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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
After the start of the new school term and couple of weeks of unseasonably 
warm and sunny weather the rain has come and the nights are rapidly 
drawing in. Windfall apples are a bonus for the garden wildlife and I have a 
selection of bulbs ready for planting which I'm promising myself will be in 
the ground before Christmas! 
Autumn in the garden is both busy and beautiful, but there is also plenty 
happening in the Hardy Plant Society. Congratulations to the West 
Yorkshire Group on 'Gold' for a lovely display at the Harrogate Autumn 
Show, and thank you to all Groups and individual members who show the 
public what the HPS is all about, raising awareness of the Society at 
displays and plant sales. 
It has not all been good news though; Keith and Lois Scott jointly took on 
the role of Groups Coordinators last year and so I was very sorry to hear 
that Lois Scott was seriously ill. Sadly her condition was not treatable and 
Lois passed away at the end of August. I am pleased that Keith has 
decided to continue supporting the Groups. 
Judi Deakin resigned from her post as Hon Secretary, and I and the 
Society are already missing her calm and efficient way of dealing with 
everything. Unfortunately there was no time to find anyone to take over 
from her and the vacancy is advertised in this newsletter. It is vital that we 
fill this post as soon as possible and I would encourage everyone to 
consider whether they, or anyone they know, might be interested. 
Another post that has fallen vacant is that of Marketing and Publicity. I am 
very grateful to Ana Reynolds for the work she has done, but there is still 
much to do. This is a challenging post with a wide brief covering all aspects 
of HPS activity. So as a slightly different way of approaching this we are 
looking for a Publicity Coordinator who can link into what Postholders are 
already doing and bring in other volunteers as required. 
The calendar of Events for next year is already filling up and the Annual 
Lecture Day and AGM will be held in March for the last time before moving 
to September 2021. Booking for next year’s Annual Lecture Day hosted by 
the Dorset Group is now open and a booking form is included in this 
newsletter. Online booking via the website is quick and easy and reduces 
the pressure on the Office. 
Our new Seed Distribution Team is ready and hoping that you have been 
collecting plenty of seed for them, cleaned and properly labelled. If you 
haven't done so this year then please think about doing so in future as this, 
alongside the Conservation Scheme, is an important way of ensuring that 
good perennials remain in cultivation. Sharing in both of these activities 
supports the aims of the HPS and brings members and groups together. 
There is lots of information about both on the website. 
Local and Special Interest groups provide a programme of interesting 
meetings and other activities, but are all part of the national Hardy Plant 
Society and national membership brings a range of benefits to individuals 
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and groups whilst helping to fulfil our charitable objectives and maintaining 
the Office and website at the centre of the organisation. 
I've been very much looking forward to the autumn issue of The Hardy 
Plant under new editorship, and I know that Souren and all the editors of 
local group newsletters are always looking for interesting pieces, so would 
encourage everyone to share your thoughts on any aspect of hardy plants 
or gardening by sending something for publication. 

   Jan Vaughan 
 

NOTICE OF THE 63rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
We hereby give notice that the 63rd Annual General Meeting of the Hardy 

Plant Society will be held at 1.30pm on Saturday 28 March 2020 at  
Allendale Community Centre, Hanham Road, Wimbourne, Dorset, 

BH21 1AS 
Nominations are invited for Trustees and for all the Officers of the Society. 
The normal term of office for Trustees is four years; the Officers of the 
Society (the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Honorary Treasurer and Honorary 
Secretary) are elected annually and become ex officio Trustees.  
Nominations may be made by email, or alternatively by traditional 
nomination forms which can be obtained from the Administrator. The 
proposer must ensure that their nomination includes the names of the 
nominee, the proposer, and the seconder; the proposal must also include a 
statement which confirms the willingness of the nominee to stand. A brief 
statement of relevant experience of the nominee should also be included. 
This may include such things as committee/organisation & business 
experience as well as garden & horticultural experience.  
Nominations must be received by the Administrator, Clare Powell, no 
later than 31st December 2019. Email: clare@hardy-plant.org.uk 
The Agenda for the AGM, including nominations will be published in the 
February edition of the Society’s Newsletter. In the event of any position 
being contested, ballot papers will accompany the February Newsletter; the 
ballot will be entirely by post with all votes to reach the Administrator by 
close of business on Friday 13 March 2020.   

Jan Vaughan 
 

VACANCIES 
Hon. Secretary of the Society 
This is a key role within the Society, providing the link between all the 
various activities of the Society and providing support to Trustees and 
Postholders. The Hon. Secretary is one of the four Officers of the Society, 
jointly responsible for the day-to-day business of the HPS in accordance 
with policies and procedures agreed by the Trustees. 
The Hon. Secretary has the following responsibilities: 

• Taking the lead in overseeing the management of the HPS Office, 
reporting on Office issues to the other Officers and Trustees.  
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• Arranging (in consultation with the Chair and supported by the 
Administrator) and providing secretarial services to the Trustee Meetings 
and the less formal annual Postholders meeting. 

• Organisation of the AGM, including providing appropriate notices to the 
Newsletter Editor, requesting and receiving nominations for Officers and 
Trustees and taking minutes. After the AGM updating the Charities 
Commission website. (NB Organisation of the Annual Lecture Day is the 
responsibility of the Local Group hosting the AGM). 

• Attendance at Officers' Meetings and the annual Group Secretaries' 
Meeting 

 
This is an interesting role with scope for playing a part in the development 
of the Society. Knowledge of horticulture is not essential but some 
experience of committees and organisations would be useful. 
 

Publicity Coordinator 
This is a suggestion for a new Postholder role and the person who takes it 
on will have the chance to develop it further. 

 Publicity for the Society is involved in all HPS activities, at National 
level and in the Local and Special Interest Groups and the 
Postholder would be expected to look at and record what is 
already happening and then identify areas in which closer 
cooperation or provision of resources would be helpful. There 
would be opportunities to bring other volunteers in to assist with 
particular tasks. 

 A review of the publicity material the Society already uses would 
lead to a more comprehensive and recognisable style, although 
major rebranding is not required. 

 There is a budget available for Publicity work and the Postholder 
would be responsible for setting objectives and preparing a budget 
for approval by the Trustees. 

 
 
If you think you might be interested in either of these roles, please get in 
touch with me to find out more. 

Jan Vaughan 
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The following is a correction from the Hon Treasurer re HPS Accounts 
published in edition 175 July 2019 

 
HPS ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 

 
Statement of Financial Activities 

      2018  2017 

  Unrestricted 
Funds 

 Designated 
Funds 

 Total 
Funds 

 Total 
Funds 

  £  £  £  £ 

INCOME         

Income from generated 
funds: 

        

- Voluntary income  104,706  -  104,706  103,261 

- Activities for 

generating funds 

 6,136  -  6,136  6,506 

Income from charitable 
activities 

 10,384  -  10,384  16,570 

Investment income  4,451  3,391  7,842  6,344 

TOTAL  125,677  3,391  129,068  132,681 

EXPENDITURE         

Costs of generating 

voluntary income 

 46,683  -  46,683  46,951 

Charitable activities  54,252  -  54,252  56,864 

Governance costs  6,318  -  6,318  4,732 

Other resources 
expended 

 349  -  349  482 

Bursaries etc.  0  12,479  12,479  8,474 

TOTAL  107,602  12,479  120,081  117,503 

Net (Loss)/Gain on 
investment 

 (3,020)  (2,300)  (5,320)  5,793 

Net 

(Expenditure)/Income 
for the year 

 15,055  (11,388)  3,667  20,971 

NET MOVEMENT IN 
FUNDS 

 15,055  (11,388)  3,667  20,971 

RECONCILIATION OF 

FUNDS 

        

Funds B/F at 1 January 
2017 

 280,798  213,882  494,680  473,709 

TOTAL FUNDS C/F at 
31 December 2018 

 295,853  202,494  498,347  494,680 
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HPS ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018 

 

Balance Sheet 

          

     2018    2017 

          

Fixed assets    619    826 

          

Current assets         

 Bank balances  232,286    230,221   

 

Investments at 

cost  276,821    290,132   

 
Debtors & 
prepayments  9,659    12,692   

 
Stock 
(booklets)  3,830    1,903   

    522,595    534,948  

          

Creditors      

    (24,867)     (41,093)   

          

Net current assets  497,728    493,854 

            

Total assets less current liabilities 498,347    494,680 

          

Financed by:         

 General fund    295,853    280,798 

 Bursary fund and bequest  202,494    213,882 

            

     498,347    494,680 

 

The accounts were approved by the Trustees on 21 February 2019. 
Jan Vaughan - Chairman  Stuart Senior - Treasurer 
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HPS SHOWS AND EVENTS CALENDAR 2020 
This calendar is correct at the time of going to press and is kept up to date 
in the Members’ only area of the HPS website, to help Groups to minimise 
date clashes when organising events. To be included in the next list, please 
email showsandevents@hardy-plant.org.uk with your dates. 
Thank you 

Sue Lander and Julie Harvey 
2020 

28/03/2020 Annual Lecture Day and AGM, 
Allendale Centre, Wimbourne 

Dorset Group 

28/03/2020 Spring Plant Fair, East 
Lambrook Manor Gardens, 
Somerset TA13 5HH 

Somerset Group 

04/04/2020 Passionate about Plants, 
Brunel University 

Middlesex Group 

18/04/2020 Pulmonaria Day, Holehird 
Gardens, Windermere 

Pulmonaria Group 

18/04/2020 Lecture Day, Garboldisham 
Village Hall, Norfolk, with 
Fergus Garrett  

Norfolk and Suffolk 
Group 

18/04/2020 Public Plant Sale, The 
Community Hut, Ruislip HA4 
8BD 

Middlesex Group 

23-
26/04/2020 

Harrogate Spring Flower Show West Yorkshire Group 

25/04/2020 Plant Sale, West Monkton 
Village Hall, Taunton TA2 8NF 

Somerset Group 

02/05/2020 Lecture Day with Dan Hinkley   Lincolnshire Group 

07-
10/05/2020 

RHS Malvern Spring Festival HPS National Team 

08/05/2020 Public Plant Auction, Paxton 
Hall, Leeds 

West Yorkshire Group 

09/05/2020 Public Plant Sale, The 
Community Hut, Ruislip HA4 
8BD 

Middlesex Group 

16/05/2020 Special Lecture Day, Britannia 
Manchester Airport Hotel 

Shade and Woodland 
Plants Group 

30/05/2020 Hardy Geranium Group  
Annual Study Day, Wrenbury, 
nr Nantwich, Cheshire 

Hardy Geranium Group 

30/05/2020 Public Plant Sale, St Peter’s 
Church Hall, Earley, Reading, 
RG6 1EY 

Berkshire Group 

06/06/2020 Public Plant Sale, The 
Community Hut, Ruislip HA4 
8BD 

Middlesex Group 

mailto:showsandevents@hardy-plant.org.uk


 9 

07-
14/06/2020 

RHS Chatsworth Flower Show HPS National Team 

13/06/2020 Summer Lecture Day “The 
English Flower Garden”, 
Sheffield Botanic Garden  

South Pennine Group 

14/06/2020 Annual Lecture and AGM Variegated Plant Group 

18-
21/06/2020 

BBC Gardeners’ World Live Staffordshire Group  

20/06/2020 AGM and meeting Ranunculaceae Group 

05/07/2020 Summer Plant Fair, Lower 
Severalls, Somerset TA18 7NX 

Somerset Group 

18-
20/09/2020 

Harrogate Autumn Flower 
Show at Newby Hall, N Yorks 

 

10/10/2020 Lecture Day Lincolnshire Group 

10/11/2020 HPS Postholders, London HPS Postholders 

2021 

08/05/2021 The Magic of Plants Lecture 
Day Mercure Parkway Hotel, 
Leeds 

West Yorkshire Group 

16/10/2021 Annual Lecture Day Essex Group 

 
HPS ANNUAL LECTURE DAY AND AGM 

Saturday 28 March 2020 

 
 

Hosted by HPS Dorset Group 
at The Allendale Centre, Hanham Road, WIMBORNE, Dorset BH21 1AS 
Wimborne lies on the Rivers Stour and Allen some 10 miles north of Poole 
and Bournemouth. It was an old Saxon settlement and the foundation of 
the Wimborne Minster dates back to the beginning of the 8th century. The 
present Minster, with its twin mottled brown towers dominating the town, 
dates back to the 12th century and contains a chained library and the 
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famous Quarterjack, a 14th century astronomical clock. Wimborne is a 
regular winner in the regional and national ‘In Bloom’ awards 

The Allendale Centre is a purpose built venue in the centre of the town, 
with adjacent car parks and in-house catering at the Village Green café. 

Ticket Prices 

 Ticket and cooked lunch £25 

 Ticket only                       £18 

Both these include welcome refreshments, tea after lunch and mid-

afternoon. 

 Attendance for AGM only, 1.30pm-2.40pm free of charge, but ticket 

needed to reserve place. 

Booking: 

Use the form on page 31;  
OR online at http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society 
OR via the HPS website under Meet us at Events. 
 
NB Booking closes 14 March 2020 

Please indicate on the booking form if you have any special 

dietary requirements. 

 

PROGRAMME FOR THE DAY 
9.15am  Registration, Plant Sales, Raffle 

Complimentary homemade refreshments 

by Dorset Group 

10.45am  Welcome and introduction 

11.00am  Keith Wiley: Creating Habitats for Special Plants 

12.15pm  Question and answer session 

12.25pm Lunch and plant sales, tea and coffee 

1.30pm  Annual General Meeting 

2.40pm  Tea and coffee break, raffle and 

plant sales 

3.10pm  Mat Reese: Malverleys, Making 

and  Keeping a Flower Garden 

4.10pm  Question and answer 

session 

4.20pm   Closing remarks 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society
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Keith Wiley 
During 25 years as Head Gardener at The 

Garden House in Devon, Keith evolved a style 

of gardening based on modifying natural 

landscapes from around the globe. His own 

garden, Wildside, created over the last 14 

years, is described as “one of the most 

exciting and innovative gardens in Britain 

today and the best example of leading-edge 

horticulture in the country”. 

 

Mat Reese 

 

Having started as an apprentice at Ness 

Botanic Gardens, he trained at Wisley, Kew, 

and Great Dixter before becoming the Head 

Gardener at Malverleys, a 10 acre private 

estate near Newbury. He’s described as one 

of the top-echelon gardeners working in 

Britain. “Design is like good music or a good 

novel” he says. “It’s all about entertaining  

people, creating an atmosphere, keeping 

them engaged as they explore”. 

 

PLANT STALL HOLDERS 

 Avon Bulbs www.avonbulbs.co.uk  01460 242177 

Both potted spring bulbs and dormant summer bulbs. Pre-order from 
spring list to collect post free. 

 CB Plants www.cbplants.co.uk   

Hardy perennials, unusual herbs and native plants. Pre-order by email  
cbplantsinfo@gmail.com  

 Leesa’s Not Just Alpines. No website. 

A good selection of garden worthy alpines, early bulbs and cottage 
garden perennials. Pre-order by email 
leesasnotjustalpines@gmail.com  or      07900 815636 

 Niwaki www.niwaki.com   

      Japanese fine garden and woodworking tools, knives and outdoor gear. 

      Pre-order by telephone ONLY to avoid postage charges. 01747 445059 

 

 

 

http://www.avonbulbs.co.uk/
http://www.cbplants.co.uk/
mailto:cbplantsinfo@gmail.com
mailto:leesasnotjustalpines@gmail.com
http://www.niwaki.com/
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 Members’ Plant Stall 
Other Stalls:  

HPS booklets and sundries HPS Seeds Distribution 
HPS Conservation Group  HPS Shade & Woodland Group 
HPS Dorset Group Raffle 

Travel to Wimborne: 
By Car: 

 A31 from the East or West. 

 B3082 or B3078 from the North. 

By Train: 

 Poole Station, approx. 9 miles, More Buses routes 3 or 4 or   taxi 

 Bournemouth, approx. 10 miles Yellow Buses route 6 or taxi 
Car park adjacent to venue:  

 Allendale North car park BH21 1AU, long stay, 91 spaces.  Pay & 

Display: All day parking  (10 hours) £3.20 

Accommodation:  
Wimborne: 

 Hotels: The Kings Head or Minster Arms 

 B&B: Gordon House, Wimborne 

Nearby: 

 Hotels: Premier Inn: nearest Cabot Lane, Poole – 10miles 

 B&B: St Algars at Holt 4 miles from Wimborne 
Please phone Wimborne Tourist Information 01202 886116 or 

see Visit Dorset website for more local guesthouses and B&B  

https://www.visit-dorset.com/visitor-information/wimborne-
tourist-information-centre-p1408313 
Gardens and nurseries to visit: 

 Knoll Gardens, nr Wimborne. BH21 7ND www.knollgardens.co.uk    
RHS Partner Garden. Open Friday 10am-4pm Free for HPS members 
attending AGM. Closed Sunday.  

 Kingston Lacy House & Gardens, Wimborne BH21 4EA 
National Trust 

 Abbotsbury Subtropical Gardens nr Weymouth DT34LA  
RHS Partner Garden. www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk  

 Compton Acres, Poole. BH13 7ES Open daily 10-4  
RHS Partner Garden. www.comptonacres.co.uk 
These details were prepared in September 2019, and are subject change. 

Any major alterations will be advised via the website. 

For further information  

 Clare Powell HPS Administrator: 01386 710317 admin@hardy-
plant.org.uk  

 Elaine Lofthouse, HPS Dorset Group: 01258 451580 
dorsethps@gmail.com 

 

https://www.visit-dorset.com/visitor-information/wimborne-tourist-information-centre-p1408313
https://www.visit-dorset.com/visitor-information/wimborne-tourist-information-centre-p1408313
http://www.knollgardens.co.uk/
http://www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk/
http://www.comptonacres.co.uk/
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:dorsethps@gmail.com
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NORFOLK & SUFFOLK GROUP PR EVENTS 
We have been very active this year attending events and plant fairs 

promoting Norfolk & 
Suffolk Group HPS all 
with varying degrees of 
success.  Our new 
display board has been 
particularly eye-catching, 
drawing visitors to our 
stand and a good 
conversation breaker.  
Numerous HPS 
membership application 
forms, our own group 
membership application 
forms, a copy of our own 
2019 Programme and 
remainders from the 
Seed Distribution 

Scheme, were freely handed out.  We have also experienced extremes of 
weather.  In June we attended the East Ruston Old Vicarage Garden Plant 
Fair.  Now I know we are hardy planters but this was pushing it to the limit!  
The weather was atrocious – extremely wet and windy which necessitated 
four of us each hanging on to a leg of the gazebo to prevent it being blown 
away whilst one person served customers.  Despite being soaked and very 
cold we still kept up the banter and smiling. 

 

PEONY DAY 2019 AT BIRTSMORTON COURT 
What a super day we had at Birtsmorton Court. The AGM was very well 
attended and went smoothly; the committee duly re-elected. Following the 
AGM Susannah Applegate of Hurstbrook Plants and former production 
manager at Kelways Plants gave a talk about James Kelway and his 
beautiful peonies. At its height the Kelways Nurseries were an astonishing 
enterprise, breeding and growing many plants other than the peonies and 
irises for which they were famous. Other specialities were gladioli and 
pyrethrum and plants were sent out on the trains from Langport all over the 
country and abroad. They also ran a large seed operation. Susannah gave 
an amusing commentary on the varying styles (and quantity) of facial hair 
sported by the three generations of the Kelway family who ran the nursery. 
The first James Kelway had the sort of beard one could expect birds to be 
nesting in. Successive generations, his son William and his grandson 
James, had progressively less and increasingly styled facial hair! And we 
were told of how William Kelway was not well liked and used to carry an 
umbrella through which he had cut a spy hole so he could watch his 
employees. There were many stories told of the nursery, and then of 
course the beautiful peonies.  
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After lunch we went out to see the gardens. The weather was not kind to us 
but even so the gardens were superb and well worth the visit. “The gardens 
shone” was the comment I heard from one member. Several people were 
thrilled that Mrs Dawes allowed them to see something of the inside of the 
beautiful moated house. It is such a romantic place and to stand on the 
terrace over-looking the moat surrounded by a profusion of roses, peonies 
and clematis is pure delight. The garden has a good array of peonies in 
borders backed by old 
brick walls and in garden 
rooms for us to revel in. 
Indeed, there is much to 
be admired at Birtsmorton. 
A very enjoyable day and 
many peony plants were 
carried back to cars, 
bought either from the 
well-stocked members’ 
plant sales table or from 
Susannah Applegate. 
 

 
SALUTATION GARDEN – JANUARY 2019 

Who would have believed that on my first visit to a Hardy Plant Society 
meeting I would get a chance to be offered a barter week in such a 
wonderful garden. 5 hours of work a day for 5 nights’ accommodation with 
breakfast and lunch at such an idyllic place. I had never been to Sandwich 
in Kent, never met Steve Edney nor had the chance to sleep in an 
empress size bed with double aspect of the  Salutation’s garden and a view 
of the Norman church illuminated at night! What an opportunity!! 
It was cold being January, but the Salutation  seemed to have its own 
unique climate. I was wrapped up well but once we got to work on the 
necessary weeding and cutting back, it didn’t take long to warm up. The 
whole team were sticklers for tidiness and picking up every last weed or 
leaf. The white garden was split into segments using box hedging about 3 
foot high… some were easy to get in, where herbaceous had died back, 
but others where there were roses were not so easy… this was no excuse 
and the same high standard of clearing was expected. 
The frosty mornings with a slight eerie mist made the garden look magical 
and when this happened, we had to do work in the potting shed whilst we 
waited for the lawns to defrost, so we wouldn’t damage them. Here we 
sorted seeds, potted up grasses, asters, dahlias…anything that was in 
need of our attention! They even reuse their own soil by heating it first and 
then mixing it with new compost to get the mix they require! 
It was interesting to see the banana trees and tree ferns that had been 
wrapped up with hessian and bubble wrap to protect them from the winter’s 
wrath! Therefore it was surprising to see something like an anisodontea 
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shrub in full flower when the snowdrops through the woody area were only 
just coming out! It was so lovely to see all the interest that can still be seen 
in a winter garden because everything hasn’t yet been cut back and the 
frost and spiders’ webs twinkling in the early morning sun! 
If you get the chance, it’s a lovely place to visit. Steve and his team are 
very friendly and helpful. They have achieved and developed a most 
beautiful garden. It is a RHS partner garden so can be visited by members 
for free on a Monday so do try and go along it’s a wonderful place to see.  I 
hope to go again in August to see if our hard work paid off and to  
appreciate it in full flower. 
…. but I’m also hoping I might get invited back again next year if he has 
another barter week! 
(Ever heard of a Barter Week? – here’s Barbara’s explanation: “The 
barter week came about after our talk from Steve, the head gardener at the 
Salutation garden, in January at Bookham and he was asking for 
volunteers.... so 2 of us came from Bookham HPS, 2 from volunteers at 
Wisley and 2 from Kew, who only stayed a couple of days, but it was very 
good having us as a group to help the rest of the team to spruce up the 
garden ready for spring. We are planning to go back to see the Salutation 
garden under the RHS partnership scheme as Steve reckons that through 
all our hard work the garden has been the best ever! Flattery will get you 
everywhere but it was nice to have our hard work acknowledged!!!”) 

Barbara Owen 
 

SUMMER PLANT FAIR AT LOWER SEVERALLS, CREWKERNE 
The sun shone on the gardens of 
Lower Severalls on 7 July for the 
Somerset Group’s Summer Plant Fair, 
and the avenue of stalls was an 
enticing riot of colour.  Visitors were 
overheard to say, ‘it’s like being in a 
giant sweetshop!’, and bags of 
swaying plants were hauled out to cars 
throughout the day.  There was plenty 
of plant advice on offer, and the HPS 
stall boasted some enviably rare 
donations which attracted a buzz of 
interest.   
All in all, it was a great success:  326 
people came through the gate - 62 

more than last year - and the Group made £325 in pitch fees (compared to 
£375 in 2018) and £328 in plant sales (£107 in 2018).  With figures 
improving, hopes are that the Plant Fair at Lower Severalls will become a 
regular fixture in the Somerset Group calendar.   
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NOTES FROM THE VARIEGATED PLANT GROUP MEETING 
2019 

On a surprisingly benign October morning, the Variegated Plant Group met 
for its annual get-together, this year at Great Dixter Gardens. The date was 
chosen to coincide with their Autumn Plant Fair and members were able to 
visit this in the afternoon. The morning, however, was dedicated to 
variegated plants – members had brought along a great display of these, 
many of which were available to purchase at our fund-raising auction. We 
were very pleased that several of Dixter’s student gardeners were able to 
join us for this, and perhaps whet their appetite for these hugely 

undervalued, ‘Marmite’ plants. 
The plants were, of course, not 
always for the faint-hearted. At one 
extreme were 9 small plants of a 
variegated stinging nettle, probably 
only for the hard-core enthusiast (of 
which I’m proud to say I was one). At 
the other a really interesting range of 
arborescent ivies, not readily seen 
elsewhere and such good plants for 
the autumn (for flowers), winter (for 
foliage) and spring (for fruit). All 

must-haves for anyone who wants a year-round garden. 
I first joined the Variegated Plant Group around a dozen years ago, when I 
had only a small number of such plants in my garden and probably rather 
looked askance at them. Now I find they are some of the most useful and 
interesting plants I have and acquiring and using more of them is a real 
pleasure. If you would like to find out more about variegation and its uses, 
why not consider coming to our meeting next year? It will be in Norfolk in 
June – details will be in the February newsletter. But be warned – they can 
become addictive! 

Sue Dockerill 
 

PEONY GROUP AGM AND PEONY DAY, SATURDAY JUNE 13 
2020 

Next year's Peony Group AGM and talk will be held at Welton Village Hall, 
Lincolnshire, LN2 3LU.  After the AGM the speaker will be Jo Bennison, of 
Bennison Peonies.  She will speak about the peonies she grows, including 
the intersectional (Itoh) hybrids.  In the afternoon we will visit Bennison 
Peonies, where plants can be ordered to be supplied bare root in the 
autumn, followed by a visit to Brightwater Garden, an 8 acre 21st century 
garden with shrub and herbaceous planting, including peonies and roses, a 
small lake and arboretum.  
Details: £12.00 for HPS Peony Group members, £14.00 for HPS members 
and £15.00 for visitors. 
The booking process will start in February 2020.  
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PULMONARIA DAY 2020 
Pulmonaria Day 2020 will be held on Saturday 18 April at the lovely 
Holehird Gardens near Windermere in the Lake District. Group member 
Rosemary Ashley is a volunteer there, and has created a Pulmonaria 
Walk within the garden to showcase Pulmonarias. 
The morning meeting will be held in a hall in the garden where, apart from 
the AGM we will have talks by members of the group. There will be the 
increasingly popular Seedling competition. So if you have an unusual 
Pulmonaria seedling which  has popped up in your garden , why not join us 
for the meeting, enter your seedling in the competition, and enjoy a 
weekend break and  the lovely scenery of the Lake District. 
 

HARDY GERANIUM GROUP 
AGM, TALK AND GARDEN VISITS 

SATURDAY 30 MAY 2020 
A different date for your diary as Hardy Geranium Day will be earlier than 
usual and we are also going slightly further north. We will be visiting Sue 
Clarke’s garden on Saturday 30 May in Wrenbury, near Nantwich in 
Cheshire. 
Sue holds a national collection of Geranium sylvaticum as well as renardii 
and, as they tend to flower slightly earlier than most geraniums, we want to 
see them looking their best. 
Julie Ritchie from Hoo House Nursery, Tewkesbury will be speaking to us 
about our favourite plants, and after lunch we will visit two gardens in 
Wrenbury village. We look forward to welcoming you there! 

Tricia Newton 
 

HPS RANUNCULACEAE GROUP 
Saturday 20 June 2020 

Guest Speaker Timothy Walker followed by 
a visit to Coton Manor Gardens and Nursery 

Cost: Ranunculaceae members: £7 or non-members £13.50 
Next year’s meeting of the Ranunculaceae Group is coming to middle 
England - Watford Village Hall, Northamptonshire. Following the AGM, we 
will have the annual lecture presented by Timothy Walker, who is putting 
together a new talk especially for the group which he has provisionally 
entitled - Irresistable Ranunculaceae. He will look at examples of how the 
many genera of Ranunculaceae contribute to our lives. 
In the afternoon, there will be a visit to Coton Manor Gardens and Nursery.  
The gardens are extensive and the nursery has 1000s of plants for sale, 
most of which are propagated at Coton.  There is a cafe which offers a 
selection of light meals and snacks or attendees are welcome to bring a 
packed lunch to eat at the Hall or on the adjoining green.  
If you would like to join us for the day please go to the HPS website where 
the Ranunculaceae Group can be found under MEET US AT in the Special 
Interest section, where a booking form can be downloaded or email Susie 
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Mitchell at ranunculaceae@hardy-plant.org.uk to request a booking form. 
Priority booking for Ranunculaceae members until the end of the year.  We 
look forward to welcoming you to what should be an informative and 
welcoming day. 

Susie Mitchell 
 

 

Peonies at Birtsmorton Court 
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SHADE & WOODLAND 
PLANT GROUP 

 

Sixth Meeting will be a Lecture Day 2020 
Saturday 16 May 2020 at the 

Britannia Airport Hotel, Manchester 
In addition to our three excellent speakers there will be a rare and unusual 
Plant Auction, members’ plants for sale, and stands from Crug Farm Plants, 
Swines Meadow Farm Nursery, and Woodlands Plants, a raffle and 
homemade teas. 
 
Christopher Bailes – Always something to keep you amused: a brief history of 

shade planting and the story of developing his own new Devon 
garden. 
 Previously curator of both the Chelsea Physic Garden and RHS 
Rosemoor Garden, Chris is a member of the RHS Orchid 
Committee, President of the Devon Branch of Plant Heritage 
and the Alpine Garden Society, a Trustee of the Fortescue 
Garden Trust which administers The Garden House in Devon. 
 

 
Bleddyn Wynn-Jones –Discoveries and recent 
introductions of Ruscus & Aspidistra 
Sue and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones are the owners 
of Crug Farm Plants where they specialise in 
introducing new and wondrous plants from 
their annual expeditions to remote corners of 
the globe. 

 
 Dan Hinckley – Minions of the Shade, Asia and 
Beyond 
Dan is an American plantsman, garden writer, 
horticulturist and nurseryman. He is best known 
for establishing the garden and nursery at 
Heronswood and continues to travel extensively to 
discover new plants. 
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Ticket Price: £24.00 for members of the Shade & Woodlands Plant Group. 
TO BOOK: email Diana Garner on Montana@cholesbury.net or mail to 
Montana, Shire Lane, Cholesbury, Herts HP23 6NA giving your name, address, 
telephone number, email address and HPS membership number. If space 
available non-members may book after 1 April at £34.00. 
Electronic transfer details are: Branch sort code: 403202, Account no: 
21574647, Account name: Shade and Woodlands Plant Group, Reference: 
Your HPS membership number and last name OR cheques should be made 
payable to HPS Shade & Woodland Plants Group and send to Diana Garner. 
 
 
 

 

Acer Griseum 

mailto:Montana@cholesbury.net
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HARDY PLANT SOCIETY SOUTH PENNINE GROUP 

presents 

NATIONAL LECTURE DAY –  

THE ENGLISH FLOWER BORDER 

Saturday 13 June 2020 

at 

Sheffield Botanical Gardens, Clarkehouse Road, Sheffield, S10 2LN 

 

DON WITTON – Nurseryman, lecturer and author.  

‘The Creation and Evolution of the English 

Herbaceous Border’ 

 

DR ANDREW WARD – Owner of Norwell Gardens, 
nurseryman and lecturer. 

‘Bordering on Brilliance’ 

 
TIMOTHY WALKER – Former Director Oxford BG. 

‘Bordering on Insanity – creating an all year round border’ 

 

plus nursery plant sales 

self-guided garden tours (maps provided) 

 

£18 including light refreshments 

Optional pre-booked packed lunches £7 available at time of booking  

 

How to book: Download a booking form from our web site - 
www.southpenninehps.btck.co.uk 

Don’t have IT? Ask a friend to print out a form. 

 (Please send booking form, SAE, and cheques payable to HPS South Pennine 

Group to Pam Hutchinson, 29 Alms Hill Road, Sheffield, S11 9RR) 
Tel: 0779 1777132 Email: pam.hutchinson57@icloud.com 

** Members can make it a full weekend as the RHS Show at Chatsworth  

(15 miles away) is on from the 10– 14 June 2020 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.southpenninehps.btck.co.uk/
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PHOTO LIBRARIAN'S REPORT 
This is my first report as the HPS's photo librarian since I took over the post 
from Brian Hackett in July. Just as I was before I started, I thought you 
might be interested in knowing what the post implies. 

1. There have been a number of people requesting high resolution 
images for publication in the journal, in local group newsletters, for 
displays in flower shows 

2. There have also been some requests by people wanting to use the 
pictures that are available on our website to be used in their 
website. This is allowed as long as they request it and add a 
disclaimer with a link to our website. I've had requests as far away 
as New Zealand! 

3. People have submitted more pictures to be added to the library 
4. I've had a few entries for the photo competition 

As you can see from the first two items, an important use of the photo 
library and therefore my role is promotion of the HPS. This certainly is 
working as you can see from the many requests for pictures. However, this 
is a closed loop system so we can't promote the HPS unless we have 
enough pictures and the more pictures we can offer, the more people will 
request and therefore promote the HPS. 
This is where the 3rd item comes into play: more entries from our members 
are always welcome (thank you to those who have sent pictures the last 
few months!) and you will help others in the process. It doesn't matter if you 
think there's already lots of pictures as every picture might have something 
another picture doesn't have. But of course the pictures aren't only for 
publication. E.g. if you're like me and got seeds from the seed list only to 
find one morning that a blackbird managed to mix all your carefully planted 
seeds so you don't know any longer which seed you have planted where 
then having pictures with good details of leaves can be a great help for 
early identification. So if you have taken lots of pictures on your mobile 
phone and later on wonder what to do with all those pictures, send them to 
me please to photos@hardy-plant.org.uk! 
This brings me to the 4th item: the photo competition. You can find all the 
rules and categories on our website (http://www.hardy-
plant.org.uk/images/photographic-competition-rules) but know that we 
extended the closing date to December 6th so you still have enough time 
to submit pictures. There are prizes to be won and it doesn't cost anything 
to enter. Why not use those pictures you have just sent to me to be added 
to the library as pictures for the competition (maximum 3 entries per 
category)? Try to use your imagination, e.g. why limit yourself to taking 
pictures of plants during the day... All entries are welcome on photo-
comp@hardy-plant.org.uk. 

Matthias Dejaegher 
 
 
 

mailto:photos@hardy-plant.org.uk
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/images/photographic-competition-rules
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/images/photographic-competition-rules
mailto:photo-comp@hardy-plant.org.uk
mailto:photo-comp@hardy-plant.org.uk
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THE JOURNAL 

The autumn journal has been shipped in a biodegradable wrapping made 

of potato starch, bringing it in line with the national newsletter. 
We still need articles for the spring 2020 issue, so get writing! As a general 
guideline we ask for approximately 2,000 words, and plenty of high 
resolution (minimum 300dpi) photos. Please submit your draft article by the 
end of December - ideally before that so your Christmas is not interrupted! 
Send any articles, ideas, queries etc to Editor@hardy-plant.org.uk 

Souren Ala 
 

DROPBOX  
At the last Trustees’ meeting, I was asked to take up a new post for the 
HPS – that of Dropbox manager. 
For those unfamiliar with Dropbox, it’s a system for sharing documents and 
pictures in the Cloud. Put simply, it’s just a way of storing HPS files on a 
remote computer, which can be accessed by anyone who needs to, via the 
internet, provided they have the right password.  
The Society began using Dropbox back in 2016 and we already have many 
documents on file, plus a copy of the entire image library, which enables 
access from anywhere in the world where a reasonable internet connection 
can be found. 
After a very positive initial phase, it became clear that its value to the HPS 
would be greatly improved if someone had overall control of it. Primarily, 
this is because we have such a rapid turnover of Officers, Trustees and 
Postholders. Newcomers are unfamiliar with the ways of their 
predecessors, so inevitably there is a growing inconsistency in the way 
documents are stored. Over time this would mean that documents could be 
hard to find. 
For this reason, I was asked to take on the role of Dropbox manager and I 
have started the process of standardising the structure of our folders. I’m 
still gathering documents which are worth storing, so if you have any 
minutes of meetings at national level, or any other documents or images 
which have national significance, please send a copy to me so that I can 
add it to the archive.   
If you need access and don’t know how to start, please contact me at 
dbadmin@hardy-plant.org.uk 
Similarly, if you already have access but don’t know where best to put your 
documents or images, please talk to me about it. 
As a next step, HPS Web Manager, Colin Doughty, and I are exploring 
use of Dropbox to create a cloud backup of the Society’s  webpages. 

Brian Hackett 
Dropbox Manager 

 
 
 

mailto:dbadmin@hardy-plant.org.uk
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CORNUCOPIA 
Hardy Planters are a diverse bunch, with a wide range of interests and 
specialisms.  The articles they write enliven our local and specialist group 
newsletters, and the best of these articles are collated in the form 
of Cornucopia, a twice-yearly magazine.  This autumn’s issue includes 
articles on Dierama from Ruth Plant, and the pros and cons of using a 
Hydroprop, by Roy Stickland.  A year’s subscription is still just £3 (including 
UK postage).   
You can tick the box to subscribe to Cornucopia when you renew your 
membership.  Alternatively, go to bit.ly/hps-cornucopia to subscribe 
independently (non-members welcome).  By post, send a cheque for £3, 
payable to The Hardy Plant Society, to:  HPS Administrator, 3 Basepoint 
Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP (please 
write Cornucopia on the back of the cheque).  

Marion Jay, Cornucopia Editor 
 

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS 
This year we have removed the ability of the Office to take card payments 
because the transaction charges were unacceptably high.  There are also 
security considerations when handling confidential card information.  
However, members may still use their cards when they purchase online via 
the website.  PayPal is the payment provider and you do not need to have 
a PayPal account to pay by card.  For UK transactions we are charged 
1.4% + 20p.    This compares with about 6% for credit card payments 
previously processed in the Office.  So, in the case of a £17 subscription, 
our charges are reduced from £1.02 to 44p.  (The Office will continue to 
accept cheques and cash.) 

Stuart Senior 
 

FROM THE ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE 
All enquiries concerning Hardy Plant Society matters and membership 
renewals should be addressed to the Administrator during office hours 
(Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm), please note there is only 1 line into 
the office, therefore, if I am already on the telephone your call will go 
straight to answerphone, so please leave a message and I will call you 
back as soon as possible: 01386 710317. You can also email: 
admin@hardy-plant.org.uk  
Subscriptions  
Subscriptions are due by 1 January each year, however, renewals may be 
sent from 1 October, the annual subscription rates are £17.00 for single 
membership or £19.00 for two members at one address (joint 
membership), with an optional charge of £10.00 for overseas members 
outside Western Europe, who wish their mailings to be sent by airmail. If 
you wish to subscribe to Cornucopia please add £3. Subscriptions should 
be sent to The Administrator, 3 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab 
Apple Way, Evesham, WR11 1GP.  Please note the slight change to 

http://bit.ly/hps
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
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the address! To save on admin costs you are encouraged to pay your 
future subscriptions by Standing Order through your bank or building 
society. You can request a form from the Administrator, by email or post, or 
download it from the website (Join the HPS on the Home Page). 
Please note we are no longer able to accept telephone card payments. 
HPS Booklets – please order from the web: http://www.hardy-
plant.org.uk/publications/booklets or use the order form in the newsletter. 
Bed and Breakfast List  
Gardens Open List  
Register of Lecturers  
These lists are all available on the website using the following link: 
https://www.hardy-plant.org.uk  or from the Administrator, please email 
your request to admin@hardy-plant.org.uk  

 

Clare Powell, Administrator 
 

DATA PROTECTION 
The HPS keeps and uses members’ personal data to enable the Society to 
operate efficiently and to provide our membership with the services they 
have paid for. 
Your rights under the General Data Protection Regulations 
You have the right to: 

 Be informed about the collection and use of your personal data 

 Access the data held (a copy of your data will be provided on 
request) 

 Have any inaccuracies in your data corrected 

 Request your details be deleted from our records 

 Request that the use of your personal data is restricted 
You have the right to object to the use of your personal data at any time. 
 
If you wish to exercise any of the rights outlined above please contact 
the HPS Office on admin@hardy-plant.org.uk , telephone 01386 710317 or 
write to: 
Hardy Plant Society, 3 Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, 
Evesham, WR11 1GP 
If you have any concerns about the way in which your data is being 
handled, you can report this to the Information Commissioner’s Office by 
phoning the helpline: 0303 123 1113. 
 

LAPEL BADGES 
Show your support for the HPS with one of our 
lapel badges.  They are made of enamelled 
metal and feature the HPS hellebore. Order 
online at £2.20 including p&p or Groups can 
order bulk supplies at a reduced cost 

 

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/publications/booklets
http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/publications/booklets
https://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
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Members are reminded that subscriptions fall due on 
1 January each year. 

National membership is necessary for continued membership of a local or 

specialist  group. 
 
    The subscription rates for 2020 are detailed below: 

I/we wish to renew my/our membership for 2020 (Mem No:  if known............. .... 

First Name/s.............................. Surname/s..................................................................

  

Postcode   ................................   Tel .................................................... 

Email . ......... .......... . .......... .......:............ .......... .......... . ..... . ..... ...... 

 

I wish to renew my membership as follows:  
(please tick) 

Single £17.00  
…………………
. Joint (2 members at one address) £19.00  
……………….

… Cornucopia 2 Vols for 2020 £3.00  
…………………

.. 
……………….. 

 

Please disregard the subscription renewal option if this is paid by 
standing order.   

If you wish to set up a standing order the form can be found on 

page 29 and on our website.  

EITHER: pay by Bank Transfer: Please use your membership number as 
the reference and send to HSBC Bank, Account Name: The Hardy Plant 
Society, Sort Code: 40 11 60, Account No: 30212407 

OR: enclose a cheque payable to THE HARDY PLANT SOCIETY 

Gift Aid: Please complete if you are a UK tax payer. It is not necessary to 
complete the Gift Aid declaration annually. Please see our website for a 
form or contact the Administrator if you wish to check or change your Gift 
Aid status.  

www.hardy-plant.org.uk  tel: 01386 710317 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

UK Subscription Renewal 2020 

http://www.hardy-plant.org.uk/
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Lower Severalls 

Summer Plant Fair 
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£  
(amount in words) 

 

 

        

STANDING ORDER MANDATE 
 
 
To ........................................................................Bank/Building Society 
 

Sort code ................................. 
Full postal address of bank/building society:........................................................ 
 
............................................................................................................................. . 
 
..........................................................................Post Code.................................. 
 
Please pay HSBC, 60 Queen Victoria Street, London EC4N 4TR 
Sort code 40 11 60 – for the credit of – 
The Hardy Plant society Account number  30212407 

 
Quoting REFERENCE number** 

 
 

** Your unique reference number is the first five characters of your 
surname and the last five digits of your membership number 
 
 
The sum 
of         

        
Commencing 1

st
 January 2020 and thereafter ANNUALLY on January 1

st
 

until you receive further notice in writing from me/us 
 
 
 
Account holder name/s 

Account number 
Name..............................................   Signature/s......................................... 
 
Address.............................................................. 
 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
 
..........................................................................  Date.................................. 
PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED FORM TO YOUR BANK 
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Gold Award at Harrogate Autumn 
Flower Show, West Yorkshire Group 
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Annual Lecture Day and AGM  
28 March 2020 Booking form 

 
Name (of person making the booking and address 
for tickets): 
 
 

HPS no: 

Address 
 

 
 

 
 

Post code 
 

Tel: Email: 

 Price No of 
tickets 

Lecture day with AGM 

and lunch 

£25  

Lecture day with AGM 
and bring your own 
lunch 

£18  

AGM only No charge  

TOTAL cost of tickets   

Please circle as required: 

Vegetarian/Vegan/Gluten Free/Nut Free 
Names in CAPITALS as they 

should appear on the 

badges 

HPS Group 

  

  

  

  

 

PTO for payment details 
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Cheques payable to ‘The Hardy Plant Society’ 

 
Please send your completed booking form with a cheque and 
stamped addressed A5 envelope to: 

 HPS Administrator, 3 Basepoint Centre, Crab Apple Way, 
Evesham, WORCS, WR11 1GP 

 
PLEASE RETURN BY 14 MARCH 2020 

 
OR book online using card payment at http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-
plant-society  

 
OR via the HPS website under Meet Us at Events 
 

The information sheets will be emailed to members booking online. 

 
ANY QUERIES: tel: 01386 710317 or email: admin@hardy-plant.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/hardy-plant-society
mailto:admin@hardy-plant.org.uk
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Please print this form out and fill in the fields below 
Post it to the HPS Office (address below) with a cheque if 

appropriate 
 
Quantity Title Cost Total 

  Ferns                                      £5.50   

  Geraniums                               £5.50   

  Hardy Garden Chrysanthemums                 £5.50   

  Peonies                                       £5.50   

 Pulmonarias £5.50  

  Euphorbias                                  £3.00   

  Hostas                                         £3.00   

  Penstemons                                £3.00   

  Total of order     

                               Postage and packaging is free to members 

Name  

Membership 
Number (6 
Digits) 

 

Address 
 

 

Postcode  

Tel No (for 
queries) 

 

PAYMENT VIA ONLINE BANKING 
Make payment to “The Hardy Plant Society” 

 
-11-60 

number as a reference 
has 

been made by online transfer & include the date of the transfer 
The Administrator: 
3, Basepoint Business Centre, Crab Apple Way, Evesham, Worcestershire. 
WR11 1GP 
Payment by cheque should be made out to The Hardy Plant Society 
Queries? Please call the administrator on 01386 710317 Mon–Fri 9am– 1pm
  

 

HPS MEMBERS ONLY 
BOOKLET ORDER FORM (POSTAL 
OPTION) 


