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Editorial

John Hudson

Welcome to the Autumn 2013 issue of the HPS Peony Group Newsletter.
You will notice some differences in layout following Irene Tibbenham’s
retirement from the task of formatting and distribution. I thank Karin
Proudfoot for her advice on formatting and Judy Templar for proof reading
and distribution.
We hope the content will prove informative and
interesting.
The main innovation for 2014 is the Peony Day on May 11th, organized by
our Chairman Judy Templar - see details elsewhere in this issue. We have
added some descriptions and illustrations to the seed list, in the hope of
encouraging more members to try growing their own peonies.
After a long winter and a cold spring, all peonies flowered late this year.
Some of the early species suffered while others seemed unaffected. My two
Gansu Mudan under a west-facing wall started growth too early and were
affected by late frosts, while the two in the open garden flowered late, but
well. I have two P. x. smouthii, a new form for me, gifts from Philippa
Hamilton-Grierson. One is in a pot and one in the garden. Both flowered
this year. The brilliant red flowers, backed by finely-divided foliage, were
notably long-lasting (see cover). The season for my lactifloras extended to
mid-July, helped by secondary flowers that were borne abundantly. Some
of their foliage is colouring well now, in early October, while that of some
of the species, notably the officinalis group, browned and withered early.
Let us hope for that elusive thing, a normal season, for 2014.

From the Chair

Judy Templar

It is just a year ago that I introduced myself as chairman of the Peony
Group and in the same report had to explain that I must step down due to an
unexpected illness. Kath Carey, once again, held the posts of Secretary and
Chairman. Happily, my consultant was proved to be wrong and by the time
of the AGM this year I felt able to take up the reins again.
You can read about our visit to Spetchley House elsewhere in the
newsletter. It was good to meet so many of you but the dreadful late spring
meant that not one peony was in flower.
Next year we are trying something new which I hope will attract more of
our members to the annual meeting. This will take the form of a Peony
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Study Day. We will meet in Wansford, just off the A1 west of Peterborough
on 11th May 2014. The AGM, at the start of the day will get business
matters attended to. This will be followed by an illustrated talk on peonies
in the wild, a break for lunch and then the second talk on peonies in the
garden. There will be peony plants for sale so if you have some spare
seedlings or divisions please bring them along to boost our funds. I hope to
have divisions of ‘Judy’s White’, seedlings of P. daurica subsp.
mlokosewitschii, tenuifolia and more. Other garden plants would be most
welcome too. Unsold seeds from the Seed Distribution will also be on the
plant stall. After the lectures attendees are invited to visit my garden which
is situated 4 miles to the west of Wansford in King’s Cliffe. I hope the
season is kind to us and you will see the early peonies. Looking at my
records for past years the peonies in flower in late April/early May have
included Paeonia mlokosewitschii (wild col. seed, yellow form and white/
pink flush form), cambessedesii, tenuifolia, biebersteiniana, Late
Windflower, officinalis ssp huthii, mascula ssp russoi (corsica),
wittmaniana, Jenny, obovata alba, suffruticosa, veitchi woodwardi, Gansu
Mudan, (including Joseph Rock) and Judy’s White Peony but not all in the
same year. No promises! I hope to arrange a further garden visit. HPS
members and other interested local garden enthusiasts will be invited to join
us for the day but you will be given priority. Please see details of the day in
the box on page 4.
In order to raise the profile of The Peony Group I had intended to produce
an A5 poster advertising the group which will be sent to all HPS Local
Group secretaries along with application forms. I have done nothing about
it yet but when I find the time please make sure our poster is displayed in a
prominent position at your local group meetings.
Have you bought your copy of Gail Harland’s booklet ‘Peonies’? It is a
delight with lots of illustrations and much information, well worth having.
It is also worth looking at our website. In future up to date information on
such things as our meetings will be included.
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Study Day next May.

Secretary’s report

Kath Carey

I had a curious phone call a few weeks ago. Someone looking for peonies
had got my number from the HPS web site. She was not a member of the
3

Peony Day
Sunday 11th May 2014
The annual meeting of the Peony Group will
be held on Sunday 11th May at the Christie
Hall, Wansford, Peterborough,
Cambridgeshire.
Registration and coffee/tea will be between
9.30 and 10.00 am.
Following a short AGM Judy Templar will give
a talk about the peonies she has seen in the
wild.
Lunch will not be provided but you are
welcome to bring your own.
After a picnic lunch and time to browse the
plant/seed stall John Hudson will give a talk
about the peonies he grows in his garden.
Afterwards we will travel 4 miles to King’s
Cliffe to see the early peonies in Judy
Templar’s garden and one other garden.
Tickets for the day cost £10 for members, £12 nonmembers and include two talks, coffee/tea/biscuits
and garden visits. Priority will be given to Peony
Group members. For a booking form and further
details please contact Judy Templar by
e-mail judy@jtemplar.plus.com or by writing (with sae)
to Mrs Judy Templar, 117 Wood Road, King’s Cliffe,
Peterborough, Cambs. PE8 6XR
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HPS or our peony group but she wanted to know about red double scented
peonies. She remembered these from childhood in her parents’ garden and
wished to give her brother and sister a plant in their memory. I did a bit of
research and hopefully pointed her in the right direction with some contact
details for suppliers. I am almost sure the one she was thinking of was P
officinalis rubra plena but was happy to have other suggestions that would
need less staking.
There is little to report on the secretary front. Our rearranged AGM in April
was at Spetchley on a bitterly cold day and not a single peony in sight but
plenty of promise with the erupting foliage. Fourteen attended and we had
a very good day. The report of the AGM will be elsewhere in this
newsletter. Plans for next year’s AGM were made for a study day in
Wansford on Sunday May 11th 2014.
Treasurer’s Report Autumn 2013

John Richey

The first Autumn winds are blowing in to carry off the last peony leaf
colours, after what has been a fairly calm and static summer for the group.
A few newcomers arrived here and there as the season progressed bringing
total subscriptions to £403 for this membership year. After a prior low
seed-producing season our seed sales withered seriously.
Financial affairs of the group have remained stable, thanks to careful
planning by our Editor and the distribution of a majority of the Spring
Newsletters by email, reducing our seemingly ever-increasing postage
expense. Subscriptions therefore remain at this year’s levels which we
would hope to retain. That is, £5.00 for UK members and £6.50 for
Overseas Members.
Overall the group remains solvent with a bank balance, at £1,229.27,
slightly above last year’s level.
Note on my surviving grafts from 2010

Kath Carey

And then there were three. Two of the original five have died. Of the three
survivors, I removed the rootstock from two last year. The third one had
made such little root that I left the rootstock in place for another year. This
year the first two have made precious little growth (and not helped recently
when my husband dropped a bucket on one and broke a branch). The third
has made plenty of growth but it is in such good leaf that I have deferred
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digging it up to see what root growth the scion has made. So it is still watch
this space time to see if any will eventually give good plants.
2013 AGM visit to Spetchley Gardens, Worcestershire
Irene Tibbenham
This year, HPS peony group members were privileged to hold their
AGM, chaired by Kath Carey, with visiting guest, Vivienne McGhee,
HPS chairperson, in the home of Mr John Berkeley, owner of Spetchley
Estate and Gloucestershire’s Berkeley Castle. Perhaps you are familiar
with Eryngium Miss Willmott’s Ghost or Rosa Ellen Willmott. Wellknown horticulturist and the first female to receive the Victoria Medal
of Honour from the RHS, she was the great-aunt of our host John
Berkley.
Following her financial
d e m i s e , h e r v a s t N a rc i s s u s
collection, was moved to Spetchley
Gardens. By the time you read
this, the weather angst of the earlier
part of the year will be but a distant
memory – for due to an extremely
late season, not a single peony was
in flower for our AGM at
Spetchley.
‘ Av a n t
Garde’ (lactiflora x wittmanniana)
was, appropriately
the most
ʻAvant Gardeʼ
advanced. So we were grateful to
see this wonderful historic selection
of rescued and relocated daffodils
in full flower around the huge manmade lake; home also to swans and
the largest ‘pneumatophores’ on
Taxodium distichum I have ever
seen growing in England.
Mike Beak, head gardener, guided
our group through the gardens,
explaining parts had been
developed by successive generations
of the family, each with their own style. He described how the garden
was progressive, and not locked into a distinct style, being first and
foremost a family garden, shaped by current, as well as former owners.
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Spetchley Gardens holds an extensive collection of peonies, both
species and cultivars, herbaceous and shrubby (‘tree’). There were
probably as many named as un-named peonies, accurately and
erroneously, in part due to the regular theft of the traditional lead labels,
apparently collector’s items. Our guide Mike requested the assistance
of all knowledgeable ‘peony people’ to help correctly identify what is a
significant and still expanding collection.
We were particularly
interested in ‘Jenny’, which has featured as a favourite peony in our
newsletter; Spetchley has one of the few plants known.
Despite the absence of flowering peonies during our visit, our appetites
were certainly whetted to make a mental note to return here to see them
when they are in bloom. To all ‘peony’ or ‘plant’ persons I would
certainly recommend a visit here.
Barbara Adam kindly supplied these photographs taken 2011-12

P. obovata alba

P. mascula

ʻJennyʼ

P. cambessedessii
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Is “Paeonia mascula russoi” of UK gardens Paeonia corsica?
John Hudson
A Mediterranean peony generally known as Paeonia mascula russoi (also
spelt russi or russii) is quite well known in British gardens (e.g. Page 1995
p. 62, Page 2005 p. 52). It flowers early; mine on 8 April 2011, coinciding
that year with P. mascula mascula. Compared to that species, it is much
shorter growing, and has purple rather than green stems. Its distinctive
leaves are often waved, glossy green with a bronze tinge above and with
dense hairs on the underside. It has pink flowers. Compare to photograph of
P. mascula from Spetchley on p.7. In most accounts the wild species is
said to occur in Sicily, whence it was first described, and also in Corsica
and Sardinia.

Wild populations from Sardinia
In a comprehensive review of peonies from Italy, Passalacqua and Bernado
(2004) show that the peonies in peninsula Italy (P. mascula mascula) and
Sicily (P. mascula russoi) are quite distinct from those in Sardinia. The
main differences are that the Sardinian plants have purple, rather than
mainly green, stems and have fewer leaflets on the lower leaves (generally
9). In Sardinia the leaves are thick-textured and shiny on the upper surface,
and hairy beneath, while in P.mascula they are thin-textured, matt on the
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upper surface and smooth or nearly so beneath. The Sardinian plants have
more carpels, often 5, compared to generally 3 in P. mascula. The Italian
authors assign the Sardinian plants to the recently described species P.
morisii. They mention that morisii also occurs in Corsica but do not
describe the populations there. In his monograph, Hong (2010) places more
emphasis on corsica, and concludes that morisii is a synonym of the earlierdescribed P. corsica. His morphological observations agree with the Italian
authors, although he stresses the variability that exists in all wild
populations. Hong, vol 1, fig 5.17, p.155 shows the leaf characters well.
Are our garden plants of Sardinian origin?
Judging from plants I have seen, and photographs taken in the wild and in
gardens (Fig. 1 herein, Page, 2005 p.52, Hong vol. 2, Fig. 18), it seems
apparent that plants in British gardens resemble those from Sardinia. Jim
and Jenny Archibald’s seed list from 1998 to 2008 from time to time offered
seed from Sardinian collections or from plants originally from there, and
this was probably widely grown. In that case, we should now correct the
name. A change of name is generally unwelcome to gardeners, but in this
case it simplifies the situation. If we adopt Hong’s name in deference to the
current comprehensive monograph, P. mascula russoi of our gardens
becomes P. corsica. It differs from P. mascula mascula in height, foliage
and carpel characters. It is also reputed generally to flower earlier. The new
name usefully reminds us of its origin in west Mediterranean islands.
DNA studies
Studies by Sang et al. suggested that their material of P. mascula russoi had
a different ancestry from P. mascula mascula (Page 2005 p.49). Two
subspecies of the same species cannot have different antecedents.
Passalacqua and Bernado (p. 245) state that the specimens of russoi used
for the DNA research probably came from Sardinia, in which case they
were P. morisii/ corsica, and the DNA difference is not surprising.
Peonies of Sicily
In Sicily, there are peonies of the mascula group with both pink and
white flowers, as well as intermediates; the whites predominate (photo
kindly supplied by David Hellard ). The white plants have in the past
been referred to P. mascula hellenica. The Italian authors, and Hong,
both consider that all the Sicilian peonies, irrespective of flower colour
belong to the broad species P. mascula. The Italians consider that russoi
is not sufficiently distinct from mascula mascula to be even a
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subspecies, and refer to it as a variety. Hong continues to use P. mascula
russoi. P. masula hellenica does not occur in Sicily. It would be
interesting to know if any of our members grow peonies of known
Sicilian origin, and what they look like.

Prairie Moon

John Hudson

I collected a plant of this excellent variety from Binny Plants in late
December 2008, when the temperature in West Lothian was minus 4. I

planted it as soon as conditions here in Leicestershire allowed. It has grown
and flourished, becoming rather bigger than I anticipated and over-arching
its neighbours. This year it flowered and set seed abundantly.
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Prairie Moon has several attractive features. The early foliage is bright
glossy green. The first flowers this year, a very late season, appeared on 12
June (late May in 2012). They are large open bowls, pale cream, with a
cluster of bright yellow stamens (photo), rather similar to Claire de Lune
but, in my garden, larger. Abundant side flowers appear later, when the
main flowers are reduced to carpels (photo taken on 25 June), extending the

flowering season. This year, for the first time, there were abundant seeds,
offered in the seed list. Only time will tell if they are viable.
It will be interesting if they are, because Prairie Moon is a complex hybrid.
Its parents are both hybrids raised by A. P. Saunders in the USA: Archangel,
which is itself a hybrid between P. lactiflora Jean Bancroft and P.
macrophylla, and Laura Magnuson, P.lactiflora Kelway’s Glorious x P.
peregrina (called lobata when the cross was made). Archangel is described
as white by Saunders but ‘blanc crème’ in Riviere’s catalogue; thus as
similar in colour to Prairie Moon. Laura Magnuson is pink, and has been
valued in breeding as a source of the coral pink colouring that has become
fashionable. None of this appears in Prairie Moon, but the bright glossy
foliage may come from its peregrina ancestor.
My plant agrees with the description in Binny’s 2011 catalogue (the last
time it was listed). However some of the descriptions and photographs on
Carsten Burkhardt’s website www.paeon.de (to which I am indebted for
much of the above information) are rather different, illustrating semi-double
flowers of a more definite yellow. It is also said to have only one flower
per stem, and rarely to set seed. Maybe there is more than one form in
cultivation. In any case, it is a beautiful peony. Let us hope that the seed
germinates, and in a few years we may have some exciting new peonies to
enthuse about.
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Seed Distribution

Judy Templar

This has been a better year for the seed exchange with some interesting
donations.
I have given short descriptions of some of the parent plants and there are
photographs of some but I must remind you that the seeds on offer have
been grown in the open garden and may not be true to the seed parent.
Sadly, there are no seeds from ‘Judy’s White’ following a poor display of
flowers. I hope she performs better next year for our Peony Day on May
11th. We do have seed of ‘Judy’s Daughters’, white and pink.
This year I am using Hong’s nomenclature with the ‘old’ names in brackets
so, if you are looking for P. veitchii you will find it as a subsp. of P.
anomala. We should now call P. mascula russoi P. corsica but to confuse us
further Italian botanists call it P. morisii. (See the article in this newsletter
by John Hudson)
Seed List 2013
HERBACEOUS
ex P. anomala subsp. veitchii (P. veitchii var. alba) We have a lot of seed
from this lovely plant. photo
ex P. anomala subsp. veitchii (P. veitchii var. woodwardii) pale pink elegant
form, 75x110cm. photo
ex P. anomala subsp. veitchii (P. veitchii var. woodwardii) dwarf, 35x76cm
deeper pink than the above. Lovely cut foliage with red stems. I have a
seedling to put on the plant stall at the Peony Day. photo
ex P. anomala subsp. veitchii (P. veitchii var. woodwardii) deep pink.
ex P. arietina
ex P. cambessedesii photo
ex P. ‘Chameleon’ (pink) see note and photo on p.19
ex P. corsica (P. mascula russoi)
ex P. corsica (P. russoi var. reverchonii) 58cm, magenta/pink . A lovely
donation, see notes and picture on page 15
ex P. daurica subsp. daurica (P. mascula subsp. triternata) Leaves with
typical upturned, wavy margins.
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ex P. daurica subsp.mlokosewitschii, cream, pink veining (McLewin, wild
pop. Lagodekhi. E Georgia) photo
ex P. daurica subsp. mlokosewitschii, yellow (McLewin, wild pop.
Lagodekhi, E. Georgia)
ex ‘Judy’s Daughter’ pink
ex Judy’s Daughter white, photo
ex P. daurica subsp. mlokosewitschii, yellow, form in general cultivation.
ex P. lactiflora ‘Bowl of Beauty’
ex P. lactiflora ‘Gleam of Light’
ex P. lactiflora ‘Jan Van Leeuwen’
ex P. lactiflora ‘Krinkled White’
ex P. lactiflora ‘Lord Kitchener’
ex P. lactiflora ‘Lotus Queen’
ex P. lactiflora ‘Madam Gaudichau’ The beauty of this peony comes early
in the year when the leaves emerge and remain a striking deep red until
flowering time when they turn to a glossy green complimenting the dark
red, semi double flowers.
ex P. lactiflora magenta, single
ex P. lactiflora ‘Red Rover’
ex P. officinalis huthii, small, cut leaf plant. A seedling of this for the
Peony Day but the foliage is not as finely cut as the parent.
ex P. officinalis ‘mollis’ photo
ex P. officinalis officinalis
ex P. ‘Prairie Moon’ = Archangel x Laura Magnuson. See article and
photos on page 10
ex P. tenuifolia I have seedlings for the plant stall. photo
ex P. tenuifolia (P. biebersteiniana) This plant is taller with less finely
divided leaflets than the above plant. Both have bright red flowers.
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SHRUBBY
ex P. delavayi Deep red, almost black
ex P. delavayi Yellow
Gansu Group
ex P. ‘Joseph Rock’ the Arnold Arboretum form. photo
ex P. white, (rockii lookalike McLewin code 1.1.4).
ex P. pink/purple single, photo
ex P. pink/purple double A bit blowsy for me, quite striking.
ex P. ostii photo
Suffruticosa Group
ex ‘Yachiyo-tsubaki’ (syn. ‘Eternal Camellias’) Described and illustrated
in ‘Peonies’ by Gail Harland and ‘The Gardener’s Peony’ by Martin Page.
The parent plant came from Gail as a cutting from her plant. photo
....................................................
The seeds cost 50p per packet. UK members should make cheques out to
“The HPS Peony Group”; overseas Members should add the amount to
their renewal payment at the start of next year. Some donations are very
small so perhaps you should send a ‘limit cheque’, omitting the amount but
writing at the bottom of the cheque ‘not to exceed £x’, ‘x’ being the
maximum amount your request would cost. I can then complete the cheque
for the cost of the seeds supplied.
Please write with a list of your requests, enclosing a self-addressed sticky
label and large letter stamp to:
Judy Templar, 117 Wood Road, King’s Cliffe, Peterborough, PE8 6XR
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Note on seed sent as P. russoi var reverchonii

Judy Templar

Marie Paginton donated a good amount of seed of this plant and kindly sent
a description of the planting history of the parent, which I reproduce here.
‘I had my (then) small plant from Rob Potterton at an AGS show possibly
five years ago. He may have said it wasn't hardy but I planted it out. Two or
three years later we moved house and I replanted with half a bucket of
digested cow manure. It may have had a can of diluted seaweed fertiliser.
Since moving the weather conditions roughly were, first summer drought,
average winter conditions, second summer sodden most of the time
followed by the recent severe winter. This year (can't remember it
flowering before) it had 15 flowering stems which lasted a number of days,
setting good a proportion
of good seed. I'm no
expert!
I live two - three
miles out of Pershore,
Wo r c s , o c c a s i o n a l l y
getting extreme
temperatures in all
seasons.’
Marie also sent this
picture of her plant. It
seems to have thrived on
the rich feed that Marie
gave it. The plant looks
typical of the species we
know as P. mascula
russoi, with the lovely
glossy upper surface of the leaves. Page, in The Gardener’s Peony, says
that var. reverchonii has glabrous carpels but in this photograph they appear
to be tomentose. I hope that Rob Potterton may be able to give a little
more information about its history. Speaking to him yesterday he said he
thought it may have originated on one of the Mediterranean islands and
promised to look at his records. John Hudson has written an article in this
newsletter about P. mascula russoi which must probably now be known as
P. corsica.
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P. anomala veitchii alba

P. anomala veitchii dwarf

Judyʼs Daughter, white

P. anomala veitchii pale pink

P. tenuifolia

P. cambessedesii
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P. officinalis ʻmollisʼ

P. daurica subsp. mlokosewitschii
cream, pink veining

Gansu, pink/purple, single

ʻJoseph Rockʼ

ʻEternal Camelliasʼ

P. ostii
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A note on seed offered as P. ‘Chameleon’

John Hudson

I bought this plant in 2006. ‘Chameleon’ is supposed to be a hybrid
between two subspecies of P. daurica, mlokosewitschii and coriifolia
(formerly P. caucasica). It is known to be variable, but generally pale pink
or white, with veining. My plant is deep pink, resembling its coriifolia
parent. The photograph was taken 3 years ago; it is bigger now. Whatever
it is, it is a fine plant and it sets plenty of seed.
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Officers of the Peony Group, 2013 - 14
Chairman

Secretary

Judy Templar
117 Wood Road
King’s Cliffe
Northants PE8 6XR
e mail judy@jtemplar.plus.com
Kath Carey
Thorncar
Windmill Lane
Appleton
Warrington LU7 9NL
e mail john.carey516@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Mr John Richey
55 Franklin Court
Brook Road
Wormley, Godalming
Surrey GU8 5US
e mail johncrichey@mac.com

Newsletter editor

John Hudson
Deene Cottage
Back Lane, East Langton
Market Harborough
Leicestershire LE16 7TB
e mail john@deenecottage.freeserve.co.uk

Membership Secretary

Peter Johnson
9 Vaisey Road
Cirencester
Gloucestershire GL7 2JQ
e mail peter@pj2.me.uk

Seed distribution is by Judy Templar, see above.
Membership of the Peony Group is open to all members of the Hardy Plant Society. If
you are interested in joining, please contact the Secretary at the above address.
Copy deadlines are 31 March for the Spring Newsletter and 30 September for the
Autumn Newsletter.
The opinions expressed by the authors are their personal views, and are not
necessarily endorsed by the HPS Peony Group. The editors reserve the right to edit
all contributions as necessary. Copyright of all contributions remains with their
authors.
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