. At the moment we use Monolite
which is the most environmentally friendly available to us and is 100% fully
recyclable and degradable as well as affordable. We will review this
decision on a regular basis.
We have many talented photographers among our members so it is
disappointing to learn that there have been fewer entries for the
Photographic Competition than in previous years. I'm sure there are
many like me who would love to have some regular tips on how to take
better pictures and I would be interested to hear from anyone who would
like to start a Photography Blog. I should add that blogs do not all need to
be monthly so perhaps you could offer an occasional piece.
With the days getting shorter there is still so much to do in the garden and
plans to be made for next year, but why not spend a few minutes to share
your thoughts and photos with us via the website, social media or in print.

Jan Vaughan
NOTICE OF THE 62nd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
We hereby give notice that the 62nd Annual General Meeting of the Hardy
Plant Society will be held at 1.30pm on
Saturday 30th March 2019 at Bishop Burton College, York Road,
Bishop Burton, Beverley, HU17 8QG
Nominations are invited for Trustees and for all the Officers of the Society.
The normal term of office for Trustees is four years; the Officers of the
Society (the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary
Secretary) are elected annually and become ex officio Trustees.
Nominations may be made by email, or alternatively by traditional
nomination forms which can be obtained from the Administrator. The
proposer must ensure that their nomination includes the names of the
nominee, the proposer, and the seconder; the proposal must also include a
statement which confirms the willingness of the nominee to stand. A brief
statement of relevant experience of the nominee should also be included.
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This may include such things as committee/organisation & business
experience as well as garden & horticultural experience.
Nominations must be received by the Hon. Secretary, Judi Deakin, no
later than 31 December 2018. Email: hpshonsec@gmail.com
The Agenda for the AGM, including nominations will be published in the
February edition of the Society’s Newsletter. In the event of any position
being contested, ballot papers will accompany the February Newsletter; the
ballot will be entirely by post with all votes to reach the Administrator by
close of business on Friday 15th March 2019.

Judi Deakin, Honorary Secretary
YOUR NEW GROUP COORDINATORS ARE KEITH & LOIS SCOTT
from the East Yorkshire Group! Keith is currently a Trustee and Lois has
been her local group’s secretary for several years. They’d love to hear
your ideas and views about HPS – groups@hardy-plant.org.uk

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CHALLENGE?
Have you ever thought about becoming a part of the national Hardy Plant
Society team? We are looking to fill the following posts:
Seed Distribution Manager. Members of the team in Shropshire have
committed to ensuring that the Seed Distribution will go ahead this year
(2018/19), but without someone to organise the work next year there may
be no seed list. The Seed Distribution has worked well over previous years,
is extremely popular and by engaging with the public as well as members
helps the society to fulfil our charitable aims. There is plenty of help and
advice on hand if you think you can offer your time.
Conservation Scheme Coordinator. Conservation is another of the HPS'
key areas of work and the Coordinator provides a central link for the
Coordinators from Local Groups, organising the annual meeting and plant
exchange, collating the experience of growing and propagating the plants
into an online database (minimal IT skills required) and promoting the
Scheme through the website and written reports.
Journal Editor. The Hardy Plant, our full colour journal, is published twice
a year and it is the Editor's job to commission and collate the articles,
produce the draft and liaise with the printers. Our current Editor has held
the post for a number of years and will have a wealth of experience to pass
on to her successor.
In addition we are looking for a volunteer to act as Project Manager for the
replacement IT system in our office in Evesham. This will be a temporary
post to oversee the ordering and implementation and we would ideally like
to find someone who is familiar with current financial software packages
and within travelling distance to visit the office regularly.
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Finally, have you ever considered becoming a Trustee? Some of our
current Trustees finish their term of office next year and we will be seeking
new nominations over the coming months.
If you are interested and would like to find out more please do get in touch
with me.
Jan Vaughan chairman@hardy-plant.org.uk )

HPS SHOWS AND EVENTS CALENDAR 2019
This calendar is compiled many months in advance and details can
change, so please check with the organising Group or look at the HPS
website if you are planning to go to any event.
Tues 12 Feb
Sun 10 Feb
Sun 17 March
Sat 23 March
Sat 23 March
Sat 30 March
Sat 30 March

Sat 13 April

Sun 14 April
Fri 19 – Mon 22
April
Thurs 25 – Sun 28
April
Sat 27 April
Sat 4 May
Thurs 9 – Sun 12 May

Fri 10 May
Sat 18 – Sun 19
May
Sun 19 May

Trustees’ meeting
Galanthus Group AGM and Study Day, Somerset
Ranunculaceae AGM and meeting, Silverdale,
Carnforth, Lancashire
Pulmonaria Day, AGM, talk and garden visit, Powick
Village Hall, Worcester
Spring Plant Fair, East Lambrook Manor, Somerset
TA13 5HH (Somerset Group)
Annual Lecture Day and AGM (East Yorkshire
Group)
‘Hepatica and Cyclamen – Lessons from Nature’, a
study day with Samantha and Nigel Hopes (North
East Group)
HPS Ambassadors’ Day “Gardening in the 21st
Century” with Matthew Wilson and Val Bourne,
Pershore College WR10 3JP (Worcestershire
Group)
Annual Plant Sale, Bayston Hill Memorial Hall,
Shrewsbury (Shropshire Group)
Easter
Harrogate Spring Flower Show (West Yorkshire
Group)
Plant Sale, West Monkton Village Hall, Taunton, TA2
8NE (Somerset Group)
Magic of Plants Conference, Leeds (W Yorkshire
Group)
RHS Malvern Spring Festival (HPS display TBC)
Plant Auction, Paxton Hall, Leeds (W Yorks Group)
Plant Sale, Sheffield Botanical Gardens (South
Pennine Group)
Plant Sale, Holywell, Flintshire CH8 7QT (Clwyd Grp)
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Tues 21 – Sat 25
May
Sat 25 May
Wed 5 – Sun 9
June
Sat 8 June
Sat 8 June

Sat 8 June
Tues 11 June
Thurs 13 – Sun 16
June
Sat 15 – Sun 16
June
Sat 15 – Sun 16
June
Sat 22 – Sun 23
June
Sat 29 June
Sun 30 June
Mon 1 – Sun 7 July
Sun 7 July
Sun 14 July
Wed 17 – Sun 21
July
Fri 13 – Sun 15
Sept
Sat 14 Sept
Sun 15 Sept
Sat 5 Oct
Fri 11 Oct
Sat 12 Oct
Tues 1 Oct
(December)

RHS Chelsea Flower Show (no HPS display)
Annual Plant Sale, URC Church Hall, Homewood
Road, St Albans AL1 4BH (Herts Group)
RHS Chatsworth Flower Show (HPS display TBC)
Hardy Geranium Group 45th Anniversary, East
Lambrook Manor Gardens, Somerset
Plant sale and coffee morning, Preston Patrick
Memorial Hall, Preston Patrick, Milnthorpe LA7 7NR
(Cumbria Group)
Plant Sale, Peopleton WR10 2EG (Worcestershire
Group)
Trustees’ meeting
Gardeners’ World Live, NEC (HPS display TBC)
Burton Agnes Gardeners’ Fair (East Yorkshire Group)
National Plant Societies’ Show at RHS Wisley
(Southern Counties Group TBC)
Axe Vale Show (Devon Group)
Usk Open Gardens, Gardeners’ Market Area
(Monmouthshire Group)
Shade and Woodland Plants Group AGM and full
day in Pontypridd, South Glam
RHS Hampton Court Palace Garden Festival (no
HPS display)
Summer Plant Fair, Lower Severalls, Somerset
TA18 7NX (Somerset Group)
Chenies Manor Plant Fair (Middlesex Group)
RHS Flower Show Tatton Park (HPS display TBC)
Harrogate Autumn Flower Show (West Yorkshire Group)
Usk Show (Monmouthshire Group)
Plant Sale, Sheffield Botanical Gardens (South
Pennine Group)
Variegated Plant Group Annual Meeting and AGM,
at Great Dixter Garden autumn plant fair, Rye, East Sussex
Plant Auction, Paxton Hall, Leeds (W Yorks Group)
Group Secretaries’ Meeting, Bubbenhall near Coventry
Trustees’ meeting
Post Holders meeting
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DATE FOR YOUR DIARY!
HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY AND AGM
Saturday 30 March 2019
Hosted by HPS East Yorkshire Group

Bishop Burton College, York Road, Bishop Burton, East Yorkshire
HU17 8QG
Speakers
Christopher Grey–Wilson
Poppies of the world
Andy McIndoe
Shrubs : The perfect plant for every place in your garden
Ticket Prices
Ticket and buffet lunch £25
Ticket only £18
Plant Stall Holders
The Fern Nursery, Mires Beck Nursery, Ridgefield Nursery, Woodlands Plants,
Members’ Plant Stall.
Other Stalls
HPS booklets and sundries, Conservation, Raffle.
Members Gardens open
Friday 29 March 2019 and Sunday 31 March 2019
Accommodation
Beverley – Premier Inn, Beverley Arms Hotel, Best Western Hotel
Hull – Holiday Inn, Ibis, Double Tree by Hilton, Premier Inn
For further information contact Lois Scott (Secretary) tel: 01482-494276 or
email: klscott@klscott.karoo.co.uk
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MIDDLESEX GROUP’S DISPLAY GARDEN AT CHENIES MANOR
PLANT FAIR
Sunday 15 July 2018
Our display this year was very
traditional; we used a lot of grasses,
hostas and ivy to create a cool looking
border on this very hot Sunday. The
white flowers are Gauras, Scabiosa
incisa ‘Kudo White’ and Leucanthemum
‘Miss Muffet’ and we also had a group of
Centaurea ‘Silver Feather’ the soft
mauve flowers of which picked up the
colour of the lavenders. Many thanks to
Farnham Common Nursery who loaned
us all the plants and the team who worked hard to put the display together.
GERANIUM STUDY DAY 9 JUNE 2018 – GREAT KINGSHILL,
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Members arriving at our 2018 geranium day were greeted by a long table full of
hardy geraniums on sale, many of which are hard to find. Our members often
keep the less common cultivars going when nurseries give up on them and
there was a brisk trade at the sales table during the day.
Margaret Stone, our chairman for 10 years, stood down at the AGM and Tricia
Newton, a former committee member, volunteered to take over the reins.
Margaret was presented with a watercolour of Geranium macrorrhizum
‘Bevan’s Variety’ as a token of the group’s appreciation of her hard work in
running the group and organizing many of our geranium days. Hardy geraniums
seem to be less fashionable now than they used to be but as Margaret said,
this group is still the main source of information on Hardy Geraniums in the UK
and is uniquely able to educate and inform the general public, and probably
able to answer questions better than any other similar group. Margaret‘s swan
song to the group was a talk on Garden Worthy Geraniums, giving us lots of
ideas and recommendations about which varieties are likely to do well, based
on her many years’ experience of growing them in Worcestershire.
The garden visits were to member Barry Street’s garden and allotment,
followed by a visit to the Plant Specialist Nursery in Great Missenden. Barry
has a typical-sized suburban garden which is packed with plants including
many interesting geraniums though his peonies and hostas also caught my
eye. He also grows more perennials on his nearby allotment. The Plant
Specialist Nursery was also excellent with a garden area at the top of the
nursery (all plants being well labelled) and a large well-stocked nursery area,
providing more buying opportunities.
As member Barbara Rich said in her article for our own newsletter: “An
excellent day, in the true tradition of HPS, returning home fired with ideas and
enthusiasm and knowing a lot more than when you set out in the morning.”

Tricia Fraser
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PEONY GROUP REPORT
The Wildside Centre at RHS Wisley was the venue for the Peony Day in
early June. The room was edged with members’ plant sales tables and
nurseries to distract people’s attention from the AGM. Nonetheless, a plea
for new people to come onto the committee had met with a favourable
response and Judy Templar, the Chair, was able to breathe a sigh of
relief. Our main speaker for the day, Caroline Stone, had offered to take
on being Secretary and hard-working Kath Carey, who had been
performing the dual roles of Treasurer and Secretary, was able to hand
over some of her responsibilities. Following the AGM the talks were open
to the public and despite the lovely weather a large number of people
chose to come in and listen. Caroline Stone spoke of her burgeoning
passion for peonies triggered by several nights of dreams filled with the
flowers a few years ago. She decided to plant two large beds concentrating
on pre-First World War herbaceous varieties, having seen how glorious
they were in the National Collection held by Margaret Baber. The two large
beds soon became four and further expansion is planned. Judy Templar
gave an update on the DNA study sponsored by the Peony Group and
John Hudson spoke about the wide diversity of peonies, aiming at
enthusing the general public to grow peonies. Judy and Kath gave a
demonstration of propagation which had the audience paying close
attention. Over the lunch break people had been able to go down to the trial
beds and have tours of the peony trials led by members of the trials panel.
It was a beautiful day for looking at peonies and the trials beds certainly
had the diversity spoken of by John. Some blooms particularly stood out
and were admired, and not just by humans - ‘Nymphe’ was attracting bees
who had huge pollen sacs on their legs!
ESSEX HPS LECTURE DAY 9 JUNE 2018
at BRAINTREE ARTS CENTRE
This was a successful day with HPS members from Kent, Surrey, London,
Isle of White, Cambridge, Lincoln, Yorkshire and maybe a few more that I
missed. The Arts Centre, at Braintree, Essex, was an excellent venue and
with plants for sale, a wonderful raffle and delicious cakes donated by
members, I think everyone was happy!
Ferns by Bob Brown
Bob Brown runs Cotswold Garden Flowers, his nursery near Evesham, in
Worcestershire. Bob came to ferns fairly late; he has a long thin garden
which suffers from, or is blessed with, shade. Ferns do really well in this
situation and he discovered how amazing they are at providing interest in
the garden all year.
His first slide was a custard cream biscuit! Look closely at a custard cream
and you will see fern croziers, a 19th century design that has not changed.
He described ferns in the UK as either male ferns, lady ferns (nothing to do
with reproduction) or soft shield ferns. The most common male fern,
Dryopteris, has a frond that is broad at the bottom and evergreen.
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Athyrium felix-femina, the lady fern, is narrow at the base of the frond – a
native of Britain, it is herbaceous, not evergreen. There are numerous nonnative ferns with variegated fronds such as Athyrium nipponicum ‘Ursula’s
Red’ and ‘Silver Falls’ from Japan. Bob suggested contrast to improve
displays – sculptures or bold foliage such as Hosta or Bergenia.
Bob ended with - “With fronds like these, who needs anemones?”
Fancy Foliage by Julian Sutton
Julian and his wife Sarah used to run Desirable Plants in Devon but now
are only selling from lists of ‘spares from our garden’ about twice a year.
Julian’s talk was about the difference between a garden plant that works
and one that doesn’t. He again touched on ferns and their usefulness and
went on to coloured leaves and variegation (more than white edges). His
slides showed Epimedium chloandrum with red splashes from Asia, others
are from Japan and China. Epimediums are widely hybridized with very
spotty leaves, some have edges in purple. Pulmonarias vary, some are
almost plain, Cyclamen have lots of variegation as do Trilliums. Persicaria
affinis ‘Superba’ is a favourite plant. Bergenia sinensis ‘Red Undies’ red on
the underside, Bergenia ‘Bressingham Ruby’ has purple leaves but needs
cold for the best colour. With many more suggestions I am sure we will be
more aware of the part leaves can contribute to our gardens.
Plant Hunting in the Far East by Bleddyn Wyn-Jones
Bleddyn began by showing a map of the area he went to in Northern
Vietnam, first acquiring permission to collect and a licence to bring plants
back and then having to build a quarantine area for the 12 months after the
plants arrival in the UK. The area of Vietnam was Sapa and the highest
mountain is Fransipan.
Bleddyn’s slides showed Polygonatum
vietnamicum which is a climber, Primula chapaensis with white flowers, and
Buddleja paniculata which was strongly scented. An orchid Ophiopogon
regnieri not resembling those in cultivation, it has small white flowers.
Rhododendron klossii found at 2000m altitude, with large pink flowers. The
Aspidistra species were interesting with strange flowers at the bottom of the
plant. The list went on and on, too many to include here. This was an
extremely interesting talk.
Linda Crowther, Chairman, thanked the speakers, all the HPS members
who had travelled so far to be here and the Essex members who attended
and contributed in helping to run the day so smoothly.

Liz Dunkin
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SHREWSBURY FLOWER SHOW
It may not be Chelsea, but Shrewsbury Flower Show is still one of the
country’s oldest floral events. Shropshire Group were determined to
showcase, once again, the Hardy Plant Society in the Best Society Display
category building on our third place in 2017.
Our aim was to demonstrate how the Society could be proactive in
promoting the much lauded benefits of gardening to physical, mental and
social health, with a spinoff of increased membership.
A new theme was needed, after much discussion, Right Plant, Right Place
was chosen - not an original concept but one based on our previously most
asked questions. This wide brief was reduced to Full Sun, Shade and
Damp - on show days permutations could be discussed with visitors.
How to arrange the display in a 5m x 1.2m space for maximum impact to
attract visitors whilst allowing easy access was perhaps the most taxing
problem.
Sourcing quality plants was a top priority and we had excellent
contributions from our members from which to choose.
We promoted the Seed Distribution Scheme by offering packets of
remaindered seeds for people to 'Have a Go, You Never Know!’ - very
popular!
The judges were especially impressed by the flow of the display as well as
the content and our hard work was rewarded with second place. We were
apparently, just a whisker away from the top slot, snatched away by the
National Rose Society.
So, what now? l'm told – ‘The only way is up!' Oh dear, more headscratching! Many thanks to the whole team for invaluable help in so many
areas.

Julie Kay

12

SHADE & WOODLANDS PLANT GROUP
Fifth Meeting and AGM on
Sunday 30 June 2019 at
Cefn Primary School, Greenfield Avenue, Glyncoch,
Pontypridd, Rhondda, Cynon Taff, CF37 3BD
Our fifth AGM and meeting will be in Pontypridd, Glamorgan. After the
AGM there will be an Introduction to Brian and Sue Dockerill’s Garden by
the owners. Colin Ward will have plants for sale, and there will also be a
Members’ plant stall.
You will then be split into two groups. One group will visit the garden for
approximately an hour, while the other group enjoys their packed lunch.
Then the second group will visit the garden.
After lunch we shall have a Plant Auction, followed by a talk by Colin Ward
of Swinesmeadow Farm Nursery on Woodland Treasurers Swinesmeadow
style. The nursery specialises in rare plants and shrubs with a particular
interest for woodland plants.
The price for the day will be £12.00 for members of the Shade and
Woodland Plants Group and £20.00 for non-members of the group.
To book for the event, please email our Secretary, Diana Garner on
montana@cholesbury.net or mail to Montana, Shire Lane, Cholesbury,
Herts HP23 6NA giving your name, address, telephone number, email
address, and HPS membership number. If you wish to pay by electronic
transfer the details are as follows:
Branch sort code: 40 32 02
Account number: 21574647
Account name: Shade and Woodland Plants Group
Reference: Your HPS membership number and last name
or cheques should be made payable to HPS Shade and Woodland Plants
Group.
The AGM will start at 10.15, and coffee and registration is from 9.30. We
do hope you can join us

HARDY GERANIUM DAY 2019
Next year will be our 45th anniversary and to celebrate we are holding our
annual Study Day on Saturday 8 June at East Lambrook Manor.
Margery Fish was well known for her love of hardy geraniums and it
seemed fitting to visit her garden on our special day.
In the morning we will be meeting in The David Hall in South Petherton for
our AGM and we are delighted that Andrew and Dodo Norton have kindly
agreed to join us and Andrew will talk to us about their time at East
Lambrook Manor.
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After this Mike Werkmeister will welcome us to the garden at East
Lambrook and give a short, introductory talk on how the garden has
evolved, before we meander round the garden and nursery at our leisure.
Many of you may have already visited East Lambrook Manor but I do hope
you will consider joining us on this celebratory day!
Booking details will be included in the Spring newsletter.

Tricia Newton
Chairman, Hardy Geranium Group
THE GALANTHUS GROUP
Our 8th AGM & Study Day will take place in Somerset on Sunday 10th
February 2019. Following the AGM we will hear talks by Alan Street and
Michael Dreisvogt before spending the afternoon at East Lambrook Manor
Garden and Avon Bulbs.
This will be a members only ticketed event and numbers are
restricted. Galanthus Group members are advised to book promptly to
avoid disappointment!

A TALK BY DR TWIGS WAY
Virgins, Weeders and Queens
Saturday 8 December at 2pm at Hethersett Village Hall (NR9 3JJ)
Twigs’ career in historic landscapes consists of lecturing, research, writing,
publishing, crafting landscape management plans, visiting historic sites and
indulging her enduring fascination with the history of female gardeners and
artists and also exploring the quirkier aspects of garden history. She
relaxes by weeding her own garden, sometimes with a mattock! In 2016
she was featured in Gardens Illustrated.
Norfolk & Suffolk Group members free, non-members £3

EARLY SPRING FAIR AT EAST LAMBROOK MANOR GARDENS
For the seventh year Somerset Group will be holding its Early Spring Plant
Fair on Saturday 23 March from 10.00 am to 4 pm.
Last year we had four extra pitches and we shall have the same number
again this year: 20 excellent nurseries will be spread around the Margery
Fish gardens. Last year also saw a new record for the number of visitors
(over 900) and such is the reputation of the event that there was a long
queue of people waiting for the 10.00 opening. Can we set another record
for 2019?
RHS or HPS members get a discounted entry price of £3.50 (do
remember to bring your membership card to claim the discount).
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There are refreshments in The Malthouse (soup, coffee and cakes), but for
a cooked meal try the Rose & Crown right opposite the gardens. It will be
busy so booking is essential (Tel: 01460 240433)
East Lambrook Gardens are in South Petherton, not far from the A303
(main arterial route to Devon & Cornwall). The post code for route finding is
TA13 5HH.

Roy Stickland

HARDY PLANT SOCIETY WORCESTERSHIRE GROUP
presents

HPS AMBASSADORS’ DAY GARDENING IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Saturday, 13 April 2019
at

Pershore College, Avonbank, Pershore, Worcestershire, WR10
3JP

MATTHEW WILSON – How to Garden in a Changing
Climate
VAL BOURNE – The Living Jigsaw
plus plant sales
£10 members HPS Worcs Group, £15 non members
including light refreshments
Pre-booked lunches £11 or bring your own
Tickets available from: Lyn Maile, Hatfield Mount, Norton nr Worcester, WR5
2PZ.
(Please enclose SAE, cheques payable to HPS Worcestershire Group)
Tel: 01905 820267 Email: sec@worcs-hardy-plant.org.u
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Hardy Plant Society: West Yorkshire Group invites you to

THE MAGIC OF PLANTS CONFERENCE
Saturday 4 May 2019, 10am to 4pm
Britannia Leeds Bradford Airport Hotel, Leeds Road, Bramhope, Leeds LS16 9JJ

JIMI BLAKE – Hunting Brook through the Seasons
“I doubt if you’d find such an imaginative and dynamic garden
elsewhere” Helen Dillon
JOHN GRIMSHAW – Paying Rent: plants that earn their keep
John discusses plants that really justify their place in the garden and
how to select them
ROSY HARDY– The Plants are the Stars of the Show
Recognised as the most successful female exhibitor at Chelsea with 22
Gold Medals to her credit
JOHN MASSEY - The Magic of the Changing Seasons: Spring into
Summer

“The most loved and looked after garden I’ve ever had the pleasure of
visiting” Carol Klein
Nurseries: Green End Farm, Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants, Morton Plants,
Ridgefield Cottage
Optional buffet lunch at £6, refreshments all day, a bar, & special rates for
overnight stays before and after the Conference should you wish to explore
the area – RHS Harlow Carr- where there is a Plant Heritage Sale on Sun 5
May, Harewood House and York Gate are all within a 10 mile radius.

Cost: £25 per ticket, plus an optional lunch at £6 available at the
time of booking
How to book:

1) Online at Ticketsource: https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/westyorkshire-hardy-plant-society OR
2) Download a booking form from either www.hardyplant.org.uk/meet-us-at/events or www.wyhps.co.uk
Don’t have IT? Ask a friend to print out the form for you and you can post it to
us
Tickets must be booked in advance as they will not be available on the door
Hotel Bookings:
If you would like a room please book directly with the hotel (tel 0113 202
7400) quoting the code THEM040519. Discounted room rates: Single incl.
Breakfast £50; Double incl. Breakfast £65
16

2019 RANUNCULACEAE GROUP AGM, LECTURE AND NURSERY
VISIT
SUNDAY 17 MARCH 2019
The next meeting of the Ranunculaceae Group is going up country to the
North West of England, to the village of Silverdale, near Carnforth,
Lancashire on Sunday 17 March 2019.
Following the AGM we have our annual lecture presented by Diane
Clement speaking on Hepaticas – a growing obsession. Diane is the
Alpine Garden Society’s Director of the Seed Exchange and is also an
exhibitor and judge for the AGS. Hepaticas are one of her plant interests,
along with other bulbous and woodland plants, which she grows in her
shady garden in Wolverhampton.
Her talk will look at the genus and where they come from. She will explain
how to grow Hepatica from seed, including how to pot on and give advice
on all-round care of the plants. She will bring seed and plants for sale.
In the afternoon we will visit Glenn Shapiro’s nursery at her home in
Silverdale, which holds her National Collection of Hepaticas.
It was her late friend Betty Kershaw, who encouraged Glenn to join Plant
Heritage way back in 2006. Then in 2009, she heard that Michael Myers
had given up his National Collection and as Glenn had just retired from
sheep farming, felt another serious interest was required. She had
collected most of the genus that was readily available, but to be able to
gain the more unusual species she decided to become a National
Collection Holder. It was in 2010 that she was awarded the National
Collection Status for Hepatica species and cultivars (excluding H. noblis var
japonica cultivars).
Glenn will be selling her Hepaticas at this event.
We hope this has whetted your appetite to attend our next meeting, and we
look forward to seeing you in March, for a really interesting and informative
day, with a plant or two added in!
Cost for the day:
Ranunculaceae Group Members
£9.00 per person
Non Ranunculaceae Group Members
£18.00 per person
If you are travelling up from the South and would like to make it a really
interesting weekend, on the Saturday 16 March 2019 the Alpine Garden
Society Show is on in Kendal.
For a booking form please email susanahough@gmail.com or go to the
HPS Specialist Group web page under Ranunculaceae Group where you
can either pay electronically or print off a paper copy.

17

Introducing our new booklet!
HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS
Autumn is a time when the choice of flowering perennials for the British
gardener is much reduced compared to Spring and Summer. However,
there is a relatively under-used and little-known group of flowering
perennials available that can fill this gap admirably.
A solution is provided by Judy
Barker, Plant Heritage holder of a
Dispersed Collection of hardy
garden chrysanthemums. Judy
has written our latest HPS booklet,
Hardy Garden Chrysanthemums
raising the profile of this underappreciated perennial. Her hope
is that more gardeners will grow
and recognise the huge variety of
these easy-to-grow herbaceous
perennials, and that every garden,
whatever size, has room for at
least one.
Returning reliably year-after-year
and relatively pest and diseasefree, hardy garden
chrysanthemums flower from July
to December depending on the
cultivar you grow. Years of
crossing different cultivars with
Chrysanthemum zawadskii has
led to a race of very hardy, frost tolerant forms with a variety of forms.
The booklet covers a brief overview of botany, history, propagation,
cultivation and garden-use whilst focusing primarily on the 100+ potential
cultivars that you the gardener can grow. Chosen for their gardenworthiness and general availability for sale, some have received the RHS
Award of Garden Merit whilst others are registered with the National
Chrysanthemum Society.
Order your copy now, available for sale online using card payment at
www-hardy-plant.org.uk or via the booking form at the end of this
newsletter.
With Christmas upon us, why not purchase a copy for your favourite
gardening friend or relative? HPS members can purchase the booklet at a
reduced cost of £5.50 each. Saving £2 on the non-member price of
£7.50. Groups and wholesalers selling booklets to the public may
purchase multiple copies at a 30% discount of £5.25 each, minimum order
5 booklets.
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CAN YOU HELP?
TWO RESEARCH PROJECTS NEEDING HELP FROM
MEMBERS
1. DR. NOEL KINGSBURY – LONG TERM PLANT
PERFORMANCE
I am appealing for HPS members to participate in some research into longterm plant performance, and not surprisingly after this last summer, with a
focus on drought-tolerance.
Participants would fill in a survey form asking for their experiences with a
range of perennials.
Potential participants should contact Noel Kingsbury
on: noelk57@gmail.com
I carried out a similar survey in 2007, in which some 40 HPS members
participated: results being published in The Hardy Plant and The
Plantsman. Disseminating the results in a one day workshop has seen me
travel to a dozen countries and teach near on a thousand people including
many landscape architects. This survey is intended to contribute evidence
for a book.

Dr Noel Kingsbury
www.noelkingsbury.com http://noels-garden.blogspot.com
2.

TOMOS JONES - ORNAMENTAL PLANTS: FUTURE
INVADERS?

Help identify the invasive plants of the future
I am a PhD student at the University of Reading. My PhD research aims to
identify which ornamental plants have the potential to be invasive in a
changing climate. This is in collaboration with the RHS. Ornamental plants
can be important for wildlife and increase biodiversity by providing
ecosystem services such as resources for pollinators. This is true both
within gardens and where many of the plants have escaped the garden and
naturalised. However, a small number have a detrimental ecological impact
and are termed invasive.
Gardeners can be the first to observe plants showing signs of being
invasive.
You can help by answering a simple question: ‘Which ornamental plants
are taking over your garden?’ The plants resulting from this will be
investigated further with species distribution modelling to predict future
climate suitability.
Survey link: https://bit.ly/2oU2rXJ
The survey is open to all gardeners in Britain and Ireland and will be open
until December 7th.

Tomos Jones
Contact:Twitter: @TomosJones92 Email: mk818656@reading.ac.uk
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2018 – THE RESULTS
Competition entries were significantly down this year, following a bumper
crop of pictures in 2017, so should we blame the drought this time? I really
don’t know why entry levels vary so much – perhaps we should conclude
that it’s predictably unpredictable! There are some very worthy winners this
year though, as I hope you will agree when you see them on the website
and in next spring’s edition of the Journal.
Here are this year’s winners:
Category One: Individual hardy perennial – whole plant or close up
1st:
Trevor Walton – Selinum wallichianum
2nd:
Robert Hinchcliffe – Helenium 'Waltraut' bud
3rd:
Gordon James – Catananche caerulea ‘Alba’
Category Two: Plant grouping, border, garden view or HPS event
1st :
Alan Wilson – Reflections: Lysichiton camtschatcensis at The
Savill Garden, Windsor Great Park
2nd:
Louise Sims – Winter scene
3rd:
Nadine Mitschunas - Eryngium giganteum 'Silver Ghost', Dianthus
carthusianorum and Stipa calamagrostis
Category Three: Junior
1st:
Luna Sanchez Ortega, age 11 – Sap dripping from a damson tree
2nd:
Anna Haynes-Evans, age 10 - Peony
3rd:
Mya Jassim, age 5 – Mummy’s garden
To ensure fairness, entries are anonymised before the judging – all
photographers’ names and picture descriptions are removed by me. As
ever, my thanks go to the judges, Ruth Baumberg and Barry Sheridan.
Need pictures?
Don’t forget, if you want any images to add to newsletters or to illustrate
talks, I’ll be happy to help.
Choose any pictures you want from the image library on the website and let
me have their names and numbers. I will then send you the full-size
version, without the watermark.
I usually send large selections via Wetransfer. It’s free and very simple –
you’ll get an email from them with a download button in it. When you click
it, the pictures will be transferred onto your computer, avoiding all the
problems of large files in emails.
I can’t believe my five year stint as Photo Librarian comes to an end in
March – the time has flown by in what has been a stimulating and
interesting role. The search for a new librarian will begin in earnest in the
spring, but if you are interested, please email me at photos@hardyplant.org.uk
You’ll need a bit of IT knowledge – enough to run some simple scripts – but
enthusiasm for plants and photography is the main requirement!

Brian Hackett, Photo Librarian
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CONSERVATION SCHEME ANNUAL MEETING AND PLANT
EXCHANGE
Local Group Conservation Coordinators gathered for their annual meeting
at Bubbenhall
near Coventry
on 29th
September,
bringing with
them about 250
plants for the
Exchange. This
was a
wonderful effort
from growers
all round the
country who
managed to
raise so many
plants in spite
of the long hot,
dry summer.
There was lively discussion about the plants in the Scheme, which not only
adds to the existing information about the best growing conditions, but also
identifies those which for various reasons may not be appropriate for our
conservation efforts.
Consideration was given to plants that we have grown in the past and
thought to be 'safe' that have again become hard to find and may need to
be re-listed. Then the Hampshire Coordinators presented their four new
introductions with another from Essex Group.
The Scheme is still looking for a National Coordinator and quite a few
Local Groups are not represented. Information about the Scheme and the
plants we grow can be found by following the About Plants / Conservation
link from the home screen on the HPS website. If you enjoy growing and
propagating plants and would like to be involved then please get in touch
(conservation@hardy-plant.org.uk)

Jan Vaughan, Conservation Scheme Coordinator
CORNUCOPIA
More and more members are subscribing to Cornucopia, the twice-yearly
magazine which features the best articles from the HPS local and specialist
group Newsletters. The latest issue includes such diverse subjects as
growing Meconopsis, how to avoid frost pockets and the story of Margery
Fish, doyenne of cottage gardening. It’s not too late to subscribe to this
year’s issues, if you act promptly!
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Send a cheque for £3 (to include UK postage), payable to The Hardy Plant
Society, to HPS Administrator, 15 Basepoint Centre, Crab Apple Way,
Evesham, WR11 1GP. Alternatively, you can subscribe to Cornucopia
online when you renew your membership.

Marion Jay, Cornucopia Editor
PAYING FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS, CORNUCOPIA, BOOKLETS
AND SEEDS
1. Standing Order This is the preferred payment method for subscriptions
and Cornucopia. There is no cost to the Society or you. If you have
internet banking you can set up a standing order online. The payment
reference should be your surname & initial(s). This is particularly important
if your surname is Smith, Jones, Williams or one of the other more common
surnames! It must always be followed by your six digit membership
number. Your membership number appears on the address/carrier sheet
that accompanies the HPS Newsletter or can be obtained from HPS
Administrator.
Please use Bank Sort Code: 40-11-60, a/c no: 30212407.
If you do not have internet banking then please ask the Administrator for a
copy of the Standing Oder form. The Administrator will send it to your home
address. You then complete it and send it to your bank.

2. Electronic Bank Transfer If you have internet banking but do not wish to
set up a standing order you can of course make a payment online every
year.
3. Paypal Thank you to all those who have started using this method of
payment for annual subscription and seed orders. Payment for booklets is
also now possible. The Society is charged for each of these transactions.
Therefore, if you intend to pay for several services/goods at the same time,
please combine them within one transaction to reduce on the sets of
fees.
4. Debit or Credit Card For the Society these are the most expensive ways
of paying for any product or service. Currently Debit card payments cost
the Society around 2.7% per transaction and Credit cards attract a fee in
excess of 7%. Please try and avoid using a direct Credit or Debit card
payment via the Administrator: you can always pay by card using Paypal
even if you don’t have a Paypal account.
5. Cheque This method of payment is still available.
Note Members have enquired about Direct Debit: unfortunately, the
Society does not currently have the necessary bank permissions to use this
as a payment method.

Stuart Senior - Hon. Treasurer
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REMEMBERING A GLORIOUS SUMMER
Which gardens inspired you in 2018?

Images of
GREAT DIXTER, KENT
Late May
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THE COURTS,
WILTSHIRE
Early May

ACER PALMATUM
'SANGO-KAKU' (P) known
as the Coral bark maple
and

ACER PALMATUM
'SHOJO-NOMURA' (A)
Late September
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UK Subscription Renewal 2019
Members are reminded that subscriptions fall due on
1st January each year.
National membership is necessary for continued membership of a local or
specialist group.
The subscription rates for 2019 are detailed below:
I/we wish to renew my/our membership for 2019 (Mem No: if known ............. ....
First Name/s.............................. Surname/s..................................................................

Postcode ................................

Tel ....................................................

Email . .................... .................:................................ . .................
I wish to renew my membership as follows:

(please tick)

Single

£17.00

Joint (2 members at one address)

£19.00

…………………
.
……………….
Cornucopia 2 Vols for 2019
£3.00 …
…………………
Please disregard the subscription renewal option if this is paid ..by standing
order.
………………..
If you wish to set up a standing order the form can be found on page 29 and on
our website.

EITHER: pay by Bank Transfer: Please use your membership number as the
reference and send to HSBC Bank, Account Name: The Hardy Plant Society, Sort
Code: 40 11 60, Account No: 30212407
OR: enclose a cheque payable to THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY
Gift Aid: Please complete if you are a UK tax payer. It is not necessary to complete
the Gift Aid declaration annually. Please see our website for a form or contact the
Administrator if you wish to check or change your Gift Aid status.
www.hardy-plant.org.uk tel: 01386 710317
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FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE
Bed and Breakfast List
Gardens Open List
Register of Lecturers
These 3 lists are available from the Administrator. Either email your request
to admin@hardy-plant.org.uk or please send a C4 (324 x 229 mm) selfaddressed envelope with the required number of loose 2nd class stamps:
 1 for Bed and Breakfast – also on website in members’ area
 2 for Gardens Open
 4 for Register of Lecturers – also on website in members’ area
Please DO NOT STICK ANY STAMPS on the envelope.
HPS Booklets – please use the order form in the newsletter.
Subscriptions
Subscriptions are always due on 1st January; the annual subscription rates
are £17.00 for single membership or £19.00 for two members at one
address (joint membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas
members outside Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by
airmail. Subscriptions should be sent to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint
Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP. Debit card
payments can be taken over the phone. To save on admin costs you are
encouraged to pay your future subscriptions by Standing Order through
your bank or building society. You can request a form from the
Administrator, by email or post, or download it from the website (Join the
HPS on the Home Page).
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours
(Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), or messages can be left on the
answering machine: 01386 710317.

Sally Broome, Administrator

27

STANDING ORDER MANDATE
To ........................................................................Bank/Building Society
Sort code .................................
Full postal address of bank/building society:........................................................
..............................................................................................................................
..........................................................................Post Code..................................
Please pay HSBC, 60 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TR
Sort code 40 11 60 – for the credit of –
The Hardy Plant society Account number 30212407
Quoting REFERENCE number**

** Your unique reference number is the first five characters of your
surname and the last five digits of your membership number

The
of

sum

£

(amount in words)

Commencing 1st January 2018 and thereafter ANNUALLY on January 1st
until you receive further notice in writing from me/us

Account holder name/s

Account number
Name.............................................. Signature/s.........................................
Address..............................................................
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
.......................................................................... Date..................................
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR BANK
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HPS BOOKLET ORDER FORM
November 2018
The following booklets are available; post free, to members by Mail Order.
Quantity

Title
Chrysanthemums
Epimediums
Euphorbias
Ferns
Geraniums
Hostas
Penstemons
Peonies
Total of order

Cost
£5.50
£3.00
£3.00
£5.50
£5.50
£3.00
£3.00
£5.50

Total

Name ……………………………………………………………………….....
Address ……………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………… Postcode ……………………….

I enclose a cheque payable to The Hardy Plant Society
Or Please debit my debit card by the sum of £…....................
Or order online at www.hardy-plant.org.uk
Card Number
Expiry Date

Security Code

Name as printed on card ...…………………………………………….
Signature …………………………………............Date……………….

Send order to The Administrator, 15 Basepoint Business
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP
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Conservation Plants
awaiting new homes

July Day Trip: West
Yorkshire Group awaiting
the coach in a sudden
shower
30

